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Preface

This dictionary provides the user with the main vocabulary currently
being used in British and American law. The areas covered include
criminal, civil, commercial and international law, as well as interactions
with the police and legal advisers, and the procedures of the courts and
prisons. Common words used in reading or writing reports, articles or
guidelines are also included.

The dictionary is designed for anyone who needs to check the meaning or
pronunciation of legal terms, but especially for those who need some
knowledge of legal terms in their work but who may not be legal
professionals, or for those for whom English is an additional language.
Each headword is explained in a clear, straightforward way.
Pronunciations, uncommon plurals and uncommon verb forms are
provided.

Many people have helped or advised on the compilation and checking of

the dictionary in its various editions. In particular, thanks are due to Coral
Hill, Senior Lecturer at the College of Law of England and Wales, for her
helpful comments and advice on this fourth edition.



Pronunciation

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.

Stress is indicated by a main stress mark (' ) and a secondary stress mark (, ).
Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its
position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

& back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop 0 other

al type dz jump

av how f fare

ar hire g gold

ava hour h head

o1 course j yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

ed fair m mix

el make n nil

eu 20 ] sing

3! word P print

i keep r rest

i happy s save

) about I shop

1 fit t take

19 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

u: pool \Y% value

§) book w work

09 tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone



A

A.B.A. abbreviation US American Bar
Association

abandon /o'bandon/ verb 1. to stop
doing something o The company has de-
cided to abandon the project. o We have
abandoned the idea of taking the family
to court. o to abandon an action to stop
pursuing a legal action o to abandon a
legal right or claim to accept that a right
or claim cannot be legally enforced 2. to
leave someone or something without
help o He abandoned his family and
went abroad. o The crew had to abandon
the sinking ship.

abandonment /a'beendonmant/
noun 1. the act of giving something up
voluntarily such as the right to a property
2. the act of giving up either the whole or
part of a claim put forward during civil
litigation 3. the act of a parent or guardi-
an leaving a child on their own in cir-
cumstances covered by the Children and
Young Persons Act 1933

abate /a'bert/ verb 1. to remove or stop
a nuisance 2. to reduce a legacy 3. to be
reduced 4. (of a legacy) to be reduced
because there is not enough money in the
estate to pay it in full

abatement /o'beitmant/ noun 1. the
legal right to remove or stop a nuisance
once a reasonable period of notice has
been given to the wrongdoer 2. the re-
duction of a legacy when the deceased
person has not left enough money to pay
it in full 3. the reduction or removal of a
debt when a person has failed to leave
enough money to cover a legacy in full. ¢
tax abatement

ABC abbreviation Acceptable Behav-
iour Contract

abduct /xb'dakt/ verb to take some-
one away against their will, usually by

force o The bank manager was abducted
at gunpoint. o The robbers abducted the
heiress and held her to ransom.
COMMENT: The Child Abduction Act
1984 provides for specific offences to
cover the abduction of a child either by
a person connected with the child or
by other persons. Abduction of an
adult may result in prosecutions for
kidnapping and/or false imprisonment.
abduction /xb'dak[an/ noun the no-
tifiable offence of taking someone away
against their will, usually by force
abductor /eb'dakts/ noun a person
who takes someone away against their
will
abeyance /s'berons/ noun 1. o in
abeyance not being used or enforced at
present o This law is in abeyance. o to
fall into abeyance to stop being used or
enforced o The practice was common but
has fallen into abeyance. 2. a situation
where there is no owner of a piece of
land
ABH abbreviation actual bodily harm
abide by /o'baid bat/ verb to accept a
rule or follow a custom o He promised to
abide by the decision of the court. o She
did not abide by the terms of the agree-
ment. o to abide by a promise to carry
out a promise that has been made
ab initio /&b 1'nifiou/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘from the beginning’
abjuration / &bdzua'rerf(o)n/ noun
the act of taking back a statement made
on oath
abjure /ob'dzua/ verb 1. to make a
public promise not to do something 2.
US to swear not to bear allegiance to an-
other country
abode /a'boud/ noun the place where
someone lives. » right of abode o of no
fixed abode with no permanent address



abolish

abolish /5'bolif/ verb to cancel or re-
move something such as a law or rule o
The Chancellor of the Exchequer refused
to ask Parliament to abolish the tax on
alcohol. o The Senate voted to abolish
the death penalty.

abolition /,&ba'lif(a)n/ noun the act
of abolishing something o campaigning
for the abolition of the death penalty
abortion /5'bo:[(a)n/ noun the ending
of a pregnancy before its natural term
(NOTE: lllegal abortion is a notifiable of-
fence.)

abrogate /'abrogeit/ verb to end
something such as a law or treaty
abrogation /,&bra'gerf(a)n/ noun an
act of ending something such as a law or
treaty

abscond /ob'skond/ verb 1. to leave
somewhere suddenly and without per-
mission o He was charged with abscond-
ing from lawful custody. 2. not to return
to the court after being released on bail 3.
to escape from prison

absent /'zbsont/ adjective not present
when you expected to be at something
such as a meeting or hearing, or your
place of work

absentee / xbson'ti:/ noun a person
who is not present at something such as
court proceedings even though they are
expected to be there

absolute discharge /absslu:t
'dist fa:d3/ noun the release of a con-
victed person without any punishment
absolute majority /@bsolu:t mo
'dzpriti/ noun a majority over all the
others counted together

absolute monopoly / zbsaluit ma
'nopali/ noun a situation where only one
producer or supplier produces or sup-
plies something

absolute privilege / absolu:t
'‘privilid3/ noun a rule which protects a
person from being sued for defamation
in specific circumstances such as when a
judge or lawyer makes a statement dur-
ing judicial proceedings, or when an MP
speaks in the House of Commons
absolute right / &bsalu:t 'rart/ noun
in the European Convention on Human
Rights, a right that under no circum-
stances may legally be interfered with

(NOTE: Examples are the freedoms of
thought, conscience, and religion and
the prohibitions on torture.)

absolute title / &bsslu:t 'tart(a)l/
noun land registered with the Land Reg-
istry, where the owner has a guaranteed
title to the land (NOTE: Absolute title also
exists to leasehold land, giving the pro-
prietor a guaranteed valid lease.)

absolutism /'&bsolu:,tiz(e)m/ noun
the political theory that any legitimate
government should have absolute power

absolutist /, &bso'lu:tist/ adjective 1.
believing in absolutism 2. referring to a
political system where the government
has absolute power m noun a person who
believes in absolutism

abstain /ob'stein/ verb to refrain from
doing something, especially voting

abstention /ob'stenfon/ noun 1. the
act of refraining from doing something,
especially voting o The motion was car-
ried by 200 votes to 150, with 60 absten-
tions. 2. US a situation where a federal
court may refuse to hear a case and pass-
es it to a state court which then becomes
competent to decide on the federal con-
stitutional issues raised

abstract /'xbstrakt/ noun a short
summary of a report or document o to
make an abstract of the deeds of a prop-
erty m verb to make a summary

abstract of title /xzb straekt ov
'tart(e)l/ noun a summary of the details
of the ownership of a property which has
not been registered

abuse noun /a'bju:s/ 1. the use of
something in a way in which it was not
intended to be used 2. rude or insulting
language o The prisoner shouted abuse
at the judge. 3. very bad treatment of a
person, usually physical or sexual o child
abuse o sexual abuse of children 4. a
harmful or illegal practice m verb /o
'bjuiz/ 1. to use something wrongly o to
abuse one’s authority to use authority
in an illegal or harmful way 2. to say
rude words about someone o He abused
the police before being taken to the cells.
3. to treat someone very badly, usually
physically or sexually o He had abused
small children.



accomplice

abuse of power /5,bjuis ov 'pavo/
noun the use of legal powers in an illegal
or harmful way

abuse of process /5,bju:z ov prou
'ses/ noun the use of a legal process
without proper justification or for mali-
cious reasons

abut /5'bat/, abut on /o'bat pn/ verb
(of a piece of land) to touch another
property (NOTE: abutting — abutted)
abuttal /o'bat(a)l/ noun the boundaries
of a piece of land in relation to land that
is adjoining

ACAS /‘eikes/ abbreviation Advisory
Conciliation and Arbitration Service
ACC abbreviation Assistant Chief Con-
stable

acceptable /ok'septab(a)l/ adjective
good enough to be accepted, although
not particularly good o The offer is not
acceptable to both parties.
Acceptable Behaviour Contract
/ok septab(a)l bi'hervjo  kontrekt/
noun a formal written agreement in writ-
ten form made between an individual and
either parent or guardian or another party
that the individual will not act in an anti-
social manner in future. Abbreviation
ABC. » Antisocial Behaviour Order
(NoTE: ABCs normally last for a period
of 6 months.)

acceptance /ok'septons/ noun1. one
of the main conditions of a contract,
where one party agrees to what is pro-
posed by the other party o acceptance of
an offer an agreement to accept an offer
and therefore to enter into a contract 2.
the act of signing a bill of exchange to
show that you agree to pay it

acceptor /ok'septo/, accepter noun
somebody who accepts an offer

access /'zkses/ noun 1. the right of
the owner of a piece of land to use a pub-
lic road which is next to the land o He
complained that he was being denied ac-
cess to the main road. 2. o to have access
to something to be able to obtain or
reach something o to gain access to
something to reach or to get hold of
something o Access to the courts should
be open to all citizens. o The burglar
gained access through the window. 3. the
right of a child to see a parent regularly,

or of a parent or grandparent to see a
child regularly, where the child is in the
care of someone else 4. o right of access
to a solicitor in the EU, the right of any-
one who is in police custody to see a so-
licitor in private to ask advice

accession /ok'sef(o)n/ noun 1. the
act of becoming a member of something
by signing a formal agreement 2. the act
of taking up an official position o acces-
sion to the throne becoming King or
Queen

access order /xkses 'o:do/ noun
formerly, a court order allowing a parent
to see a child where the child is in the
care of someone else, such as the other
parent in the case of a divorced couple
(NOTE: Access orders have been re-
placed by contact orders.)

accessory /ok'sesari/ noun a person
who helps or advises someone who com-
mits a crime o accessory after the fact
formerly, a person who helps a criminal
after a crime had been committed o ac-
cessory before the fact a person who
helps a criminal before a crime is com-
mitted

accident /'xzksid(e)nt/ noun some-
thing unpleasant which happens sudden-
ly, often as the result of a mistake, such
as the crash of a vehicle or plane or other
event resulting in injury or death or dam-
age to something

accidental / &ksi'dent(a)l/ adjective
happening as an accident, or without be-
ing planned o a case of accidental death

accident insurance /,&ksid(o)nt
'fuarans/ noun insurance which pays
money if an accident takes place
accident policy /,&ksid(o)nt 'polisi/
noun an insurance policy which pays
money if an accident takes place

accommodation /5 komoa'derf(a)n/
noun a place to live or somewhere to stay
for a short time (NOTE: In British English,
accommodation has no plural.)
accommodation address /o5 komo
'de1f(o)n 9,dres/ noun an address used
for receiving messages that is not the ad-
dress of the company’s offices

accomplice /o'kamplis/ noun some-
body who helps another to commit a



accordance

crime or who commits a crime with an-
other person

accordance /o'ko:d(e)ns/ noun o in
accordance with in a way that agrees
with something that has been suggested
or decided o In accordance with your in-
structions we have deposited the money
in your current account. o I am submit-
ting the claim for damages in accord-
ance with the advice of our legal advis-
ers.

accord and satisfaction /o ko:d oan
s@tis'fek [on/ noun 1. the payment by a
debtor of a debt or part of a debt 2. the
performing by a debtor of some act or
service which is accepted by the creditor
in full settlement, so that the debtor is no
longer liable under the contract

accordingly /o'ko:digli/ adverb in
agreement with what has been decided o
We have received your letter and have al-
tered the contract accordingly.
according to /o'ko:diy tu:/ preposi-
tion 1. as someone says or writes o Ac-
cording to the witness, the accused car-
ried the body on the back seat of his car.
o The payments were made according to
the maintenance order. 2. in agreement
with a rule or system 3. in relation to

account /o'kaunt/ noun 1. a record of
money paid or owed o please send me
your account or a detailed or an itemised
account o action for an account court
action to establish how much money is
owed by one party to another 2. an ar-
rangement which a customer has with a
shop or supplier to buy goods and pay for
them at a later date, usually the end of the
month 3. a customer who does a large
amount of business with a firm and has a
credit account with that firm 4. a notice
or attention o to take account of the age
of the accused, to take the accused’s
age into account when passing sen-
tence to pass a (lighter) sentence because
the accused is very old or very young m
plural noun accounts a detailed record
of a company’s financial affairs m verb o
to account for to explain and record a
money deal o to account for a loss or a
discrepancy

accountability /3 kavnta'biliti/
noun the fact of being responsible for
something

accountable /o'kauntob(a)l/ adjec-
tive being responsible for what takes
place and needing to be able to explain
why it has happened o If money is lost,
the person at the cash desk is held ac-
countable. o The group leader will be
held accountable for the actions of the
group.

account of profit /s kauvnt ov
'‘profit/ noun in copyright law, an as-
sessment showing how much profit has
been made on the sales of goods which
infringe a copyright or patent, because
the plaintiff claims the profit made by the
defendant

accounts payable /5 kaunts
'perab(a)l/ noun money owed to credi-
tors

accounts receivable /o kaunts r1
'sizvab(e)l/ noun money owed by debt-
ors

accredited /o'kreditid/ adjective (of
an agent) appointed by a company to act
on its behalf (NOTE: A person is accred-
ited to an organisation.)

accusation /&zkju:'zeif(a)n/ noun
the act of saying that someone has com-
mitted a crime

accusatorial procedure IE)
kjuizatorrial pra'sizdza/ noun a pro-
cedure in countries using common law
procedures, where the parties to a case
have to find the evidence themselves.
Compare inquisitorial procedure. o
burden of proof

accuse /o'kjuiz/ verb 1. to say that
someone has committed a crime o She
was accused of stealing £25 from her
boss. o He was accused of murder. o Of
what has she been accused? or What has
she been accused of? (NOTE: You accuse
someone of a crime.) 2. to charge some-
one with a crime

accused /o'kju:zd/ noun o the ac-
cused the person or persons charged
with a crime o All the accused pleaded
not guilty. o The police brought the ac-
cused, a young man, into the court.

acknowledge /ok'nolidz/ verb 1. to
accept that something is true 2. to admit
that a debt is owing 3. to confirm that a
letter has been received o to acknowl-
edge service to confirm that a legal doc-



actual loss

ument such as a claim form has been re-
ceived

acknowledged and agreed /ok
nolid3d on 9'gri:d/ phrase words writ-
ten on an agreement to show that it has
been read and approved

acknowledgement of service /ok
npolidzmont av 's3:vis/ noun a docu-
ment whereby a defendant confirms that
a claim form or other legal document has
been received and that he or she intends
to contest the claim

acquiescence /,zkwi'es(o)ns/ noun
consent which is either given directly or
is implied (NOTE: There is a distinction
between mere knowledge of a situation
and positive consent to it. The latter is
required in order to constitute acquies-
cence.)

acquit /o'kwit/ verbto set a person free
because he or she has been found not
guilty o He was acquitted of the crime. o
The court acquitted two of the accused.
(NOTE: acquitting — acquitted. Note
also that you acquit someone of a
crime.)

acquittal /o'kwit(o)l/ noun the act of
acquitting someone of a crime o After his
acquittal he left the court smiling.
COMMENT: There is no appeal against
an acquittal, and a person who has
been acquitted of a crime cannot be
charged with the same crime again.
act /xzkt/ noun a statute which has been
approved by a law-making body (NOTE:
Before an Act becomes law, it is pre-
sented to Parliament in the form of a
Bill. See notes at bill.)

acte clair /,xzkt 'kles/ noun (in the
EU) French legal term meaning that a le-
gal question is clear and there can be no
doubt about it

action /'zk[an/ noun 1. a proceeding
heard in the civil court allowing an indi-
vidual to pursue a legal right o action in
personam a court case in which one par-
ty claims that the other should do some
act or should pay damages o action in
rem a court case in which one party
claims property or goods in the posses-
sion of the other o action in tort a court
case brought by a claimant who alleges
he or she has suffered damage or harm
caused by the defendant o to take legal

action to begin a legal case, e.g. to in-
struct a solicitor or to sue someone 2.
something that is done, or the doing of
something o action to prevent the infor-
mation becoming public o to take action
to do something o They should have tak-
en immediate action to prevent a similar
accident happening.

actionable /'zkfonob(a)l/ adjective
referring to writing, speech or an act
which could provide the grounds for
bringing a legal case against someone o
torts which are actionable per se torts
which are in themselves sufficient
grounds for bringing an action without
the need to prove that damage has been
suffered

actionable per se /,zkJonob (o)l p3:
'sal/ adjective being in itself sufficient
grounds for bringing an action

active partner / zkt1v 'pa:tna/ noun
a partner who works in a partnership

activist /'ektivist/ noun a person who
works actively for a political party, usu-
ally a person who is in disagreement with
the main policies of the party or whose
views are more extreme than those of the
mainstream of the party o The meeting
was disrupted by an argument between
the chairman and left-wing activists. o
Party activists have urged the central
committee to adopt a more radical ap-
proach to the problems of unemploy-
ment.

act of God /,zkt ov 'gnd/ noun a nat-
ural disaster which you do not expect to
happen, and which cannot be avoided,
e.g. a storm or a flood. y force majeure
(NOTE: Acts of God are usually not cov-
ered by an insurance policy.)

Act of Parliament /xkt ov
'‘pa:lomont/ noun a decision which has
been approved by Parliament and so be-
comes law

actual bodily harm /&ktfusl
'bodili harm/ noun the offence of caus-
ing injury to an individual by attacking
them. The injury does not have to be se-
rious or permanent but it must be more
than just a scratch. Abbreviation ABH

actual loss /,&kt[ual 'lps/ noun real
loss or damage which can be shown to
have been suffered



actual notice

actual notice /aktfual 'noutis/
noun real knowledge which someone
has of something

actual possession /&ktfual po
'ze[(a)n/ noun the situation of occupy-
ing and controlling land and buildings

actual total loss /,&kt[ual 'tout(a)l
Ips/ noun a loss where the item insured
has been destroyed or damaged beyond
repair and can no longer be used for its
intended purpose

actual value /,zktusl 'veljui/ noun
the real value of something if sold on the
open market

actuarial /&kt[u'eoriol/ adjective
calculated by an actuary o The premiums
are worked out according to actuarial
calculations.

actuary /'zkt [uori/ noun a person em-
ployed by an insurance company to cal-
culate premiums

actus reus / xktos 'reras/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘guilty act’: an act
which is forbidden by the criminal law,
one of the two elements of a crime. Com-
pare mens rea. » crime

addicted /o'diktid/ adjective unable
to stop doing something o addicted to
alcohol or drugs being unable to live
without taking alcohol or drugs regularly

address /o'dres/ noun 1. the details of
number, street and town where an office
is or where a person lives o address for
service an address where court docu-
ments such as pleadings can be sent to a
party in a case 2. a formal speech o In his
address to the meeting, the mayor spoke
of the problems facing the town. o ad-
dress of thanks a formal speech, thank-
ing someone for doing something, e.g.
thanking a VIP for opening a new build-
ing, thanking the Queen for reading the
Queen’s Speech m verb 1. to write the de-
tails of an address on an envelope o an
incorrectly addressed package 2. to
speak to someone o The defendant asked
permission to address the court. o The
chairman addressed the meeting. 3. to
speak about a particular issue o He then
addressed the question of the late arrival
of notification. o to address oneself to a
problem to deal with a particular prob-
lem o The government will have to ad-

dress itself to problems of international
trade.

address list /o'dres list/ nounalist of
names and addresses of people and com-
panies

adduce /o'dju:s/ verb to offer some-
thing as a reason or proof o to adduce
evidence to bring evidence before a
court

adeem /o'di:m/ verb to remove a lega-
cy from a will because the item men-
tioned no longer exists, e.g. in the case
when the person who made the will sold
the item before they died)

ademption /o'demp[(o)n/ noun the
act of removing a legacy from a will, be-
cause the item concerned no longer ex-
ists

ad hoc /xd 'hok/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘for this particular pur-
pose’ o an ad hoc committee a commit-
tee set up to study a particular problem. o
standing

ad idem /,&d 'aidem/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘in agreement’
adjective law /'edziktiv 101/ nounan
area of law which deals with practices
and procedures in the courts

adjoin /5'd3o1n/ verb (of a property) to
touch another property o The developers
acquired the old post office and two ad-

Jjoining properties. o The fire spread to

the adjoining property.

adjoining /o'd3zomiy/ adjective next
to and touching something else o adjoin-
ing properties

adjourn /o'd33in/ verb 1. to stop a
meeting for a period o to adjourn a meet-
ing o The meeting adjourned at midday.
o to adjourn sine die to adjourn without
saying when the next meeting will be o
The hearing was adjourned sine die. 2.
to put off a legal hearing to a later date o
The chairman adjourned the tribunal un-
til three o’clock. o The appeal was ad-

Journed for affidavits to be obtained.

adjournment /o'd3z3:mmont/ noun 1.
an act of adjourning o The adjournment
lasted two hours. o The defendant has
applied for an adjournment. o adjourn-
ment sine die adjournment without fix-
ing a date for the next meeting (used in
the US Congress to end a session) 2. the



admissible

period during which a meeting has been
adjourned

adjudicate /o'd3u:dikert/ verbto give
a judgment between two parties in law o
to adjudicate a claim o to adjudicate in a
dispute o Magistrates may be paid ex-
penses when adjudicating. o he was ad-
judicated bankrupt he was declared le-
gally bankrupt

adjudication /3,dzuzdr'kerf(a)n/
noun the act of giving a judgment or of
deciding a legal problem
adjudication  order /o, d3u:dr
'kerf(o)n ,0:do/ noun an order by a
court making someone bankrupt
adjudication tribunal /o,d3u:d1
'ke1f(o)n trar,bjuin(s)l/ noun a group
which adjudicates in industrial disputes
adjudicator /o'dzu:dikerto/ noun
somebody who gives a decision on a
problem o an adjudicator in an industri-
al dispute

adjust /o'dzast/ verb to change some-
thing to fit new conditions, especially to
calculate and settle an insurance claim
adjuster /o'dzasto/, adjustor noun
somebody who calculates losses for an
insurance company

adjustment /o'dzastmont/ noun 1.
an act of adjusting 2. a slight change
adjustor /o0'd3asto/ noun same as ad-
juster

ad litem / ad 'li:tom/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘referring to the case at
law’

administer /od'minists/ verb 1. to be
responsible for providing, organising or
managing something o to administer
justice to provide justice o to adminis-
ter an oath to make someone swear an
oath 2. to give someone a medicine, drug
or medical treatment o She was accused
of administering a poison to the old lady.
administration /od,mini'streif(a)n/
noun the organisation, control or man-
agement of something such as of the af-
fairs of someone who has died, e.g. pay-
ment of liabilities, collection of assets or
distributing property to the rightful peo-
ple shown in the will o the administra-
tion of justice providing justice
administration bond /od mini
'stre1f(9)n bond/ noun an oath sworn

by an administrator that he or she will
pay the state twice the value of the estate
being administered, if it is not adminis-
tered in accordance with the law

administration order /odmini
'stre1f(a)n ,0:do/ noun an order by a
court, appointing someone to administer
the estate of someone who is not able to
meet the obligations of a court order

administrative /od'ministrativ/ ad-
jective referring to administration

administrative law /od'ministrativ
ot/ noun law relating to how govern-
ment organisations affect the lives and
property of individuals

administrative tribunal  /od
ministrativ trar'bjuin(e)l/ noun a tri-
bunal which decides in cases where gov-
ernment regulations affect and harm the
lives and property of individuals

administrator /od'ministrerts/ noun
1. somebody who arranges the work of
other employees in a business so that the
business functions well 2. a person ap-
pointed by a court to represent a person
who has died without making a will or
without naming executors, and who is
recognised in law as able to manage the
estate

administratrix  /od'ministratriks/
noun a woman appointed by a court to
administer the estate of a person who has
died

Admiralty /'edm(o)ralti/ noun the
British government office which is in
charge of the Navy

Admiralty Court /'2dm(o)ralti ko:t/
noun a court, part of the Queen’s Bench
Division, which decides in disputes in-
volving ships

Admiralty law /'edm(o)ralti lorw/
noun law relating to ships and sailors,
and actions at sea

admissibility /od mrisa'biliti/ noun
the fact of being admissible o The court
will decide on the admissibility of the ev-
idence.

admissible /od'misab(o)l/ adjective
referring to evidence which a court will
allow to be used o The documents were
not considered relevant to the case and
were therefore not admissible.



admission

admission /od'mif(e)n/ noun 1. per-
mission for someone to go in o free ad-
mission on Sundays o There is a £1 ad-
mission charge. o Admission is free on
presentation of this card. 2. making a
statement that you agree that some facts
are correct, saying that something really
happened 3. (in civil cases) a statement
by a defendant that a claim or part of a
claim by the claimant is true o When a
party has made an admission in writing,
the other party can apply for judgment
on that admission.

admission charge /od'mif(o)n
tfa:d3/ noun the price to be paid before
going into an exhibition, etc.

admit /od'mrt/ verb 1. to allow some-
one to go in o Children are not admitted
to the bank. o Old age pensioners are ad-
mitted at half price. 2. to allow someone
to practise as a solicitor o She was admit-
ted in 1989. 3. to allow evidence to be
used in court o The court agreed to admit
the photographs as evidence. 4. to agree
that an allegation is correct o She admit-
ted having stolen the car. o He admitted
to being in the house when the murder
took place. (NOTE: admitted — admit-
ting. Note also that you admit to some-
thing, or admit having done some-
thing.) 5. to say that something really
happened o He admitted his mistake or
his liability.

adopt /o'dppt/ verb 1. to become the
legal parent of a child who was born to
other parents 2. to accept something so
that it becomes law o to adopt a resolu-
tion o The proposals were adopted unan-
imously.

adoption /o'dopfon/ noun1. the act of
becoming the legal parent of a child
which is not your own 2. the act of agree-
ing to something so that it becomes legal
o He moved the adoption of the resolu-
tion.

adoption order /o, dopfon ‘'o:do/
noun an order by a court which legally
transfers the rights of the natural parents
to the adoptive parents

adoption proceedings /5,dopon
pra'sitdinz/ plural noun court action to
adopt someone

adoptive /o'doptiv/ adjective result-
ing from the process of adoption, or from
choice o his adoptive country
adoptive child /o'doptiv tfaild/
noun a child who has been adopted
adoptive parent /o,doptiv 'pearont/
noun a person who has adopted a child.
Compare biological parent (NOTE: If a
child’s parents divorce, or if one parent
dies, the child may be adopted by a
step-father or step-mother.)

ADR noun same as alternative dis-
pute resolution

adult /'edalt, o'dalt/ noun a person
who is eighteen years old or older
adulteration /o,dalto'rerf(a)n/ noun
the addition of material to food for sale,
which makes it dangerous to eat or drink
adulterous /o'dalt(o)ros/ adjective
referring to adultery o He had an adul-
terous relationship with Miss X.
adultery /5'dalt(o)ri/ noun sexual in-
tercourse by consent between a married
person and someone of the opposite sex
who is not that person’s spouse o His
wife accused him of committing adultery
with Miss X.

ad valorem /,&d va'loirom/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘according to val-
ue’

ad valorem duty /ad vo'loirom
,djurti/ noun a tax calculated according
to the value of the goods taxed
advance /od'vains/ noun o in ad-
vance before something happens o fo
pay in advance o freight payable in ad-
vance m adjective early o advance book-
ing o advance payment o You must give
seven days’ advance notice of withdraw-
als from the account.

advancement /od'vainsmant/ noun
money or goods given by a parent to a
child which the child would inherit in
any case if the parent died

advantage /od'va:ntid3/ noun some-
thing useful which may help you to be
successful o to learn something to your
advantage to hear news which is helpful
to you, especially to hear that you have
been left a legacy o obtaining a pecuni-
ary advantage by deception the offence
of deceiving someone so as to derive a fi-
nancial benefit



Advocate General

adversarial /&dvsa:'seariol/ adjec-
tive based on people opposing each other
adversarial procedure /&dvsa:
,searial 'politiks/ noun same as accu-
satorial procedure

adversary /'edvas(e)ri/ noun an op-
ponent in a court case m adjective o ad-
versary procedure same as accusato-
rial procedure

adverse /'xdva:s/ adjective contrary,
which goes against one party

adverse outcome /,edva:s
‘auvtkam/ noun a result which was unex-
pected and unwanted

adverse party /,&edva:s 'pa:ti/ noun
the opponent in a court case

adverse possession /xdvsais po
'zef(9)n/ noun an occupation of proper-
ty by squatters or others that is contrary
to the rights of the real owner

adverse witness / &dvsa:s 'witnos/
noun a witness called by one party in a
court case whose evidence goes unex-
pectedly against that party. Such a wit-
ness can then be cross-examined as if the
evidence were being given for the other
party in the case.

advert /'adva:t/ verb to refer to o This
case was not adverted to in Smith v.
Jones Machines Ltd.

advice /od'vais/ noun an opinion as to
what action should be taken o as per ad-
vice according to what is written on an
advice note o counsel’s advice the opin-
ion of a barrister about a case o we sent
the documents to the police on the advice
of the solicitor or we took the solicitor’s
advice and sent the documents to the po-
lice u to take legal advice to ask a law-
yer to advise about a problem in law
advice note /od'vais noaut/ noun a
written notice to a customer giving de-
tails of goods ordered and shipped but
not yet delivered

advise /od'vaiz/ verb 1. to give a pro-
fessional legal opinion on something
such as the strengths and weaknesses of
a case 2. to suggest to someone what
should be done o We are advised to take
the shipping company to court. o The so-
licitor advised us to send the documents
to the police. o to advise against some-
thing to suggest that something should

not be done o The bank manager advised
against closing the account. o Our law-
yers have advised against suing the land-
lord.

advisement /od'vaizmant/ noun o to
take something under advisement to
consider something in order to make a
judgment

adviser /od'vaizo/, advisor noun
somebody who suggests what should be
done o He is consulting the company’s
legal adviser.

advisory /od'vaiz(o)ri/ adjective as an
adviser o She is acting in an advisory ca-
pacity.

advisory board /od'vaiz(o)ri ,bo:d/
noun a group of advisers

Advisory Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Service /od,vaiz(s)ri kon
silierf(a)n an ,a:brtrerf(9)n 's3ivis/
noun a government body which assists in
furthering industrial relations and set-
tling industrial and employment dis-
putes. Abbreviation ACAS

advocacy /'edvokasi/ noun 1. the
skill of pleading a case orally before a
court o his advocacy of the right of these
illegal immigrants to remain in the coun-
try 2. support for a cause

advocate noun /a'bjuis/ 1. a person,
usually a barrister or solicitor, with right
of audience (i.e. the right to speak in
open court) as the representative of a par-
ty in a case o Fast track trial costs in-
clude the cost of a party’s advocate in
preparing the case and appearing in
court. (NOTE: Solicitors who take addi-
tional exams may qualify as solicitor-
advocates and have the same rights of
audience as barristers.) 2. US a legal
practitioner 3. a barrister or solicitor who
may argue a case for their client during
legal proceedings. Both barristers and
solicitors can acquire rights of audience
(i.e. the right to speak in open court), but
a solicitor’s right of audience is limited
to the magistrates and county courts. m
verb /'®dvakelt/ to suggest a course of
action

Advocate General /advokot
'dzen(a)ral/ noun 1. one of the two Law
Officers for Scotland (NOTE: The posi-
tion of the Advocates General is equal
to that of the fifteen judges in the Euro-



advowson

pean Court of Justice; their role is to
give careful advice on legal matters.) 2.
one of eight independent members form-
ing part of the European Court of Justice
together with 15 judges, who summaris-
es and presents a case to the judges to as-
sist them in coming to a decision (NOTE:
The plural is Advocates General.)

advowson /od'vavz(o)n/ noun the
right to nominate a person to be a parish
priest

affair /o'fea/ noun 1. something which
is relevant to one person or group of peo-
ple only o Are you involved in the copy-
right affair? o It’s an affair for the po-
lice. 2. a sexual relationship where one
party or both parties are married to some-
one else o to have an affair with some-
one to commit adultery m plural noun af-
fairs situations or activities relating to
public or private life o His affairs were so
difficult to understand that the lawyers
had to ask accountants for advice.

affidavit / zfi'dervit/ noun a written
statement which is signed and sworn be-
fore a solicitor, judge, JP, commissioner
for oaths or other official and which can
then be used as evidence in court hear-
ings

affiliation order /5 fili'eif(a)n ,o:da/
nounformerly, a court order which made
the father of an illegitimate child contrib-
ute towards the cost of the child’s up-
bringing (NOTE: It is now replaced by
the provisions of the Family Law Re-
form Act 1987.)

affiliation proceedings /o fili
‘e1f(d)n pra,sitdinz/ plural noun for-
merly, the proceedings needed to order
the father of an illegitimate child to pro-
vide for the child’s maintenance (NOTE:
They are now replaced by the provi-
sions in the Family Law Reform Act
1987.)

affirm /o'f3:m/ verb 1. to state that you
will tell the truth, though without swear-
ing an oath 2. to confirm that something
is correct

affirmation / &fo'meif(o)n/ noun1. a
statement in court that you will tell the
truth, though without swearing an oath
(NOTE: It is similar to an affidavit, but is
not sworn on oath.) 2. a written state-
ment which is affirmed as true by the

person making it 3. a statement by an MP
of his or her allegiance to the Queen
when not wishing to take the Oath of Al-
legiance on religious or other grounds

affirmative action /o faimotiv
‘®k[on/ noun US a policy of positive
discrimination to help groups in society
who have a disadvantage (NOTE: The
British equivalent is equal opportuni-
ty)

affirmative easement /5 fa:motiv
'izzmant/ noun US an easement where
the servient owner allows the dominant
owner to do something

affix /o'fiks/ verb to attach something
such as a signature to a document

affray /o'frer/ noun the offence of in-

tentionally acting in a threatening way

towards someone in public
COMMENT: A person is guilty of affray if
he uses or threatens to use unlawful
violence towards another, and his con-
duct is such that a reasonable person
who happened to be present might
fear for his safety.

AFO abbreviation assault on a federal

officer

aforementioned /5'fo:menfond/ ad-
jective having been mentioned earlier o
the aforementioned company

aforesaid /o'forsed/ adjective said
earlier o as aforesaid as was stated earli-
er

aforethought /o'fo:00:t/ adjective o
with malice aforethought with the in-
tention of committing a crime, especially
murder

a fortiori /e1 forti'ora/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘for a stronger rea-
son’ o If the witness was present at the
scene of the crime, then a fortiori he must
have heard the shot.

after the event / a:fto 8o 1'vent/ ad-
jective o after the event insurance pol-
icy a policy to cover the recovery of costs
in case of failure in a case where a condi-
tional fee arrangement is applied

age /erdz/ noun the number of years
someone has lived. ;) age of consent,
age of criminal responsibility

age discrimination /'erd3 diskrimi
.neif(a)n/ noun US the unfair treatment
of people because of their age
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aiding and abetting

age limit /'erd3 [limit/ noun the top
age at which you are permitted to do
something

agency /'eidzonsi/ noun 1. an ar-
rangement where one person or company
acts on behalf of another person in con-
tractual matters o They signed an agency
agreement or an agency contract. 2. the
office or job of representing another
company in an area 3. a branch of gov-
ernment o the Atomic Energy Agency o a
counter-intelligence agency

agent /'eidzont/ noun 1. somebody
who represents a company or another
person in matters relating to contracts 2.
the person in charge of an agency o ad-
vertising agent o estate agent o travel
agent 3. somebody who works for a gov-
ernment agency, especially in secret
agent provocateur /x3on pro
,vpka'tsir/ noun a person who provokes
others to commit a crime, often by taking
part in it personally, in order to find out
who is not reliable or in order to have his
or her victim arrested

age of consent /e1d3 ov kon'sent/
noun the age at which a girl can legally
consent to sexual intercourse. The age of
consent is 16.

age of criminal responsibility
/.e1d3 ov  krimin(a)l r1,sponst'biliti/
noun the age at which a person is consid-
ered to be capable of committing a crime
aggravated /'egrovertid/ adjective
made worse

aggravated assault / zgrovertid o
'splt/ noun assault causing serious inju-
ry or carried out in connection with an-
other serious crime

aggravated burglary / egrovertid
'barglori/ noun burglary where guns or
other offensive weapons are carried or
used

aggravated damages /,egroveitid
'demidziz/ plural noun damages
awarded by a court against a defendant
who has behaved maliciously or wilfully
aggravating circumstances
/,@gravertiy 's3tkomstensiz/ noun
circumstances which make a crime
worse

aggravation /&gro'verf(o9)n/ noun
an action, especially the carrying of a

weapon, which makes a crime more seri-
ous

aggrieved /o'gri:vd/ adjective injured
or harmed by the actions of a defendant
o the aggrieved party

AGM abbreviation Annual General
Meeting

agree /a'gri:/ verb 1. to approve or ac-
cept something o The figures were
agreed between the two parties. o Terms
of the contract are still to be agreed. 2. o
to agree to do something to say that you
will do something o to agree with some-
one to say that your opinions are the
same as someone else’s o to agree with
something to be the same as something
else o The witness’ statement does not
agree with that of the accused.

agreed /o'gri:d/ adjective having been
accepted by everyone o an agreed
amount o on agreed terms or on terms
which have been agreed upon

agreed price /o,gri:d 'prars/ noun the
price which has been accepted by both
the buyer and seller

agreement /o'gritmont/ noun 1. a
contract between two people or groups
where one party makes an offer, and the
other party accepts it o written agree-
ment o unwritten or oral agreement o to
break an agreement o to reach an agree-
ment Or to come to an agreement on pric-
es or salaries o an international agree-
ment on trade o collective wage agree-
ment o an agency agreement o a
marketing agreement ) gentleman’s
agreement o agreement in principle
agreement with the basic conditions of a
proposal 2. a document setting out the
contractual terms agreed between two
parties, o fo witness an agreement o to
draw up or to draft an agreement o Both
companies signed the agreement.

aid /e1rd/ noun help o to pray in aid to
rely on something when pleading a case
o I pray in aid the Statute of Frauds in
support of the defendant’s case m verb to
help o to aid and abet to help and en-
courage someone to commit a crime
aiding and abetting /,eidip ond o
'betin/ noun the act of helping and en-
couraging someone to commit a crime
such as driving a car to help a criminal
escape from the scene of a crime or keep-



air rage

ing watch while a crime is committed. ¢
accessory

air rage /'eo rerd3/ noun a violent at-
tack by a passenger on a member of the
crew of an aircraft, caused by drink,
tiredness or annoyance at something

a. k. a. abbreviation also known as
al.yetal.

aleatory / xli'ertori/ adjective 1. not
certain 2. carrying a risk

aleatory contract  /liertori
'kontraekt/ noun an agreement such as a
wager where what is done by one party
depends on something happening which
is not certain to happen

alia» et al., inter alia

alias /'e1lias/ noun a name which you
use to hide your real name o The confi-
dence trickster used several aliases. m
adverb using the name of o John Smith,
alias Reginald Jones

alibi /'zlibar/ noun a plea that a person
charged with a crime was somewhere
else when the crime was committed
alien /'etlion/ noun a person who is not
a citizen of a country (NOTE: In the UK,
an alien is a person who is not a UK cit-
izen, not a citizen of a Commonwealth
country and not a citizen of the Repub-
lic of Ireland.)

alien absconder /,eilion ob'skonda/
noun an illegal foreign visitor to the
United States who has been told to leave
the country but has not done so
alienation / eilio'nerf(o)n/ noun the
transfer of property, usually land, to
someone else

alienation of affection
/,etliane1f(a)n ov o'fekfon/ noun US
the loss of affection by one of the part-
ners in a marriage for the other

alieni juris /eili,enar 'd3u:ris/ phrase
a Latin phrase meaning ‘of another’s
right’: a person such as a minor who has
a right under the authority of a guardian.
Compare sui generis

alimony /'zlimeni/ noun the money
that a court orders a husband to pay reg-
ularly to his separated or divorced wife
(NOTE: It can occasionally be applied to
a wife who is ordered to support her di-
vorced husband.) o alimony pending
suit, alimony pendente lite money paid

by a husband to his wife while their di-
vorce case is being prepared. » palimony

allegation /xlo'gerf(e)n/ noun a
statement, usually given in evidence, that
something has happened or is true

allege /a'led3/ verb to state, usually in
giving evidence, that something has hap-
pened or is true o The prosecution al-
leged that the accused was in the house
when the crime was committed.

allegiance /o'li:d3(o)ns/ noun obedi-
ence to the State or the Crown. » oath of
allegiance

All England Law Reports /ol
J1plond 'lo: r1,poa:ts/ plural noun reports
of cases in the higher courts. Abbrevia-
tion All E.R.

allocate /'xlokeit/ verb to share
something between several people, or
decide officially how something is to be
divided between different possibilities o
to allocate a case to a track (of a court)
to decide which track a case should fol-
low o The court may allocate a case to a
track of a higher financial value.

allocation /,xlo'ke1f(a)n/ noun 1. the
division of a sum of money in various
ways o allocation of funds to research
into crime 2. the act of deciding which of
three systems of processing (small
claims, fast track or multi-track) a case
should follow, depending on the mone-
tary value of the claim o The allocation
of a case to a particular track has impli-
cations for the speed with which the case
will be processed.

allocation hearing /xlo'keif(o)n
Jhrarig/ noun a court hearing to consider
statements from the parties to a case and
decide which system of processing
(small claims, fast track or multi-track) a
case should follow when an allocation
questionnaire has not been submitted

allocation questionnaire /zlo
'ke1f(o)n ,kwest [onea/ noun a form to
be filled in by each party to a claim, to
give the court enough information to al-
low it to allocate the case to one of three
systems of processing (small claims, fast
track or multi-track)

allocatur / @loker'tu:o/ phrase a Lat-
in word meaning ‘it is allowed’: a court
document confirming the amount of



amends

costs to be paid by one party to another
after a court action

allocution /,&lo'kju:f(a)n/ noun US a
request by the judge to a person who has
been found guilty, asking if they wants to
say anything on their own behalf before
sentence is passed

allow /a'lav/ verb 1. to say that some-
one can do something o The law does not
allow you to drive on the wrong side of
the road. o Begging is not allowed in the
station. o Visitors are not allowed into
the prisoners’ cells. 2. to give someone
time or a privilege o The court adjourned
to allow the prosecution time to find the
missing witness. o You are allowed thirty
days to pay the fine. 3. to approve or ac-
cept something legally o o allow a claim
or an appeal 4. o allow for to consider
something when making a decision
about something else o In coming to our
conclusion, we allowed for his poor
knowledge of the language.

allowable /o'lavob(a)l/ adjective le-
gally accepted

allowable expenses /5 lauvab(9)l 1k
'spensiz/ plural noun expenses which
can be claimed against tax

all-points bulletin /5:1 'porints
Jbulatin/ noun an urgent message
broadcast to all police in an area

alteram /'s:ltorom/ » audi alteram
partem

alteration /o:lto'reif(e)n/ noun a
change made to a legal document such as
a will, which usually has the effect of
making it invalid

alternative /o:l'tainstiv/ noun some-
thing which takes the place of something
else o They argued that they had offered
a similar car as an alternative. o plead-
ing in the alternative, alternative
pleading US the practice of making two
or more pleadings which are mutually
exclusive. » service by an alternative
method m adjective able to take the
place of something else o an alternative
solution to the problem

alternative dispute resolution /o:1
t3matrv di'spju:t ;rezslu:f(o)n/ noun
any of various methods which can be
used to settle a dispute without going to
trial. Abbreviation ADR

ambassador /zm'basodo/ noun
somebody who is the highest level of
diplomat representing his or her country
in another country o our ambassador in
France o She is the wife of the Spanish
Ambassador. o The government has re-
called its ambassador for consultations.

ambassadorial /@&mbaso'doirial/
adjective referring to an ambassador

ambassadress /eem'basadres/
noun an ambassador’s wife

Amber alert /zmbs o'l3:t/ noun a
system of bulletins issued by police to
the media, and in the USA sometimes
also on electronic road signs, seeking in-
formation leading to the rapid return of a
kidnapped child
ambiguity /@mbi'gju:tti/ noun 1.
the fact of being unclear because it can
be understood in different ways 2. some-
thing which is unclear because it can be
understood in different ways. i latent
ambiguity
ambiguous /zm'bigjuss/ adjective
meaning two or more things and there-
fore possibly misleading o The wording
of the clause is ambiguous and needs
clarification.
ambulatory / zmbju'leit(o)ri/ adjec-
tive (of a will) only taking effect after the
death of the person who made it
COMMENT: Writing a will does not bind
you to do what you say you are going
to do in it. If in your will you leave your
car to your son, and then sell the car
before you die, your son has no claim
on the will for the value of the car.
amend /o'mend/ verb to change some-
thing o Please amend your copy of the
contract accordingly.

amendment /o'men(d)mont/ noun 1.
a change made in a document o to pro-
pose an amendment to the draft agree-
ment o to make amendments to a con-
tract 2. a change made to a statement of
case, which in civil law can be done be-
fore the details of a claim are served 3. a
change proposed to a Bill which is being
discussed in Parliament

amends /o'mendz/ plural noun o to
make amends to do something to com-
pensate for damage or harm done o offer
of amends an offer by a libeller to write
an apology



American Bar Association

American Bar Association /o
.merikan 'ba: 9,sousierf(a)n/ noun US
an association of lawyers practising in
the USA. Abbreviation ABA

amicus curiae /o,maikas 'kjuoriar/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘friend of
the court’: a lawyer who does not repre-
sent a party in a case but who is called
upon to address the court to help clear up
a difficult legal point or to explain some-
thing which is in the public interest

amnesty /'emnosti/ noun a pardon,
often for political crimes, given to sever-
al people at the same time m verb to grant
convicted persons a pardon o They were
amnestied by the president.

anarchic /o'na:kik/, anarchical /o
‘na:kikl/ adjective with no law or order
o the anarchic state of the country dis-
tricts after the coup

anarchism /'anokiz(o)m/ noun the
belief that there should be no govern-
ment or control of people by the state

anarchist /'&nskist/ noun somebody
who believes in anarchism
COMMENT: Anarchism flourished in the
latter part of the 19th and early part of
the 20th century. Anarchists believe
that there should be no government,
no army, no civil service, no courts, no
laws, and that people should be free to
live without anyone to rule them.
anarchy /'znaki/ noun absence of law
and order, because a government has lost
control or because there is no govern-
ment o When the president was assassi-
nated, the country fell into anarchy.

ancestor /'®nsesta/ noun a person
living many years ago from whom some-
one is descended o common ancestor a
person from whom two or more people
are descended o Mr Smith and the Queen
have a common ancestor in King
Charles I1

ancient lights / emfont 'larts/ plural
noun a claim by the owner of a property
that he or she has the right to enjoy light
in his windows and not have it blocked
by a neighbour’s buildings

ancillary /en'silori/ adjective giving
help or support

ancillary relief /ensilori rr'lizf/
noun financial provision or adjustment

of property rights ordered by a court for
a spouse or child in divorce proceedings

animus /'&nimoas/ noun intention

animus cancellandi /anmos
kensol'endar/ noun the intention to
cancel

animus furandi /@nmos [fjuo
'reendal/ noun the intention to steal

animus manendi /&nimos man
‘nendar/ noun the intention to stay in a
place

animus revocandi /,&nimos revo
'keenda1/ noun the intention to revoke a
will
COMMENT: With all these terms, when
the phrase is ‘with the intention of’, an-
imo is used: e.g. animo revocandi
‘with the intention of revoking a will’.
annexation /a&nek'seif(o)n/ noun
the act of annexing a territory

annexe, annex noun a document add-
ed or attached to a contract m verb 1. to
attach a document to something 2. to
take possession of a territory which be-
longs to another state and attach it to
your country, so taking full sovereignty
over the territory o The island was an-
nexed by the neighbouring republic. o
The war was caused by a dispute over
the annexing of a strip of land.

annual /'enjual/ adjective for one year
o on an annual basis each year

Annual General Meeting /,&njuol
,dzen(o)ral 'mi:tiy/ noun a meeting of
the shareholders of a company which
takes place once a year to approve the ac-
counts. Abbreviation AGM

annually /'znjusli/ adverb each year
o The figures are revised annually.

annual return / @njusl ri't3:m/ noun
a form to be completed by each company
once a year, giving details of the direc-
tors and the financial state of the compa-
ny

annuitant /o'njuiitont/ noun some-
body who receives an annuity

annuity /o'nju:iti/ noun money paid
each year to a person, usually as the re-
sult of an investment o fo buy or to take
out an annuity o He has a government
annuity or an annuity from the govern-
ment.



any other business

annul /a'nal/ verb 1. to stop something
having any legal effect o The contract
was annulled by the court. 2. to declare
that something never existed or that
something never had legal effect o Their
marriage has been annulled. (NOTE: [all
senses] annulling — annulled)

annullable /o'nalob(a)l/ adjective
able to be cancelled

annulling /o'nalig/ adjective cancel-
ling o annulling clause m noun the act of
cancelling o the annulling of a contract

annulment /a'nalmant/ noun the act
of cancelling

annulment of adjudication /o
nalmont ov o,d3uidr'kerf(a)n/ noun
the cancelling of an order making some-
one bankrupt

annulment of marriage /o, nalmoant
v 'merid3/ noun the act of ending a
marriage by saying that it was never val-
id

annum /'&nom/ » per annum

answer /'amnsa/ noun 1. a spoken or
written reply o my letter got no answer or
there was no answer to my letter o I am
writing in answer to your letter of Octo-
ber 6th. o I tried to phone his office but
there was no answer. 2. a formal reply to
an allegation made in court, especially a
defence made by a respondent to a di-
vorce petition m verb 1. to speak or write
after someone has spoken or written to
you o to answer a letter to write a letter
in reply to a letter which you have re-
ceived o to answer the telephone to lift
the telephone when it rings and listen to
what the caller is saying 2. to reply for-
mally to an allegation made in court o to
answer charges to plead guilty or not
guilty to a charge o the judge ruled
there was no case to answer the judge
ruled that the prosecution or the claimant
had not shown that the accused or the de-
fendant had done anything wrong

answerable /'a:ns(o)rob(o)l/ adjec-
tive being responsible for one’s actions
and having to explain why actions have
been taken o He is answerable to the Po-
lice Commissioner for the conduct of the
officers in his force. o She refused to be
held answerable for the consequences of
the police committee’s decision. (NOTE:

You are answerable to someone for an
action.)

ante /'znti/ Latin adverb meaning
‘which has taken place earlier’ or ‘be-
fore’

antecedents / @nti'si:d(o)nts/ plural
noun details of the background of a con-
victed person given to a court before sen-
tence is passed

antedate /.@nti'dert/ verb to put an
earlier date on a document o The invoice
was antedated to January Ist.

anti- /enti/ prefix against o an anti-
drug campaign o the anti-terrorist squad
anticipatory /en'tisipot(o)ri/ adjec-
tive done before it is due

anticipatory breach /&n
tisipat(9)ri 'brizt[/ noun a refusal by a
party to a contract to perform his or her
obligations under the contract at a time
before they were due to be performed

antisocial behaviour /,&ntisou[(a)l
br'hervja/ noun bad or unpleasant be-
haviour in public

Antisocial Behaviour Order
/,@ntisauf(9)l br'hervjs ,0:do/ noun an
order that can be applied for by the police
against any individual over the age of 10
years old who is causing someone dis-
tress, harm or harassment, in order to re-
strict their behaviour. Abbreviation AS-
BO. » Acceptable Behaviour Con-
tract (NOTE: ASBOs are a provision of
the Crime and Disorder Act 1998.)

anti-trust / &nti 'trast/ adjective at-
tacking monopolies and encouraging
competition o anti-trust laws or legisla-
tion

Anton Piller order /@nton 'pilor
,o1da/ noun in a civil case, an order by a
court allowing a party to inspect and re-
move a defendant’s documents, especial-
ly where the defendant might destroy ev-
idence (NOTE: So called after the case
of Anton Piller K.G. v. Manufacturing
Processes Ltd. Since the introduction
of the new Civil Procedure Rules in
April 1999, this term has been replaced
by search order.)

any other business /eni ,A00
'biznis/ noun an item at the end of an
agenda, where any matter not already on



apology

the agenda can be raised. Abbreviation
AOB

apology /o'polad3zi/ noun a defence
made to an action of defamation where
the defendant argues that the offending
statement was either made innocently or
unintentionally (NOTE: Even if an apolo-
gy is not accepted, the offer in itself will
always be capable of reducing the
amount of compensation awarded to
the plaintiff.)

a posteriori /,e1 posteri'o:ri/ phrase
a Latin phrase meaning ‘from what has
been concluded afterwards’ o a posteri-
ori argument an argument based on ob-
servation

apparent /o'paxront/ adjective easily
visible, or obvious o apparent defect a
defect which can be easily seen

appeal /5'pi:l/ noun 1. the act of asking
a higher court to change a decision of a
lower court o the appeal from the court
order or the appeal against the planning
decision will be heard next month o He
lost his appeal for damages against the
company. o to win a case on appeal to
lose a case in the first court, but to have
the decision changed by an appeal court
o appeal against conviction the act of
asking a higher court to change the deci-
sion of a lower court that a person is
guilty o appeal against sentence the act
of asking a higher court to reduce a sen-
tence imposed by a lower court 2. the act
of asking a government department to
change a decision m verbto ask a govern-
ment department to change its decision
or a high law court to change a sentence
o The company appealed against the de-
cision of the planning officers. o He has
appealed to the Supreme Court. (NOTE:
You appeal to a court or against a de-
cision, an appeal is heard and either al-
lowed or dismissed.)

Appeal Court /o'piil ko:t/ noun »
Court of Appeal

appear /o'p1a/ verb 1. to seem o The
witness appeared to have difficulty in re-
membering what had happened. 2. (of a
party in a case) to come to court 3. (of a
barrister or solicitor) to come to court to
represent a client o Mr A. Clark QC is
appearing on behalf of the defendant.

appearance /a'piorans/ noun the act
of coming to court to defend or prosecute
a case o to enter an appearance to reg-
ister with a court that a defendant intends
to defend an action

appellant /s'pelont/ noun a person
who goes to a higher court to ask it to
change a decision or a sentence imposed
by a lower court

appellate /o'pelot/ adjective referring
to appeal

appellate committee /o'pelot ko
.miti/ noun the upper house of the Brit-
ish Parliament, which is responsible for
analysing legislation and hearing cases
which have been referred to it by lower
courts

appellate court /o'pelst ko:t/ noun»
Court of Appeal

appellate jurisdiction /5 pelot
.d3voaris'dik [(a)n/ noun the power of a
judge to hear appeals from a previous de-
cision made by a lower court o If the ECJ
tries to decide if a national court’s deci-
sion to refer a case to it is correct, then
the ECJ is exercising a form of appellate
Jjurisdiction.

appendix /o'pendiks/ noun an addi-
tional piece of text at the end of a docu-
ment o The markets covered by the agen-
cy agreement are listed in the Appendix.
o See Appendix B for the clear-up rates
of notifiable offences. (NOTE: The plural
is appendices.)

applicant /'zplikont/ noun 1. some-
body who applies for something o an ap-
plicant for a job or a job applicant o
There were thousands of applicants for
shares in the new company. 2. somebody
who applies for a court order

application /,&pli'kerf(o)n/ noun 1.
the act or process of asking for some-
thing, usually in writing o application
for shares o shares payable on applica-
tion o application for a job or job appli-
cation 2. the act of asking the Court to
make an order o His application for an
injunction was refused. o Solicitors act-
ing for the wife made an application for
a maintenance order.

COMMENT: Applications can now be

dealt with by telephone (a ‘telephone

hearing’); urgent applications can be



appurtenances

made without making an application
notice.
application form /epli'kerf(o)n
form/ noun a form to be filled in when
applying o to fill in an application form
for a job or a job application form

application notice /,@pliikerf(o)n
,nautis/ noun a document by which an
applicant applies for a court order. The
notice must state what type of order is
being sought and the reasons for seeking
it. (NOTE: The phrase applications
made without notice being served
on the other party is now used instead
of ex parte applications.)

apply /a'plar/ verb 1. to ask for some-
thing, usually in writing o fo apply for a
job o to apply for shares o to apply in
writing o to apply in person o My client
wishes to apply for Legal Aid. o He ap-
plied for judicial review or for compen-
sation or for an adjournment. o to apply
to the Court to ask the court to make an
order o he applied to the Court for an in-
Jjunction 2. to affect or be relevant to
something or someone o This clause ap-
plies only to deals outside the EU. o The
legal precedent applies to cases where
the parents of the child are divorced.

appoint /o'pomnt/ verb to choose
someone for a job o to appoint James
Smith to the post of manager o The gov-
ernment has appointed a QC to head the
inquiry. o The court appointed a receiv-
er: (NOTE: You appoint a person to a job
orto do ajob.)

appointee /opoin'ti:/ noun somebody
who is appointed to a job

appointment /o'pomtmont/ noun 1.
an arrangement to meet someone o fo
make or to fix an appointment for two
o’clock o to make an appointment with
someone for two o’clock o He was late
for his appointment. o She had to cancel
her appointment. 2. the act of appointing
someone or being appointed to a job o on
his appointment as magistrate when he
was made a magistrate 3. a job o legal
appointments vacant list in a newspa-
per of legal jobs which are vacant

appointments book /o'pomtmonts
buk/ noun a desk diary in which ap-
pointments are noted

apportion /o'poif(a)n/ verb to share
out something such as property, rights or
liabilities in appropriate proportions o
Costs are apportioned according to
planned revenue.

apportionment  /o'po:f(o)nmont/
noun the act of sharing out such as prop-
erty, rights or liabilities in appropriate
proportions

appraise /o'preiz/ verb to make an es-
timate of the value of something

appraiser /o'preiza/ noun somebody
who appraises something

apprehend /,@pr1'hend/ verb
(formal) 1. to understand o I apprehend
that you say your client has a reference.
2. to arrest and take into police custody o
The suspect was apprehended at the
scene of the crime.

apprehension /,&pri'henf(a)n/
noun the act of arresting someone
(formal)

appropriate adjective /o'proupriat/
suitable for a particular purpose o Is a
fine an appropriate punishment for sex
offences? m verb [d'praupriert/ 1. to
take control of something illegally 2. to
take something for a particular use, e.g.
taking funds from an estate to pay lega-
cies to beneficiaries

appropriation /o proupri'erf(o)n/
noun the allocation of money for a par-
ticular purpose such as distributing parts
of an estate to beneficiaries

approval /o'pru:v(a)l/ noun 1. permis-
sion to do something given by someone
with authority o to submit a budget for
approval 2. o on approval a sale where
the buyer pays for goods only if they are
satisfactory

approve /o'prurv/ verb to agree to
something officially o fo approve the
terms of a contract o The proposal was
approved by the board. o The motion was
approved by the committee. o to approve
of to think something is good
approved school /o'pru:vd sku:l/
noun formerly, a school for young delin-
quents

appurtenances /o'p3airtinansiz/ plu-
ral noun land or buildings attached to or
belonging to a property



appurtenant

appurtenant /o'p3a:rtinont/ adjective
relevant to

a priori /,e1 prar'o:ri/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘from the first’: using
logic and reason to draw conclusions
from what is already known o a priori
argument reasoning based on ideas or
assumptions, not on real examples
arbitrate /'a:bitreit/ verb (usually
used in building, shipping or employ-
ment disputes) to settle a dispute be-
tween parties by referring it to an arbitra-
tor instead of going to court o fo arbi-
trate in a dispute

arbitration /,a:br'treif(o)n/ noun the
settling of a dispute by an outside person
or persons agreed on by both sides o ro
submit a dispute to arbitration o to refer
a question to arbitration o to take a dis-
pute to arbitration o to go to arbitration
arbitration  agreement /a:br
'tre1f(9)n 9,griimont/ noun an agree-
ment by two parties to submit a dispute
to arbitration

arbitration award /,a:br'trerf(o)n o
,word/ noun a ruling given by an arbitra-
tor

arbitration board /a:br'trerf(o)n
bo:d/ noun a group which arbitrates

arbitration clause /a:br'trerf(o)n
klo:z/ noun a written term in a contract,
usually a commercial contracts, requir-
ing anyone who is party to the contract to
agree to refer any contractual disputes to
arbitration

arbitrator /'a:bitrerta/ noun a person
not concerned with a dispute who is cho-
sen by both sides to try to settle it o an in-
dustrial arbitrator o to accept or to reject
the arbitrator’s ruling

argue /'aigjui/ verb 1. to discuss
something about which there is disagree-
ment o They argued over or about the
price. o Counsel spent hours arguing
about the precise meaning of the clause.
2. to give reasons for something o Pros-
ecuting counsel argued that the accused
should be given exemplary sentences. o
The police solicitor argued against
granting bail. (NOTE: You argue with
someone about or over something.)

argument /'a:gjumont/ noun 1. the
discussion of something without agree-

ment o They got into an argument with
the judge over the relevance of the docu-
ments to the case. o He sacked his solic-
itor after an argument over costs. 2. a
speech giving reasons for something o
The judge found the defence arguments
difficult to follow. o Counsel presented
the argument for the prosecution. o The
Court of Appeal was concerned that the

judge at first instance had delivered
Jjudgment

without proper argument.
(NOTE: can be used without the)

arise /a'raiz/ verb to happen as a result
of something o The situation has arisen
because neither party is capable of pay-
ing the costs of the case. o The problem
arises from the difficulty in understand-
ing the regulations.

armed neutrality /ammd nju:
'treeloti/ noun the condition of a country
which is neutral during a war, but main-
tains armed forces to defend itself

armourer /'a:mord/ noun a criminal
who supplies guns to other criminals
(slang)

arm’s length /,a:mz 'len8/ noun o at
arm’s length not closely connected o to
deal with someone at arm’s length to
deal as if there were no connection be-
tween the parties, e.g. when a company
buys a service from one of its own sub-
sidiaries o The directors were required to
deal with the receiver at arm’s length.

arraign /o'remn/ verb to make an ac-
cused person appear in the court and read
the indictment to him or her

arraignment /o'reinmont/ noun the
act of reading of an indictment to the ac-
cused and hearing his or her plea

arrangement /o'reindzmont/ noun
1. a way in which something is organised
o The company secretary is making all
the arrangements for the AGM. 2. the
settling of a financial dispute, especially
by proposing a plan for repaying credi-
tors o to come to an arrangement with
the creditors

arrears /o'r1oz/ plural noun money
which has not been paid at the time when
it was due o to allow the payments to fall
into arrears o in arrears owing money
which should have been paid earlier o
The payments are six months in arrears.
o He is six weeks in arrears with his rent.



ASBO

arrest /a'rest/ noun an act of taking
and keeping someone in custody legally,
so that he or she can be questioned and
perhaps charged with a crime o a war-
rant is out for his arrest a magistrate
has signed a warrant, giving the police
the power to arrest someone for a crime
o under arrest kept and held by the po-
lice o Six of the gang are in the police
station under arrest. m verb 1. to hold
someone legally so as to keep him or her
in custody and charge them with a crime
o Two of the strikers were arrested. o The
constable stopped the car and arrested
the driver. 2. to seize a ship or its cargo
3. to stop something from continuing

arrestable offence /o restobl o
'fens/ noun a crime for which someone
can be arrested without a warrant, usual-
ly an offence which carries a penalty of
at least five years’ imprisonment

arrest of judgment /orest ov
'dzadzmont/ noun a situation where a
judgment is held back because there ap-
pears to be an error in the documentation

arrest warrant /s rest 'worant/ noun
a warrant signed by a magistrate which
gives the police the power to arrest some-
one for a crime. » citizen’s arrest
COMMENT: Any citizen may arrest a
person who is committing a serious of-
fence, though members of the police
force have wider powers, in particular
the power to arrest persons on suspi-
cion of a serious crime or in cases
where an arrest warrant has been
granted. Generally a policeman is not
entitled to arrest someone without a
warrant if the person does not know or
is not told the reason for his arrest.
arson /'a:s(9)n/ noun the notifiable of-
fence of setting fire to a building o He
was charged with arson. o During the
riot there were ten cases of looting and
two of arson. o The police who are inves-
tigating the fire suspect arson. o an ar-
son attack on a house setting fire to a
house

arsonist /'a:s(o)nist/ noun somebody
who commits arson

article /'a:tik(9)l/ noun 1. a product or
thing for sale o a black market in import-
ed articles of clothing 2. a section of a le-
gal agreement o See article 8 of the con-
tract. 3. o articles of association, arti-

cles of incorporation US document
which regulates the way in which a com-
pany’s affairs are managed 4. o to serve
articles to work as an articled clerk in a
solicitor’s office

Article 81 /,a:tik(o)l ,erti 'wan/ noun
a provision contained in the Treaty of
Rome designed to prevent agreements
that aim to or effectively restrict, prevent
or manipulate competition in the Euro-
pean Union (NOTE: Formerly known as
Article 85.)

Article 82 /,a:tik(a)l ,e1ti 'tu:/ noun a
provision contained in the Treaty of
Rome designed to prevent businesses
abusing their position of dominance
within the European Union

articled clerk /a:tik(o)ld 'kla:k/
noun formerly, a trainee who is bound by
a contract to work in a solicitor’s office
for some years to learn the law (NOTE:
Now called trainee solicitor.)

articles /'a:tik(o)lz/ noun formerly,
the period during which someone is
working in a solicitor’s office to learn the
law (NOTE: Now called traineeship.)

articles of association /,a:tik(a)lz
v 9,sausi'erf(a)n/ noun a document
which regulates the way in which a com-
pany’s affairs such as the appointment of
directors or rights of shareholders are
managed. Also called articles of incor-
poration

articles of impeachment
/,aitik(9)lz av 1m'pirtfmont/ noun US
a statement of the grounds on which a
public official is to be impeached

articles of incorporation
/,aitik(9)lz av 1n koipa'rerf(a)n/ noun
same as articles of association
articles of partnership /,a:tik(s)lz
9v 'pa:tnafip/ noun a document which
sets up the legal conditions of a partner-
ship o She is a director appointed under
the articles of the company. o This proce-
dure is not allowed under the articles of
association of the company.

artificial person /a:tifif(d)l
'p3:s(a)n/ noun a body such as a compa-
ny which is regarded as a person in law

ASBO abbreviation Antisocial Behav-
iour Order



ascendant

ascendant /o'sendont/ noun the par-
ent or grandparent of a person (NOTE:
The opposite, the children or grandchil-
dren of a person, are descendants.)

ask /a:sk/ verb 1. to put a question to
someone o Prosecuting counsel asked
the accused to explain why the can of
petrol was in his car. 2. to tell someone
to do something o The police officers
asked the marchers to go home. o She
asked her secretary to fetch a file from
the managing director’s office. o The
customs officials asked him to open his
case. o The judge asked the witness to
write the name on a piece of paper. 3. o
to ask for something to say that you
want or need something o He asked for
the file on 1992 debtors. o Counsel asked
for more time to consult with his col-
leagues. o There is a man on the phone
asking for Mr Smith. o to ask for bail to
be granted to ask a court to allow a pris-
oner to be remanded on bail

assassin /o'sesin/ noun someone
who murders a well-known person

assassinate /o'sasmert/ verb to
murder a well-known person

assassination /a,s&s1'neif(a)n/
noun the murder of a well-known person

assault /o'so:lt/ verb the crime or tort
of acting in such a way that someone is
afraid he or she will be attacked and hurt
o She was assaulted by two muggers.
battery m noun the offence of acting in-
tentionally to make someone afraid that
they will be attacked and hurt o He was
sent to prison for assault. o The number
of cases of assault or the number of as-
saults on policemen is increasing. (NOTE:
As a crime or tort, assault has no plural.
When it has a plural it means ‘cases of
assault’.)
COMMENT: Assault should be distin-
guished from battery, in that assault is
the threat of violence, whereas battery
is actual violence. However, because
the two are so closely connected, the
term ‘assault’ is frequently used as a
general term for violence to a person.
‘Aggravated assault’ is assault caus-
ing serious injury or carried out in con-
nection with another serious crime.
The term ‘common assault’ is fre-
quently used for any assault which is
not an aggravated assault.

assaulter /a'so:1to/ noun 1. a member
of a police hostage rescue team 2. some-
one who attacks another person physical-
ly or verbally in a violent way

assay /'asel, 9'sel/ noun a test of a
precious metal such as gold or silver to
see if it is of the right quality

assay mark /'zser ma:k/ noun a
mark put on gold or silver items to show
that the metal is of correct quality. Also
called hallmark

assemble /o'semb(d)l/ verb 1. to
come together or to gather o The crowd
assembled in front of the police station.
2. to put something together from vari-
ous parts o The police are still assem-
bling all the evidence.

assembly /o'sembli/ noun the action
of people meeting together in a group. o
freedom of assembly, unlawful as-
sembly

assemblyman /o'sembliman/ noun a
member of an assembly

Assembly of the European Com-
munity /o0,sembli ov 0o ,juarapion ko
'mjuiniti/ noun the European Parlia-
ment

assent /a'sent/ noun 1. agreement to
or approval of something 2. notification
by a personal representative that part of
an estate is not needed for the adminis-
tration of the estate and can be passed to
the beneficiary named in the will (NOTE:
The assent can be given verbally or in
writing and applies to personal property
and real estate.) m verb to agree to
something o The executor assented to the
vesting of the property to the beneficiary.
assent procedure /osent pro
'sizrd3za/ noun a procedure by which the
approval of the European Parliament is
necessary before legislation can be put
into law

assess /a'ses/ verb to calculate the
value of something, especially for tax or
insurance purposes o fo assess damages
at £1,000 o to assess a property for the
purposes of insurance

assessment /o'sesmont/ noun a cal-
culation of value o assessment of damag-
es o assessment of property o tax assess-
ment
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assured shorthold tenancy

assessment of costs /o,sesmont
ov 'kosts/ noun an assessment of the
costs of a legal action by the costs judge
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has replaced taxation of costs.)

assessor/a'sesd/ noun an expert who
helps the court when a case requires spe-
cialised technical knowledge

asset /'@set/ noun something which
belongs to company or person and which
has a specific value o He has an excess of
assets over liabilities. o Her assets are
only £640 as against liabilities of
£24,000.

asset value / @set 'valjui/ noun the
value of a company calculated by adding
together all its assets

assign /a'samn/ verb 1. to give or trans-
fer something o fo assign a right to
someone o to assign shares to someone o
to assign a debt to someone 2. to give
someone a piece of work to do o He was
assigned the job of checking the numbers
of stolen cars. o Three detectives have
been assigned to the case. m noun same
as assignee

assignee /,@sar'nii/ noun somebody
who receives something which has been
assigned

assignment /o'sainmont/ noun 1. the
legal transfer of a property or of a right o
assignment of a patent or of a copyright
o assignment of a lease 2. a document by
which something is assigned 3. a partic-
ular task to be completed o We have put
six constables on that particular assign-
ment.

assignor / @sar'no:/ noun somebody
who assigns something to someone
assigns /o'sainz/ plural noun people
to whom property has been assigned o
his heirs and assigns people who have
inherited property and have had it trans-
ferred to them

assist /a'sist/ verb to help o The ac-
cused had to be assisted into the dock. o
She has been assisting us with our in-
quiries.

Assistant Chief Constable /o
sist(a)nt tfi:f 'kanstab(a)l/ noun a
rank in the police force below Chief
Constable

assisted person /o sistid 'p3:s(o)n/
noun somebody who is receiving Legal
Aid

Assizes, Assize Courts plural noun
formerly, the Crown Court

associate /o'sousiert/  adjective
joined together with something m noun
somebody who works in the same busi-
ness as someone o In his testimony he
named six associates. m verb to mix with
or to meet people o she associated with
criminals she was frequently in the com-
pany of criminals

associate company /o,sousiot
'kamp(o)ni/ noun a company which is
partly owned or controlled by another
associated /o'sousiertid/ adjective
joined to or controlled by o Smith Ltd
and its associated company, Jones
Brothers.

associate director /o,sousiot dar
'rekta/ noun a director who attends
board meetings, but does not have the
full powers of a director

associated person /o sousiertid
'p3:s(d)n/ noun a concept widened by
the Family Law Act 1996, allowing any
person who falls under this category the
right to apply for a protection order. v
non-molestation order, occupation
order

Associate  Justice /o sousiot
'dzAstis/ noun US a member of the Su-
preme Court who is not the Chief Justice
associate of the Crown Office /o
,sousiert av d1 kravn 'nfis/ noun an of-
ficial who is responsible for the clerical
and administrative work of a court
association /5,sousi'er[(a)n/ noun 1.
a group of people or of companies with
the same interest o trade association o
employers’ association 2. (in prison) the
time when prisoners can move about and
meet other prisoners

assure /a'[ua/ verb to have an agree-
ment with an insurance company that in
return for regular payment, the company
will pay compensation for injury or loss
of life o the assured the person whose
interests are assured, who is entitled to
the benefit in an insurance policy
assured shorthold tenancy /o
Juad Jorthould 'tenonsi/ noun a ten-



assured tenancy

ancy allowing a landlord to bypass the
usual grounds for regaining possession
of an assured tenancy. The Housing Act
1996 states that from the 28th February
1997, a landlord will no longer be re-
quired to give notice to the tenant and as
of this date all new tenancies will auto-
matically be classified as assured short-
hold tenancies unless otherwise speci-
fied in the contract.

assured tenancy /s, fuad 'tenansi/
noun in England and Wales, a lease un-
der the Housing Act 1988 that gives a
tenant limited security of tenure and al-
lows a landlord a specific means of ter-
minating a lease

assurer /o'[uora/, assuror noun a
company which provides insurance
COMMENT: assure and assurance are
used in Britain for insurance policies
relating to something which will cer-
tainly happen (such as death or the
end of a given period of time); for other
types of policy use insure and insur-
ance.
asylum /a'satlom/ noun refuge in a
country granted to a person who is sub-
ject to extradition by a foreign govern-
ment o to ask for political asylum to ask
to be allowed to remain in a foreign
country because it would be dangerous
to return to the home country for political
reasons

at issue /ot '1fu:/ » issue

at large /ot 'la:dz/ adjective not in
prison o Three prisoners escaped — two
were recaptured, but one is still at large.

attach /a'tet[/ verb 1. to fasten some-
thing to something else o I am attaching
a copy of my previous letter. o Attached
is a copy of my letter of June 24th. 2. to
arrest a person or take property

attaché /o'te[er/ noun a person who
does specialised work in an embassy
abroad o a military attaché o The gov-
ernment ordered the commercial attaché
to return home.

attachment /o'tatfmont/ noun a
court order preventing a debtor’s proper-
ty from being sold until debts are paid

attachment of earnings /o
tetf/mont ov 'sininz/ noun a legal
power to take money from a person’s sal-

ary to pay money which is owed to the
courts

attachment of earnings order /o
tetf/mont ov 'smigz ,0:do/ noun a
court order to make an employer pay part
of an employee’s salary to the court to
pay off debts

attack /o'tak/ verb 1. to try to hurt or
harm someone o The security guard was
attacked by three men carrying guns. 2.
to criticise o The newspaper attacked the
government for not spending enough
money on the police. m noun 1. the act of
trying to hurt or harm someone o There
has been an increase in attacks on police
or in terrorist attacks on planes. 2. criti-
cism o The newspaper published an at-
tack on the government. (NOTE: You at-
tack someone, but make an attack on
someone.)

attacker /o'takos/ noun somebody who
attacks o She recognised her attacker
and gave his description to the police.

attempt /o'tempt/ noun 1. an act of
trying to do something o The company
made an attempt to break into the Amer-
ican market. o The takeover attempt was
turned down by the board. o All his at-
tempts to get a job have failed. 2. an act
of trying to do something illegal (NOTE:
Attempt is a crime even if the attempted
offence has not been committed.)

attempted murder /5 temptid
'm3:da/ noun the notifiable offence of
trying to murder someone

attend /a'tend/ verb to be present at o
The witnesses were summoned to attend
the trial.

attendance /o'tendons/ noun the fact
of being present

attendance centre /s tendons
'sentd/ noun a place where a young per-
son may be sent by a court to take part in
various activities or do hard work as a
punishment. This applies to people be-
tween the ages of 17 and 21 and is on the
condition that they have not had a custo-
dial sentence before.

attest /o'test/ verb to sign a document
such as a will in the presence of a witness
who also signs the document to confirm
that the signature is genuine



authorised dealer

attestation /,xte'ster[(o)n/ noun the
act of signing a document such as a will
in the presence of a witness to show that
the signature is genuine

attestation clause /ate'sterf(o)n
klo:z/ noun a clause showing that the
signature of the person signing a legal
document has been witnessed (NOTE:
The attestation clause is usually writ-
ten: ‘signed sealed and delivered by ...
in the presence of ...".)

attorn /5'to:n/ verb to transfer

attorney /o't3mi/ noun 1. somebody
who is legally allowed to act on behalf of
someone else 2. US a lawyer

attorney-at-law /o,t3:mni ot 'lo:/ noun
formerly, a barrister

Attorney-General /5,t3:ni
'dzen(a)ral/ noun 1. in the UK, one of
the Law Officers, a Member of Parlia-
ment, who prosecutes for the Crown in
some court cases, advises government
departments on legal problems and de-
cides if major criminal offences should
be tried 2. in a US state or in the federal
government, the head of legal affairs
(NOTE: In the US Federal Government,
the Attorney-General is in charge of the
Justice Department.)

attributable /o'tribjutob(a)l/ adjec-
tive being able to be attributed
attribute /o'tribju:t/ verb to suggest
that something came from a source o re-
marks attributed to the Chief Constable
audi alteram partem /avdi
&lterom 'paitom/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘hear the other side’: a
rule in natural justice that everyone has
the right to speak in his or her own de-
fence and to have the case against them
explained clearly

audit/'o:dit/ noun1. an examination of
the books and accounts of a company o
to carry out an annual audit 2. a careful
review of the effectiveness of something
o an audit of safety procedures m verb 1.
to examine the books and accounts of a
company o to audit the accounts o The
books have not yet been audited. 2. to re-
view something carefully

Audit Commission /o:dit ko
'mif(a)n/ noun an independent body
which examines the accounts of local au-

thorities, ensures that money is spent le-
gally and wisely, and checks for possible
fraud and corruption

auditor /'o:dita/ noun somebody who
audits o The AGM appoints the compa-
ny’s auditors.

audit trail /'o:dit treil/ noun a record
in the form of computer or printed docu-
ments that shows how something hap-
pened

autarchy /'s:ta:ki/ noun a situation
where a state rules itself without outside
interference and has full power over its
own affairs

autarky /'o:ta:ki/ noun a situation
where a state is self-sufficient and can
provide for all its needs without outside
help

authenticate /o:'Oenti kert/ verb to
show that something is true
authenticity /,0:0en'tisiti/ noun the
state of being genuine o The police are
checking the authenticity of the letter. o
An electronic signature confirms the au-
thenticity of the text.

authorisation /:0srar'zerf(o)n/,
authorization noun 1. official permis-
sion or power to do something o Do you
have authorisation for this expenditure?
o He has no authorisation to act on our
behalf. 2. a document showing that
someone has official permission to do
something o He showed the bank his au-
thorisation to inspect the contents of the
safe.

authorise /'5:0o,raiz/, authorize
['o10araiz/ verb 1. to give official per-
mission for something to be done o o
authorise payment of £10,000 2. to give
someone the authority to do something o
to authorise someone to act on your be-
half

authorised /'5:0oraizd/, authorized
adjective permitted

authorised capital /o:0oraizd
'keeprit(a)l/ noun the amount of capital
which a company is allowed to have, ac-
cording to its memorandum of associa-
tion

authorised dealer /o:00raizd
'di:la/ noun a person or company such as
a bank which is allowed to buy and sell
foreign currency



authoritarian

authoritarian /o: 0ori'tearion/ ad-
jective acting because of having power
authoritarianism /21,0pr11
'tearion[[d1¢]],1z(9)m/ noun a theory
that a regime must rule its people strictly
in order to be efficient
authoritarian regime /ot
Opritearion rer'zizm/ noun a govern-
ment which rules its people strictly and
does not allow anyone to oppose its deci-
sions
authoritative /o:'0oritotiv/ adjective
1. having the force of law o Courts in
Member States cannot give authoritative
rulings on how Community law should
be interpreted. 2. based on the best relia-
ble information o an authoritative opin-
ion on likely trends
authority /o:'0orsti/ noun 1. official
power given to someone to do something
o He has no authority to act on our be-
half. o She was acting on the authority of
the court. o On whose authority was the
charge brought? 2. o the authorities the
government, police or official organisa-
tions with legal powers to control things
automatism /o:'tomotiz(e)m/ nouna
defence to a criminal charge whereby the
accused states he or she acted involuntar-
ily
autonomous /o:'tonomoas/ adjective
governing itself o an autonomous re-
gional government
autonomy /o:'tpnomi/ noun self-gov-
ernment, or freedom from outside con-
trol o The separatists are demanding full
autonomy for their state. o The govern-
ment has granted the region a limited au-
tonomy.
autopsy /'ortopsi/ noun an examina-
tion of a dead person to see what was the
cause of death
autrefois acquit /outrofwae o'kiy/
phrase a French phrase meaning ‘previ-
ously acquitted’: a plea that an accused
person has already been acquitted of the
crime with which he or she is charged
COMMENT: There is no appeal against
an acquittal, and a person who has
been acquitted of a crime cannot be
charged with the same crime again.
autrefois convict /outrofwe kon
'vikt/ phrase a French phrase meaning
‘previously convicted’: a plea that an ac-

cused person has already been convicted
of the crime with which he or she is now
charged

available /o'veilob(o)l/ adjective able
to be used o The right of self-defence is
only available against unlawful attack.

aver /a'v3ai/ verb to make a statement or
an allegation in pleadings (NOTE: aver-
ring — averred)

average /'zv(o)ridz/ noun 1. a
number calculated by adding together
several figures and dividing by the
number of figures added o sales average
or average of sales o The average for the
last three months or the last three
months’ average. o on average in gener-
al o On average, £15 worth of goods are
stolen every day. 2. the sharing of the
cost of damage or loss of a ship between
the insurers and the owners m adjective
1. calculated by adding together several
figures and dividing by the number of
figures added o the average cost of ex-
penses per employee o the average fig-
ures for the last three months o the aver-
age increase in prices 2. ordinary or typ-
ical o The company’s performance has
been only average. o He is an average
worker. o above or below average more
or less than is usual or typical m verb to
produce as an average figure o Price in-
creases have averaged 10% per annum.
o Days lost through sickness have aver-
aged twenty-two over the last four years.
average adjuster /=zv(o)ridz o
'd3asta/ noun somebody who calculates
how much is due to the insured when he
or she makes a claim under his or her
policy

average adjustment / &v(o)rids o
'‘dzastmant/ noun a calculation of the
share of cost of damage or loss of a ship

average income per capita
/,@v(a)ridz ,inkam pa 'kapits/ noun
the average income of one person
averment /o'v3imont/ noun a state-
ment or allegation made in pleadings

avoid /a'vord/ verb 1. to try not to do
something o The company is trying to
avoid bankruptcy. o My aim is to avoid
paying too much tax. o We want to avoid
direct competition with Smith Ltd. o to
avoid creditors to make sure that credi-



AWOL

tors cannot find you so as not to pay them
2. to make something void o fo avoid a
contract 3. to quash a sentence

avoidance /o'void(e)ns/ noun 1. a
plan or deliberate policy to avoid some-
thing or someone o avoidance of an
agreement or of a contract 2. a confes-
sion to a charge, but suggesting it should
be cancelled

award /o'wo:d/ noun a decision which
settles a dispute o an award made by an

industrial tribunal o The arbitrator’s
award was set aside on appeal. m verb to
decide the amount of money to be given
to someone o to award someone a salary
increase o to award damages o The

Jjudge awarded costs to the defendant. o

to award a contract to a company to
decide that a company will have the con-
tract to do work for you

AWOL /'etwpl/ abbreviation absent
without leave



backdate /bzk'dert/ verb to put an
earlier date on a cheque or an invoice o
Backdate your invoice to April 1st. o The
pay increase is backdated to January 1st.

background /'bzkgrauvnd/ noun 1.
the previous experience, cultural back-
ground or family connections that some-
one has o The accused is from a good
background. o Can you tell us something
of the girl’s family background? 2. gen-
eral facts about a situation including rel-
evant information about what happened
in the past o He explained the back-
ground to the claim. o The court asked
for details of the background to the case.
o I know the contractual situation as it
stands now, but can you fill in the back-
ground details?

back interest /bak 'introst/ noun
interest which has not yet been paid
back orders /'bak ,0:daz/ noun or-
ders received in the past and not yet sup-
plied

back pay /'bzk pel/ noun salary
which has not been paid

back payment/'bak peimont/ noun
the payment of money which is owed
back rent /'bak rent/ noun rent which
has not been paid

backsheet /'bakfiit/ noun the last
sheet of paper in a legal document which,
when folded, becomes the outside sheet
and carries the endorsement

back taxes /'bak taksiz/ plural
noun taxes which have not been paid
back wages /bxk 'weidziz/ plural
noun wages which have not been paid to
a worker

bad debt /bad 'det/ noun money
owed which will never be paid back

baggage check /'begids tfek/ noun
an examination of passengers’ baggage
to see if it contains bombs

bail /beil/ noun 1. the release of an ar-
rested person from custody after pay-
ment has been made to a court on condi-
tion that the person will return to face tri-
al o to stand bail of £3,000 for someone
(NOTE: The US term is pretrial re-
lease.) 2. payment made to a court to re-
lease an arrested person o He was grant-
ed bail on his own recognizance of
£1,000. o The police opposed bail on the
grounds that the accused might try to
leave the country. (NOTE: The US term is
pretrial release.) o he was remanded
on bail of £3,000 he was released on
payment of £3,000 as a guarantee that he
would return to the court to face trial o to
jump bail not to appear in court after
having been released on bail m verb o to
bail someone out to pay a debt on behalf
of someone o She paid £3,000 to bail
him out.

bail bandit /'beil ,bandit/ noun an
accused person who commits a crime
while on bail awaiting trial for another
offence, or who fails to appear in court
on the date agreed

bail bond /'beil bond/ noun a signed
document which is given to the court as
security for payment of a judgment

bail bondsperson /,berl
'bondzp3:s(e)n/ noun someone who
provides bail money or acts as surety for
an accused person

bailee /ber'liz/ noun somebody who
receives property by way of bailment
Bailey » Old Bailey

bailiff /'beilif/ noun 1. a person em-

ployed by the court whose responsibility
is to see that documents such as sum-



bankruptcy

monses are served and that court orders
are obeyed o The court ordered the bail-
iffs to seize his property because he had
not paid his fine. (NOTE: The US equiva-
lentis a marshal.) 2. USthe deputy to a
sheriff

bailment /'beilmant/ noun a transfer
of goods by one person (the bailor) to an-
other (the bailee) who then holds them
until they have to be returned to the bail-
or. The process is that of leaving a coat in
a cloakroom or at the cleaner’s.

bailor /ber'lo:/ noun somebody who
transfers property by way of bailment

Bakke decision /'baki: di,si3(o)n/
noun a US Supreme Court ruling that
made the reservation of a specific
number of places for students from mi-
nority groups unlawful because it pre-
vented applicants not from those groups
from competing for the reserved places

balance /'balons/ noun o balance of
mind mental state

ballot-rigging /'balot rigiy/ noun
an illegal attempt to manipulate the votes
in an election so that a specific candidate
or party wins

ban /ban/ noun an order which forbids
someone from doing something or which
makes an activity illegal o a government
ban on the sale of weapons o a ban on
the copying of computer software o to
impose a ban on smoking to make an
order which forbids smoking o to lift the
ban on smoking to allow people to
smoke m verb to forbid something or
make it illegal o The government has
banned the sale of alcohol. o The sale of
pirated records has been banned.

bank /bzpk/ noun a business which
holds money for its clients, lends money
atinterest, and trades generally in money
m verb to deposit money into a bank or to
have an account with a bank

bankable paper /bapksb(a)l
'peipa/ noun a document which a bank
will accept as security for a loan

bank account /'begk 5 ,kaunt/ noun
an arrangement which you make with a
bank to keep your money safely until you
want it

bank borrowings I'bepk
\borovigz/ plural noun loans made by
banks

bank charter / bepk 't fa:ta/ noun an
official government document allowing
the establishment of a bank

bank draft /'bepk dra:ft/ noun a
cheque payable by a bank

banker’s order /'bzpkoz ,o:do/
noun an order written by a customer ask-
ing a bank to make a regular payment to
someone else

bank loan /'bapk loun/ noun money
lent by a bank

bank mandate /'bazpk  ,mendert/
noun a written order allowing someone
to sign cheques on behalf of a company

bank note /'bapk naut/, banknote
noun a piece of printed paper money
(NOTE: The US term is bill.)

bank reserves /bayk ri'z3:vz/ plu-
ral noun cash and securities held by a
bank to cover deposits

bankrupt /'bapkrapt/ adjective de-
clared by a court not capable of paying
debts o a bankrupt property developer o
He was adjudicated or declared bank-
rupt. o He went bankrupt after two years
in business. m noun someone who has
been declared by a court to be not capa-
ble of paying debts and whose affairs
have been put into the hands of a trustee
m verb to make someone become bank-
rupt o The recession bankrupted my fa-
ther.
COMMENT: A bankrupt cannot serve as
a Member of Parliament, a Justice of
the Peace, a director of a limited com-
pany, and cannot sign a contract or
borrow money.
bankruptcy /'bagkraptsi/ noun the
state of being bankrupt o The recession
has caused thousands of bankruptcies.
(NOTE: The term bankruptcy is applied
to individuals or partners, but not to
companies. For companies, the term to
use is ‘insolvency’.) o adjudication of
bankruptcy, declaration of bankrupt-
cy legal order making someone bankrupt
o to file a petition in bankruptcy 1. to
apply to the Court to be made bankrupt
2. to ask for someone else to be made
bankrupt



Bankruptcy Court

Bankruptcy Court /'bapkraptsi
ko:t/ noun a court which deals with
bankruptcies

bankruptcy notice /bapkraptsi
'noutis/ noun a notice warning someone
that they face bankruptcy if they fail to
pay money which they owe
bankruptcy petition /bangkraptsi
pa'tif(d)n/ noun an application to a
court asking for an order making some-
one bankrupt

bankruptcy proceedings
/,baenkraptsi pra'sitdinz/ plural nouna
court case to make someone bankrupt
bank transfer /'bzpk  traensfs:y/
noun the movement of money from a
bank account to an account in another
country

banning order /'beniy ,o:ds/ noun a
court order to stop someone from going
to a specific place (NOTE: banning -
banned)

banns /benz/ plural noun a declara-
tion in church that a couple intend to get
married o fo publish the banns of mar-
riage between Anne Smith and John
Jones

bar /ba:/ noun the set of rails in a court
behind which the lawyers and public
stand or sit o to be called to the bar to
pass examinations and fulfil specific re-
quirements to become a barrister o pris-
oner at the bar a prisoner being tried in
court m verb to forbid something, or
make something illegal o He was barred
from attending the meeting. o The police
commissioner barred the use of firearms.
o the Bar 1. the profession of barrister 2.
all barristers or lawyers

Bar Council /'ba: kauns(a)l/ noun
the ruling body of English and Welsh
barristers

bareboat charter /'besbout tfa:ts/
noun a charter of a ship where the owner
provides only the ship and not the crew,
fuel or insurance

bargain /'ba:gin/ noun an agreement
between two people or groups to do
something m verb to discuss something
with someone in order to make an im-
provement for yourself

bargaining /'ba:ginig/ noun the act
of discussing something in order too

reach an agreement that everyone is hap-
py with. y plea bargaining
bargaining position /'ba:ginig po
\Z1f(2)n/ noun a statement of position by
one group during negotiations

bargaining power /'ba:ginip ,pavo/
noun the relative strength of one person
or group when several people or groups
are discussing prices, wages or contracts

baron /'beron/ noun a prisoner who
has power over other prisoners because
he or she runs various rackets in a prison
(slang)

barratry /'baeratri/ noun 1. a criminal
offence by which the master or crew of a
ship damage the ship 2. US an offence of
starting a lawsuit with no grounds for do-
ing so
barrister /'barists/ noun especially in
England and Wales, a lawyer who can
plead or argue a case in one of the higher
courts
COMMENT: In England and Wales, a
barrister is a member of one of the
Inns of Court; he or she has passed
examinations and spent one year in
pupillage before being called to the
bar. Barristers have right of audience
in all courts in England and Wales, that
is to say they have the right to speak in
court, but they do not have that right
exclusively. Note also that barristers
were formerly instructed only by solici-
tors and never by members of the pub-
lic.; now they can take instruction from
professional people such as account-
ants. Barristers are now allowed to ad-
vertise their services. A barrister or a
group of barristers is referred to as
‘counsel’.
base /bers/ noun 1. the lowest or first
position 2. the place where a company
has its main office or factory, or the place
where a businessperson has their office o
The company has its base in London and
branches in all European countries. o He
has an office in Madrid which he uses as
a base while he is travelling in Southern
Europe. m verb 1. to start to calculate or
to negotiate from a position o We based
our calculations on last year’s turnover.
2. to set up a company or a person in a
place o a London-based sales executive o
The European manager is based in our
London office. o Our foreign branch is
based in the Bahamas.



bench warrant

base costs /'beis kosts/ noun the
general costs of a case which apply be-
fore any percentage increase is assessed
based on /'beist pn/ noun calculating
from

base year /'beis jio/ noun the first
year of an index, against which later
years’ changes are measured

basic award /'beisik o,wo:d/ noun a
minimum award, which is the first stage
of assessing compensation

basic rate tax /'beisik reit  teeks/
noun the lowest rate of income tax
basics /'bersiks/ plural noun simple
and important facts o to get back to ba-
sics to start discussing the basic facts
again

basis /'bersis/ noun 1. a point or
number from which calculations are
made o We have calculated the turnover
on the basis of a 6% price increase. 2.
the general facts on which something is
based o We have three people working on
a freelance basis. o on a short-term,
long-term basis for a short or long peri-
od o He has been appointed on a short-
term basis.

bastard /'ba:stod/ noun an illegiti-
mate child, born to an unmarried mother
(NOTE: The child now has some rights
to the property of its parents.)

baton /'beton/ noun a large stick used
by the police for defence and to hit peo-
ple with o The crowd was stopped by a
row of policemen carrying batons.
baton charge /'beton tfa:d3/ noun
a charge by police using batons against a
mob

baton round /'baton raund/ noun a
thick bullet made of plastic fired from a
special gun, used by the police only in
self-defence. Also called plastic bullet
batter /'bets/ verb to hit someone or
something hard o The dead man had
been battered to death with a hammer. o
Police were battering on the door of the
flat.

battered /'batod/ adjective frequently
beaten as a punishment or act of cruelty
o battered child, battered wife a child
who is frequently beaten by one of its
parents, or a wife who is frequently beat-
en by her husband

battery /'bet(o)ri/ noun the crime or
tort of using force against another per-
son. Compare assault

beak /bi:k/ noun a magistrate (slang)

bear /bea/ verb 1. (of costs) to pay o
The company bore the legal costs of both
parties. 2. o to bear on to refer to or have
an effect on o The decision of the court
bears on future cases where immigration
procedures are disputed.

bearing /'beariy/ noun an influence or
effect o to have a bearing on to refer to
or have an effect on o The decision of the
court has a bearing on future cases
where immigration procedures are dis-
puted.

beat /bi:t/ noun an area which a police-
man patrols regularly o the constable on
the beat the ordinary policeman on foot
patrol m verb o to beat a ban to do some-
thing which is going to be forbidden by
doing it rapidly before the ban is en-
forced

Beddoe order /'bedou ,0:da/ noun a
court order allowing a trustee to bring or
defend an action and to recover any re-
sulting costs from the trust property

behalf /br'ha:f/ noun o on behalf of
acting for someone or a company o solic-
itors acting on behalf of the American
company o I am writing on behalf of the
minority shareholders. o She is acting on
my behalf.

belli » casus belli

bellman /'belmoan/ noun a criminal
who specialises in stopping burglar
alarms and other security devices (slang)

bench /bent[/ noun a place where
judges or magistrates sit in court o to be
up before the bench to be in a magis-
trates’ court, accused of a crime o he is
on the bench he is a magistrate

Bencher /'bentfs/ noun one of the
senior members of an Inn of Court

bench of magistrates /bent[ ov
'mad31,strerts/ noun a group of magis-
trates in an area

bench warrant /'bentf ,woront/
noun a warrant issued by a court for the
arrest of an accused person who has not
appeared to answer charges



benefactor

benefactor /'benifekts/ noun some-
body who gives property or money to
others, especially in a will

beneficial interest /benifif(s)l
'Intrast/ noun the interest of the benefi-
ciary of a property, shares or trust, which
allows someone to occupy or receive rent
from a property, while the property is
owned by a trustee

beneficial occupier /benifif(o)l
'pkjupars/ noun somebody who occu-
pies a property but does not own it

beneficial owner /benifif(a)l
'auna/ noun the true or ultimate owner
whose interest may be concealed by a
nominee

beneficial use /benr'fif(o)l ju:s/
noun the right to use, occupy or receive
rent from a property which is owned by a
trustee

beneficiary /beni'fifori/ noun 1.
somebody who is left property in a will o
The main beneficiaries of the will are the
deceased’s family. 2. somebody whose
property is administered by a trustee
COMMENT: In a trust, the trustee is the
legal owner of the property, while the
beneficiary is the equitable owner who
receives the real benefit of the trust.
benefit /'benifit/ noun1. money or ad-
vantage gained from something o The es-
tate was left to the benefit of the owner’s
grandsons. 2. payment which is made to
someone under a national or private in-
surance scheme o She receives £52 a
week as unemployment benefit. o The
sickness benefit is paid monthly. o The
insurance office sends out benefit
cheques each week. m verb o to benefit
from, by something to be improved by
something, to gain more money because
of something

Benjamin order /'bend3zomin ,o:do/
noun an order from a court to a personal
representative, which directs how some-
one’s estate should be distributed

bent /bent/ adjective corrupt, stolen or
illegal (slang) o bent copper a corrupt
policeman o bent job an illegal deal

bequeath /bi'kwi:d/ verb to leave
property, but not freehold land, to some-
one in a will o He bequeathed his shares
to his daughter.

bequest /bi'kwest/ noun money or
property, but not freehold land, given to
someone in a will o He made several be-
quests to his staff.
COMMENT: Freehold land given in a
will is a devise.
Berne Convention /bsin keon
,venf(9)n/ noun an international agree-
ment on the regulations governing copy-
right, signed in Berne in 1886. ;) copy-
right
COMMENT: Under the Berne Conven-
tion, any book which is copyrighted in
a country which has signed the con-
vention is automatically copyrighted in
the other countries. Some countries
(notably the USA) did not sign the
Convention, and the UCC (Universal
Copyright Convention) was signed in
Geneva in 1952, under the auspices of
the United Nations, to try to bring to-
gether all countries under a uniform
copyright agreement.
best evidence rule /best
'evid(e)ns ,ru:l/ noun the rule that the
best evidence possible should be pro-
duced, so an original document is pre-
ferred to a copy
bestiality / besti'zliti/ noun buggery
with an animal
betray /bi'trel/ verb to give away a se-
cret o He betrayed the secret to the ene-
my. o to betray your country, a friend
to give away your country’s or your
friend’s secrets to an enemy
betrayal /bi'tre1al/ noun an act of be-
traying someone or something
betrayal of trust /bi trerol ov 'trast/
noun an act against someone who trusts
you
betting duty /betiy 'dju:ti/ noun a
tax levied on the activity of placing bets
on horse and dog races, etc.
BFP abbreviation US bona fide pur-
chaser
bi- /bai/ prefix twice
bias /'baras/ noun unfairly different
treatment of a person or group as com-
pared with others o likelihood of bias a
possibility that bias will occur because of
a connection between a member of the
court and a party in the case
biased /'barast/ adjective unfairly fa-
vouring a person or group as compared
with others
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bigamist /'bigomist/ noun somebody
who is married to two people at the same
time

bigamous /'bigomos/ adjective refer-
ring to bigamy o They went through a
bigamous marriage ceremony.

bigamy /'bigomi/ noun the notifiable
oftfence of going through a ceremony of
marriage to someone when you are still
married to someone else. Compare mo-
nogamy, polygamy

bilateral /bar'let(o)ral/ adjective (of
an agreement) between two parties or
countries o The minister signed a bilater-
al trade agreement.

bilateral contract /bai, let(o)rol kon
'treekt/ noun a contract where the two
parties each have duties to the other

bilateral discharge /bailetor(o)l
‘distfard3/ noun an agreement by two
parties to bring a contract to an end by re-
leasing each other from their existing ob-
ligations

bilaterally /,bar'leetor(o)li/ adverb be-
tween two parties or countries o The
agreement was reached bilaterally.

bilking /'baikiy/ noun the offence of
removing goods without paying for
them, or of refusing to pay a bill

bill /b1l/ noun 1. a written list of charges
to be paid o The salesman wrote out the
bill. o Does the bill include VAT? o The
bill is made out to Smith Ltd. o The build-
er sent in his bill. o He left the country
without paying his bills. o to foot the bill
to pay the costs 2. a list of charges in a
restaurant o Can I have the bill please? o
The bill comes to £20 including service.
o Does the bill include service? o The
waiter has added 10% to the bill for
service. 3. a written paper promising to
pay money 4. US a piece of paper money
5. a draft of a new law to be discussed by
a legislature o The house is discussing
the Noise Prevention Bill. o The Finance
Bill had its second reading yesterday. m
verb to present a bill to someone so that
it can be paid o The builders billed him
for the repairs to his neighbour’s house.
COMMENT: In the UK, a Bill passes
through the following stages in Parlia-
ment: First Reading, Second Read-
ing, Committee Stage, Report Stage
and Third Reading. The Bill goes

through these stages first in the House
of Commons and then in the House of
Lords. When all the stages have been
passed the Bill is given the Royal As-
sent and becomes law as an Act of
Parliament. In the USA, a Bill is intro-
duced either in the House or in the
Senate, is referred to an appropriate
committee with public hearings, then
to general debate in the full House.
The Bill is debated section by section
and after being passed by both House
and Senate is engrossed and sent to
the President as a joint resolution for
signature or veto.

bill of attainder /bil ov o'temdo/
noun formerly, a way of punishing a per-
son legally without holding a trial, by
passing a law to convict and sentence
him

bill of exchange /bil ov 1ks
'tfemd3/ noun a document ordering the
person to whom it is directed to pay a
person money on demand or at a speci-
fied date

bill of health /bil ov 'hel6/ noun a
document given to the master of a ship
showing that the ship is free of disease

bill of indictment /bil ov m
‘dartment/ noun US 1. a draft of an in-
dictment which is examined by the court,
and when signed becomes an indictment
2. a list of charges given to a grand jury,
asking them to indict the accused

bill of lading /,bil ov 'leidiy/ noun a
list of goods being shipped, which the
shipper gives to the person sending the
goods to show that they have been loaded

Bill of Rights /b1l ov 'raits/ noun US
those sections (i.e. the first ten amend-
ments) of the constitution of the United
States which refer to the rights and priv-
ileges of an individual

bill of sale /,bil ov 'seil/ noun 1. a
document which the seller gives to the
buyer to show that the sale has taken
place 2. a document given to a lender by
a borrower to show that the lender owns
the property as security for the loan

bills for collection /bilz fo ko
'lek fon/ noun bills where payment is
due

bills payable /,bilz 'perob(o)l/ noun
bills which a debtor will have to pay
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bind /baind/ verb to make someone
obey arule or keep a promise o The com-
pany is bound by its articles of associa-
tion. o He does not consider himself
bound by the agreement which was
signed by his predecessor. o High Court
Jjudges are bound by the decisions of the
House of Lords.

binder /'bainda/ noun US a temporary
acknowledgement of a contract of insur-
ance sent before the insurance policy is
issued (NOTE: The British English term
is cover note.)

binding /'baindiy/ adjective having
the ability to force someone to do some-
thing o This document is legally binding
or it is a legally binding document. o the
agreement is binding on all parties all
parties signing it must do what is agreed

binding precedent /baindip
'‘presid(e)nt/ noun a decision of a high-
er court which has to be followed by a
judge in a lower court

bind over /baind 'suva/ verb 1. to
make someone promise to behave well
and not commit another offence, or to re-
turn to court at a later date to face charges
o He was bound over (to keep the peace
or to be of good behaviour) for six
months. 2. US to order a defendant to be
kept in custody while a criminal case is
being prepared

bind-over order / baind 'ouva ,0:do/
noun a court order which binds someone
over o The applicant sought judicial re-
view to quash the bind-over order.

biological parent /baio lndzik(o)l
'pearamt/ noun the mother or father to
whom a child is born. Compare adop-
tive parent, stepparent, foster parent

birth /b3:6/ noun the occasion of being
born, or the social position relating to the
circumstances of it. 7 concealment of
birth o by birth according to where or to
what family someone was born o He’s
English by birth. o date and place of
birth the day of the year when someone
was born and the town where he or she
was born

birth certificate /'bs3:0 so tifikot/
noun a document giving details of a per-
son’s date and place of birth

black /blek/ adjective o to pay black
market prices to pay high prices to get
items which are not easily available
black economy /blek 1'kopnomi/
noun the system by which work is paid
for in cash or goods and not declared to
the tax authorities

black letter law /blxk 'leto 1oy
noun emphasis on the fundamental prin-
ciples of law, as opposed to discussion of
possible changes to the legal system to
make it more perfect (informal)

black list /'blek list/ noun a list of
goods, people or companies which have
been blacked

blacklist /'bleklist/ verb to put goods,
people or a company on a black list o His
firm was blacklisted by the government.
blackmail /'bleekmerl/ noun the noti-
fiable offence of getting money from
someone by threatening to make public
information which he or she does not
want revealed or by threatening violence
o He was charged with blackmail. o They
got £25,000 from the managing director
by blackmail. o She was sent to prison
for blackmail. m verb to threaten some-
one that you will make public informa-
tion which he or she does not want re-
vealed or to threaten an act of violence
unless he or she pays you money o He
was blackmailed by his former secretary.
blackmailer /'blekmeils/  noun
somebody who blackmails someone
black market /blek 'ma:kit/ noun
the illegal buying and selling goods that
are not easily available or in order to
avoid taxes o There is a lucrative black
market in spare parts for cars. o You can
buy gold coins on the black market. o
They lived well on black-market goods.
black marketeer / blek ,ma:ks'tiro/
noun somebody who sells goods on the
black market

blag /bleeg/ noun a robbery by an armed
gang (slang)

blanche » carte blanche

blank /blepk/ adjective with nothing
written m noun a space on a form which
has to be completed o Fill in the blanks
in block capitals.

blank cheque /blenk 'tfek/ noun a
cheque with the amount of money and
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the payee left blank, but signed by the
drawer

blanket agreement /blepkit o
'gritmont/ noun an agreement which
covers many different items

blanket insurance policy
/blepkit 1n'fuarons polisi/ noun a
policy covering several items

blaspheme /bles'fi:m/ verb to ridi-
cule or deny God or the Christian reli-
gion

blasphemy /'blesfomi/ noun former-
ly, the crime of ridiculing or denying
God or the Christian religion in a scan-
dalous way

block /blok/ noun 1. a series of items
grouped together o He bought a block of
6,000 shares. 2. a series of buildings
forming a square with streets on all sides
3. a building in a prison o a cell block o
a hospital block m verb to stop something
taking place o He used his casting vote to
block the motion. o The planning com-
mittee blocked the plan to build a motor-
way through the middle of the town.

blocked currency /blokt 'karansi/
noun a currency which cannot be taken
out of a country because of exchange
controls

block exemption /blok 1g
'zemp [(9)n/ noun an exemption granted
to a large business or group of businesses
exempting them from some obligations
under competition law

blood relationship /blad 11
'letf(o)nf1ip/ noun a relationship be-
tween people who have a common an-
cestor

blood sample /'blad ,sa:mpal/ noun
a small amount of blood taken from
someone for a blood test in order to es-
tablish something such as the alcohol
content of the blood

blood test /'blad test/ noun a test to
establish the paternity of a child
blotter /'blota/ noun US a book in
which arrests are recorded at a police sta-
tion

blue bag /'blu: beg/ noun the blue

bag in which a junior barrister carries his
or her gown. » red bag

Blue Book /blu: 'buk/ noun an offi-
cial report of a Royal Commission,
bound in blue covers

blue laws /'blu: lo:z/ plural noun US
laws relating to what can or cannot be
done on a Sunday

blue sky laws /blu: 'skar ,1o:z/ plu-
ral noun US state laws to protect inves-
tors against fraudulent traders in securi-
ties

board meeting /'bo:d ;mi:tiy/ noun
a meeting of the directors of a company
board of directors /bo:d ov dar
'rektaz/ noun a group of directors elect-
ed by the shareholders to run a company
o The bank has two representatives on
the board. o He sits on the board as a
representative of the bank. o Two direc-
tors were removed from the board at the
AGM.

board of visitors /,bo:d ov 'vizitas/
noun in the UK, a group of people ap-
pointed by the Home Secretary to visit
and inspect the conditions in prisons

bobby /'bpbi/ noun a policeman
(informal)

bodily /'bodili/ adjective affecting
someone’s body o Fortunately no bodily
harm had been caused. m adverb 1. in a
way that has an effect on the body o The
police lifted the protester bodily and re-
moved him from the street. 2. in person o
She had not been bodily present when the
fight had started.

body /'bodi/ noun 1. the whole of a
person or animal 2. an organisation or
group of people who work together o
Parliament is an elected body. o The gov-
erning body of the university has to ap-
prove the plan to give the President a
honorary degree. 3. a large group or
amount o a body of evidence o body of
opinion a group of people who have the
same view about something o there is a
considerable body of opinion which be-
lieves that capital punishment should be
reintroduced

bodyguard /'bodiga:d/ noun some-
body who protects someone o The minis-
ter was followed by his three body-
guards.

bogus caller /bougas 'ko:lo/ noun
someone who claims to be an official in
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order to be allowed to enter a home in or-
der to steal from it

boilerplate /'boiloplert/ noun US a
standard form of agreement or contract
with blank spaces to be filled in

bomb hoax /'bpom houks/ noun the
act of placing an imitation bomb in a
public place or making a phone call to re-
port a bomb which does not exist

bona fide purchaser /,bouno faidi
'p3:t[asd/ noun a purchaser who buys
something in good faith

bona fides /bouno 'faidi:z/, bona
fide /bouno 'fardi/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘good faith’ or ‘in good
faith’ o He acted bona fide. o The re-
spondent was not acting bona fides. o a
bona fide offer an offer which is made
honestly, which can be trusted

bona vacantia /bouno vo'kentio/
noun property with no owner, or which
does not have an obvious owner, and
which usually passes to the Crown, as in
the case of the estate of a person without
living relatives dying without having
made a will

bond /bond/ noun 1. a contract docu-
ment promising to repay money bor-
rowed by a company or by the govern-
ment o government bonds or treasury
bonds 2. a contract document promising
to repay money borrowed by a person 3.
a signed legal document which binds one
or more parties to do or not to do some-
thing o goods (held) in bond goods held
by the customs until duty has been paid o
entry of goods under bond bringing
goods into a country in bond o to take
goods out of bond to pay duty on goods
so that they can be released by the cus-
toms

bonded /'bondid/ adjective held in
bond

bonded goods /'bondid gudz/ plural
noun goods which are held by the cus-
toms under a bond until duty has been
paid

bondholder /'bondhouvlda/ noun
somebody who holds government bonds

bondsman /'bondzman/, bondsper-
son noun somebody who has stood
surety for another person

book /buk/ noun o to bring someone
to book to find a suspect and charge him
with a crime o to throw the book at
someone to charge someone with every
possible crime (informal) o If ever we get
the gang in the police station, we’ll
throw the book at them. m verb 1. to order
or to reserve something o to book a room
in a hotel or a table at a restaurant or a
ticket on a plane o I booked a table for
7.45. o He booked a ticket through to
Cairo. o to book someone into a hotel,
onto a flight to order a room or a plane
ticket for someone 2. to charge someone
with a crime (informal) o He was booked
for driving on the wrong side of the road.

book value /'buk velju:/ noun the
value of a company’s assets as shown in
the company accounts

boot camp /'bu:t kemp/ noun US a
camp providing a form of treatment for
young offenders where they are subject-
ed to harsh discipline for a short period

bootleg /'bu:tleg/ adjective (of
alcohol) illegally produced and sold

bootlegger /'bu:tlegs/ noun some-
body who makes or supplies illicit alco-
hol

bootlegging /'bu:tlegiy/ noun 1. the
production of illicit alcohol 2. the pro-
duction of illegal records or tapes from
live concerts

borrow /'borau/ verb 1. to take money
from someone for a time, possibly pay-
ing interest for it, and repaying it at the
end of the period o He borrowed £1,000
from the bank. o The company had to
borrow heavily to repay its debts. o They
borrowed £25,000 against the security of
the factory. 2. to steal (slang)
borrower /'borous/ noun somebody
who borrows o Borrowers from the bank
pay 12% interest.

borrowing /'borauiy/ noun the action
of borrowing money o The new factory
was financed by bank borrowing.
borrowing power /'borouiy ,pauvd/
noun the amount of money which a com-
pany can borrow

borrowings /'borouinz/ plural noun
money borrowed o The company’s bor-
rowings have doubled.
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borstal /'bo:st(e)l/ noun formerly, a
centre where a young offender was sent
for training after committing a crime
which would normally be punishable by
a prison sentence (NOTE: Now replaced
by Young Offender Institutions.)
boss /bos/ noun the head of a Mafia
family or other criminal gang
bottomry /'botomri/ noun the mort-
gage of a ship or cargo

bottomry bond /botomri bond/
noun a bond which secures a ship or car-
go against a loan

bounce /bauns/ verb to be returned to
the person who has tried to cash it, be-
cause there is not enough money in the
payer’s account to pay it (informal) o He
paid for the car with a cheque that
bounced.

bound /baund/ » duty bound
boundary /‘baund(o)ri/, boundary
line /'baund(e)ri lamn/ noun a line
marking the edge of a piece of land
owned by someone o The boundary dis-
pute dragged through the courts for
years.

Boundary Commission
/,baund(d)ri ka'mif(a)n/ noun a com-
mittee which examines the area and pop-
ulation of constituencies for the House of
Commons and recommends changes to
ensure that each Member of Parliament
represents approximately the same
number of people

bounty /'baunti/ noun a payment
made by government to someone who
has saved lives or found treasure

box /boks/ noun » witness box

box file /'boks fail/ noun a cardboard
box for holding documents

bracelets /'breislots/ plural noun
handcuffs (slang)

branch /bra:ntJ/ noun 1. a local office
of a bank or large business o The bank or
the store has branches in most towns in
the south of the country. o The insurance
company has closed its branches in
South America. o He is the manager of
our local branch of Lloyds bank. o We
have decided to open a branch office in
Chicago. o The manager of our branch
in Lagos or of our Lagos branch. 2. a lo-
cal shop of a large chain of shops 3. a

part or separate section of a area of
knowledge or study such as the law o The
Law of Contract and the Law of Tort are
branches of civil law. 4. » Special
Branch
branded goods /brendid 'gudz/
plural noun goods sold under brand
names
brand name /'brand neim/ noun the
name of a particular make of product
breach /bri:t[/ noun 1. failure to carry
out the terms of an agreement o They al-
leged that a breach of international obli-
gations had been committed. o in breach
of failing to do something which was
agreed, not acting according to o We are
in breach of Community law. o The de-
fendant is in breach of his statutory duty.
2. failure to obey the law o The soldier
was charged with a serious breach of dis-
cipline.
COMMENT: Anyone can arrest a per-
son who is committing a breach of
peace; a policeman can arrest some-
one who is committing a breach of the
peace without charging him.
breach of confidence /briit| ov
'konfid(a)ns/ noun the release of confi-
dential information without permission
breach of contract /brit| ov
'kontraekt/ noun an act of breaking the
terms of a contract o the company is in
breach of contract the company has
failed to carry out what was agreed in the
contract
breach of promise /briit]f ov
'‘promis/ noun formerly, a complaint in
court that someone had promised to mar-
ry the claimant and then had not done so
breach of the peace /bri:t] ov 8o
'piis/ noun the act of creating a distur-
bance which is likely to annoy or fright-
en people
breach of trust /briit] ov 'trast/
noun a failure on the part of a trustee to
act properly in regard to a trust
breach of warranty /briit| ov
'woranti/ noun a failure to supply goods
which not meet the standards of the war-
ranty applied to them
break /breik/ noun a short space of
time when you can rest o The court ad-
Journed for a ten-minute break. m verb 1.
o to break the law to do something
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which is against the law o If you hit a po-
liceman you will be breaking the law. o
He is breaking the law by parking on the
pavement. o The company broke section
26 of the Companies Act. 2. o The com-
pany has broken the contract or the
agreement. o to break a contract to fail
to carry out the duties of a contract o The
company has broken the contract or the
agreement. o to break an engagement
to do something not to do what has been
agreed

breakages /'breikidziz/ plural noun
items that have been broken o Customers
are expected to pay for breakages.

break down / breik 'daun/ verb 1. to
stop working because of mechanical fail-
ure o The two-way radio has broken
down. o What do you do when your
squad car breaks down? 2. to stop o ne-
gotiations broke down after six hours o
Their marriage broke down and they sep-
arated. 3. to show all the items in a total
list o We broke the crime figures down
into crimes against the person and
crimes against property. o Can you break
down this invoice into spare parts and la-
bour?

breakdown /'breik,davn/ noun 1. an
occasion of stopping work because of
mechanical failure o We cannot commu-
nicate with our squad car because of the
breakdown of the radio link. 2. a situa-
tion in which something such as discus-
sions or negotiations fail or begin to fail
o a breakdown in talks 3. o irretrievable
breakdown of a marriage situation
where the two spouses can no longer live
together, where the marriage cannot be
saved and therefore divorce proceedings
can be started 4. the process of showing
details item by item o Give me a break-
down of the latest clear-up figures.

break in /breik 'm/ verb to go into a
building by force in order to steal o Bur-
glars broke in through a window at the
back of the house.

break-in /'breik 1n/ noun the crime of
breaking into a house (informal) o There
have been three break-ins in our street in
one week.

breaking and entering /breikip
and 'entarig/ noun the crime of going
into a building by force and stealing

things o He was charged with breaking
and entering. i housebreaking

break into /breik 'ints/ verb to go
into a building by force to steal things o
Their house was broken into while they
were on holiday. o Looters broke into the
supermarket.

break off / breik 'nf/ verb to stop o We
broke off the discussion at midnight. o
Management broke off negotiations with
the union.

break up / breik 'ap/ verb 1. to split
something large into small sections o
The company was broken up and sepa-
rate divisions sold off. 2. to come to an
end, or make something come to an end
o The meeting broke up at 12.30. o The
police broke up the protest meeting.
breathalyse /'brefslaiz/ verb to test
someone’s breath using a breathalyser
breathalyser /'brefslaiza/ noun a
device for testing the amount of alcohol
a person has drunk by testing his or her
breath

breath test /'bre6 test/ noun a test
where a person’s breath is sampled to es-
tablish the amount of alcohol he or she
has drunk

bribe /braib/ noun money offered cor-
ruptly to someone to get him to do some-
thing to help you o The police sergeant
was dismissed for taking bribes. m verb
to give someone a bribe o He bribed the
police sergeant to get the charges
dropped.

bribery /'braib(o)ri/ noun the crime of
giving someone a bribe o Bribery in the
security warehouse is impossible to
stamp out.

bridewell /'braiwel/ noun the cells in
a police station (slang)

brief /bri:f/ noun 1. details of a client’s
case, prepared by a solicitor and given to
the barrister who is going to argue the
case in court 2. a lawyer or barrister
(slang) m verb to explain something to
someone in detail o The superintendent
briefed the press on the progress of the
investigation. o to brief a barrister to
give a barrister all the details of the case
which he or she will argue in court
briefing /'bri:fig/ noun an occasion
when someone is given details about
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something that is going to happen o All
the detectives on the case attended a
briefing given by the commander.

bring forward /,brig 'forwad/ verb to
make earlier o to bring forward the date
of repayment o The date of the hearing
has been brought forward to March.

bring in/briyg 'in/ verb to decide a ver-
dict o The jury brought in a verdict of not
guilty.

bring up /,brig 'aAp/ verb to refer to
something for the first time o The chair-
man brought up the question of corrup-
tion in the police force.

brothel /'bro6(a)l/ noun a house where
sexual intercourse is offered for money

bug /bag/ noun a small device which
can record conversations secretly and
send them to a secret radio receiver o The
cleaners planted a bug under the law-
yer’s desk. Also called bugging device,
surveillance device m verb to place a
secret device in a place so that conversa-
tions can be heard and recorded secretly
o The agents bugged the President’s of-
fice.

buggery /'bagari/ noun a notifiable
offence of sexual intercourse with ani-
mals, or rectal intercourse with man or
woman

bugging device /'bagiyg di,vais/
noun same as bug o Police found a bug-
ging device under the lawyer’s desk.

building permit /'bildip ,p3mmit/
noun an official document which allows
someone to build on a piece of land

Bullock order /'bulak ,0:da/ noun in
civil proceedings where the claimant has
succeeded in establishing a claim against
one defendant but has failed in relation to
the second defendant, an order that re-
quires the claimant to pay the successful
defendant’s costs but allows the money
which will come from the unsuccessful
defendant to be included

bumping /'bampiy/ noun 1. a series
of movements of staff between jobs
which results in the final person in the
chain being made redundant 2. US a sit-
uation where a senior employee takes the
place of a junior employee

bunco /'bagkou/ noun a dishonest act
of cheating someone out of money, usu-
ally at cards (slang)

bundle /'band(a)l/ noun» trial bundle
burden of proof /ba:d(G)n ov
'‘pru:f/ noun the duty to prove that some-
thing which has been alleged in court is
true o to discharge a burden of proof to
prove something which has been alleged
in court o the burden of proof is on the
prosecution the prosecution must prove
that what it alleges is true

bureau /'bjuorou/ noun an office
which specialises in particular work
burglar /'bs:gls/ noun a person who
steals or tries to steal goods from proper-
ty, or who enters property intending to
commit a crime

burglar alarm /'ba:glor 9 la:m/ noun
a bell which is set to ring when someone
tries to break into a house or shop o As he
put his hand through the window he set
off the burglar alarm.

burglarise, burglarize verb US to
steal goods from property (informal)
burglary /'ba:glari/ noun the crime of
going into a building at night, usually by
force, and stealing things o He was
charged with burglary. o There has been
a series of burglaries in our street.
burgle /'ba:g(a)l/ verb to steal goods
from property o The school was burgled
when the caretaker was on holiday.
burn /b3:n/ verb to destroy by fire o
The chief accountant burned the docu-
ments before the police arrived. (NOTE:
burning — burned orburnt)

burn down /b3:n 'daun/ verb to de-
stroy completely in a fire

business /'biznis/ noun 1. the work
of buying or selling o on business on
commercial work 2. a commercial com-
pany o He owns a small car repair busi-
ness. o She runs a business from her
home. o He set up in business as an in-
surance broker. 3. something that has to
be discussed or dealt with o The main
business of the meeting was finished by 3
p.m. o any other business an item at the
end of an agenda, where any matter can
be raised. Abbreviation AOB o move the
business forward go on to the next item
on the agenda
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business call /'biznis ko:l/ noun a
visit to talk to someone on business
business day /'biznis der/ noun any
day except Saturdays, Sundays or bank
holidays

business expenses /'biznis 1k
,spensiz/ plural noun money spent on
running a business, not on stock or assets
business hours /'biznis ,avoz/ plu-
ral noun the period, usually between 9
am. and 5-6 p.m., when a business is
staffed and open to the public
business letter /'biznis ,leto/ nouna
letter which deals with business matters
business name /'biznis neim/ noun
the name under which a firm or company
trades

business practices  /'biznis
praektisiz/ plural noun ways of manag-
ing or working in business, industry or
trade

business premises  /'biznis
,premisiz/ plural noun a building or set

of buildings and land used for the pur-
pose of carrying out a business activity

business transaction /'biznis traen
z&kfon/ noun the activity or an act of
buying or selling something

bust /bast/ verb to catch and punish
someone for doing something that is ille-
gal

bylaw /'bailo:/, byelaw, by-law, bye-
law noun 1. arule governing an aspect of
the internal running of a corporation,
club or association such as number of
meetings or election of officers 2. a rule
or law made by a local authority or pub-
lic body and not by central government o
The bylaws forbid playing ball in the
public gardens. o According to the local
bylaws, noise must be limited in the town
centre.
COMMENT: Bylaws must be made by
bodies which have been authorized by
Parliament before they can become le-
gally effective.
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© the copyright symbol
COMMENT: The symbol adopted by the
Universal Copyright Convention in Ge-
neva in 1952. Publications bearing the
symbol are automatically covered by
the convention. The copyright line in a
book should give the © followed by the
name of the copyright holder and the
date.
CAB abbreviation Citizens” Advice Bu-
reau
cadaver /ko'devo/ noun US a dead
human body (NOTE: The British term is
corpse.)
cadet /ko'det/ noun a trainee police of-
ficer o He has entered the police cadet
college. o She joined the police force as
a cadet.
calendar /'kalinda/ noun a book or
set of sheets of paper showing all the
days and months in a year o a desk cal-
endar
calendar month /'kelinde man6/
noun a whole month as on a calendar,
from the 1st to the 28th, 30th or 31st
calendar year /kalinds 'jia/ noun
one year from the 1st January to 31st De-
cember
call /ko:l/ noun 1. a conversation on the
telephone 2. a demand for repayment of
a loan by a lender 3. a demand by a com-
pany to pay for shares 4. the admission
of a barrister to the bar 5. a particular
number of years a barrister has practised
at the bar o he is ten years’ call he has
been practising for ten years 6. a visit o
The doctor makes six calls a day. m verb
1. to telephone to someone o I shall call
you at your office tomorrow. 2. to admit
someone to the bar to practise as a barris-
ter o He was called (to the bar) in 1989.
call in/ko:1 '/ verb 1. to ask someone
to come to help o The local police decid-

ed to call in the CID to help in the mur-
der hunt. 2. to ask for plans to be sent to
the ministry for examination o The min-
ister has called in the plans for the new
supermarket.

camera /'’kem(o)ro/ » in camera
campaign /kem'pemn/ noun a
planned method of working o The gov-
ernment has launched a campaign
against drunken drivers. m verb to try to
change something by writing about it, or-
ganising protest meetings or lobbying
Members of Parliament o They are cam-
paigning for the abolition of the death
penalty or they are campaigning against
the death penalty. o She is campaigning
for the re-introduction of the death pen-
alty. o He is campaigning for a revision
of the Official Secrets Act.
campaigner /kem'pemna/ noun a
person who is working actively to sup-
port an issue or organisation o He is an
experienced political campaigner. o She
is a campaigner for women’s rights.
cancel /'kansal/ verb 1. to stop some-
thing which has been agreed or planned
o to cancel an appointment or a meeting
o to cancel a contract 2. o to cancel a
cheque to stop payment of a cheque
which you have signed

cancellandi » animus cancellandi
cancellation / kansa'lerf(o)n/ noun
the act of stopping something which has
been agreed or planned o cancellation of
an appointment o cancellation of an
agreement

cancellation clause /k&nso
'lexf(a)n klo:z/ noun a clause in a con-
tract which states the terms on which the
contract may be cancelled

candidacy /'kendidossi/, candida-
ture /'kaendidat [o/ noun the state of be-



candidate

ing a candidate o The Senator has an-
nounced his candidacy for the Presiden-
tial election.

candidate /'kendidert/ noun 1.
somebody who applies for a job o There
are six candidates for the post of security
guard. o We interviewed ten candidates
for the job. 2. somebody who puts them-
selves forward for election o Which can-
didate are you voting for?

canon law / kanon 'Io:/ noun law ap-
plied by the Anglican and Roman Catho-
lic churches to priests (NOTE: Formerly it
was also applied to other members of
the church in cases of marriage, legiti-
macy and personal property.)

capacity /ko'pasiti/ noun 1. the
amount of something which can be pro-
duced or contained 2. the amount of
space that exists somewhere 3. ability o
He has a particular capacity for hard
work. 4. the ability to enter into a legally
binding agreement, which is one of the
essential elements of a contract o person
of full age and capacity person who is
over eighteen years of age and of sound
mind, and therefore able to enter into a
contract 5. a role or job o in his capacity
as chairman acting as chairman o
speaking in an official capacity speak-
ing officially

capax » doli capax

capias /'kapias/ phrase a Latin word
meaning ‘that you take’: used in phrases
to indicate that several writs have been
issued together

capias ad respondendum
/ kepies &d ,respon'dendom/ noun a
writ for the arrest of a defendant and an
order to attend court

capita /'’kepito/ » per capita

capital /'kapit(a)l/ noun 1. the money,
property and assets used in a business o
to make political capital out of some-
thing to use something to give you an ad-
vantage in politics o The Opposition
made a lot of capital out of the Minister’s
mistake on TV. y expenditure 2. a town
or city where the government of a prov-
ince or country is situated o London is
the capital of England and Washington is
the capital of the USA.

capital allowance /kapit(al o
'lavons/ noun a variable tax reduction
resulting from the expenditure on items
such as plant and machinery used in con-
nection with the business

capital assets /kapit(o)l 'asets/
plural noun property or machinery
which a company owns and uses in its
business

capital crime /kepit(o)l 'kraim/
noun a crime for which the punishment
is death (NOTE: In the UK the only capi-
tal crime is now treason.)

capital expenditure / kapit(o)l 1k
'spendit[a/ noun 1. money spent on as-
sets such as property or machinery 2. the
major costs of a council or central gov-
ernment, such as schools, roads, hospi-
tals, etc.

capital gains / kapit(o)l 'gemz/ plu-
ral noun money made by selling a fixed
asset or by selling shares at a profit
capital gains tax / kapit(o)l 'geinz
teks/ nounthe tax payable where an as-
set has increased in value during the pe-
riod of ownership. Abbreviation CGT
capital goods /'kapit(a)l gudz/ plu-
ral noun machinery, buildings and raw
materials which are used in the produc-
tion of goods

capital letters / kaepit(o)l 'letoz/ plu-
ral noun letters written as A, B, C, D,
etc., and notas a, b, c, d, etc. o Write your
name in block capitals at the top of the
form.

capital levy / kapit(o)l 'levi/ noun a
tax on the value of a person’s property
and possessions

capital loss / kepit(o)l 'Ips/ noun a
loss made by selling assets

capital punishment /kapit(o)l
'panifman(a)t/ noun punishment of a
criminal by execution

capital transfer tax /kepit(o)l
'treensfs: taks/ noun a tax paid on the
transfer of capital or assets from one per-
son to another. Abbreviation CTT
Capitol /'kapit(a)l/ noun US the
building in Washington, D.C. where the
US Senate and House of Representatives
meet

Capitol Hill / kepit(o)l 'hil/ noun US
the hill on which the Capitol building
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case management conference

stands, together with other important
government buildings

caption /'kepfon/ noun a formal
heading for an indictment, affidavit or
other court document, giving details
such as the names of the parties, the court
which is hearing the case, and relevant
reference numbers

card file /'ka:d fail/ noun information
kept in alphabetical order on small cards
card holder /'ka:d ,houlds/ noun a
frame which protects a card or a message
card sharper /'ka:d  faipa/ noun
somebody who makes a living by cheat-
ing at cards

care /kea/ noun 1. the act of looking af-
ter someone o The children were put in
the care of the social services depart-
ment. 2. the activity of making sure that
someone is not harmed

care and control / kes on kon'traul/
noun responsibility for day-to-day deci-
sions relating to the welfare of a child
careless /'keslos/ adjective without
paying attention to other people o care-
less driving driving without due care and
attention o causing death by careless
driving the offence committed by an in-
dividual who is unfit to drive as a result
drink or drugs, causing the death of an-
other person

care order /'kes ,0:da/ noun a court
order placing a child under the care of a
local authority, granted when the child is
suffering or likely to suffer significant
harm if it continues to remain under its
parents care

care proceedings /'keo pro,si:dinz/
plural noun court proceedings to deter-
mine whether a child should be made the
subject of a care order. § care order
car insurance /'ka:r In,fuarans/
noun insuring a car, the driver and pas-
sengers in case of accident
carriageway /'karidzwer/ noun a
public way where people have a right to
go in vehicles

carrier /'keria/ noun a person or com-
pany which takes goods from one place
to another

carrier’s lien / kerioz 'lizon/ noun the
right of a carrier to hold goods until he or
she has been paid for carrying them

carry /'kari/ verb 1. to take from one
place to another o The train was carrying
a consignment of cars. o carrying offen-
sive weapons the offence of holding a
weapon or something such as a bottle
which could be used as a weapon 2. to
vote to approve o the motion was car-
ried the motion was accepted after a vote
3. to be punishable by o The offence car-
ries a maximum sentence of two years’
imprisonment.

carte blanche /ka:t ‘'blaintf/
phrase permission given by someone to
another person, allowing him or her to
act in any way necessary to achieve
something o He has carte blanche to act
on behalf of the company or the company
has given him carte blanche to act on its
behalf.

case /kers/ noun 1. a possible crime
and its investigation by the police o We
have three detectives working on the
case. o The police are treating the case
as murder or are treating it as a murder
case. o We had six cases of looting dur-
ing the night. 2. o the case is being
heard next week the case is coming to
court 3. a set of arguments or facts put
forward by one side in legal proceedings
o Defence counsel put his case. o There
is a strong case against the accused. o
the case rests all the arguments for one
side have been put forward o no case to
answer submission by the defence (after
the prosecution has put its case) that the
case should be dismissed m verb o to
case a joint to look at a building careful-
ly before deciding how to break into it
(slang)
COMMENT: A case is referred to by the
names of the parties, the date and the
reference source where details of it
can be found: Smith v. Jones 1985 2
W.L.R. 250 This shows that the case
involved Smith as plaintiff and Jones
as defendant, it was heard in 1985,
and is reported in the second volume
of the Weekly Law Reports for that
year on page 250.
case law /'kers 1o:/ noun law estab-
lished by precedents, that is by the deci-
sions of courts in earlier similar cases

case management conference
/kets  manidzmont 'konf(s)rons/
noun a court hearing fixed when a case is



case stated

allocated to the fast track, when the par-
ties involved and their legal representa-
tives are asked about their preparations
for the case and the court decides on mat-
ters such as the disclosure of documents
and expert evidence

case stated /kers 'stertid/ noun a
statement of the facts of a case which has
been heard in a lower court such as a
Magistrates’ Court, drawn up so that a
higher court such as the High Court can
decide on an appeal o She appealed by
way of case stated. o The Appeal Court
dismissed the appeal by way of case stat-
ed.

case summary /keis 'samari/ noun
a short document of not more than 500
words prepared by a claimant to help the
court understand what the case is about
cash items /'ke[ ,aitomz/ plural
noun goods sold for cash

cash offer /'ka ,ofa/ noun an offer to
pay in cash

cash on delivery /ke| on di
'l1v(9)ri/ noun payment in cash when the
goods are delivered

cash reserves /'ka| r1,z3:vz/ plural
noun a company’s reserves in cash de-
posits or bills kept in case of urgent need
cash settlement / k[ 'set(o)lmant/
noun the payment of an invoice in cash,
not by cheque

cash terms /'kee | t3:mz/ plural noun
lower terms which apply if the customer
pays cash

cash transaction /'ka[ tran
z&k fon/ noun a transaction paid for in
cash

cast /ka:st/ verbo to cast a vote to vote
o The number of votes cast in the election
was 125,458.

casting vote / ka:stig 'vout/ noun a
vote used by the chair in a case where the
votes for and against a proposal are equal
o The chairman has a casting vote. o He
used his casting vote to block the motion.
(NOTE: casting — cast — has cast)
casual /'ka3usl/ adjective not perma-
nent or not regular o a casual employee
casual labour / ke3zual 'letba/ noun
people who are hired to work for a short
period

casual work /'kae3zusl waik/ noun
work where people are hired for a short
period

casus belli / ka:zos 'beliz/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘case for war’: a
reason which is used to justify a declara-
tion of war

category /'katig(s)ri/ noun a type of
item o The theft comes into the category
of petty crime.

category A prisoner / katig(o)ri er
'priz(9)na/ noun a prisoner who is re-
garded as a danger to the public and must
be closely guarded to prevent escape
category B prisoner /katig(o)ri
bi: 'priz(a)na/ noun a prisoner who is
less dangerous than a category A prison-
er but who still has to be guarded careful-
ly to prevent escape

category C prisoner /katig(o)ri
sit 'priz(9)na/ noun a prisoner who is
not likely to try to escape, but who can-
not be kept in an open prison
category D prisoner /katig(o)ri
di: 'priz(o)na/ noun a reliable prisoner
who can be kept in an open prison
causa » donatio mortis causa
cause /ko:z/ noun 1. something which
makes something happen o to show
cause to appear before a court to show
why an order nisi should not be made ab-
solute o The judgment debtor was given
fourteen days in which to show cause
why the charging order should not be
made absolute. 2. legal proceedings m
verb to make something happen o The
recession caused hundreds of bankrupt-
cies.

cause list /'ko:z list/ noun a list of
cases which are to be heard by a court
cause of action /ko:z ov 'ekfon/
noun the reasons that entitle someone to
start legal proceedings

caution /'ko:f(o)n/ noun 1. a warning
from a police officer, telling someone not
to repeat a minor crime o The boys were
let off with a caution. 2. a warning by a
police officer to someone who is to be
charged with a crime that what he or she
says may be used as evidence in a trial o
He typed his confession under caution.
3. a document lodged at the Land Regis-
try to prevent land or property being sold



certificate of judgment

without notice to the cautioner (NOTE: In
senses 2 and 3 caution can be used
without the or a: to lodge caution.) m
verb 1. to warn someone that what he or
she has done is wrong and should not be
repeated o The policeman cautioned the
boys after he caught them stealing fruit.
2. to warn someone who is to be charged
with a crime that what he or she says may
be used as evidence in a trial o The ac-
cused was arrested by the detectives and
cautioned.

cautioner /'ko:f(s)na/ noun some-
body who lodges caution at the Land
Registry

caveat /'’keviat/ noun a warning o to
enter a caveat to warn legally that you
have an interest in a case or a grant of
probate, and that no steps can be taken
without notice to you

caveat emptor /keviet 'emptor/
phrase ‘let the buyer beware’: used to
show that the buyer is personally respon-
sible for checking that what he or she
buys is in good order

caveator /'kevieto/ noun somebody
who warns the court not to give probate
without asking his or her consent

CB abbreviation confined to barracks
CC abbreviation Chief Constable

CCR abbreviation County Court Rules
CD abbreviation certificate of deposit

CDS abbreviation Criminal Defence
Service

cease and desist order /si:s on d1
,zist 'orda/ noun US a court order tell-
ing someone to stop doing something
cell /sel/ noun a small room in a prison
or police station where a criminal can be
kept locked up o She was put in a small
cell for the night. o He shares a cell with
two other prisoners.

cellmate /'selmeit/ noun somebody
who shares a prison cell with someone
else

censor /'sensa/ noun an official whose
job is to say whether books, films or TV
programmes, etc., are acceptable and can
be published or shown to the public o
The film was cut or was banned or was
passed by the censor. m verb to say that a
book, film or TV programme, etc., can-
not be shown or published because it is

not considered right to do so o All press
reports are censored by the government.
o The news of the riots was censored. o
The TV report has been censored and
only parts of it can be shown.

censorship /'sensafip/ noun the act
of censoring o TV reporters complained
of government censorship. o The govern-
ment has imposed strict press censorship
or censorship of the press.

censure /'sen[o/ noun a criticism m
verb to criticise

Central Criminal Court /sentrol
'krimin(a)l ko:t/ noun the Crown Court
in central London. Also called Old Bai-
ley

central government /sentral
'gav(e)nmant/ noun the main organisa-
tion dealing with the affairs of the whole
country

central office /sentral 'nfts/ noun
the main office which controls all small-
er offices

centre /'senta/ noun an office or build-
ing where people can go for information
and advice. ¢ Legal Aid Centre (NOTE:
The US spelling is center.)

certificate /so'tifikot/ noun an offi-
cial document which shows that some-
thing is true

certificated bankrupt /so tifikertid
'bepkrapt/ noun a bankrupt who has
been discharged from bankruptcy with a
certificate to show that he or she was not
at fault

certificate of approval /so tifikat
v o'pruiv(e)l/ noun a document show-
ing that an item has been officially ap-
proved

certificate of deposit/so tifikot ov
di'pozit/ noun a document from a bank
showing that money has been deposited.
Abbreviation CD

certificate of incorporation /so
tifikat ov 1 koipa'rerf(e)n/ noun a
certificate issued by the Registrar of
Companies showing that a company has
been officially incorporated and the date
at which it came into existence

certificate of judgment /so, tifikot

9v 'dzadzmeant/ noun an official docu-
ment showing the decision of a court



certificate of origin

certificate of origin /so tifikot ov
'prid3in/ noun a document showing
where goods were made or produced
certificate of registration /so
tifitkat ov redsi'strerf(e)n/ noun a
document showing that an item has been
registered

certificate of registry /so tifikot ov
'redzistri/ noun a document showing
that a ship has been officially registered
certificate of service /so tifikot ov
's3ivis/ noun a certificate by which a
court proves that a document was sent
and is deemed to have been served
certified accountant /sa:tifaid o
'kauntont/ noun an accountant who has
passed the professional examinations
and is a member of the Chartered Asso-
ciation of Certified Accountants
certified cheque /sa:tifaid 'tfek/
noun a cheque which a bank says is good
and will be paid out of money put aside
from the bank account

certified copy /saitifaid 'kopi/
noun a document which is certified as
being exactly the same in content as the
original

certify /'sa:t1,far/ verb to make an offi-
cial declaration in writing o I certify that
this is a true copy. o The document is cer-
tified as a true copy.

certiorari /,sa:tio'ra:ri/ phrase a Lat-
in word meaning ‘to be informed’
cessate grant /'sesert ,gra:nt/ noun
a special grant of probate made because
of the incapacity of an executor, or a
grant made to renew a grant which has
expired

cesser /'sesa/ noun (of a mortgage,
charter, etc.) the ending

cession /'se[(a)n/ noun the act of giv-
ing up property to someone, especially a
creditor

CFI abbreviation Court of First Instance
CGT abbreviation capital gains tax
chair /tfea/ noun the role of chairper-
son presiding over a meeting o fo be in
the chair o She was voted into the chair.
o She is Chair of the Finance Commiittee.
o This can be done by Chair’s action and
confirmed later. o Mr Jones took the
chair Mr Jones presided over the meet-
ing o to address the chair in a meeting,

to speak to the chairman and not directly
to the rest of the people at the meeting o
to ask a question through the chair to
ask someone a question directly, by
speaking to him or her through the chair-
man o May I ask the councillor through
the chair why he did not declare his in-
terest in the matter? m verb to preside
over a meeting o The meeting was
chaired by Mrs Smith.

chairman /'t[eaman/ noun 1. a person
who is in charge of a meeting and holds
the casting vote o chairman of the mag-
istrates or of the bench o Mr Howard was
chairman or acted as chairman. o Mr
Chairman, Madam Chairman way of
speaking to the chairman 2. a person
who presides over meetings of a Com-
mittee of the House of Commons or of a
local council 3. somebody who presides
over the board meetings of a company o
the chairman of the board or the compa-
ny chairman

chairman and managing director
/tfeamon on  menid3iy dar'rekto/
noun a managing director who is also
chairman of the board of directors

chairman of the justices
/tfeamon ov O1 'd3astiss/ noun the
chief magistrate in a magistrates’ court

chairmanship /'tfeomonfip/ noun
the role of being a chairman o the com-
mittee met under the chairmanship of
Mr Jones Mr Jones chaired the meeting
of the committee

chairperson /'tfeopsis(o)n/ noun a
person who is in charge of a meeting and
holds the casting vote

chairwoman /'tfeowumon/ noun a
woman who is in charge of a meeting and
holds the casting vote

challenge /'tfzlind3/ noun the act of
objecting to a decision and asking for it
to be set aside m verb to refuse to accept
a juror or piece of evidence o fo chal-
lenge a sentence passed by magistrates
by appeal to the Crown Court
challenge for cause / tfxlind3 fo
'korz/ noun US an objection to a pro-
posed juror, stating the reasons for the
objection

challenge without cause
/tfelindz wi'davt ko:z/ noun US an



charge

objection to a proposed juror, not stating
the reasons for the objection

chamber /'tfermbos/ noun a room
where a committee or legislature meets o
The meeting will be held in the council
chamber.

chambers /'t feimboaz/ plural noun 1.
the offices of a group of barristers who
work together and share the same staff
(NOTE: actually called ‘a set of cham-
bers’) 2. the office of a judge o the judge
heard the case in chambers in private
rooms, without the public being present
and not in open court

champerty /'t fempati/ noun former-
ly, financial help given to a person start-
ing a proceedings against a party, where
the person giving help has a share in the
damages to be recovered

Chancellor /'tfa:ns(a)lo/ noun 1. »
Lord Chancellor 2. US a judge who
presides over a court of equity
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster /.t fa:nsalo ov dir 'dat[i/ noun
a member of the British government with
no specific responsibilities
Chancellor of the Exchequer
/tfamsalor av di: 1ks't feka/ noun the
chief finance minister in the British gov-
ernment

Chancery Bar /'tfa:nsari ba:/ noun
the group of barristers who specialise in
the Chancery Division

Chancery business /t[a:nsari
'biznis/ noun the range of legal cases re-
lating to the sale of land, mortgages,
trusts, estates, bankruptcies, partner-
ships, patents and copyrights, probate,
and cases involving companies
Chancery Court /'tfainsori ko:t/
noun formerly, the court presided over
by the Lord Chancellor, which estab-
lished case law or equity

Chancery Division /tfa:nsori di
'vi3(9)n/ noun one of the three divisions
of the High Court, dealing with matters
such as wills, partnerships and compa-
nies, taxation and bankruptcies
change of use /tfemnd3 ov 'jurs/
noun an order allowing a property to be
used in a different way, e.g. a house to be
used as a business office, or a shop to be
used as a factory

channel /'tfn(a)l/ noun the way in
which information or goods are passed
from one place to another o to go
through the official channels to deal
with government officials, especially
when making a request o to open up
new channels of communication to find
new ways of communicating with some-
one

chapter /'tfepto/ noun 1. an official
term for an Act of Parliament 2. US a
section of an Act of Congress

Chapter 7 /,tfepto 'sevan/ noun US
a section of the US Bankruptcy Reform
Act 1978 which sets out the rules for the
liquidation of an incorporated company

Chapter 11 /,t feepto 'ten/ noun US a
section of the US Bankruptcy Reform
Act 1978, which allows a corporation to
be protected from demands made by its
creditors for a period of time, while it is
reorganised with a view to paying its
debts. The officers of the corporation
will negotiate with its creditors as to the
best way of reorganising the business.
Chapter 13 / tfepto O3ir'titn/ noun
US a section of the Bankruptcy Reform
Act 1978 which allows a business to con-
tinue trading and to pay off its creditors
by regular monthly payments over a pe-
riod of time

character /'karikta/ noun the general
qualities of a person which make him or
her different from others o he is a man of
good character he is an honest, hard-
working or decent man o to give some-
one a character reference to say that
someone has good qualities o to intro-
duce character evidence to produce
witnesses to say that a person is of good
or bad character

charge /tfa:d3/ noun 1. money which
must be paid as the price of a service o fo
make no charge for delivery o to make a
small charge for rental o There is no
charge for service or no charge is made
for service. 2. o charge on land, charge
over property a mortgage or liability on
a property which has been used as secu-
rity for a loan o charge by way of legal
mortgage a way of borrowing money on
the security of a property, where the
mortgagor signs a deed which gives the
mortgagee an interest in the property 3.



chargeable

an official statement in a court accusing
someone of having committed a crime o
He appeared in court on a charge of em-
bezzling or on an embezzlement charge.
o The clerk of the court read out the
charges. o to answer charges to plead
guilty or not guilty to a charge o the
charges against him were withdrawn,
dropped the prosecution decided not to
continue with the trial o to press charges
against someone to say formally that
someone has committed a crime o He
was very angry when his neighbour’s son
set fire to his car, but decided not to press
charges. 4. a set of instructions given by
a judge to a jury, summing up the evi-
dence and giving advice on the points of
law which have to be considered m verb
1. to ask someone to pay for services o to
charge £5 for delivery o How much does
he charge? o he charges £9 an hour he
asks to be paid £9 for an hour’s work 2.
(in a court) to accuse someone formally
of having committed a crime o He was
charged with embezzling his clients’
money. o They were charged with mur-
der. (NOTE: You charge someone with a
crime.)

chargeable /'t[a:dzob(o)l/ adjective
being able to be charged

chargee /tfa:'dzii/ noun somebody
who holds a charge over a property

charge sheet /'tfa:d3 [i:t/ noun a
document listing the charges which a
magistrate will hear, listing the charges
against the accused together with details
of the crime committed

charging order /'tfa:dziy ,o:do/
noun a court order made in favour of a
judgment creditor granting them a
charge over a debtor’s property

charitable trust /'tfaritob(a)l
trast/, charitable corporation US
/tfeeritab(a)l kompa'rerf(a)n/ noun a
trust which benefits the public as a
whole, by promoting education or reli-
gion, helping the poor or doing other
useful work

Charity Commissioners /'tferit1
ko,mif(a)naz/ plural noun a UK body
which governs charities and sees that
they follow the law and use their funds
for the purposes intended

charter /'tfa:to/ noun 1. a document
from the Crown establishing a town, a
corporation, a university or a company 2.
the hire of transport for a special purpose
o on charter to hired by o a boat on
charter to Mr Smith

chartered /'tfa:tod/ adjective 1. (of a
company) set up by royal charter and not
registered as a company 2. o chartered
ship, bus, plane ship or bus or plane
which has been hired for a special pur-
pose

Chartered Accountant /tfa:tod o
'kauntant/ noun an accountant who has
passed the professional examinations
and is a member of the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants

charterer /'t[a:tora/ noun a person
who hires a ship, plane or train for a spe-
cial purpose

chartering /'t fa:toriy/ noun the act of
hiring a ship, plane or train for a special
purpose

charterparty /'t[a:topa:ti/ noun a
contract where the owner of a ship char-
ters it to someone for carrying goods
chattel mortgage  /'tfat(o)l
.moigid3/ noun US a mortgage using
personal property as security

chattels personal /tfxt(s)lz
'p3is(9)n(e)l/ noun any property that is
not real property

chattels real /tfet(o)lz 'r1al/ noun
leaseholds

cheap labour /tfi:p 'letba/ noun
workers who do not earn much money
cheap money /tfi;p 'mani/ noun
money which can be borrowed at a low
rate of interest

check /tfek/ noun 1. a sudden stop o to
put a check on the sale of firearms to
stop some firearms being sold 2. an in-
vestigation or examination o a routine
check of the fire equipment o The audi-
tors carried out checks on the petty cash
book. m verb 1. to stop or delay some-
thing o fo check the entry of contraband
into the country 2. to examine or to in-
vestigate o to check that an invoice is
correct o to check and sign for goods o
he checked the computer printout
against the invoices he examined the
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printout and the invoices to see if the fig-
ures were the same

check sample /'tfek saimp(a)l/
noun a sample to be used to see if a con-
signment is acceptable

cheque /tfek/, check US /tfek/ noun
1. an order to a bank to pay money from
your account to the person whose name
is written on it 2. o to endorse a cheque
to sign a cheque on the back to make it
payable to someone else o to make out a
cheque to someone to write out a cheque
to someone o to pay by cheque to pay by
writing a cheque, and not by using cash
or a credit card o to pay a cheque into
your account to deposit a cheque o to
bounce a cheque to refuse to pay a
cheque because there is not enough mon-
ey in the account to pay it (informal) o
the bank referred the cheque to draw-
er the bank returned the cheque to person
who wrote it because there was not
enough money in the account to pay it o
to sign a cheque to sign on the front of a
cheque to show that you authorise the
bank to pay the money from your ac-
count o to stop a cheque to ask a bank
not to pay a cheque which you have writ-
ten

cheque account /'tfek o kaovnt/
noun a bank account which allows the
customer to write cheques

chief /t[i:f/ adjective o in chief in per-
son

Chief Constable /[t
'kanstob(e)l/ noun the person in charge
of a police force

Chief Inspector /tfi:f m'spekto/
noun a rank in the police force above In-
spector or Superintendent

Chief Inspector of Prisons / t[i:f
n,spekta ov 'prizonz/ noun a govern-
ment official who is the head of the In-
spectorate of Prisons, and whose job is to
inspect prisons to see that they are being
run correctly and efficiently

Chief Justice /t[i:f 'dzastis/ noun
1. US a senior judge in a court 2. the pre-
siding justice of the US Supreme Court
child /tfaild/ noun a person under the
age of 18

COMMENT: In Great Britain a child
does not have full legal status until the
age of eighteen. A contractis not bind-

ing on a child, and a child cannot own
land, cannot make a will, cannot vote,
cannot drive a car (under the age of
seventeen). A child cannot marry be-
fore the age of sixteen, and can only
marry between the ages of 16 and 18
with written permission of his or her
parents. A child who is less than ten
years old is not considered capable of
committing a crime; a child between
ten and fourteen years of age may be
considered capable of committing a
crime if there is evidence of malice or
knowledge, and so children of these
ages can in certain circumstances be
convicted. In criminal law the term
‘child’ is used for children between the
ages of 10 and 14; for children be-
tween 14 and 17, the term ‘young per-
son’ is used; all children are termed ‘ju-
veniles’.
child benefit /,tfaild 'benifit/ noun
money paid by the state to the person
who is responsible for a child under 16
years of age, or 19 if the child is in full-
time education

child destruction /tfaild dr
'strak[on/ noun the notifiable offence
of killing an unborn child capable of be-
ing born alive

child in care /,tfaild in 'kea/ noun a
child who is the subject of a care order
and is therefore in the care of the local
social services department

child stealing /'tfaild sti:lig/ noun
US the notifiable offence of taking away
a child from its parents or guardian

child support /'t[aild so,po:t/ noun
US money paid as part of a divorce set-
tlement, to help maintain a child of di-
vorced parents

Child Support Agency / tfaild so
'port ,erdzonsi/ noun an agency of the
Department for Work and Pensions, cre-
ated by the Child Support Act 1991,
which has responsibility for the assess-
ment, review, collection and enforce-
ment of maintenance for children, which
was previously supervised by the courts.
Abbreviation CSA

chose /tfouz/ French word meaning
‘item’ or ‘thing’ o chose in action a per-
sonal right which can be enforced or
claimed as if it were property (such as a
patent, copyright, debt or cheque) o
chose in possession a physical thing
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which can be owned such as a piece of
furniture

Christmas Day / krismas 'de1/ noun
25th December, one of the four quarter
days when rent is payable on land

CID abbreviation Criminal Investigation
department

circuit /'s3:kit/ noun one of six divi-
sions of England and Wales for legal pur-
poses o He is a judge on the Welsh Cir-
cuit.
COMMENT: The six circuits are: North-
ern, North-Eastern, Midland and Ox-
ford, Wales and Chester, South-East-
ern, and Western.
circuit judge /'sa:kit dzadz/ noun a
judge in the Crown Court or a County
Court
circular letter /,sa:kjulo 'leto/ noun
a letter sent to many people
circulation /sa:kju'lerf(e)n/ noun o
to put money into circulation to issue
new notes to business and the public
circumstances /'sa:tkomstensiz/
plural noun the situation as it is when
something happens o The police inspec-
tor described the circumstances leading
to the riot. ) extenuating circumstanc-
es
circumstantial /ss:kom'stenf(o)l/
adjective allowing someone to infer facts
circumstantial evidence
/,s3itkomstaenf(9)l 'evid(e)ns/ noun
evidence which suggests that something
must have happened, but does not give
firm proof of it

citation /sar'te1f(o)n/ noun 1. an offi-
cial request asking someone to appear in
court (NOTE: used mainly in the Scottish
and American courts) 2. the quoting of
a legal case, authority or precedent 3. a
set of words used in giving someone an
award or honour, explaining why the
award is being made

citation clause /sai'teif(o)n klo:z/
noun a clause in a Bill which gives the
short title by which it should be known
when it becomes an Act

cite /sart/ verb 1. to summon someone
to appear in court 2. to refer to something
o The judge cited several previous cases
in his summing up. 3. to refer to an Act
of Parliament using the short title o This

Act may be cited as the Electronic Com-
munications Act 1999.

citizen /'sitiz(o)n/ noun 1. somebody
who lives in a city 2. somebody who has
the nationality of a specific country o He
is a French citizen by birth.

Citizens’ Advice Bureau /sitizonz
ad'vais ,bjuarau/ noun an office where
people can go to get free advice on legal
and administrative problems. Abbrevia-
tion CAB

citizen’s arrest /sitiz(o)nz o'rest/
noun a right of a private person to arrest
without a warrant someone suspected of
committing a crime

Citizen’s Charter /;sitizonz 'tfa:to/
noun a promise by the government that
people must be fairly dealt with, in par-
ticular by government departments and
state-controlled bodies

citizenship /'sitiz(o)nfip/ noun the
right of being a citizen of a country o The
Treaty has established European citizen-
ship for everyone who is a citizen of the
Member State of the EU.
COMMENT: A person has British citi-
zenship if he is born in the UK and his
father or mother is a British citizen, or
if his father or mother has settled in the
UK, or if he is adopted in the UK by a
British citizen; British citizenship can
also be granted to wives of British citi-
zens.
civic /'stvik/ adjective referring to a
city or the official business of running a
city o Their civic pride showed in the
beautiful gardens to be found every-
where in the city.

civic centre /,sivik 'sentd/ noun the
main offices of a city council

civic dignitaries /,s1vik
'dignit(9)riz/ plural noun the mayor and
other senior officials of a city or town

civil /'stv(o)l/ adjective 1. referring to
the rights and duties of private persons or
corporate bodies, as opposed to criminal,
military or ecclesiastical bodies 2. refer-
ring to the public in general

civil action / siv(o)l '&k[an/ noun a
court case brought by a person or a com-
pany (the claimant) against someone
who is alleged to have done them wrong
(the defendant)
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civil court/,s1v(a)l 'ko:t/ noun a court
where civil actions are heard

civil disobedience /siv(o)l diso
'birdiens/ noun US the activity of diso-
beying the orders of the civil authorities
such as the police as an act of protest o
The group planned a campaign of civil
disobedience as a protest against restric-
tions on immigrants.

civil disorder /siv(o)l dis'o:do/
noun US riots or fighting in public plac-
es

civilian /so'vilisn/ adjective referring
to people who are not in the armed forces
o Civilian rule was restored after several
years of military dictatorship. o The mil-
itary leaders called general elections
and gave way to a democratically elect-
ed civilian government. m noun someone
who is not a member of the armed forces
o The head of the military junta has ap-
pointed several civilians to the Cabinet.
civil law /,s1v (o)1 '1o:/ noun laws relat-
ing to people’s rights and to agreements
between individuals. Compare criminal
law

civil liberties / s1v(a)l 'libatiz/ plural
noun freedom for people to work or
write or speak as they want, providing
they keep within the law

Civil List /,s1v(o)l 'list/ noun money
appropriated from the Consolidated
Fund for paying the Royal Family and
their expenses

Civil Procedure Rules /,s1v(o)l pro
'sitdzo ,ruilz/ plural noun rules setting
out how civil cases are to be brought to
court and heard. Abbreviation CPR
civil rights /siv(e)l 'rarts/ plural
noun rights and privileges of each indi-
vidual according to the law

civil strife /,s1v(o)l 'straif/ noun trou-
ble occurring when groups of people
fight each other, usually over matters of
principle

Civil Trial Centre /siv(a)l 'traial
,senta/ noun a court which deals with
multi-track claims

CJ abbreviation Chief Justice

claim /klerm/ noun 1. an assertion of a
legal right 2. a document used in the
County Court to start a legal action o
claim for personal injuries a claim

where the claimant claims damages for
disease or physical or mental disable-
ment 3. a statement that someone has a
right to property held by another person
4. a request for money that you believe
you should have o an insurance claim o
a wage claim 5. o no claims bonus re-
duction of premiums to be paid because
no claims have been made against the in-
surance policy o to put in a claim to ask
the insurance company officially to pay
for damage or loss o She put in a claim
for repairs to the car. o to settle a claim
to agree to pay what is asked for m verb
1. to state a grievance in court 2. to ask
for money o He claimed £100,000 dam-
ages against the cleaning firm. o She
claimed for repairs to the car against her
insurance. 3. to say that you have a right
to property held by someone else o He is
claiming possession of the house. o No
one claimed the umbrella found in my of-
fice. 4. to state that something is a fact o
He claims he never received the goods. o
She claims that the shares are her prop-
erty. 5. to attack someone in prison
(slang) 6. to arrest someone (slang)

claimant /'klermant/ noun 1. a person
who claims something 2. somebody who
makes a claim against someone in the
civil courts. Compare defendant (NOTE:
Since the introduction of the new Civil
Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has replaced plaintiff.)

claim back / kleim 'bak/ verb to ask
for money to be paid back

claim form /'kleim fo:m/ noun 1. a
form which has to be completed when
making an insurance claim o He filled in
the claim form and sent it to the insur-
ance company. 2. a form issued by a
court when requested by a claimant, con-
taining the particulars of claim and a
statement of value. i Production Cen-
tre (NOTE: Since the introduction of the
new Civil Procedure Rules in April
1999, this term has replaced the writ of
summons.)
COMMENT: The claim form must be
served on the defendant within four
months of being issued. If a claim form
has been issued but not served, the
defendant can ask for it to be served,
and if the claimant does not do so, the
claim may be dismissed.
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class /kla:s/ verbto put something into
a category o The magazine was classed
as an obscene publication.
COMMENT: In the UK the population is
classified into social classes for statis-
tical purposes. These are: Class A:
higher managers, administrators and
professionals; Class B: intermediate
managers, administrators and profes-
sionals; Class C1: supervisors, cleri-
cal workers and junior managers;
Class C2: skilled manual workers;
Class D: semi-skilled or unskilled
manual workers; Class E: pensioners,
casual workers, long-term unem-
ployed.
class action/kla:s '&ekfon/ noun US
a legal action brought on behalf of a
group of people
Class A drug/ kla:s er 'drag/ noun a
strong and dangerous drug such as co-
caine, heroin, crack, or LSD
Class B drug /kla:s bi: 'drag/ noun
adrug such as the amphetamines, canna-
bis or codeine
Class C drug /kla:s si: 'drag/ noun
a drug which is related to the ampheta-
mines, e.g. benzphetamine
Class F charge /kla:s 'ef tfa:dz/
noun a charge on a property registered
by a spouse who is not the owner, claim-
ing a right to live in the property
class gift /'kla:s gift/ noun US a gift
to a defined group of people
classified information /klesifard
Jnfa'meif(a)n/ noun  information
which is secret and can be told only to
specified people
classify /'klasifar/ verb 1. to put into
groups or categories 2. to make informa-
tion secret
clause /klo:z/ noun a section of a con-
tract or of a constitution o There are ten
clauses in the contract. o According to
clause six, payment will not be due until
next year.
claw back / klo: 'bk/ verb 1. to take
back money which has been allocated o
Income tax claws back 25% of pensions
paid out by the government. 2. (of the In-
land Revenue) to take back tax relief
which was previously granted o Of the
£1m allocated to the development of the
system, the government clawed back
£100,000 in taxes.

clawback /'klo:baek/ noun 1. money
taken back 2. the loss of tax relief previ-
ously granted

clean hands /kli:n 'hends/ plural
noun o the plaintiff or claimant must
have clean hands the claimant cannot
claim successfully if his or her motives
or actions are dishonest, or if his or her
own obligations to the defendant have
not been discharged

clear /klia/ adjective 1. easily under-
stood o He made it clear that he wanted
the manager to resign. o There was no
clear evidence or clear proof that he was
in the house at the time of the murder. 2.
o to have a clear title to something to
have a right to something with no limita-
tions or charges 3. o three clear days a
period of time, calculated without in-
cluding the first day when the period
starts and the last day when it finishes,
that includes three full days o Allow
three clear days for the cheque to be paid
into your account. m verb 1. o to clear
goods through the customs to have all
documentation passed by the customs so
that goods can leave the country 2. o to
clear 10%, $5,000 on the deal to make
10% or $5,000 clear profit o we cleared
only our expenses the sales revenue paid
only for the costs and expenses without
making any profit 3. o to clear a cheque
to pass a cheque through the banking
system, so that the money is transferred
from the payer’s account to another ac-
count o The cheque took ten days to clear
or the bank took ten days to clear the
cheque. 4. o to clear someone of charg-
es to find that someone is not guilty of
the charges against him or her o He was
cleared of all charges or he was cleared
on all counts. 5. o to clear a debt to pay
all of a debt

clearance certificate /'kliorons so
tifikat/ noun a document which shows
that goods have been passed by customs

clearing /'klroriy/ noun 1. o clearing
of goods through the customs the pass-
ing of goods through customs 2. o clear-
ing of a debt the payment of all of a debt
clearing bank /'kliorig baegk/ noun a
bank which clears cheques by transfer-
ring money from the payer’s account to
another account
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clearing house /'kliorig haus/ noun
a central office where clearing banks ex-
change cheques

clear profit /klio 'profit/ noun the
profit made after all expenses have been
paid o We made $6,000 clear profit on
the sale.

clear up / klior 'ap/ verb to discover
who has committed a crime and arrest
them o Half the crimes committed are
never cleared up.
COMMENT: Clear up can be divided
into two categories: primary clear up,
when a crime is solved by arresting the
suspect, and secondary clear up,
where a person charged with one
crime then confesses to another which
had not previously been solved.
clear-up rate /'klio ap ,reit/ noun the
number of crimes solved, as a percentage
of all crimes committed

clemency /'klemansi/ noun pardon or
mercy o As an act of clemency, the pres-
ident granted an amnesty to all political
prisoners.

clerical /'klerik(a)l/ adjective related
to the type of work done in an office

clerical error / klerik(o)l 'era/ noun a
mistake made in an office

clerical staff /'klerik(o)l sta:f/ noun
the staff of an office

clerical work /'klerik (o)l w3:k/ noun
paperwork done in an office

clerical worker /'klerik(o)l ,w3:ko/
noun somebody who works in an office

clerk /kla:xk/ noun somebody who
works in an office o accounts clerk o
sales clerk o wages clerk

clerk of works /kla:k ov 'waiks/
noun an official who superintends the
construction of a building

clerkship /'kla:k[ip/ noun US the
time when a student lawyer is working in
the office of a lawyer before being admit-
ted to the bar (NOTE: The British term is
traineeship.)

click-wrap agreement /'klik rep o
.gritzmant/ noun a contract entered into
when purchasing an item on the Internet,
where no paper documentation exists
and the agreement to purchase is made
by clicking on the appropriate button

client /'klaront/ noun 1. a person who
pays for a service carried out by a profes-
sional person such as an accountant or a
solicitor 2. somebody who is represented
by a lawyer o The solicitor paid the fine
on behalf of his client.

clientele / kli:on'tel/ noun all the cli-
ents of a business such as a shop, restau-
rant or hotel

close /klovuz/ adjective o close to very
near, almost o The company was close to
bankruptcy. o We are close to solving the
crime. m verb o to close the accounts to
come to the end of an accounting period
and make up the profit and loss account
© to close an account 1. to stop sup-
plying a customer on credit 2. to take all
the money out of a bank account and stop
the account

close company / klaus 'kamp(a)ni/,
close corporation US /klouz koipa
're1f(9)n/, closed corporation /klovzd
kompa'rerf(a)n/ noun a privately owned
company where the public may own a
small number of shares

close down /klouz 'davn/ verb to
shut a shop or factory for a long period or
for ever o The company is closing down
its London office.

closed session /klovzd 'sef(o)n/
noun a meeting which is not open to the
public or to journalists o The town coun-
cil met in closed session to discuss staff
problems in the Education Department.
o The public gallery was cleared when
the meeting went into closed session.

close protection officer /klous
pro'tekf(9)n ,pfisa/ noun someone
who is employed to protect a celebrity or
public figure from attack

closing /'klouziy/ adjective coming at
the end of something

closing speeches  /klousip
'spi:tfaz/ plural noun final speeches for
and against a motion in a debate, or for
prosecution and defence at the end of a
trial

closing stock / klouziy 'stok/ noun
the value of stock at the end of an ac-
counting period

closing time /'klouzig taim/ noun
the time when a shop or office stops
work
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closure /'klouza/ noun 1. the act of
closing 2. (in the House of Commons)
the ending of a debate
COMMENT: When an MP wishes to end
the debate on a motion, he says ‘I
move that the question be now put
and the Speaker immediately puts the
motion to the vote.
closure motion / klo030 'mouf(a)n/
noun a proposal to end a debate

CLS abbreviation Community Legal
Service

clue /klu:/ noun something which helps
someone solve a crime o The police have
searched the room for clues. o The police
have several clues to the identity of the
murdered.

Co abbreviation company o J. Smith &
Co Ltd

co- /koau/ prefix working or acting to-
gether

c/o abbreviation care of

co-creditor /kou ‘'kredito/ noun
somebody who is a creditor of the same
company as you are

c.0.d. abbreviation US cash on delivery

code /koud/ noun 1. an official set of
laws or regulations. ¢ Highway Code,
penal code 2. the set of laws of a coun-
try o the Louisiana Code US the laws of
the state of Louisiana 3. a set of semi-of-
ficial rules 4. a system of signs, numbers
or letters which mean something o The
spy sent his message in code. m verb to
write a message using secret signs o We
received coded instructions from our
agent in New York.

co-decision procedure /kou di
's13(9)n pro,siidza/ noun (in the EU) a
procedure by which the Commission
sends proposed legislation to both the
Council of the European Union and the
European Parliament for approval
co-defendant /kou dr'fendont/
noun somebody who appears in a case
with another defendant

Code Napoleon /koud na'paulion/
noun the civil laws of France, introduced
by Napoleon

code of conduct /koud ov
'kondakt/ noun a set of rules of behav-
iour by which a group of people work

code of practice /koud ov
'‘preektis/ noun 1. rules to be followed
when applying a law o the Code of Prac-
tice on Picketing has been issued by the
Secretary of State 2. a set of rules drawn
up by an association which the members
must follow in their work

codicil /'koudisil/ noun a document
executed in the same way as a will, mak-
ing additions or changes to an existing
will

codification /koudifi'ke1f(a)n/ noun
1. the act of bringing all laws together
into a formal legal code 2. the act of
bringing together all statutes and case
law relating to a specific issue, to make a
single Act of Parliament. j consolida-
tion

codify /'koudifar/ verb to put different
laws together to form a code

coding /'koudig/ noun the act of
putting a code on something to identify
or classify it o the coding of invoices
co-director /'kou dar,rekta/ noun a
person who is a director of the same
company as another person

coercion /koau's:f(a)n/ noun the use
of force to make someone commit a
crime or do some act

cohabit /kou'habit/ verb (of a man
and a woman) to live together as hus-
band and wife

cohabitant /kou'habitont/
same as cohabiter
cohabitation  /kou,hebr'terf(o)n/
noun the practice of living together as
husband and wife whether legally mar-
ried or not

cohabiter /kou'habito/, cohabitee
/kau,habr1'tit/ noun a person who lives
with another as husband or wife but is
not legally married

co-heir /kau 'ea/ noun somebody who
is an heir with others

co-insurance /kou 1n'fusrons/
noun insurance where the risk is shared
among several insurers

collaborative divorce ko
Jleb(a)ratrv di'vois/ noun a divorce of
which the terms are agreed by both
spouses and their solicitors before pre-
senting the final agreement to a judge
without a trial

noun
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collateral /ka'leet(9)ral/ noun security
used to provide a guarantee for a loan o
collateral security m adjective providing
security for a loan

collateral contract /ko lzt(o)ral
'kontraekt/ noun a contract which in-
duces a person to enter into a more im-
portant contract

collateral issue /ko let(o)ral 'tfu:/
noun an issue which arises from a plea in
a criminal court

collation /ka'lerf(a)n/ noun the com-
parison of a copy with the original to see
if it is perfect

collect /ka'lekt/ verb 1. to make some-
one pay money which is owed o to col-
lect a debt to go and make someone pay
a debt 2. to take goods away from a place
o We have to collect the stock from the
warehouse. o Can you collect my letters
from the typing pool? o letters are col-
lected twice a day the post office em-
ployees take them from the letter box to
the post office so that they can be sent off
collection /ka'lek fon/ noun 1. the ac-
tivity of making someone pay money
which is owed 2. the act of fetching
goods o The stock is in the warehouse
awaiting collection. o to hand some-
thing in for collection to leave some-
thing for someone to come and collect 3.
the taking of letters from a letter box or
mail room to the post office to be sent off
o There are six collections a day from the
letter box.

collection charges /ko'lekfon
tJaidz1z/ plural noun charges which
have to be paid for collecting something
collections /ko'lekfonz/ plural noun
money which has been collected
collective /ko'lekt1v/ adjective work-
ing together

collective ownership /ko lektrv
'auna[1p/ noun ownership of a business
by the employees who work in it
collective  responsibility /ko
Jlektrv r1,sponst'biliti/ noun a doctrine
that all members of a group are responsi-
ble together for the actions of that group
collector /ka'lekts/ noun somebody
who makes people pay money which is
owed o collector of taxes or tax collector
o debt collector

collusion /ka'lu:3(o)n/ nounillicit co-
operation between people in order to
cheat another party or to defraud another
party of a right o He was suspected of
collusion with the owner of the property.
o to act in collusion with to co-operate
with someone in a way that is not al-
lowed in order to cheat or defraud anoth-
er party o They had acted in collusion
with a former employee.

collusive action /ko,luisiv 'ekfon/
noun an action which is taken in collu-
sion with another party

comity /'’komiti/ noun US the custom
by which courts in one state defer to the
jurisdiction of courts in other states or to
federal courts

comity of nations /komiti ov
'‘ne1f(d)nz/ noun the custom whereby
the courts of one country acknowledge
and apply the laws of another country
command /ka'ma:nd/ noun an order
o by Royal Command by order of the
Queen or King

commander /ko'mainda/ noun a
high rank in the Metropolitan Police
force, equivalent to Assistant Chief Con-
stable

commencement  /ko'mensmont/
noun the beginning o commencement
of proceedings the start of proceedings
in a County Court o date of commence-
ment the date when an Act of Parliament
takes effect

comment /'’kpment/ noun a remark
giving a spoken or written opinion o The

judge made a comment on the evidence

presented by the defence. o The newspa-
per has some short comments about the
trial.

commentary /'komont(a)ri/ noun 1.
a textbook which comments on the law
2. brief notes which comment on the
main points of a judgment
Commercial Court /ko'ms:[(a)l
ko:t/ noun a court in the Queen’s Bench
Division which hears cases relating to
business disputes

commercial law /ko ms:[(a)] 'lo:/
noun law regarding the conduct of busi-
nesses

commercial lawyer /koms:[(o)l
'Iorjo/ noun US someone who specialis-
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es in company law or who advises com-
panies on legal problems

commercial premises /ko,ms:[(o)l
'‘premisiz/ plural noun same as busi-
ness premises

commission /ko'mif(a)n/ noun 1. a
group of people officially appointed to
examine or be in charge of something o
The government has appointed a com-
mission of inquiry to look into the prob-
lems of prison overcrowding. o He is the
chairman of the government commission
on football violence. » Law Commis-
sion, Royal Commission 2. a request
to someone such as an artist or architect
to do a piece of work for which they will
be paid 3. a payment, usually a percent-
age of turnover, made to an agent o She
has an agent’s commission of 15% of
sales. 4. an official position of being an
officer in the army 5. the act of commit-
ting a crime
commission agent /ko'mif(o)n
.e1dzant/ noun an agent who is paid by
commission, not by fee
commissioner /ka'mif(a)na/ nouna
person who has an official commission
commissioner for oaths /ko
mif(a)na for 'sauds/ noun a solicitor
appointed by the Lord Chancellor to ad-
minister affidavits which may be used in
court
commissioner of police /ko
.mif(a)nar av pa'lirs/ noun the highest
rank in a police force
Commissioners of Inland Reve-
nue /komif(o)noz ov  ,mlond
'revonjui/ noun the Board of Inland
Revenue
Commission for Racial Equality
/kamif(e)n fo rerf(a)l 1'kwnliti/ noun
in the UK, an official committee set up to
deal with issues relating to equal treat-
ment of ethnic groups. Abbreviation
CRE
Commission of the European
Community noun the main executive
body of the EC, one of the four bodies
which form the basis of the European
Community, made up of members from
each state

COMMENT: The Commission is formed

of 20 members or Commissioners who
are appointed by the governments of

the Member States. The larger Mem-
ber States (France, Germany, ltaly,
Spain and the UK) have two Commis-
sioners each and the other smaller
countries appoint one each. Each
Commissioner is appointed for a five-
year renewable term, and all the ap-
pointments end together, so the Com-
mission is either changed or renewed
every five years. Member States can-
not dismiss the Commission, but can
refuse to renew the term of appoint-
ment. The European Parliament can
force the entire Commission to resign,
but cannot dismiss an individual Com-
missioner. The European Court of Jus-
tice can force a Commissioner to retire
on grounds of misconduct. The Com-
mission is headed by the President of
the European Commission, with two
Vice-Presidents. The Commissioners
are not supposed to be the represent-
atives of their respective governments
but must take the interests of the Com-
munity as a whole into account. Each
commissioner has his or her own pri-
vate office or Cabinet, headed by a
Chef de Cabinet. The Commission has
23 departments called Directorates
General, each headed by a Director-
General, the Directorates General are
subdivided into Directorates, and
these are subdivided into Divisions.
Each Directorate General is responsi-
ble to one of the Commissioners. The
Commission represents all the Mem-
ber States in negotiations with other
parties, for example in trade negotia-
tions with the USA. The Commission
proposes laws for the European Com-
munity, and the Council of Ministers
makes decisions accordingly. The
Commission can make proposals re-
garding some legal matters and some
matters concerning the internal securi-
ty of Member States, but its main role
is that of a watchdog, seeing that trea-
ty obligations are carried out by Mem-
ber States.

commit /ka'mit/ verb 1. to send some-
one to prison or to a court o He was com-
mitted for trial in the Central Criminal
Court. o The magistrates committed her
for trial at the Crown Court. 2. to carry
out a crime o The gang committed six
robberies before they were caught.
(NOTE: committing — committed)

commitment /ko'mitmant/ noun an
order for sending someone to prison

commitments /ko'mitmonts/ plural
noun things which have to be done o fi-
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nancial commitments debts which have
to be paid o to honour your commit-
ments to do what you are obliged to do

committal /ko'mit(a)l/ noun the act of
sending someone to a court or to prison o
committal for trial the act of sending
someone to be tried in a higher court fol-
lowing committal proceedings in a mag-
istrates’ court o committal for sentence
the act of sending someone who has been
convicted in a magistrates court to be
sentenced in a higher court

committal order /ko mit(a)l 'o:do/
noun an order sending someone to pris-
on for a contempt of court offence such
as perjury

committal proceedings /ko
mit(d)l pra'sitdinz/ plural noun the
preliminary hearing of a case in a magis-
trates’ court, to decide if it is serious
enough to be tried before a jury in a high-
er court

committal warrant /komit(a)l
'worant/ noun an order sending some-
one to serve a prison sentence

committee /ka'miti/ noun 1. an offi-
cial group of people who organise or
plan for a larger group o to be a member
of a committee or to sit on a committee o
He was elected to the Finance Commit-
tee o The new plans have to be approved
by the committee members. o She is at-
tending a committee meeting. o He is the
chairman of the Planning Committee. o
She is the secretary of the Housing Com-
mittee. o to chair a committee to be the
chairman of a committee 2. a section of
a legislature which considers bills passed
to it by the main chamber 3. a person to
whom something such as the charge of
someone who is incapable of looking af-
ter himself or herself is officially given

Committee of Privileges /ko,miti
ov 'privilid3iz/ noun a special commit-
tee of the House of Commons which ex-
amines cases of breach of privilege

Committee of the Parliamentary
Commission /komiti ov da ,pa:lo
'ment(a)ri ko, mif(a)n/ noun a commit-
tee which examines reports by the Om-
budsman

Committee of Ways and Means
/ko,miti ov ,weiz on 'miinz/ noun a

committee of the whole House of Com-
mons which examines a Supply Bill

Committee Stage /ko'miti sterdz/
noun one of the stages in the discussion
of a Bill, where each clause is examined
in detail o The Bill is at Committee Stage
and will not become law for several
months.

common /'’komon/ adjective 1. which
happens very often o Putting the headed
paper into the photocopier upside down
is a common mistake. o Being caught by
the customs is very common these days.
2. referring to or belonging to several
different people or to everyone 3. o in
common together or jointly. ; tenancy
in common

common ancestor / kpman
‘nsestd/ noun a person from whom
two or more people are descended

common assault / komon o'so:lt/
noun the crime or tort of acting in such a
way that another person is afraid he or
she will be attacked and hurt

common carrier /komon 'kario/
noun a firm which carries goods or pas-
sengers, which cannot usually refuse to
do so, and which can be used by anyone

common land / komon 'leend/ noun
an area of land to which the public has
access for walking

common law / komon 'Io:/ noun1. a
law established on the basis of decisions
by the courts, rather than by statute 2. a
general system of laws which formerly
were the only laws existing in England,
but which in some cases have been su-
perseded by statute (NOTE: You say at
common law when referring to some-
thing happening according to the princi-
ples of common law.)

common-law /'’komon 15:/ adjective
according to the old unwritten system of
law o common-law marriage situation
where two people live together as hus-
band and wife without being married o
common-law spouse, wife somebody
who has lived or is living with another as
husband or wife, although they have not
been legally married

common ownership /komon
‘auna[1p/ noun ownership of a company
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or of a property by a group of people who
each own a part

common position /komon po
'z1[(9)n/ noun a position taken by the
Council of the European Union on pro-
posed legislation, which is then passed to
the European Parliament for approval. It
can be adopted or rejected by the Parlia-
ment, and the Parliament may propose
changes to the proposed common posi-
tion.

common pricing /komon 'praisip/
noun the illegal fixing of prices by sever-
al businesses so that they all charge the
same price

Commons /'’komonz/ plural noun
same as House of Commons o The
Commons voted against the Bill. o The
majority of the Commons are in favour of
law reform.

common seal / komon 'si:l/ noun a
metal stamp which every company must
possess, used to stamp documents with
the name of the company to show they
have been approved officially o o attach
the company’s seal to a document

Common Serjeant  /komon
'sa:dzont/ noun a senior barrister who
sits as a judge in the City of London and
acts as adviser to the City of London
Corporation

commorientes  /kou,mori'enti:z/
plural noun people who die at the same
time, e.g. a husband and wife who both
die in the same accident
COMMENT: In such cases, the law as-
sumes that the younger person has
died after the older one; this rule also
applies to testators and beneficiaries
who die at the same time.
commune /'komjuin/ noun a group
of people who live and work together,
and share their possessions
communicate /ko'mju:ni keit/ verb
to pass information to someone o The
members of the jury must not communi-
cate with the witnesses.
communication /ko,mju:ni
'kerf(a)n/ noun 1. the passing of infor-
mation between different people o to en-
ter into communication with someone
to start discussing something with some-
one, usually in writing o We have entered
into communication with the relevant

government department. 2. an official
message o We have had a communica-
tion from the local tax inspector.
communications /ko,mju:nt
'ke1f(a)nz/ plural noun the ways people
use to give information or express their
thoughts and feelings to each other o Af-
ter the flood all communications with the
outside world were broken.

community /ko'mjuniti/ noun 1. a
group of people living or working in the
same place o the local business commu-
nity the business people living and work-
ing in the area 2. same as European
Community o the Community finance
ministers the finance ministers of all the
countries of the European Community
Community act /ko'mjuiniti akt/
noun a legal act of the European Union
which has the force of law

community charge /ko'mjuiniti
tfa:d3/ noun a local tax levied on each
eligible taxpayer. Also known as poll
tax

community home /ko'mjuiniti
houm/ noun a house which belongs to a
local authority, where children in care
can live

Community Legal Service /ks
Jmjuinati lizg(9)l 's3:vis/ noun a sys-
tem that consolidates previous features
of the legal aid scheme, which it replaced
in April 2000, in a re-structured form,
outlining strict financial criteria for eligi-
bility. It is administered by the Legal
Services Commission who ensure that
public funds are made available to those
individuals in need of it most. Legal as-
sistance is broken down into six differing
levels of assistance: (1) legal help (2)
help at court; (3) investigative help; (4)
full representation (5) support funding;
(6) specific directions.

Community legislation  /ko
.mju:nitiled3zi'sleif(a)n/, Community
law noun 1. regulations or directives is-
sued by the EC Council of Ministers or
the EC Commission 2. laws created by
the European Community which are
binding on Member States and their citi-
zens

community policing /ko,mju:niti
pa'lizssig/ noun a way of policing a sec-
tion of a town, where the members of the
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local community and the local police
force act together to prevent crime and
disorder, with policemen on foot patrol
rather than in patrol cars

community property /ko,mju:niti
'propati/ noun in the USA, Canada,
France and many other countries, a situ-
ation where a husband and wife jointly
own any property which they acquire
during the course of their marriage.
Compare separate property
community service /komjuiniti
's31vis/ noun work that someone has to
do in their spare time as punishment for
some offences instead of going to prison
community service order /ko
,mjuiniti 's3:vis ,0:da/ noun a punish-
ment where a convicted person is sen-
tenced to do unpaid work in the local
community. Abbreviation CSO
community support officer /ko
.mjurniti sa'po:t ,pfisa/ noun s Police
Community Support Officer
commutation / komju'terf(a)n/
noun the reduction of a punishment to
one that is less severe

commute /ko'mju:t/ verb 1. to travel
to work from home each day o He com-
mutes from the country to his office in the
centre of town. 2. to change a right into
cash 3. to reduce a harsh sentence to a
lesser one o The death sentence was
commuted to life imprisonment.
compact /'kompakt/ noun an agree-
ment

Companies Act /'’kamp(o)niz akt/
noun in the UK, an Act which states the
legal limits within which a company may
do business

Companies House /kamponiz
‘haus/ noun in the UK, an office which
keeps details of incorporated companies
companies’ register /kamponiz
'redzista/ noun a list of companies
showing their directors and registered
addresses, and statutory information kept
at Companies House for public inspec-
tion

company /'kamp(e)ni/ noun 1. a
group of people organised to buy, sell or
provide a service 2. a group of people or-
ganised to buy or sell or provide a service
which has been legally incorporated, and

so is a legal entity separate from its indi-
vidual members o a tractor or aircraft
or chocolate company a company
which makes tractors or aircraft or choc-
olate o a company of good standing a
very reputable company o to put a com-
pany into liquidation to close a compa-
ny by selling its assets to pay its creditors
o to set up a company to start a compa-
ny legally 3. o companies’ register, reg-
ister of companies list of companies
showing details of their directors and
registered addresses 4. an organisation in
the City of London which does mainly
charitable work and is derived from one
of the former trade associations o the
Drapers’ Company o the Grocers’ Com-
pany

company director / kamp(o)ni dar
'rekta/ noun a person appointed by the
shareholders to run a company
company flat /kamp(o)ni ‘'flet/
noun a flat owned by a company and
used by members of staff from time to
time (NOTE: The US term is apart-
ment.)

company law / kamp(a)ni 'lo:/ noun
law relating to the way companies may
operate

company member /kamp(o)ni
'memba/ noun a shareholder in a com-
pany

company promoter /kamp(o)ni
pro'mouta/ noun a person who organis-
es the setting up of a new company
company rules /'’kamp(o)ni ru:lz/,
company rules and regulations
/. kamp(a)ni ru:lz an regju'lerf(a)nz/
plural noun the general way of working
in a company

company secretary /kamp(o)ni
'sekrit(9)ri/ noun somebody who is re-
sponsible for a company’s legal and fi-
nancial affairs

comparative law /kom'parativ lo:/
noun a study which compares the legal
systems of different countries

compel /kom'pel/ verb to force some-
one to do something o The Act compels
all drivers to have adequate insurance.
(NOTE: compelling — compelled)
compellability /kom,pela'biliti/
noun the fact of being compellable
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compellable /kom'pelob(a)l/ adjec-
tive able to be forced to do something o
a compellable witness

compensate /'kompoanseit/ verb to
pay for damage done o to compensate a
manager for loss of commission

compensation /kompon'seif(o)n/
noun 1. payment made by someone to
cover the cost of damage or hardship
which he or she has caused o Unlimited
compensation may be awarded in the
Crown Court. o compensation for dam-
age payment for damage done o com-
pensation for loss of office payment to a
director who is asked to leave a company
before his or her contract ends o com-
pensation for loss of earnings payment
to someone who has stopped earning
money or who is not able to earn money
2. US a payment made to someone for
work which has been done

compensation fund /kompon
'se1f(a)n fand/ noun a special fund set
up by the Law Society to compensate cli-
ents for loss suffered because of the ac-
tions of solicitors

compensation order /kompon
'se1f(a)n ,0:da/ noun an order made by
a criminal court which forces a criminal
to pay compensation to his or her victim

compensation package / kompon
'se1f(a)n ,paekidz/ noun the salary, pen-
sion and other benefits offered with a job

compensatory damages
/ komponsert(d)ri 'demid3ziz/ plural
noun damages which compensate for
loss or harm suffered

compete /kom'piit/ verb o to com-
pete with someone or with a company
to try to do better than another person or
another company

competence /'kompit(o)ns/, com-
petency /'’kompit(o)nsi/ noun 1. the
ability to do something effectively 2. the
fact of being able to give evidence (NOTE:
Anyone is able to give evidence, except
the sovereign, persons who are mental-
ly ill, and spouses when the other
spouse is being prosecuted.) 3. o the
case falls within the competence of the
court the court is legally able to deal
with the case

competent /'kompit(o)nt/ adjective
1. able to do something o She is a com-
petent secretary or a competent manager.
2. efficient 3. legally able to do some-
thing o Most people are competent to
give evidence. o the court is not compe-
tent to deal with this case the court is
not legally able to deal with the case
competition / kompa'tif(e)n/ noun
the process of attempting to do better and
be more successful than another compa-
ny

competitor /kom'petits/ noun a per-
son or company which competes o Two
German firms are our main competitors.
o The contract of employment forbids
members of staff from leaving to go to
work for competitors.

complainant /kom'plemant/ noun
somebody who makes a complaint or
who starts proceedings against someone

complaint /kom'plemt/ noun 1. a
statement that you feel something is
wrong o When making a complaint, al-
ways quote the reference number. o She
sent her letter of complaint to the manag-
ing director. o to make or lodge a com-
plaint against someone to write and
send an official complaint to someone’s
superior 2. a document signed to start
proceedings in a Magistrates’ Court 3. a
statement of the case made by the claim-
ant at the beginning of a civil action

complaints procedure /kom
'pleints pra,sitdza/ noun an agreed
way of presenting complaints formally,
e.g. from an employee to the manage-
ment of a company

complete /kom'pli:t/ adjective whole,
with nothing missing o The order is com-
plete and ready for sending. o The order
should be delivered only if it is complete.
m verb 1. to finish o The factory complet-
ed the order in two weeks. o How long
will it take you to complete the job? 2. o
to complete a conveyance to convey a
property to a purchaser, when the pur-
chaser pays the purchase price and the
vendor hands over the signed convey-
ance and the deeds of the property
completion /kom'pli:[(o)n/ noun 1.
the act of finishing something 2. the last
stage in the sale of a property when the
solicitors for the two parties meet, when
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the purchaser pays and the vendor passes
the conveyance and the deeds to the pur-
chaser

completion date /kom'plizf(o)n
de1t/ noun the date when something will
be finished

completion  statement /kom
plizf(a)n 'stertmont/ noun a statement
of account from a solicitor to a client
showing all the costs of the sale or pur-
chase of a property

compliance /kom'platons/ noun
willingness to do what is ordered o The
documents have been drawn up in com-
pliance with the provisions of the Act.

compliant /kom'plaront/ adjective
agreeing with something o not compli-
ant with not in agreement with o The
settlement is not compliant with the ear-
lier order of the court.

compliments slip /'’komplimants
slip/ noun a piece of paper with the
name of a company printed on it, sent
with documents, gifts, etc., instead of a
letter

comply /kom'plai/ verb o to comply
with to obey o The company has com-
plied with the court order. o She refused
to comply with the injunction.
composition / kompa'zif(a)n/ noun
an agreement between a debtor and cred-
itors to settle a debt immediately by re-
paying only part of it

compos mentis / kompos 'mentis/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘of sound
mind’ or ‘sane’

compound /kom'paund/ verb 1. to
agree with creditors to settle a debt by
paying part of what is owed 2. o to com-
pound an offence to agree (in return for
payment) not to prosecute someone who
has committed an offence

comprehensive /kompri'hensiv/
adjective including everything
comprehensive insurance
/ komprihensiv 1n'fuarans/ noun in-
surance which covers you against a large
number of possible risks
comprehensive policy
/. komprihensiv 'polisi/ noun an insur-
ance policy which covers risks of any
kind, with no exclusions

compromise /'’kompromaiz/ noun
an agreement between two sides, where
each side gives way a little in order to
reach a settlement o After some discus-
sion a compromise solution was reached.
m verb 1. to reach an agreement by giving
way a little o He asked £15 for it, I of-
fered £7 and we compromised on £10. 2.
to involve someone in something which
makes his or her reputation less good o
The minister was compromised in the
bribery case.

comptroller /kon'trovle/ noun the
person in charge, especially referring to
accounts

Comptroller and Auditor-Gener-
al /kon,trouvle on ,o:dito 'dzen(o)ral/
noun an official whose duty is to exam-
ine the accounts of ministries and gov-
ernment departments and who heads the
National Audit Office

compulsory /kom'palsori/ adjective
being forced or ordered

compulsory liquidation /kom
palsari ltkwri'derf(a)n/ noun liquida-
tion which is ordered by a court

compulsory purchase /kom
palsari 'p3:t[1s/ noun the buying of a
property by the local council or the gov-
ernment even if the owner does not want
to sell

compulsory purchase order /kom
palsari 'pa:tfis ,0:da/ noun an official
order from a local authority or from the
government ordering an owner to sell his
or her property

compulsory winding up order
/koam,palsori ,waindiy 'Ap ,0:do/ noun
an order from a court saying that a com-
pany must be wound up (stop trading)
computer error /kom,pjuitor 'era/
noun a mistake made by a computer
computer fraud /kom'pju:to fro:d/
noun fraud committed by using data
stored on computer

computerise /kom'pjuitoraiz/,
computerize verb to change from a
manual system to one using computers o
The police criminal records have been
completely computerised.

computer language /kom'pju:to
Jleenpgwid3z/ noun a system of signs, let-



computer program

ters and words used to instruct a compu-
ter

computer program /kom'pju:ito
,prougram/ noun a set of instructions to
a computer, telling it to do a particular
piece of work

computer time /kom'pju:to taim/
noun the time when a computer is being
used (paid for at an hourly rate)

con /kon/ noun 1. a trick done to try to
get money from someone (informal) o
Trying to get us to pay him for ten hours’
overtime was just a con. 2. same as con-
vict (slang) 3. same as conviction
(slang) m verb to trick someone to try to
get money (informal) o They conned the
bank into lending them £25,000 with no
security. o He conned the finance compa-
ny out of £100,000. (NOTE: conning —
conned. Note also you con someone
into doing something.)

conceal /kon'si:l/ verb to hide o She
was accused of concealing information.
o The accused had a gun concealed un-
der his coat.

concealment /kon'sizlmont/ noun
the act hiding something for criminal
purposes o concealment of assets the act
of hiding assets so that creditors do not
know they exist o concealment of birth
anotifiable offence of hiding the fact that
a child has been born

concede /kon'si:d/ verb to admit that
an opposing party is right o Counsel con-
ceded that his client owed the money. o
The witness conceded under questioning
that he had never been near the house. o
to concede defeat to admit that you have
lost

concern /kon's3:n/ noun a business or
company o his business is a going con-
cern the company is working (and mak-
ing a profit) o sold as a going concern
sold as an actively trading company m
verb to deal with, to be connected with o
The court is not concerned with the value
of the items stolen. o The report does not
concern itself with the impartiality of the
judge. o He has been asked to give evi-
dence to the commission of inquiry con-
cerning the breakdown of law and order.
o The contract was drawn up with the
agreement of all parties concerned.

concert party /'konsot ,pa:ti/ noun
an arrangement by which several people
or companies act together in secret to
take over a company

concession /kon'se[(o)n/ noun 1.
the right to use someone else’s property
for business purposes 2. the right to be
the only seller of a product in a place o
She runs a jewellery concession in a de-
partment store. 3. an allowance 4. an act
of accepting defeat

concessionaire /kon,sefa'nead/
noun somebody who has the right to be
the only seller of a product in a place

conciliation /kon sili'erf(a)n/ noun
the activity of bringing together the par-
ties in a dispute so that the dispute can be
settled

Conciliation  Service /kon,sili
‘erf(9)n ,s3:vis/ noun same as Adviso-
ry Conciliation and Arbitration Serv-
ice

conclude /kon'klu:d/ verb 1. to com-
plete successfully o fo conclude an
agreement with someone 2. to believe
from evidence o The police concluded
that the thief had got into the building
through the main entrance.

conclusion /kon'klu:z(a)n/ noun 1.
an opinion which is reached after careful
thought and examination of the evidence
o The police have come to the conclusion
or have reached the conclusion that the
bomb was set off by radio control. 2. o
conclusion of fact US a statement of a
decision by a judge, based on facts o
conclusion of law a statement of a deci-
sion by a judge, based on rules of law 3.
the final completion o the conclusion of
the defence counsel’s address o in con-
clusion finally, at the end o In conclu-
sion, the judge thanked the jury for their
long and patient service.

conclusive /kon'klu:siv/ adjective
proving something o The fingerprints on
the gun were conclusive evidence that
the accused was guilty.

conclusively /kon'klu:sivli/ adverb
in a way which proves a fact o The evi-
dence of the eye witness proved conclu-
sively that the accused was in the town at
the time the robbery was committed.
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conditional will

concordat /kon'ko:deet/ noun agree-
ment between the Roman Catholic
Church and a government, which allows
the Church specific rights and privileges

concur /kon'ks:/ verb to agree o Smith
LJ dismissed the appeal, Jones and
White LJJ concurring.

concurrence /kon'karons/ noun
agreement between different people o In
concurrence with the other judges, Smith
LJ dismissed the appeal.

concurrent /kon'karont/ adjective
taking place at the same time. () consec-
utive

concurrently /kon'karontli/ adverb
taking place at the same time o He was
sentenced to two periods of two years in
prison, the sentences to run concurrent-
ly. ; consecutively

concurrent power /kon karont
'paud/ noun a power which is held con-
currently by a Member State and by the
community, where the Member State can
exercise the power up to the point at
which the community exercises its
rights. If the community acts, the power
becomes exclusive to the community and
the Member State can no longer act.

concurrent sentence /kon karont
'sentons/ noun a sentence which takes
place at the same time as another o He
was given two concurrent jail sentences
of six months.

condemn /kon'dem/ verb 1. to sen-
tence someone to be punished o The
prisoners were condemned to death. 2. to
say that a dwelling is not fit for people to
live in

condemnation /kondem'neif(a)n/
noun 1. the act of sentencing of someone
to a particular severe punishment 2. the
forfeit of a piece of property when it has
been legally seized

condemned cell /kon'demd sel/
noun US a cell where a prisoner is kept
who has been sentenced to death

condition /kon'dif(a)n/ noun 1. a
term of a contract or duty which has to be
carried out as part of a contract, or some-
thing which has to be agreed before a
contract becomes valid o on condition
that provided that o They were granted
the lease on condition that they paid the

legal costs. 2. a general state o item sold
in good condition o What was the condi-
tion of the car when it was sold?

conditional /kon'dif(o)n(s)l/ adjec-
tive only able to happen if something else
happens first o to give a conditional ac-
ceptance to accept, provided that specif-
ic things happen or terms apply o the of-
fer is conditional on the board’s ac-
ceptance the offer will only go through
if the board accepts it o he made a con-
ditional offer he offered to buy, provid-
ed that specific terms applied

conditional discharge /kon
dif(@)n(a)l dis'tfardz/ noun an act of
allowing an offender to be set free with-
out any immediate punishment on condi-
tion that he or she does not commit an of-
fence during the following period

conditional fee /kon'dif(a)n(a)l fi:/
noun a fee which is paid only if the case
is won. Also called contingent fee,
success fee
COMMENT: Conditional fee agree-
ments originally covered a limited
range of cases, but are now applied to
insolvency, defamation, civil liberties,
intellectual property, employment and
many other areas of action. These
agreements allow clients to agree with
their lawyers that the lawyers will not
receive all or part of the usual fees or
expenses if the case is lost; if the case
is won, on the other hand, the client
agrees to pay an extra fee in addition
to the normal fee. Insurance policies
are available to people contemplating
legal action to cover the costs of the
other party and the client’s own fees if
the case is lost.

conditional fee agreement /kon
dif(e)n(d)l fir o'griimont/ noun an
agreement between a client and their rep-
resentation that the legal fees will only
be paid if the case is successful. Also
known as no win no fee

conditionally /kon'dif(e)n(o)li/ ad-
verb provided some things take place o
to accept an offer conditionally to ac-
cept provided some conditions are ful-
filled

conditional will /kon'dif(o)n(a)l
wil/ noun a will which takes effect when
the person dies, but only if specific con-
ditions apply
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condition precedent /kon dif(o)n
'presid(e)nt/ noun a condition which
says that a right will not be granted until
something is done

conditions of employment /kon
dif(e)nz av 1m'plormant/ plural noun
the terms of a contract of employment,
which must be supplied in writing to an
employee within two months of the start
of employment

conditions of sale /kon,dif(o)nz ov
'se1l/ plural noun a list of the terms such
as discounts and credit terms under
which a sale takes place

condition  subsequent /kon
.dif(a)n 'sabsikwant/ noun a condition
which says that a contract will be modi-
fied or annulled if something is not done

condominium / konda'miniom/
noun US a system of ownership, where a
person owns an individual apartment in a
building, together with a share of the
land and common parts such as stairs and
roof

condonation / konda'nerf(a)n/ noun
the forgiving by one spouse of an act, es-
pecially adultery, of the other
condone /kon'doun/ verb to fail to
criticise bad or criminal behaviour o The
court cannot condone your treatment of
your children.

conducive /kon'dju:siv/ adjective
likely to lead to or produce o The threat
of legal action is not conducive to an
easy solution to the dispute.

conduct /kon'dakt/ noun a way of be-
having o She was arrested for disorderly
conduct in the street. o conduct condu-
cive to a breach of the peace a way of
behaving, using rude or threatening lan-
guage in speech or writing, which seems
likely to cause a breach of the peace m
verb to carry out an activity o to conduct
discussions or negotiations o The chair-
man conducted the proceedings very effi-
ciently.

confederation /kon fedo'rerf(o)n/,
confederacy /kon'fed(o)rasi/ noun a
group of organisations working together
for common aims o a loose confedera-
tion of local businesses

confer /kon'f3:/ verb 1. to give power
or responsibility to someone o the dis-

cretionary powers conferred on the tri-
bunal by statute 2. to discuss o The Chief
Constable conferred with the Superin-
tendent in charge of the case.

conference /'konf(s)rons/ noun a
meeting of a group of people to discuss
something o The Police Federation is
holding its annual conference this week.
o The Labour Party Annual Conference
was held in Brighton this year. o He pre-
sented a motion to the conference. o The
conference passed a motion in favour of
unilateral nuclear disarmament.

conference agenda / konf(o)rons o
'‘dzenda/ noun the business which is to
be discussed at a conference

conference papers /konf(o)rons
'peipas/ plural noun copies of lectures
given at a conference, printed and pub-
lished after the conference has ended

conference proceedings
/'konf(a)rans pro,siidinz/ plural noun
written report of what has been discussed
at a conference

conference table /konf(o)rons
'tetb(d)l/ noun a table around which
people sit to negotiate

confess /kon'fes/ verb to admit that
you have committed a crime o After six
hours’ questioning by the police the ac-
cused man confessed.

confession /kon'fef(a)n/ noun 1. a
statement by a defendant that they have
committed a crime o The police sergeant
asked him to sign his confession. 2. a
document in which you admit that you
have committed a crime o The accused
typed his own confession statement. o
The confession was not admitted in
court, because the accused claimed it
had been extorted.

confession and avoidance /kon
fef(d)n on o'vord(e)ns/ noun an ad-
mission by a party of the allegations
made against him or her, but at the same
time bringing forward new pleadings
which make the allegations void

confidence /'’konfid(e)ns/ noun 1.
feeling sure about something or having
trust in someone o The sales teams do
not have much confidence in their man-
ager. o The board has total confidence in
the managing director. 2. the ability to
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trust someone with a secret o in confi-
dence in secret o I will show you the re-
port in confidence.

confidence trick /'konfid(o)ns
trik/,  confidence = game us
/'konfid(e)ns germ/ noun a business
deal where someone gains another per-
son’s confidence and then tricks him or
her

confidence trickster /'’konfid(o)ns
triksta/, confidence man US
/'konfid(e)ns man/ noun somebody
who carries out confidence tricks on peo-
ple

confidence vote /'konfid(e)ns
vaut/ noun a vote to show that a person
or group is or is not trusted o He pro-
posed a vote of confidence in the govern-
ment. o The chairman resigned after the
motion of no confidence was passed at
the AGM.

confidential /konfr'denfsl/ adjec-
tive secret between two persons or a
small group of people o the letter was
marked ‘Private and Confidential’

confidential information
/ konfiden sl ,infa'meif(a)n/ noun in-
formation which is secret, and which
must not be passed on to other people o
He was accused of passing on confiden-
tial information. o The knowledge which
an employee has of the working of the
firm for which he works can be seen to be
confidential information which he must
not pass on to another firm.

confidentiality /konfidenfi'zliti/
noun an understanding between two or
more parties that specified information
remains secret

confidential report / konfidenfal r1
'po:t/ noun a secret document which
must not be shown to other than a few
named persons

confine /kon'fain/ verbto keep a crim-
inal in a room or restricted area

confined to barracks /kon faind to
'beeroks/ adjective (of a soldier) sen-
tenced to stay in the barracks for a set pe-
riod of time and not to go outside. Abbre-
viation CB

confinement /kon'fainmont/ noun
the situation of being kept in a place

without being free to leave, especially as
a punishment

confirm /kon'fa:m/ verb to say that
something is certain or is correct o The
Court of Appeal has confirmed the
judge’s decision. o His secretary phoned
to confirm the hotel room or the ticket or
the agreement or the booking. o to con-
firm someone in a job to say that some-
one is now permanently in a particular
job

confiscate /'konfiskert/ verb to take
away private property into the possession
of the state o The court ordered the drugs
to be confiscated.

confiscation / konfis'keif(a)n/ noun
the act of confiscating

conflict noun/'konflikt/ disagreement
o to be in or come into conflict with to
disagree with someone over something m
verb /kon'flikt/ not to agree o The evi-
dence of the wife conflicts with that of
her husband. o The UK legislation con-
[licts with the directives of the EC.

conflicting evidence /konfliktip
'‘evid(e)ns/ noun evidence from differ-
ent witnesses which does not agree o The
jury has to decide who to believe among
a mass of conflicting evidence.

conflict of interest /konflikt ov
'Introst/, conflict of interests
/ konflikt ov 'Intrasts/ noun a situation
where a person may profit personally
from decisions which he or she takes in
their official capacity, or may not be able
to act independently because of connec-
tions with other people or organisations

conflict of laws / konflikt av 'lo:z/
noun a section in a country’s statutes
which deals with disputes between that
country’s laws and those of another
country

conform /kan'form/ verb to act in ac-
cordance with something o The proposed
Bill conforms to the recommendations of
the Royal Commission.

conformance /kon'formons/ noun
behaviour in accordance with a rule o in
conformance with the directives of the
Commission o He was criticised for non-
conformance with the regulations.
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conformity /kon'formiti/ noun o in
conformity with agreeing with o He has
acted in conformity with the regulations.

Congress /'kongres/ noun US the
elected federal legislative body in many
countries, especially in the USA where it
is formed of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate o The President is
counting on a Democrat majority in
Congress. o He was first elected to Con-
gress in 1988. o At a joint session of Con-
gress, the President called for support
for his plan. (NOTE: often used without
the except when referring to a particu-
lar legislature: The US Congress met in
emergency session;, The Republicans
had a majority in both houses of the
1974 Congress.)

Congressional /kon'gre[(a)n(o)l/
adjective US referring to Congress o a
Congressional subcommittee

conjugal /'’kond3zug(a)l/ adjective re-
ferring to marriage

conjugal rights /kondzug(o)l
‘raits/ plural noun rights of a husband
and wife in relation to each other

conman /kpnman/ noun same as
confidence trickster (informal)
connected persons /konektid
'‘p3is(o)ns/ plural noun people who are
closely related to, or have a close busi-
ness association with, a company direc-
tor

connection /ko'nek[on/ noun some-
thing which joins one person or thing to
another o Is there a connection between
the loss of the documents and the death
of the lawyer? o in connection with re-
ferring to o the police want to interview
the man in connection with burglaries
committed last November

connivance /ka'narvens/ noun the
act of not reporting a crime that you
know is being or is about to be commit-
ted o With the connivance of the customs
officers, he managed to bring the goods
into the country.

connive /ka'narv/ verb o to connive at
something to shut one’s eyes to wrong-
doing, to know that a crime is being com-
mitted, but not to report it
consecutive /kon'sekjutiv/ adjec-
tive following. » concurrent o consecu-

tive sentences two or more sentences
which follow one after the other

consecutively /ka'sekjutivli/ ad-
verb following o He was sentenced to
two periods of two years in jail, the sen-
tences to run consecutively. ; concur-
rently

consensual /kon'sensjusl/ adjective
happening by agreement

consensual acts /kon,sensjuol
‘eekts/ plural noun sexual acts which
both parties agree should take place

consensus /kon'sensas/ noun gener-
al agreement o There was a consensus
between all parties as to the next steps to
be taken. o In the absence of a consen-
sus, no decisions could be reached.

consensus ad idem /kon,sensos
@d 'ardem/ phrase a Latin phrase mean-
ing ‘agreement to this same thing’: a real
agreement to a contract by both parties

consent /kon'sent/ noun agreement
or permission that something should
happen o He borrowed the car without
the owner’s consent. o age of consent
sixteen years old, when a girl can agree
to have sexual intercourse m verb to
agree that something should be done o
The judge consented to the request of the
prosecution counsel.

consent judgment /kon,sent
'‘dzad3zmont/ noun an agreement of the
parties in a lawsuit to a judgment which
then becomes the settlement

consent order /kon,sent 'o:da/ noun
a court order that someone must not do
something without the agreement of an-
other party

consequential / konsi'kwen/ol/ ad-
jective following as a result of

consequential damages
/ konsikwenfol 'demidziz/ plural
noun damages suffered as a consequence
of using a piece of equipment, software,
etc., e.g. the stoppage of business activi-
ties because of computer or software
failure

consequent on /'konsikwont on/,
upon /A'pon/ adjective following as a
result of o The manufacturer is not liable
for injuries consequent on the use of this
apparatus.
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consider /kon'sida/ verb 1. to think
seriously about something o to consider
the terms of a contract to examine and
discuss if the terms are acceptable o the
judge asked the jury to consider their
verdict he asked the jury to discuss the
evidence they had heard and decide if the
accused was guilty or not 2. to believe o
He is considered to be one of the leading
divorce lawyers. o The law on libel is
considered too lenient.

consideration /kon sida'rerf(a)n/
noun 1. serious thought o We are giving
consideration to moving the head office
to Scotland. o to take something into
consideration to think about something
when deciding what to do o Having tak-
en the age of the accused into considera-
tion, the court has decided to give him a
suspended sentence. o to ask for other
offences to be taken into consideration
to confess to other offences after being
accused or convicted of one offence, so
that the sentence can cover all of them o
The accused admitted six other offences,
and asked for them to be taken into con-
sideration. 2. the price, in money, goods,
or some other reward, paid by one person
in exchange for another person promis-
ing to do something, which is an essen-
tial element in the formation of a contract
o for a small consideration for a small
fee or payment

consign /kon'sain/ verb o to consign
goods to someone to send goods to
someone for him to use or to sell for you

consignation / konsar'nerf(a)n/
noun the act of consigning

consignee / konsai'ni:/ noun some-
body who receives goods from someone
for his or her own use or to sell for the
person who sends them

consignment /kon'sainmont/ noun
the sending of goods to someone who
will hold them for you and sell them on
your behalf o goods on consignment
goods kept for another company to be
sold on their behalf for a commission

consignment note /kon'sainmont
naut/ nounanote saying that goods have
been sent

consignor /kon'sama/ noun some-
body who consigns goods to someone

COMMENT: The goods remain the

property of the consignor until the con-

signee sells them.
consistent /kon'sistont/ adjective
agreeing with and not contradicting
something o The sentence is consistent
with government policy on the treatment
of young offenders.
consolidate /kon'soli,dert/ verb 1. to
bring several Acts of Parliament together
into one act o The judge ordered the ac-
tions to be consolidated. 2. to hear sever-
al sets of proceedings together
Consolidated Fund /kon,solidertid
'fand/ noun a fund of money formed of
all taxes and other government revenues.
» Exchequer
consolidated shipment /kon
,solidertid '[ipmoant/ noun goods from
different companies grouped together
into a single shipment
Consolidating Act /kon'solidertin
.&kt/ noun an Act of Parliament which
brings together several previous Acts
which relate to the same subject. ; codi-
fication
consolidation /kon,soli'derf(o)n/
noun 1. the act of bringing together var-
ious Acts of Parliament which deal with
one subject into one single Act 2. a pro-
cedure whereby several sets of proceed-
ings are heard together by the court
consortium /kon'so:tiom/ noun 1. a
group of different companies which
work together on one project 2. the right
of a husband and wife to the love and
support of the other
conspiracy /kon'spirasi/ noun a plan
made with another person or other peo-
ple to commit a crime or tort (NOTE:
Conspiracy to commit a crime is itself a
crime.)
conspire /kon'sparo/ verb to agree
with another person or other people to
commit a crime or tort
constitute /'konstrtjuit/ verb to
make or to form o The documents consti-
tute primary evidence. o This Act consti-
tutes a major change in government pol-
icy. o Conduct tending to interfere with
the course of justice constitutes contempt
of court.
constitution / konst1'tjuzf(s)n/
noun 1. the set of laws, usually written
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down, under which a country is ruled o
The freedom of the individual is guaran-
teed by the country’s constitution. o The
new president asked the assembly to
draft a new constitution. 2. the written
rules of a society, association or club o
Under the society’s constitution, the
chairman is elected for a two-year peri-
od. o Payments to officers of the associa-
tion are not allowed by the constitution.
COMMENT: Most countries have written
constitutions, usually drafted by law-
yers, which can be amended by an Act
of the country’s legislative body. The
United States constitution was drawn
up by Thomas Jefferson after the
country became independent, and has
numerous amendments (the first ten
amendments being the Bill of Rights).
Great Britain is unusual in that it has
no written constitution, and relies on
precedent and the body of laws
passed over the years to act as a safe-
guard of the rights of the citizens and
the legality of government.
constitutional /konsti'tju:f(o)nal/
adjective 1. referring to a country’s con-
stitution o Censorship of the press is not
constitutional. 2. according to a constitu-
tion o The re-election of the chairman for
a second term is not constitutional. ) un-
constitutional
constitutional law / konst1
'tjurf(d)n(d)l Io:/ noun the set of laws
relating to government and its function
under which a country is ruled
constitutional lawyer
/ konstitju:f(a)n(d)l 'lorjo/ noun a
lawyer who specialises in drafting or in-
terpreting constitutions
constitutional right /konstr
'tjurf(a)n(a)l rart/ noun a right which is
guaranteed by the constitution of a coun-
try
construction /kon'strakfon/ noun
an interpretation of the meaning of
words o to put a construction on words
to suggest a meaning for words which is
not immediately obvious
construction company /kon
'strak[(e)n ,kamp(a)ni/ noun a compa-
ny which specialises in building
constructive /kon'straktiv/ adjec-
tive helping in the making of something
o She made some constructive sugges-
tions for improving employer-employee

relations. o We had a constructive pro-
posal from a shipping company in Italy.

constructive  dismissal /kon
straktiv dis'mis(9)l/ noun a situation
when a worker leaves his or her job vol-
untarily, but because of unreasonable
pressure from the management

constructive knowledge /kon
,straktiv 'nolid3/ noun knowledge of a
fact or matter which the law says a per-
son has available to them, whether or not
that person actually has it

constructive notice /kon,straktiv
‘nautis/ noun knowledge which the law
says a person has of something, whether
or not the person actually has it, because
the information is available if reasonable
inquiry is made

constructive total loss /kon
straktiv 'tout(d)l Ips/ noun a loss
where the item insured has been thrown
away as it is likely to be irreplaceable

constructive trust /kon'straktrv
trast/ noun trust arising by reason of a
person’s behaviour

construe /kon'strui/ verb to interpret
the meaning of words or of a document o
The court construed the words to mean
that there was a contract between the
parties. o Written opinion is not admissi-
ble as evidence for the purposes of con-
struing a deed of settlement.

consult /kon'salt/ verb to ask an ex-
pert for advice o He consulted his solici-
tor about the letter.

consultancy /kon'saltonsi/ noun the
act of giving specialist advice o a consul-
tancy firm o He offers a consultancy
service.

consultant /kon'saltont/ noun a spe-
cialist who gives advice o engineering
consultant o management consultant o
tax consultant

consultation / konsol'terf(a)n/ noun
1. a meeting with someone who can give
specialist advice 2. a meeting between a
client and a professional adviser such as
a solicitor or QC

consultation document /konsal
'terf(9)n ,dokjumont/ noun a paper
which is issued by a government depart-
ment to people who are asked to com-
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ment and make suggestions for improve-
ment

consultative /kon'saltotiv/ adjective
being asked to give advice o the report of
a consultative body o She is acting in a
consultative capacity.

consultative document /kon
saltatrv 'dokjumont/ noun same as
consultation document

consulting /kon'saltiy/ adjective per-
son who gives specialist advice o con-
sulting engineer

consumer /kon'sjurma/ noun a per-
son or company which buys and uses
goods and services o Gas consumers are
protesting at the increase in prices. o The
factory is a heavy consumer of water.
consumer council /konsju:mo
'kauns(a)l/ noun a group representing
the interests of consumers

consumer credit /konsju:mo
'kred1t/ noun the provision of loans by
finance companies to help people buy
goods

consumer goods /konsjuimo
'‘gudz/ plural noun goods bought by the
general public and not by businesses
consumer legislation /kon sju:mo
Jledzr1'slerf(a)n/ noun law which gives
rights to people who buy goods or who
pay for services

consumer protection /kon sju:mo
pra'tekfan/ noun the activity of protect-
ing consumers from unfair or illegal
business practices

consummation /konsa'meif(o)n/
noun the act of having sexual intercourse
for the first time after the marriage cere-
mony

contact /'kontaekt/ noun 1. a person
you know who can give you help such as
finding work or advice and information o
He has many contacts in the city. o Who
is your contact in the Ministry? 2. the act
of getting in touch with someone o I
have lost contact with them I do not
communicate with them any longer o he
put me in contact with a good lawyer
he told me how to get in touch with a
good lawyer

contact order /'’kontaekt ,0:da/ noun
a court order allowing a parent to see a
child where the child is in the care of

someone else, such as the other parent in
the case of a divorced couple. Former
name access order

contemnor /kon'temna/ noun some-
body who commits a contempt of court

contempt /kon'tempt/ noun the act of
showing a lack of respect to a court or
Parliament o to be in contempt to have
shown disrespect to a court, especially
by disobeying a court order o to purge
one’s contempt to apologise, to do
something to show that you are sorry for
the lack of respect shown

contempt of court /kontempt ov
'ko:t/ noun the act of showing a lack of
respect to a court, by bad behaviour in
court or by refusing to carry out a court
order o At common law, conduct tending
to interfere with the course of justice in
particular legal proceedings constitutes
criminal contempt.

content /'’kontent/ noun the subject
matter of a letter or other document o the
content of the letter the real meaning of
the letter

contentious /kon'tenfas/ adjective,
noun (of legal business) where there is a
dispute

contents /'kontents/ plural noun
things contained in something o The con-
tents of the bottle poured out onto the
floor. o The customs officials inspected
the contents of the box. o the contents of
the envelope the things in the envelope

contest /kon'test/ noun a situation in
which people or groups try to gain an ad-
vantage m verb 1. to argue that a decision
or a ruling is wrong o I wish to contest
the statement made by the witness. 2. to
compete to be successful in something
such as an election

contested takeover /kontestid
'tertkauva/ noun a takeover where the
directors of the company being bought
do not recommend the bid and try to fight
1t

context /'kontekst/ noun 1. other
words which surround a word or phrase
o The words can only be understood in
the context of the phrase in which they
occur. o the words were quoted out of
context the words were quoted without
the rest of the surrounding text, so as to
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give them a different meaning 2. the gen-
eral situation in which something hap-
pens o The action of the police has to be
seen in the context of the riots against the
government.

contingency /kon'tind3onsi/ noun a
possible state of emergency when deci-
sions will have to be taken quickly
contingency fund /kon'tind3onsi
fand/ noun money set aside in case it is
needed urgently

contingency plan /kon'tindzonsi
plaen/ noun a plan which will be put into
action if something happens which is ex-
pected to happen

contingent expenses  /kon
tind3ant 1k'spensiz/ plural noun ex-
penses which will be incurred only if
something happens

contingent fee /kon'tindzont fi:/
noun US a fee paid to a legal practitioner
which is a proportion of the damages re-
covered in the case

contingent interest /kon,tindzont
'Intrast/ noun US an interest in property
which may or may not exist in the future

contingent policy /kon,tindzont
'‘polisi/ noun a policy which pays out
only if something happens, e.g. if the
person named in the policy dies before
the person who is to benefit from it

contingent remainder  /kon
tind3ant ri'meinda/ noun a remainder
which is contingent upon something
happening in the future

contra /'kontro/ prefix against, oppo-
site, or contrasting

contract /kon'trekt/ noun 1. a legal
agreement between two or more parties o
to draw up a contract o to draft a con-
tract o to sign a contract o the contract
is binding on both parties both parties
signing the contract must do what is
agreed o by private contract by private
legal agreement o under contract bound
by the terms of a contract o The firm is
under contract to deliver the goods by
November: o to void a contract to make
a contract invalid 2. o contract for serv-
ices an agreement for the supply of a
service or goods o contract for the supply
of spare parts o to enter into a contract
to supply spare parts o to sign a contract

for #10,000 worth of spare parts o to put
work out to contract to decide that
work should be done by another compa-
ny on a contract, rather than employing
members of staff to do it o to award a
contract to a company, to place a con-
tract with a company to decide that a
company shall have the contract to do
work for you o to tender for a contract
to put forward an estimate of cost for
work to be carried out under contract o
the company is in breach of contract
the company has failed to do what was
agreed in the contract 3. an agreement to
kill someone for a payment (slang) o
there is a contract out for him someone
has offered money for him to be killed m
verb to agree to do something on the ba-
sis of a contract o to contract to supply
spare parts or to contract for the supply
of spare parts o the supply of spare
parts was contracted out to Smith Ltd
Smith Ltd was given the contract for sup-
plying spare parts o to contract out of
an agreement to withdraw from an
agreement with written permission of the
other party
COMMENT: A contract is an agreement
between two or more parties to create
legal obligations between them. Some
contracts are made ‘under seal’, i.e.
they are signed and sealed by the par-
ties; most contracts are made orally or
in writing. The essential elements of a
contract are: (a) that an offer made by
one party should be accepted by the
other; (b) consideration; (c) the inten-
tion to create legal relations. The
terms of a contract may be express or
implied. A breach of contract by one
party entitles the other party to sue for
damages or in some cases to seek
specific performance.
contracting party /kontrektip
'‘pa:ti/ noun the person or company that
signs a contract

contract killer /kontrekt 'kilo/
noun somebody who will kill someone if
paid to do so

contract law /'kontrakt lo:/ noun
law relating to agreements

contract note /'kontrazkt nout/
noun a note showing that shares have
been bought or sold but not yet paid for
contract of employment
/ kontrakt ov im'plormont/, contract
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of service noun a contract between an
employer and an employee showing all
the conditions of work

contractor /kon'trekta/ noun a per-
son who enters into a contract, especially
a person or company that does work ac-
cording to a written agreement
contractual /kon'trekt[uol/ adjec-
tive according to a contract o to fulfil
your contractual obligations to do what
you have agreed to do in a contract o he
is under no contractual obligation to
buy he has signed no agreement to buy
contractual liability /kon,trekt fusl
Jara'biliti/ noun a legal responsibility
for something as stated in a contract
contractually /kon'traktjusli/ ad-
verb according to a contract o The com-
pany is contractually bound to pay his
expenses.

contract under seal /kontrekt
‘anda siil/ noun a contract which has
been signed and legally approved with
the seal of the company or the person en-
tering into it. Compare simple contract
contract work /kontrakt waik/
noun work done according to a written
agreement

contradict / kontro'dikt/ verb 1. to
say exactly the opposite of something o
The witness contradicted himself several
times. 2. to disagree in various details
with another statement, story or report,
so that both cannot be true o The state-
ment contradicts the report in the news-
papers.

contradiction / kontra'dik[on/ noun
a statement which contradicts o The wit-
ness’ evidence was a mass of contradic-
tions. o There is a contradiction between
the Minister’s statement in the House of
Commons and the reports published in
the newspapers.

contradictory  /kontro'dikt(o)ri/
adjective not agreeing o a mass of con-
tradictory evidence

contra entry /'kontro \entri/ noun an
entry made in the opposite side of an ac-
count to make an earlier entry worthless,
i.e. a debit against a credit

contra proferentem / kontro ,profo
'rentem/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘against the one making the point’: rule

that an ambiguity in a document is con-
strued against the party who drafted it

contrary /'kontrari/ noun the opposite
o Information suggests that the contrary
is true. o on the contrary used for em-
phasising an opposite statement o Coun-
sel was not annoyed with the witness —
on the contrary, she praised him. o quite
the contrary used for emphasising an
opposite statement o I don’t dislike his
manner of working -quite the contrary —
I think it’s very effective. o to the contra-
ry suggesting that the opposite is true or
should happen o You should continue to
do it this way, unless you receive instruc-
tions to the contrary.

contravene / kontra'viin/ verb to do
something that is not allowed by rules or
regulations o The workshop has contra-
vened the employment regulations. o The
fire department can close a restaurant if
it contravenes the safety regulations.

contravention / kontra'venfon/
noun the act of breaking a regulation o in
contravention of contravening, going
against o The restaurant is in contraven-
tion of the safety regulations. o The man-
agement of the cinema locked the fire ex-
its in contravention of the fire regula-
tions.

contribute /kon'tribju:t/ verb o to
contribute to to help something o The
public response to the request for infor-
mation contributed to the capture of the
gang.

contribution /kontri'bjuzf(s)n/
noun 1. money paid to add to a sum 2. (in
civil cases) the right of someone to get
money from a third party to cover the
amount which he or she personally has to
pay

contributor of capital /kon
tribjutor av 'keepit(e)l/ noun some-
body who contributes capital to a compa-
ny

contributory /kon'tribjut(e)ri/ noun
a shareholder who is liable in respect of
partly paid shares to a company being
wound up

contributory causes /kon
tribjut(o)ri 'ko:z1z/ plural noun causes
which help something to take place o
The report listed bad community rela-
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tions as one of the contributory causes to
the riot.

contributory factor /kon
tribjut(o)ri 'faekta/ noun something
which contributes to a result

contributory negligence /kon
tribjut(o)ri 'neglidzons/ noun negli-
gence partly caused by the claimant and
partly by the defendant, resulting in harm
done to the claimant

con trick /'kon trik/ noun same as
confidence trick (informal)

control /kon'trouvl/ noun the fact of
keeping someone or something in order
or being able to direct them o The com-
pany is under the control of three share-
holders. o The family lost control of its
business. o to gain control of a business
to buy more than 50% of the shares so
that you can direct the business o to lose
control of a business to find that you
have less than 50% of the shares in a
company, and so are not longer able to
direct it m verb 1. to have the power to
decide what should happen to someone
or something 2. to make sure that some-
thing is restricted or kept at the correct
level o The government is fighting to
control inflation or to control the rise in
the cost of living.

controlled /kon'trould/ adjective 1.
limited by law o controlled chemicals 2.
carried out in a way that will give accu-
rate results and information o controlled
trials 3. able to show no emotion when
you are angry or upset o There were tears
in her eyes as she replied but her voice
was controlled.

controlled drug /kon,trouvld 'drag/,
controlled substance /kon,trovld
'sabstons/ noun a drug or other sub-
stance which is restricted by law and of
which possession may be an offence

controlling /kon'trouliy/ adjective o
to have a controlling interest in a com-
pany to own more than 50% of the
shares so that you can direct how the
company is run

control systems /kan'travl
,sistomz/ plural noun systems used to
check that a computer system is working
correctly

control test /kon'troul test/ noun a
test to decide if someone is an employee
or is self-employed, used for purposes of
tax assessment

convene /kan'viin/ verb to ask people
to come together o fo convene a meeting
of shareholders

convenience /kon'viinions/ noun o
at your earliest convenience as soon as
you find it possible o ship sailing under
aflag of convenience ship flying the flag
of a country which may have no ships of
its own but allows ships of other coun-
tries to be registered in its ports
convenor /kon'viina/ noun a person
who calls other people together for a
meeting

convention /kon'venfon/ noun 1. a
way in which something is usually done,
accepted as the normal way to do it o It
is the convention for American lawyers
to designate themselves ‘Esquire’. 2. a
meeting or series of meetings held to dis-
cuss and decide important matters 3. an
international treaty o the Geneva Con-
vention on Human Rights o The three
countries are all signatories of the con-
vention.

conversion /kan'vs:[(a)n/ noun the
tort of dealing with a person’s property in
a way which is not consistent with that
person’s rights over it

conversion of funds /kon,vs:f(o)n
av 'fandz/ noun the use of money which
does not belong to you for a purpose for
which it is not supposed to be used
convert /kon'va:t/ verb 1. to change
property into another form such as cash
2. o to convert funds to one’s own use
to use someone else’s money for yourself
convey /kon'ver/ verb 1. to carry
goods from one place to another 2. o to
convey a property to a purchaser to
pass the ownership of the property to the
purchaser

conveyance /kon'verons/ noun a le-
gal document which transfers the owner-
ship of land from the seller to the buyer
conveyancer /kon'veronsa/ noun
somebody who draws up a conveyance
conveyancing /kon'veronsiy/ noun
1. drawing up the document which legal-
ly transfers a property from a seller to a
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buyer 2. law and procedure relating to
the purchase and sale of property

convict /kon'vikt/ noun somebody
who is kept in prison as a punishment for
a crime m verb o to convict someone of
a crime to find that someone is guilty of
a crime o He was convicted of man-
slaughter and sent to prison.

convicted criminal /kon,viktid
'krimin(a)l/ noun a criminal who has
been found guilty and sentenced

conviction /kon'vik fon/ noun 1. the
feeling of being sure that something is
true o It is his conviction that the claim-
ant has brought the case maliciously. 2.
a decision that a person accused of a
crime is guilty o He has had ten convic-
tions for burglary. iy spent conviction.
Compare sentence

convict settlement /kon,vikt
'set(a9)lmant/ noun US a prison camp
where convicts are sent
cooling off period /ku:lip 'of
proriad/, cooling time US /'ku:lip
taim/ noun 1. during an industrial dis-
pute, a period when negotiations have to
be carried on and no action can be taken
by either side 2. a period when a person
is allowed to think about something
which he or she has agreed to buy on
hire-purchase and possibly return the
item
co-operation procedure /kou ,0po
're1f(9)n pro,siid3a/ noun (in the EU) a
procedure introduced by the Single Eu-
ropean Act which gives the European
Parliament a more important role than
before in considering European legisla-
tion. ) common position
COMMENT: Originally the co-operation
procedure was restricted to measures
concerning the internal market (free
movement of people within the union,
no discrimination on grounds of na-
tionality, harmonisation of health and
safety in the workplace, etc.). It is now
also used in connection with European
transport policy, training, environmen-
tal issues, etc. The co-operation pro-
cedure implies that at the end of a dis-
cussion period the Council will adopt a
common position which must then
be approved by the European Parlia-
ment.
co-operative /kou'op(o)rotiv/ noun
a business run by a group of workers who

are the owners and who share the profits
o industrial co-operative o to set up a
workers’ co-operative

co-opt / kou 'opt/ verb o to co-opt
someone onto a committee to ask some-
one to join a committee without being
elected

co-owner /kou 'auna/ noun some-
body who owns something jointly with
another person or persons o The two sis-
ters are co-owners of the property.
co-ownership / kou 'sunafip/ noun
1. an arrangement where two or more
persons own a property 2. an arrange-
ment where partners or employees have
shares in a company

cop /kop/ noun 1. a policeman
(informal) 2. an arrest (informal) o it’s a
fair cop you have caught me m verb 1. to
catch or arrest someone (slang) 2. to get
or to receive something (slang) o to cop
a plea to plead guilty to a lesser charge
and so hope the court will give a shorter
sentence to save the time of a full trial

co-partner /kouv 'pa:tna/ noun some-
body who is a partner in a business with
another person

co-partnership /kou 'pa:tnafip/
noun an arrangement where partners or
employees have shares in the company
copper /'kops/ noun a policeman
(informal)

copper-bottomed / kopo 'botomid/
adjective (of a guarantee or promise)
able to be completely trusted
co-property /kouv 'propeti/ noun
ownership of property by two or more
people together

co-proprietor /kou pro'praroto/
noun somebody who owns a property
with another person or several other peo-
ple

copy /'kopi/ noun 1. a document which
looks the same as another 2. anything
which copies information in a document,
by whatever means, including electronic
copies, recordings, etc. o an illegal copy
3. any document m verb 1. to make a sec-
ond item which is like the first o He cop-
ied the company report at night and took
it home. 2. to make something which is
similar to something else o She simply
copied the design from another fashion



copyright

designer. o He is successful because he
copies good ideas from other businesses.

copyright/'kopirart/ noun an author’s
legal right to publish his or her own work
and not to have it copied, which lasts 50
years after the author’s death under the
Berne Convention, or a similar right of
an artist, film maker or musician o work
which is out of copyright work by a
writer, etc., who has been dead for fifty
years, and which anyone can publish o
work still in copyright work by a living
writer, or by a writer who has not been
dead for fifty years m verb to confirm the
copyright of a written work by printing a
copyright notice and publishing the work
m adjective covered by the laws of copy-
right o It is illegal to take copies of a cop-
yright work.

COMMENT: Copyright exists in original
written works, in works of art and
works of music; it covers films, broad-
casts, recordings, etc.; it also covers
the layout of books, newspapers and
magazines. Copyright only exists if the
work is created by a person who is
qualified to hold a copyright, and is
published in a country which is quali-
fied to hold a copyright. There is no
copyright in ideas, items of news, his-
torical events, items of information, or
in titles of artistic works. When a copy-
right is established, the owner of the
copyright can copy his work himself,
sell copies of it to the public, perform
his work or exhibit it in public, broad-
cast his work, or adapt it in some way.
No other person has the right to do any
of these things. Copyright lasts for 50
years after the author's death accord-
ing to the Berne Convention, and for
25 years according to the Universal
Copyright Convention. In the USA,
copyright is for 50 years after the
death of an author for books published
after January 1st, 1978. For books
published before that date, the original
copyright was for 28 years after the
death of the author, and this can be ex-
tended for a further 28 year period up
to a maximum of 75 years. In 1995, the
European Union adopted a copyright
term of 70 years after the death of the
author. The copyright holder has the
right to refuse or to grant permission to
copy copyright material, though under
the Paris agreement of 1971, the orig-
inal publishers (representing the au-
thor or copyright holder) must, under
certain circumstances, grant licences

to reprint copyright material. The cop-
yright notice has to include the symbol
©, the name of the copyright holder
and the date of the copyright (which is
usually the date of first publication).
The notice must be printed in the book
and usually appears on the reverse of
the title page. A copyright notice is
also printed on other forms of printed
material such as posters.
Copyright Act /'’kopi,rait &kt/ noun
an Act of Parliament such as the Copy-
right Acts 1911, 1956 or 1988 making
copyright legal and controlling the copy-
ing of copyright material
copyright deposit /kopirait di
'pozit/ noun the act of placing a copy of
a published work in a copyright library,
usually the main national library, which
is part of the formal process of copy-
righting printed material

copyrighted /'kopiraitid/ adjective
protected by a valid copyright

copyright holder / kopirart
'haulda/ noun somebody who owns the
copyright in a work

copyright law /'kopirart 1o/ noun
law dealing with the protection of copy-
right

copyright notice / kopirart 'noutrs/
noun anote in a book showing who owns
the copyright and the date of ownership

cordon /'ko:d(e)n/ noun o a police
cordon barriers and policemen put
round an area to prevent anyone getting
near it m verb o to cordon off to put bar-
riers and policemen round (an area) so
that no one can get near it o The street
was cordoned off after the bomb was dis-
covered.

co-respondent /kou ri'spondont/
noun a party to divorce proceedings who
has committed adultery with another
person (NOTE: Do not confuse with cor-
respondent.)
coroner /'korona/ noun a public offi-
cial, either a doctor or a lawyer, who in-
vestigates sudden violent deaths
COMMENT:  Coroners  investigate
deaths which are violent or unexpect-
ed, deaths which may be murder or
manslaughter, deaths of prisoners and
deaths involving the police.
coroner’s court /'koronoz kort/
noun a court presided over by a coroner
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coroner’s inquest  /koronoz
'inkwest/ noun an inquest carried out by
a coroner into a death, or into a case of
treasure trove

corporal punishment /ko:p(o)ral
'panifmant/ noun the physical punish-
ment of someone by beating him or her

corporate /'ko:p(a)rot/ adjective re-
ferring to a company

corporate killing / ko:p(o)rot 'kilig/
noun a proposed criminal offence under
which companies and similar organisa-
tions would be held responsible for any
deaths occurring as a result of the com-
pany’s negligence

corporate manslaughter
/ komp(9)rat 'meenslo:ta/ noun the kill-
ing of someone by a limited company, as
in a fatal train accident where the railway
company is held responsible

corporate name / ko:p(o)rot 'nerm/
noun the name of a large corporation

corporate personality / ko:p(a)rot
\p3:sa'naliti/ noun the legal status of a
company, so that it can be treated as a
person

corporate planning /ko:p(o)rot
'pleniy/ noun the activity of planning
the future work of a whole company

corporate  profits /ko:p(o)rot
'profits/ noun the profits of a corpora-
tion

corporation /koipa'rerf(a)n/ noun
1. a legal body such as a limited compa-
ny or town council which has been incor-
porated 2. US a company which is incor-
porated in the United States 3. any large
company

corporeal hereditaments /ko:
porrial herr'ditomonts/ plural noun
rights of property which physically ex-
ists, e.g. houses or furniture

corpse /ko:ps/ noun the body of a dead
person (NOTE: The US term is cadaver.)

corpus /'koipas/ noun a body of laws.
v habeas corpus (NOTE: The plural is
corpora.)

corpus delicti /ko:pos di'liktar/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘the body
of the crime’: the real proof that a crime
has been committed

corpus legis / ko:pas 'led3is/ phrase
a Latin phrase meaning ‘body of laws’:
books containing Roman civil law

correctional institution  /ko
rek n(o)l mstr'tjuif(a)n/ noun US a
prison

corrective /ko'rektiv/ adjective treat-
ing someone in such a way that he or she
improves their behaviour or attitude o He
was sent to the detention centre for cor-
rective training.

correspondent  / kori'spondont/
noun 1. somebody who writes letters 2.
a journalist who writes articles for a
newspaper on specialist subjects o The
Times’ legal correspondent o a court
correspondent journalist who reports on
the activities of a king or queen and the
royal family o a lobby correspondent
journalist from a newspaper who is part
of the lobby which gets private briefings
from government ministers

corrigendum /kori'gendom/ noun
an item which has been corrected (NOTE:
The plural is corrigenda.)

corroborate /ko'rpborert/ verb to
prove evidence which has already been
given o The witness corroborated the ac-
cused’s alibi, saying that at the time of
the murder she had seen him in Brighton.

corroboration  /ko,roba'rerf(o)n/
noun evidence which confirms and sup-
ports other evidence o The witness was
unable to provide corroboration of what
he had told the police.

corroborative /ka'roborotiv/ adjec-
tive adding support to something such as
a statement or evidence o The letter pro-
vides corroborative evidence, showing
that the accused did know that the victim
lived alone.

corrupt /ka'rapt/ adjective willing to
take bribes m verb o to corrupt some-
one’s morals to make someone behave
in a way which goes against the normal
standard of behaviour

corruption /ko'rapfon/ noun dishon-
est behaviour such as paying or accept-
ing money or giving a favour to make
sure that something is done o The gov-
ernment is keen to stamp out corruption
in the police force. o Bribery and corrup-
tion are difficult to control.



corruptly

corruptly /ka'raptli/ adverb in a cor-
rupt way o He corruptly offered the offic-
er money to get the charges dropped.

Cosa Nostra / kouzo 'nostra/ noun
same as Mafia

cosponsor /'kou,sponsa/  noun
somebody who sponsors something with
someone else o the three cosponsors of
the bill

cost /kost/ noun 1. the amount of mon-
ey which has to be paid for something o
Computer costs are falling each year. o
We cannot afford the cost of two tele-
phone lines. o to cover costs to produce
enough money in sales to pay for the
costs of production 2. o to pay costs to
pay the costs of a court case m verb 1. to
have a price o How much does the ma-
chine cost? o Rent of the room will cost
£50 a day. 2. o to cost something to cal-
culate how much money will be needed
to make or do something

cost of living / kost ov 'livig/ noun
money which has to be paid for essential
items such as food, accommodation or
heating

cost-of-living allowance / kost ov
'livig 9,Javons/ noun an addition to a
standard salary to cover increases in the
cost of living

cost-of-living increase /kost ov
'ltvig ,inkrits/ noun an increase in sala-
ry to allow it to keep up with the in-
creased cost of living

cost-of-living index / kost ov 'livip
1Indeks/ noun a way of measuring the
cost of living which is shown as a per-
centage increase on the figure for the
previous year

costs /kosts/ plural noun the expenses
involved in a court case, including the
fees, expenses and charges levied by the
court itself, which can be awarded by the
judge to the party which wins, so that the
losing side pays the expenses of both
sides o The judge awarded costs to the
defendant. o Costs of the case will be
borne by the prosecution. o The court
awarded the claimant £2,000 in damag-
es, with costs.

costs draftsman /'kpsts
,dra:ftsman/ noun someone who draws

up a bill of costs for assessment by the
costs judge

costs judge /'kosts dzadz/ noun an
official of the Supreme Court who as-
sesses the costs of a court action (NOTE:
Since the introduction of the new Civil
Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has in some cases replaced Tax-
ing Master.)

costs order /'kosts ,o:ds/ noun a
court order requiring someone to pay
costs

coterminous /kou'ta:minas/ adjec-
tive referring to two things which end at
the same time o The leases are cotermin-
ous.

council /'kaunsal/ noun 1. an official
group chosen to run something or to ad-
vise on a problem 2. same as Privy
Council

Council of Ministers / kauns(a)l ov
'ministoz/ noun » Council of the Eu-
ropean Union

Council of the European Union
/ kavns(o)l av 89 ,juarapiion 'juinjon/
noun one of the four bodies which form
the basis of the European Community
(NOTE: not to be confused with the Eu-
ropean Council. Formerly the Council
of the European Union was called the
Council of Ministers and it is still
sometimes called this.)
COMMENT: The Council does not have
fixed members, but the Member
States are each represented by the
relevant government minister. The
Council is headed by a President, and
the Presidency rotates among the
Member States in alphabetical order,
each serving for a six-month period. In
practice this means that each Member
State can control the agenda of the
Council, and therefore that of the Eu-
ropean Union, for a period of six
months, and can try to get as many of
its proposals put into legislation as it
can during that period. When meeting
to discuss general matters the Council
is formed of the foreign ministers of the
Member States, but when it discusses
specialised problems it is formed of
the relevant government ministers: so
when discussing agriculture, for exam-
ple, it is formed of the Agriculture Min-
isters of the Member States.

counsel /'kavnsal/ noun a barrister or
barristers acting for one of the parties in
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a legal action o defence counsel o prose-
cution counsel o The claimant appeared
in court with his solicitor and two coun-
sel.

counsellor /'kavnsole/ noun 1. a
trained person who gives advice or help
o They went to see a marriage guidance
counsellor. 2. US a legal practitioner
who advises a person in a case

counsel’s advice /kaunsolz od
'vais/ noun a barrister’s written advice
about a case o We sent the documents to
the police on the advice of the solicitor or
we took the solicitor’s advice and sent
the documents to the police.

counsel’s opinion /kaunsalz o
'pinjon/ noun same as counsel’s ad-
vice

count /kaunt/ noun a separate charge
against an accused person read out in
court in the indictment o He was found
guilty on all four counts.

counter /'’kaunta/ noun a long flat sur-
face in a shop for displaying and selling
goods o over the counter legally o
goods sold over the counter retail sales
of goods in shops o under the counter
illegally o under-the-counter sales
black market sales m adjective, adverb
opposite, or with an opposite effect

counter- /kaunta/ prefix opposing

counterclaim /'kauntoklarm/ noun
1. in a court, a claim by a defendant
against whom a claimant is bringing a
claim. The counterclaim is included in
the same proceedings and statement of
case as the original claim. Also called
Part 20 claim 2. a claim for damages
made in reply to a previous claim o Jones
claimed £25,000 in damages against
Smith, and Smith entered a counterclaim
of £50,000 for loss of office. m verb to put
in a counterclaim o Jones claimed
£25,000 in damages and Smith counter-
claimed £50,000 for loss of office.

counterfeit /'kauntofit/ adjective
(especially of money or objects of val-
ue) false or imitation o He was charged
with passing counterfeit notes in shops. o
She was selling counterfeit Rolex watch-
es. m verb to make imitation money or
other objects of value

counterfeiting /'kaunto fitig/ noun
the crime of making imitation money or
other objects of value

counter-intelligence /kaunts m
'telidzons/ noun an organisation of se-
cret agents whose job is to work against
the secret agents of another country o
The offices were bugged by counter-in-
telligence agents.

countermand / kaunts'ma:nd/ verb
o to countermand an order to say that
an order must not be carried out

counteroffer /'’kauntor,nfo/ noun an
offer made in reply to another offer

counterpart /'kavntopa:t/ noun 1. a
copy of a lease 2. somebody who has a
similar job in another company o John is
my counterpart in Smith’s he has a
similar post at Smith’s as I have here

counter-promise / kaunta 'promis/
noun a promise made in reply to a prom-
ise

countersign /'kavntosam/ verb to
sign a document which has already been
signed by someone else o The payment
has to be countersigned by the mortga-
gor.

counter to /'kaunts ta/ noun against,

opposite o The decision of the court runs
counter to the advice of the clerk to the

Jjustices.

country of origin /kantri ov
'prid3In/ noun a country where some-
one was born or from where someone
has come, or where goods were produced
o There is a space on the form for ’coun-
try of origin’.
County Court / kaovnti 'ko:t/ noun
one of the types of court in England and
Wales which hears local civil cases
COMMENT: There are about 270 Coun-
ty Courts in England and Wales.
County Courts are presided over by ei-
ther district judges or circuit judges.
They deal mainly with claims regard-
ing money, but also deal with family
matters, bankruptcies and claims con-
cerning land. A district judge will hear
most civil cases up to a value of
£50,000, and circuit judge will deal
with more serious cases.
County Court Rules /kaunti ko:t
'ruzlz/ noun a book of procedural rules
for County Courts. Abbreviation CCR
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coup /ku/, coup d’état /'ku: der'tae/
noun a rapid change of government
which removes one government by force
and replaces it by another o After the
coup, groups of students attacked the po-
lice stations.
COMMENT: A coup is usually carried
out by a small number of people, who
already have some power (such as
army officers), while a revolution is a
general uprising of a large number of
ordinary people. A coup changes the
members of a government, but a revo-
lution changes the whole social sys-
tem.
court /ko:t/ noun 1. a place where a tri-
al is held o to take someone to court to
start legal proceedings against someone
oin court present during a trial o The de-
fendant was in court for three hours. o in
open court in a courtroom with mem-
bers of the public present o a settlement
was reached out of court, the two par-
ties reached an out-of-court settlement
the dispute was settled between the two
parties privately without continuing the
court case 2. o Criminal Court, Civil
Court a court where criminal or civil
cases are heard 3. the judges or magis-
trates in a court o The court will retire for
thirty minutes.
COMMENT: In England and Wales the
main courts are: the Magistrates’
Court: trying minor criminal offences
such as petty crime; adoption; affilia-
tion; maintenance and domestic vio-
lence; licensing; the County Court:
most civil actions up to a value of
£50,000; the High Court: most civil
claims where the value exceeds
£50,000; the Crown Court: major
crime; the Court of Appeal: appeals
from lower courts, such as the High
Court; the House of Lords: the high-
est court of appeal in the country; the
Privy Council: appeals on certain
matters from England and Wales, and
appeals from certain Commonwealth
countries; the European Court of
Justice: appeals where EU legislation
is involved. Other courts include em-
ployment tribunals: employment dis-
putes; courts-martial: military mat-
ters.
court action /'ko:t ,&kfon/ noun a
civil case in a law court where a person
files a claim against another person
(NOTE: In general, action has now been
replaced by claim.)

court case /'ko:t kers/ noun same as
court action

courthouse /'ko:thaus/ noun espe-
cially US a building in which trials take
place o There was police cordon round
the courthouse.

court-martial / ko:t 'ma:f(a)l/ noun
1. a court which tries someone serving in
the armed forces for offences against
military discipline o He was found guilty
by the court-martial and sentenced to
imprisonment. 2. the trial of someone
serving in the armed forces by the armed
forces authorities o The court-martial
was held in the army headquarters.
(NOTE: The plural is courts-martial.) =
verb to try someone who is serving in the
armed forces (NOTE: court-martialled)

Court of Appeal /koit ov o'pi:l/,
Court of Appeals /ko:t av/ nouna civil
or criminal court to which a person may
go to ask for an award or a sentence to be
changed. Also called Appeal Court

COMMENT: In the majority of cases in
English law, decisions of lower courts
and of the High Court can be appealed
to the Court of Appeal. The Court of
Appeal is divided into the Civil Division
and the Criminal Division. The Civil Di-
vision hears appeals from the County
Court and the High Court; the Criminal
Division hears appeals from the Crown
Court. From the Court of Appeal, ap-
peal lies to the House of Lords. When
the remedies available under English
law are exhausted, it is in some cases
possible to appeal to the European
Court of Justice. For many countries,
especially Commonwealth countries,
appeals from the highest court of
these countries may be heard by the
Privy Council.

court officer /ko:t 'nfiso/ noun a
member of the staff of a court, especially
a County Court

court of first instance /ko:t ov

fa:st 'mstons/ noun a court where a

case is heard first
COMMENT: The CFI hears cases con-
cerning the staff of the EU, cases con-
cerning the coal and steel industries
and cases regarding competition. The
court is formed of 15 judges, and its
juggements can be appealed to the
ECJ.

Court of First Instance /ko:t ov
f31st 'instons/ noun a court set up under
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the Single European Act, formed of 15
judges, whose judgments can be ap-
pealed to the European Court of Justice.
Abbreviation CFI
COMMENT: The Court of First Instance
initially heard only cases concerning
the staff of the EU, cases concerning
the coal and steel industries and cases
regarding competition. As a result of
provisions of the Treaty of European
Union, the CFI now has all of the Euro-
pean Court’s jurisdiction except for Ar-
ticle 234 references and cases involv-
ing infringement proceedings against
Member States.
Court of Justice of the European
Communities noun » European
Court of Justice
court of last resort/ ko:t ov la:st rr
'zoit/ noun US the highest court from
which no appeals can be made

court of law / ko:t ov 'lo:/ noun same
as court o The law courts are in the cen-
tre of the town. o She works in the law
courts as an usher.

Court of Protection /ko:t ov pro
'tekf(e)n/ noun a court appointed to
protect the interests of people who are in-
capable of dealing with their own affairs,
such as patients who are mentally ill
Court of Session / ko:t ov 'sef(o)n/
noun the highest civil court in Scotland
court order / ko:t 'o:do/ noun a legal
order made by a court, telling someone
to do or not to do something o The court
made an order for maintenance or made
a maintenance order. o He refused to
obey the court order and was sent to pris-
on for contempt.

court or tribunal /ko:it or trar
'bjuin(9)l/ noun any body which has of-
ficial status and which has the power to
give binding rulings on legal rights and
obligation, although it may not have the
actual title of ‘court’ (NOTE: The Deputy
High Bailiff’s Court in the Isle of Man
and the Dutch Appeals Committee for
General Medicine have each been held
to be a ‘court or tribunal’ according to
European Union law.)

courtroom /'ko:truim/ noun a room
where a judge presides over a trial
covenant /'kavonant/ noun an agree-
ment or undertaking to do something or
not to do something, contained in a deed

or contract o He signed a covenant
against underletting the premises. m verb
to agree to pay a sum of money each year
by contract o to covenant to pay £10 per
annum to a charity
COMMENT: Examples of restrictive
covenants could be a clause in a con-
tract of employment which prevents
the employee from going to work for a
competitor, or a clause in a contract for
the sale of a property which prevents
the purchaser from altering the build-
ing. There is a tax advantage to the re-
cipient of covenanted money; a charity
pays no tax, so it can reclaim tax at the
standard rate on the money covenant-
ed to it.
covenant marriage /'kavonont
.marid3/ noun in the USA, a form of
marriage contract with stricter than usual
conditions for couples wishing to marry
or get divorced, including counselling
before marriage and a two-year separa-
tion before a divorce

covenant to repair / kavonont ta rr
'ped/ noun an agreement by a landlord
or tenant to keep a rented property in
good repair

cover /'kava/ noun 1. o to operate
without adequate cover without being
protected by insurance o to ask for addi-
tional cover to ask the insurance compa-
ny to increase the amount for which you
are insured 2. o to send something un-
der separate cover in a separate enve-
lope o to send a document under plain
cover in an ordinary envelope with no
company name printed on it m verb 1. to
include and deal with something o The
agreement covers all agencies. o The
newspapers have covered the murder tri-
al. o The fraud case has been covered by
the consumer protection legislation. 2. o
to cover a risk to be protected by insur-
ance against a risk o to be fully covered
to have insurance against all risks 3. US
to purchase goods from another supplier
to replace those which have not been de-
livered according to contract 4. to have
enough money to pay o the damage was
covered by the insurance the insurance
company paid for the damage o to cover
a position to have enough money to pay
for a forward purchase 5. to ask for secu-
rity against a loan which you are making
6. to earn enough money to pay for costs,
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expenses, etc. o We do not make enough
sales to cover the expense of running the
shop. o We hope to reach the point soon
when sales will cover all costs.
coverage /'kav(e)ridz/ noun 1. »
press coverage 2. US protection guar-
anteed by insurance o Do you have cov-
erage against fire damage?

covering letter / kavoriy 'leta/, cov-
ering note noun a letter or note sent
with documents to say why you are send-
ing them

cover note /'kava nout/ noun a letter
from an insurance company giving basic
details of an insurance policy and con-
firming that the policy exists

covert /'kouvat, 'kavat/ adjective se-
cret

covert action / kouvot 'k [on/ noun
an action which is carried out secretly
coverture /'kavatfua/ noun (of a
woman) a state of being married

CPR abbreviation Civil
Rules

CPS abbreviation Crown Prosecution
Service

cracksman /'krazksmon/ noun a
criminal who specialises in breaking
safes (slang)

credere /'kreidori/ » del credere
agent

credit /'kredit/ verb to note money re-
ceived in an account

credit account /'kredit o kaunt/
noun an account which a customer has
with a shop which allows them to buy
goods and pay for them later

credit agency /'kredit erdzonsi/
noun a company which reports on the
ability of customers to pay their debts
and shows whether they should be al-
lowed credit

credit balance /'kredit balons/
noun the balance on an account showing
that more money is owed or has been
paid by someone than is due or has been
received by them

credit bank /'kredit bank/ noun a
bank which lends money

credit card /'kredit ka:d/ noun a
plastic card which allows the owner to

Procedure

buy goods without paying for them im-
mediately

credit card holder /'kredit ka:d
Jhoulda/ noun somebody who has a
credit card

credit facilities /'kredit fo,silitiz/
plural noun arrangement with a bank or
supplier to have credit so as to buy goods
credit limit /'kredit ,limit/ noun a
fixed amount of money which is the most
a client can owe

credit note /'kredit nout/ nounanote
showing that money is owed to a custom-
er

creditor /'kredita/ noun somebody
who is owed money.  secured credi-
tor, unsecured creditor

creditors’ meeting /'kreditoz
,mi:tig/ noun a meeting of all persons to
whom a company in receivership owes
money

credit rating /'kredit rertiy/ noun
the amount which a credit agency feels a
customer should be allowed to borrow

credit transfer /'kredit  trensfs:/
noun the movement of money from one
account to another

crime /krarm/ noun 1. an act which is
against the law and which is punishable
by law o There has been a 50% increase
in crimes of violence. 2. illegal acts in
general o crime is on the increase o
There has been an increase in violent
crime.

COMMENT: A crime is an illegal act
which may result in prosecution and
punishment by the state if the accused
is convicted. Generally, in order to be
convicted of a crime, the accused
must be shown to have committed an
unlawful act (actus reus) with a crimi-
nal state of mind (mens rea). The
main types of crime are: 1. crimes
against the person: murder; man-
slaughter; assault, battery, wounding;
grievous bodily harm; abduction; 2.
crimes against property: theft; rob-
bery; burglary; obtaining property or
services or pecuniary advantage by
deception; blackmail; handling stolen
goods; going equipped to steal; crimi-
nal damage; possessing something
with intent to damage or destroy prop-
erty; forgery; 3. sexual offences:
rape; buggery; bigamy; indecency; 4.
political offences: treason; terrorism;
sedition; breach of the Official Secrets
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Act; 5. offences against justice: as-
sisting an offender; conspiracy; perju-
ry; contempt of court; perverting the
course of justice; 6. public order of-
fences: obstruction of the police; un-
lawful assembly; obscenity; possess-
ing weapons; misuse of drugs; breach
of the peace; 7. road traffic offences:
careless or reckless driving; drunken
driving; driving without a licence or in-
surance. Most minor crime is tried be-
fore the Magistrates’ Courts; more se-
rious crime is tried at the Crown Court
which has greater powers to sentence
offenders. Most crimes are prosecuted
by the police or the Crown Prosecu-
tors, though private prosecutions
brought by individuals are possible.
crime rate /'kraim reit/ noun the
number of crimes committed in a specif-
ic period, shown as a percentage of the
total population

crime scene /'kraim siin/ noun the
place where a crime has been committed

crime scene tape /'kraim si:n teip/
noun tape that is used to cordon oft an
area and warn people of a crime scene
(NOTE: The British term is incident
tape.)

crime wave /'kraim weiv/ noun a
sudden increase in crime

criminal /'’krimin(o)l/ adjective 1. ille-
gal o Misappropriation of funds is a
criminal act. 2. referring to crime o the
criminal population all people who
have committed crimes m noun a person
who has committed a crime or who often
commits crimes o The police have con-
tacted known criminals to get leads on
the gangland murder. o a hardened
criminal a person who has committed
many crimes

criminal action / krimin(a)l '&ek [on/
noun a case brought usually by the state
against someone who is charged with a
crime

criminal bankruptcy /krimin(o)l
'bepkraptsi/ noun bankruptcy of a
criminal in the Crown Court as a result of
crimes of which he or she has been con-
victed

criminal bankruptcy order
/ krimin(a)l 'baepkraptsi ,o:ds/ noun
an order made against someone who has
been convicted in the Crown Court of an
offence which has resulted in damage

above a specific sum to other identified
parties
criminal court /'krimin(s)l ko:t/
noun a court such as a Crown Court
which deals with criminal cases
criminal damage /krimin(o)l
'‘deemid3/ noun the notifiable offence of
causing serious damage
Criminal Defence  Service
/ krimin(ao)l di'fens ,s3:vis/ noun the
British government service which pro-
vides legal advice and assistance in each
community to people with very little
money who are suspected of criminal of-
fences or are facing criminal proceed-
ings. Abbreviation CDS
COMMENT: The service replaces part
of the Legal Aid scheme (the Commu-
nity Legal Service deals with civil and
family cases).
Criminal Injuries Compensation
Board / krimin(a)l ,indzoriz
Jkompan'seif(a)n ,boid/ noun a com-
mittee which administers the awarding
of compensation to victims of crime
Criminal Investigation depart-
ment/ krimin(a)l in,vesti'gerf(o)n di
,paitmont/ noun a section of the British
police which investigates serious crimes.
Abbreviation CID
criminal law / krimin(o)l 'lIo:/ noun
law relating to acts committed against
the laws of the land and which are pun-
ishable by the state
criminal libel / krimin(a)l 'latb(a)l/
noun a serious libel which might cause a
breach of the peace
criminal negligence /krimin(s)l
'neglidzans/ noun the offence of acting
recklessly with the result that harm is
done to other people
criminal offence /krimin(s)l »
'fens/ noun an action which is against
the law
criminal record / krimin(a)l
'rekord/ noun a note of previous crimes
for which someone has been convicted o
The accused had no criminal record. o
He has a criminal record going back to
the time when he was still at school.
criminal responsibility
/. krimmn(a)l r1,sponst'biliti/ noun the
fact of being responsible for a crime that
has been committed (NOTE: The age of
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criminal responsibility is ten years. Chil-
dren under ten years old cannot be
charged with a crime.)

criminology /krimi'nolad3i/ noun
the academic study of crime

criterion /krar'tiorion/ noun the
standard by which something can be
judged o Using the criterion of the ratio
of cases solved to cases reported, the po-
lice force is becoming more efficient.
(NOTE: The plural is criteria.)
criticise /'kritisaiz/, criticize verb to
say that someone or something is bad or
wrong o The procedures were severely
criticised as being discriminatory.
(NOTE: criticised - criticising)
criticism /'kritisiz(o)m/ noun 1. a
comment o If you have any constructive
criticisms to make, I shall be glad to hear
them. 2. an unfavourable comment or se-
ries of comments o There was a lot of
criticism of the proposed changes. o My
detailed criticisms relate to section 3 of
the report.

crook /kruk/ noun a person who has
committed a crime, especially a crime in-
volving deceit (slang)

cross /krps/ verb o to cross a cheque
to write two lines across a cheque to
show that it has to be paid into a bank
crossed cheque / krost 'tfek/ noun
acheque with two lines across it showing
that it can only be deposited at a bank
and not exchanged for cash
cross-examination /kros 1gzemi
'nerf(a)n/ noun the questioning of a wit-
ness called by the opposing side in a
case. Opposite evidence in chief
(NOTE: The opposite is evidence in
chief.)

cross-examine /kros 1g'zemin/
verb to question witnesses called by the
other side in a case, in the hope that you
can discredit or weaken their evidence
cross holdings /'kros  houldigz/
plural noun situation where two compa-
nies own shares in each other in order to
stop each from being taken over o The
two companies have protected them-
selves from takeover by a system of cross
holdings.

cross off /kros 'nf/ verb to remove
something from a list o He crossed my

name off his list. o You can cross him off
our mailing list.

cross out / kros 'aut/ verb to put a
line through something which has been
written o She crossed out £250 and put in
£500.

Crown /kraun/ noun o the Crown the
King or Queen as representing the State
o Mr Smith is appearing for the Crown.
o The Crown submitted that the maxi-
mum sentence should be applied in this
case. o The Crown case or the case for
the Crown was that the defendants were
guilty of espionage.

Crown copyright / krauvn 'kopirart/
noun copyright in government publica-
tions

Crown Court / kravn 'ko:t/ noun a
court, above the level of the magistrates’
courts, which is based on the six circuits
in England and Wales and which hears
criminal cases
COMMENT: A Crown Court is formed of
a circuit judge and jury, and hears ma-
jor criminal cases.
Crown Lands /kraun 'la:ndz/ plural
noun land or property belonging to the
King or Queen
Crown privilege /kraun 'privilids/
noun the right of the Crown or the gov-
ernment not to have to produce docu-
ments to a court by reason of the interest
of the state

Crown Prosecution Service
/ kravn prosr'kjuif(o)n s3:vis/ noun
a government department, headed by the
Director of Public Prosecutions, which is
responsible for the conduct of all crimi-
nal cases instituted by the police in Eng-
land and Wales, except for those prose-
cuted by the Serious Fraud Office. Ab-
breviation CPS

Crown prosecutor /,kravn
'‘prosikjuits/ noun an official of the
Crown Prosecution Service who is re-
sponsible for prosecuting criminals in
one of 13 areas in England Wales
cruelty /'kru:alti/ noun 1. behaviour
which causes pain or injury to a person
or animal 2. cruel behaviour towards a
spouse

cryptographic / kripto'graefik/ ad-
jective referring to cryptography
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cryptography /krip'tografi/ noun
the science of codes which allow ordi-
nary text to be encrypted so that it cannot
be read without a key

cryptography support service
/ kriptografi sa'poit s3ivis/ noun a
service which helps senders or receivers
of encrypted electronic messages to read
those messages

CS gas /si: es 'gas/ noun gas given
off by solid crystals of C¢H,(CI)CH,
used by police as a method of crowd con-
trol

CSO abbreviation community service
order

CTT abbreviation capital transfer tax
culpability /kalpa'biliti/ noun the
fact of being culpable

culpable /'kalpab(o)l/ adjective being
likely to attract blame

culpable homicide /kalpab(o)l
'homisaid/ noun US murder or man-
slaughter

culpable negligence /kalpab(o)l
'neglidzens/ noun US negligence
which is so bad that it amounts to an of-
fence

culprit /'kalprit/ noun somebody who
is responsible for a crime or for some-
thing which has gone wrong

curiam » per curiam

currency /'karensi/ noun money in
coins and notes which is used in a partic-
ular country

current account /'karont 9 kaunt/
noun an ordinary account in a bank into
which money can be deposited and on
which cheques can be drawn

current assets / karont '®sets/ plu-
ral noun assets used by a company in its
ordinary work, e.g. materials, finished
goods, cash

current liabilities /karont laro
'bilitiz/ plural noun debts which a com-
pany has to pay within the next account-
ing period

curriculum vitae /korikjulom
'virtar/ noun a summary of a person’s
life story showing details of education
and work experience o Candidates
should send a letter of application with a
curriculum vitae to the administrative of-

fice. Abbreviation CV (NOTE: The US
term is résumé.)

curtilage /'ka:tilid3/ noun land round
a house

custodial establishment /ka
,stoudial 1'steblifmont/ noun a prison
or other institution where criminals are
kept

custodial sentence /ka,stoudiol
'sentons/ noun a sentence which in-
volves sending someone to prison

custodian /ka'stoudion/ noun some-
body who protects, guards or looks after
something or someone

custody /'kastadi/ noun 1. the condi-
tion of being kept in prison or in a cell o
in police custody held by the police, but
not actually arrested, while helping the
police with their inquiries o The young
men were kept in police custody over-
night. 2. the legal right of a parent to
keep and bring up a child after a divorce
o Custody of the children was awarded to
the mother. o The court granted the
mother custody of both children. 3. the
control and care of something by some-
one o The files are in the custody of my
lawyer or in my lawyer’s custody.

custom /'kastom/ noun 1. unwritten
rules which lay down how things are usu-
ally done and have been done for a long
time o It is the custom that everyone
stands up when the magistrates enter the
courtroom. Also called customary law
o the customs of the trade general way
of working in a trade 2. the use of a shop
by regular shoppers o to lose someone’s
custom to do something which makes a
regular customer go to another shop

customs /'kastomz/ plural noun 1.
same as Customs and Excise o to go
through customs to pass through the
area of a port or airport where customs
officials examine goods 2. office of this
department at a port or airport

Customs and Excise / kastomz on
‘eksaiz/ noun a government department
which deals with VAT and with taxes on
imports and on taxable products such as
alcohol produced in the country
customs barrier /'’kastomz ,bario/
noun the existence of customs duty in-
tended to prevent imports
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customs clearance /'kastomz
[klrarans/ nounthe act of clearing goods
through customs

customs declaration /kastomz
deklo,rerf(o)n/ noun a statement de-
claring goods brought into a country on
which customs duty may be paid
customs duty /'kastomz ,dju:ti/
noun a tax on goods imported into a
country

customs examination /'kastomz
1g,zeminel(3)n/ noun the examination
of goods or baggage by customs officials
customs formalities /'kastomz fo:
.melitiz/ plural noun declaration of
goods by the shipper and examination of
them by the customs

customs officer /'kastomz ,ofisa/,
customs official noun somebody
working for the customs

customs seal /'kastomz si:l/ noun a
seal attached by customs officers to a box
to show that the contents have passed
through the customs

customs tariffs / kastomz 'teerifs/
plural noun tax to be paid for importing
or exporting goods

customs union /'’kastomz ,juinjon/
noun an agreement between several
countries that goods can travel between
them without paying duty, while goods
from other countries have to pay special
duties

cut in on /kat ' ,on/ verb o to cut
someone in on to offer someone part of
the profits of a deal

CV /;sit 'viy/ abbreviation curriculum
vitae o Please apply in writing, enclos-
ing a current CV.

cyberlaw /'saibalo:/ noun law dealing
with use of the Internet, especially com-
mercial law relating to commercial trans-
actions, copyright law on information, or
defamation law regarding statements
made public

cy-prés /si: 'prei/ adjective, adverb
as near as possible

cy-prés doctrine /si: 'prer
.doktrin/ noun a rule that if a charity
cannot apply its funds to the purposes for
which they were intended, a court can
apply the funds to a purpose which is as
close as possible to the original intention
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DA abbreviation US district attorney

dabs /dabz/ plural noun fingerprints
(slang)

Dail /doil/, Dail Eireann /doil
'ear(9)n/ noun the lower house of the
parliament in the Republic of Ireland o
The Foreign Minister reported on the
meeting to the Ddil. (NOTE: The mem-
bers of the Dail are called Teachta
Dala (TD).)

damage /'demid3/ nounharm done to
things o to suffer damage to be harmed
o to cause damage to harm something o
causing criminal damage notifiable of-
fence where serious damage is caused m
verb to harm o The storm damaged the
cargo. o Stock which has been damaged
by water. o He alleged that the newspa-
per article was damaging to the compa-
ny’s reputation.

damaged /'demidzd/ adjective hav-
ing suffered damage or which has been
harmed

damage feasant / demid3 'fizzont/
noun a situation where the animals of
one person damage the property of an-
other person

damages /'demid3iz/ plural noun 1.
money claimed by a claimant from a de-
fendant as compensation for harm done o
to claim £1,000 in damages 2. money
awarded by a court as compensation to a
claimant o to be liable for or in damages
o to pay £25,000 in damages o to bring
an action for damages against some-
one to take someone to court and claim
damages

danger /'deind3o/ noun 1. the possi-
bility of being harmed or killed o There
is danger to the employees in using old
machinery. 2. likelihood or possibility o
there is no danger of the case being

heard early it is not likely that the case
will be heard early o in danger of being
easily able to happen o He is in danger to
being in contempt of court.

dangerous /'deindzoras/ adjective
being possibly harmful o dangerous an-
imals animals, such as some breeds of
dog and some wild animals, which may
attack people and have to be kept under
strict conditions, or for which a licence
has to be held o dangerous job a job
where employees may be killed or hurt o
dangerous weapon a device or weapon
which can hurt someone

dangerous driving /deind3oras
‘drarvig/ noun formerly, an offence of
driving dangerously (NOTE: Now called
‘reckless driving’.) o causing death by
dangerous driving the offence commit-
ted by a driver causing the death of an-
other person

dark /da:k/ adjective not being used for
hearings, trials, or other proceedings

data protection /'deito pro,tekfon/
noun protecting information such as
records of individuals stored in a compu-
ter from being copied or used wrongly
(NOTE: data is usually singular: the data
is easily available)

date of commencement / deit ov
ko'mensmont/ noun the date when an
Act of Parliament takes effect

date stamp /'dert stzmp/ noun a
stamp with rubber figures which can be
changed, used for marking the date on
documents

day training centre /der  tremip
'sentd/ noun a centre where young of-
fenders attend courses as a condition of
being on probation

DC abbreviation detective constable
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DCC abbreviation Deputy Chief Con-
stable

dead /ded/ adjective 1. not alive o Six
people were dead as a result of the acci-
dent. o We inherited the house from my
dead grandfather. 2. not working

dead account /,ded o'kaunt/ noun
an account which is no longer used

dead letter /ded 'leto/ noun US a
regulation which is no longer valid o
This law has become a dead letter.

dead loss /,ded 'los/ noun US a com-
plete loss o The car was written off as a
dead loss.

dealings /'di:ligz/ plural noun o to
have dealings with someone to do busi-
ness with someone

death /de6/ noun the act of dying or the
state of being dead o to put someone to
death to execute someone

death benefit /'de6 benifit/ noun
money paid to the family of someone
who dies in an accident at work

death certificate /'ded so,tifikot/
noun an official certificate signed by a
doctor, stating that a person has died and
giving details of the person

death grant /'de6 gra:nt/ noun US a
government grant to the family of a per-
son who has died, which is supposed to
contribute to the funeral expenses

death in service /,de6 in 's3:vis/
noun insurance benefit or pension paid
when someone dies while employed by a
company

death penalty /'de6 ,pen(a)lti/ noun
a sentence ordering a criminal to be exe-
cuted

debate /di'beit/ noun a discussion
about a subject, especially a formal dis-
cussion leading to a vote o The Bill
passed its Second Reading after a short
debate. o The debate continued until 3
a.m. m verbto discuss a subject, especial-
ly in a formal way that leads to a vote

debenture /di'bent s/ noun a docu-
ment whereby a company acknowledges
it owes a debt and gives the company’s
assets as security o debenture register,
register of debentures list of debenture
holders of a company

debenture bond /di'bentfs bond/
noun a certificate showing that a deben-
ture has been issued

debenture  capital /di'bentfs
kaep1t(e)l/ noun capital borrowed by a
company using its fixed assets as securi-
ty

debenture holder /di'bentfs
haulda/ noun somebody who holds a
debenture for money lent

debenture issue /di'bentfo 1fu:/
noun borrowing money against the secu-
rity of the company’s assets

debit /'debit/ verb o to debit an ac-
count to charge an account with a cost o
His account was debited with the sum of
£25.

debit and credit /,debit on 'kredit/
noun the money that a company owes
and which it is entitled to receive

debit balance /'debit ,balons/ noun
the balance in an account showing that
more money is owed to or has been re-
ceived by someone than is owed or has
been paid by them

debit note /'debit nout/ noun a note
showing that a customer owes money
debt /det/ noun money owed for goods
or services o The company stopped trad-
ing with debts of over £1 million. o to be
in debt to owe money o to get into debt
to start to borrow more money than you
can pay back o to be out of debt not to
owe money any more o to pay back a
debt to pay all the money owed o to pay
off a debt to finish paying money owed
o to service a debt to pay interest on a
debt

debt collection /'det ko lekfon/
noun the act of collecting money which
is owed

debt collection agency /'det ko
Jlekfon ,erdzonsi/ noun a company
which collects debts for other companies
for a commission

debt collector /'det ko lekta/ noun
somebody who collects debts

debt factor /'det ,feekto/ noun a per-
son who buys debts at a discount and en-
forces them for himself, or a person who
enforces debts for a commission
debtor /'deto/ noun somebody who
owes money
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decease /di'sits/ noun death (formal)
o On his decease all his property will go
to his widow.

deceased /di'si:st/ adjective (of peo-
ple) recently dead o The deceased left all
his property to his widow. o She inherited
the estate of a deceased aunt. m noun a
person who has died recently, or people
who have died recently

deceit /di'si:t/ noun dishonest behav-
iour intended to trick someone into pay-
ing money or doing something o He built
up a career based on lies and deceit over
several years.

deception /di'sepfon/ noun an act of
tricking someone into believing or doing
something o He obtained her key by de-
ception. o obtaining a pecuniary ad-
vantage by deception the offence of de-
ceiving someone so as to derive a finan-
cial benefit o obtaining property by
deception the offence of tricking some-
one into handing over possession of
property

decide /dr'sard/ verb 1. to give a judg-
ment in a civil case o The judge decided
in favour of the claimant. 2. to make up
your mind to do something o We have de-
cided to take our neighbours to court. o
The tribunal decided against awarding
any damages.

decided case /di'saidid \kers/ noun
a case where a court has made a decision
and that decision then becomes a prece-
dent

decidendi » ratio decidendi
deciding factor /disaidip 'feekto/

noun the most important factor which in-
fluences a decision

decision /di'si3(a)n/ noun 1. a judg-
ment in a civil court o the decision of the
House of Lords is final there is no ap-
peal against a decision of the House of
Lords 2. the process of deciding to do
something o to come to a decision or to
reach a decision 3. o decisions (in the
EU) legally binding acts of the European
Community which apply to individual
Member States of the EU or to groups of
people or individual citizens of those
states

decision maker /di'si3(o)n ,meiko/
noun somebody who has to decide

decision making  /di,s13(o)n
‘'me1kin/ noun the act of coming to a de-
cision o the decision-making processes
the ways in which decisions are reached

decisis » stare decisis

declaration /,dekla'rerf(o)n/ noun an
official statement

declaration of  association
/,deklareif(a)n ov 9,sousi'erf(a)n/
noun a statement in the articles of asso-
ciation of a company, saying that the
members have agreed to form the com-
pany and buy shares in it

declaration of compliance
/,deklareif(a)n av kom'platons/ noun
a declaration made by a person forming
a limited company, that the requirements
of the Companies’ Act have been met

declaration of income
/,deklarerf(a)n ov 'lmkam/ noun a
statement declaring income to the tax of-
fice

declaratory judgment /d1
[klaerat(a)ri 'dzadzmont/ noun a judg-
ment where a court states what the legal
position of the various parties is

declare /di'klea/ verb to make an offi-
cial statement o to declare someone
bankrupt o to declare a dividend of 10%
o to declare goods to customs to state
that you are importing goods which are
liable to duty o to declare an interest to
state in public that you own shares in a
company being investigated, that you are
related to someone who can benefit from
your contacts, etc.

declared /di'klead/ adjective having
been made public or officially stated

declared value /diklead 'velju:/
noun the value of goods entered on a
customs declaration

declassification /diz kleesifr
'ke1f(a)n/ noun the act of making some-
thing no longer secret

declassify /di:'klesifar/ verb to make
a secret document or piece of informa-
tion available to the public o The govern-
ment papers relating to the war have re-
cently been declassified.

decontrol /di:kan'troul/ verb to stop
or remove controls from something o to
decontrol the price of petrol to stop



decree

controlling the price of petrol so that a
free market price can be reached

decree /di'krii/ noun 1. an order made
by a head of state or government which is
not approved by a parliament o to gov-
ern by decree to rule a country by issu-
ing orders without having them debated
and voted in a parliament 2. an order
made by a court m verb to make an order
o The President decreed that June Ist
(his birthday) should be a National Hol-
iday.

decree absolute /di kri: 'ebsalu:t/
noun an order from a court which ends a
marriage finally

decree nisi /dikri: 'narsar/ noun an
order from a court which ends a marriage
subject to a decree absolute at a later
time

decriminalise /di:'kriminoslaiz/, de-
criminalize verb to make the possession
or use of something no longer a crime o
There are plans to decriminalise some
soft drugs.

decrypt /di:'kript/ verb to read an en-
crypted text by using a special key

decryption /di:'krip[(o)n/ noun the
action of reading encrypted text using a
special key

deducing title /di'dju:sig tart(o)l/
noun the act of a vendor proving a valid
right to the property being sold

deduction /di'dakfon/ noun 1. a con-
clusion which is reached by observing
something o By deduction, the detective
came to the conclusion that the dead per-
son had not been murdered. 2. the re-
moval of money from a total, or money
removed from a total o Net salary is sal-
ary after deduction of tax and social se-
curity contributions. o deduction from
salary, salary deduction, deduction at
source money which a company re-
moves from a salary to give to the gov-
ernment as tax, national insurance con-
tributions, fines etc.

deed /ditd/ noun a legal document
which has been signed and delivered by
the person making it in the presence of
two witnesses

deed of arrangement / dixd ov o
‘reindzmant/ noun an agreement made
between a debtor and his or her creditors

whereby the creditors accept an agreed
sum in settlement of their claim rather
than make the debtor bankrupt

deed of assignment /di:d ov o
'sainmont/ noun an agreement which
legally transfers a property from a debtor
to a creditor

deed of covenant /di:d ov
'kavonont/ noun an officially signed
agreement to do something such as to
pay someone a sum of money each year
deed of partnership /di:d ov
'paitnafip/ noun an agreement which
sets up a partnership

deed of transfer /,di:d ov 'trensfs:/
noun an agreement which transfers the
ownership of shares

deed poll /'di:d paul/ noun a written
legal instrument to which there is only
one party, e.g. the validation of a change
of name o to change one’s name by
deed poll to sign a legal document by
which you change your name

deem /di:m/ verb to believe or to con-
sider o The judge deemed it necessary to
order the court to be cleared. o If no pay-
ment is made, the party shall be deemed
to have defaulted.

deeming provision /di:miy pro
'viz(9)n/ noun a service of documents
which is assumed to have taken place,
e.g. if using first-class post, service is
deemed to have taken place on the sec-
ond day after the documents were posted
de facto /,de1 'faektou/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning taken as a matter of fact,
even though the legal status may not be
certain o He is the de facto owner of the
property. o The de facto government has
been recognised.

de facto authority /der faktou o:
'Opriti/ noun the authority or rule of a
country by a group because it is actually
ruling

defalcation /di:fel'kerf(a)n/ noun
the illegal use of money by someone who
is not the owner but who has been trusted
to look after it

defamation of character
/,defomeif(a)n ov 'keerikta/ noun the
act of injuring someone’s reputation by
maliciously saying or writing things
about him or her
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defamatory statement /dr
faemot(a)ri 'sterttmont/ noun an untrue
statement which is capable of lowering
the reputation of the stated individual in
the eyes of right-thinking people in the
community

defame /di'ferm/ verb to say or write
things about the character of someone so
as to damage his or her reputation

default /di'fo:lt/ noun a failure to do
something which is required by law, such
as a failure to carry out the terms of a
contract, especially a failure to pay back
a debt oin default of payment if no pay-
ment is made o to be in default not to do
or not to have done something which is
required by law o the company is in de-
fault the company has failed to carry out
the terms of the contract o by default be-
cause no one else will act o he was elect-
ed by default he was elected because all
the other candidates withdrew, because
there were no other candidates m verb to
fail to carry out the terms of a contract,
especially to fail to pay back a debt o to
default on payments not to make pay-
ments which are due under the terms of a
contract

default action /di,fo:lt 'ek fon/ noun
a County Court action to get back money
owed

defaulter /di'folta/ noun somebody
who defaults

default summons /i, fo:lt
‘samonz/ noun a County Court sum-
mons to someone to pay what is owed

defeasance /di'firz(o)ns/ noun in a
collateral deed, a clause which says that
a contract, bond or recognisance will be
revoked if something happens or if some
act is performed

defeat /dr'fi:t/ verb to revoke or render
invalid an agreement, contract or bond

defect /di'fekt/ noun a fault m verb (of
a spy, agent or government employee)
to leave your country and go to work for
an enemy country

defective /di'fektiv/ adjective 1. not
working properly o The machine broke
down because of a defective cooling sys-
tem. 2. not legally valid o His title to the
property is defective.

defence /di'fens/ noun 1. the party in
a legal case that is being sued by the
claimant 2. the party in a criminal case
that is being prosecuted 3. the legal team
representing a party being sued or prose-
cuted 4. the arguments used when fight-
ing a case o His defence was that he did
not know the property was stolen. 5. a
document or statement setting out a de-
fendant’s case o A defence must say
which parts of a claim are denied or ad-
mitted, and which must be proved by the
claimant. o to file a defence to state that
you wish to defend a case, and outline
the reasons for doing so 6. the protection
of someone or something against attack
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is
defense.)

defence before claim /difens br
'for klerm/ noun a defence that the de-
fendant offered the claimant the amount
of money claimed before the claimant
started proceedings against him or her.
Also called tender before claim

defence counsel /di'fens ,kauvnsal/
noun a solicitor who represents the de-
fendant or the accused

Defence Secretary /sekrotri ov
stert fo di'fens/ noun same as Secre-
tary of State for Defence (NOTE: The
US spelling is Defense Secretary.)

defence  statement /di'fens
,stertmont/ noun a document used in
criminal proceedings that sets out the ac-
cused’s defence before going to trial

defence witness /di,fens 'witnos/
noun somebody who is called to court to
give evidence which helps the case of the
defendant or of the accused

defend /di'fend/ verb 1. to fight to pro-
tect someone or something which is be-
ing attacked o The company is defending
itself against the takeover bid. 2. to
speak on behalf of someone who has
been charged with a crime o He hired the
best lawyers to defend him against the
tax authorities. o to defend an action to
appear in court to state your case when
accused of something

defendant /di'fendont/ noun 1.
somebody who is sued in a civil case.
Compare claimant, plaintiff 2. some-
body who is accused of a crime in a crim-



defer

inal case (NOTE: usually called the ac-
cused)

defer /di'fs:/ verb to arrange a meeting
or activity for a later date than originally
planned o to defer judgment o The deci-
sion has been deferred until the next
meeting. (NOTE: deferring — deferred)
deferment /di'f3:mont/ noun the act
of arranging a meeting or activity for a
later date than originally planned o de-
ferment of payment o deferment of a de-
cision

deferment of sentence /di
[f3mmont ov 'sentons/ noun a decision
to delay sentencing a convicted criminal
for up to six months to assess their be-
haviour in that period

deferred /di'fa:d/ adjective delayed
until a later date

deferred creditor /di,f3:d 'kredito/
noun somebody who is owed money by
a bankrupt but who is paid only after all
other creditors

deferred payment /di,fa:d
'‘permant/ noun payment for goods by
instalments over a long period
deficiency /di'fif(a)nsi/ noun US the
amount of tax owing by a taxpayer after
he or she has submitted a tax return
which is too low

deforce /di:'fors/ verb to take wrong-
fully and hold land which belongs to
someone else

deforcement /di:'fo:smant/ noun the
wrongful taking and holding of another
person’s land

defraud /di'fro:d/ verb to trick some-
one so as to obtain money illegally o He
defrauded the Inland Revenue of thou-
sands of pounds. (NOTE: You defraud
someone of something.)

defray /di'frer/ verb to provide money
to pay the cost of something o The com-
pany agreed to defray the costs of the
prosecution.

degrading treatment or punish-
ment /digreidipy triitmont or
'pAanifmant/ noun an absolute right pro-
hibiting an individual from being sub-
jected to a feeling of fear, anguish and in-
feriority which has the possible effect of
humiliating the victim, as such treatment
can never be justified as being in the pub-

lic interest (NOTE: It is found in Article 3
of the European Convention of Human
Rights and was introduced into UK law
by the Human Rights Act 1998.)
degree /di'gri/ noun 1. a level or
measure of a relationship 2. US a system
for classifying murders
COMMENT: In the US, the penalty for
first degree murder can be death.
de jure /,der 'd3uveri/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘as a matter of law’,
where the legal title is clear o He is the de

Jjure owner of the property. v de facto

del credere agent /del 'kreidor:
.erdzont/ noun an agent who receives a
high commission because he or she guar-
antees payment by customers to his or
her principal

delegate noun /'deligat/ somebody
who is elected by others to put their case
at a meeting o The company sent a dele-
gate to the conference in Hong Kong m
verb /'dela,gert/ to pass authority or re-
sponsibility to someone else
delegated legislation / delogertid
Jledzt'sleif(a)n/ noun 1. (in the UK)
legislation which has the power of an Act
of Parliament but which is passed by a
minister to whom Parliament has dele-
gated its authority 2. (in the EU) legisla-
tion which is proposed by the Commis-
sion and implemented by the Council of
Ministers

delegatus non potest delegare
/. deliga:tes non po,test ,deli'gairer/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘the del-
egate cannot delegate to someone else’
deliberate adjective /di'lib(o)rot/
done on purpose o The police suggest
that the letter was a deliberate attempt to
encourage disorder. m verb /di'libarert/
to consider or to discuss a problem o The
committee deliberated for several hours
before reaching a decision.
deliberations /di,liba'reif(o)nz/ plu-
ral noun discussions o The result of the
committee’s deliberations was passed to
the newspapers.

delicti » corpus delicti
delicto » in flagrante delicto

delinquency /di'ligkwansi/ noun the
act of committing crime, usually minor
crime
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delinquent /di'lipgkwont/ adjective 1.
US (of a debt) overdue 2. (of behaviour)
antisocial or criminal m noun someone,
especially a young person, who has acted
in an antisocial way or broken the law o
a juvenile delinquent, a delinquent US
young criminal who commits minor
crimes, especially crimes against proper-
ty

delivery /di'liv(e)ri/ noun 1. o deliv-
ery of goods transport of goods to a cus-
tomer’s address o to take delivery of
goods to accept goods when they are de-
livered 2. goods being transferred from
the possession of person to another o We
take in three deliveries a day. o There
were four items missing in the last deliv-
ery. 3. the transfer of a bill of exchange
4. a formal act whereby a deed becomes
effective o Deeds take effect only from
the time of delivery.

delivery note /di'liv(e)ri nout/ noun
a list of goods being delivered which is
given to the customer with the goods

delivery order /di'liv(o)ri ,ordo/
noun an instruction for goods to be de-
livered given by the customer to the per-
son holding the goods

delivery up /dr'liv(e)ri Ap/ noun the
action of delivering goods which have
been made in infringement of a copy-
right or patent to the claimant, so that
they can be destroyed (infringement of
copyright)

demagogue /'demoagng/ noun (usu-
ally as criticism) a leader who is able to
get the support of the people by exciting
their lowest feelings and prejudices

demagogy, demagoguery noun the
activity of appealing to feelings such as
fear, greed or hatred of the mass of the
people

demand bill /di'ma:nd bil/ noun a
bill of exchange which must be paid
when payment is asked for

demanding with menaces /di
;ma:ndiy wid 'menass/ noun the of-
fence of attempting to make someone
give you something by threatening them
with violence

de minimis non curat lex /der
,minimis non kjuoret 'leks/ phrase a

Latin phrase meaning ‘the law does not
deal with trivial things’

demise /di'maiz/ noun 1. death o On
his demise the estate passed to his
daughter. 2. the granting of property on a
lease

demise charter /dimaiz 'tfa:to/
noun the charter of a ship without the
crew

demise of the Crown /di,maiz ov
32 'kraun/ noun the death of a king or
queen

democracy /di'mokrasi/ noun 1. a
theory or system of government by freely
elected representatives of the people o
After the coup, democracy was replaced
by a military dictatorship. 2. the right to
fair government, free election of repre-
sentatives and equality in voting 3. a
country ruled in this way o The pact was
welcomed by western democracies.

democratic /,demo'kratik/ adjective
1. referring to a democracy o After the
coup the democratic processes of gov-
ernment were replaced by government by
decree. 2. free and fair, reflecting the
views of the majority o The resolution
was passed by a democratic vote of the
council. o The action of the leader is
against the wishes of the party as ex-
pressed in a democratic vote at the party
conference.

demonstrative legacy /dr
.monstrativ 'legasi/ noun a gift in a
will which is ordered to be paid out of a
special account

demur /di'ms3:/ noun an objection o
Counsel made no demur to the proposal.
m verb 1. not to agree o Counsel stated
that there was no case to answer, but the

Jjudge demurred. 2. to make a formal ob-

jection that the facts as alleged are not
sufficient to warrant the civil action
(NOTE: demurring — demurred)
demurrage /di'marid3/ noun money
paid to the owner of a cargo when a ship
is delayed in a port

demurrer /di'ms:ra/ noun in a civil
action, a plea that although the facts of
the case are correct, they are not suffi-
cient to warrant the action

denial /di'narsl/ noun 1. the act of not
allowing something 2. the act of stating



denial of human rights

that you have not done something o In
spite of his denials he was found guilty.
denial of human rights /di,narsl ov
'hjurmon rarts/ noun the act of refusing
someone a generally accepted right
denial of justice /dinarsl ov
'd3Astis/ noun a situation where justice
appears not to have been done
denial-of-service attack /di,naral
v 's3ivis o,tek/ noun an illegal at-
tempt to cause a computer system to
crash by sending it data from many
sources simultaneously

de novo /,de1 'nauvau/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘starting again’

deny /di'nar/ verb 1. not to allow some-
thing o She was denied the right to see
her lawyer. 2. to say that you have not
done something o He denied being in the
house at the time of the murder. (NOTE:
You deny someone something or deny
doing or having done something.)
depart /di'pa:t/ verb o to depart from
normal practice to act in a different way
from the normal practice

Department of Justice /di
Jpaitmont ov 'dzastis/ noun US the
department of the US government re-
sponsible for federal legal cases, headed
by the Attorney-General

Department of Justice Canada
/di,paitmont ov d3zastis 'kanado/
noun the Canadian government depart-
ment that is responsible for developing
policies affecting the justice system and
providing legal services to the federal
government

Department of State /di,pa:tmont
v ,sauf(9)l 'stert/ noun 1. a major sec-
tion of the British government headed by
a Secretary of State o the Department of
Trade and Industry 2. a major section of
the US government headed by a Secre-
tary o the Lord Chancellor’s Department
departure /di'pa:t o from/ noun o a
departure from the usual practice dif-
ferent from what usually happens o This
forms a departure from established prac-
tice. o Any departure from the terms and
conditions of the contract must be ad-
vised in writing.

dependant /di'pendont/ noun 1.
somebody who is supported financially

by someone else o He has to provide for
his family and dependants out of a very
small salary. 2. a person who is a mem-
ber of the family of someone who works
in the European Union, even if not a EU
citizen
COMMENT: For the purposes of EU
law, dependants are classified as the
spouse of a EU citizen, the children
and parents of a EU citizen, the grand-
children and grandparents of a EU cit-
izen (in the case of children and grand-
children, they count as dependants up
to the age of 21).
dependent /di'pendont/ adjective 1.
being supported financially by someone
else o Tax relief is allowed for dependent
relatives. 2. referring to a dependant

dependent rights /di'pendont
raits/ plural noun the rights of a depend-
ant to enter a EU country along with a
parent or other close relative

deponent /di'paunant/ noun some-
body who makes a statement under oath,
by affirmation or by affidavit

deport /di'po:t/ verb to send someone
away from a country permanently o The
illegal immigrants were deported.

deportation /di:po:'teif(o)n/ noun
the sending of someone away from a
country o The convicts were sentenced to
deportation.

deportation order / di:po:'terf(o)n
,o1da/ noun an official order to send
someone away from a country o The
minister signed the deportation order.

depose /di'pauvz/ verb1. to state under
oath 2. to remove a monarch from the
throne

deposit /di'pozit/ noun 1. money
placed in a bank for safe keeping or to
earn interest 2. money given in advance
so that the thing which you want to buy
will not be sold to someone else o fo
leave £10 as deposit o to forfeit a depos-
it to lose a deposit because you have de-
cided not to buy the item m verb 1. to put
documents somewhere for safe keeping
o We have deposited the deeds of the
house with the bank. o He deposited his
will with his solicitor. 2. to put money
into a bank account o to deposit £100 in
a current account
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despatch

deposit account /di'pozit o kaunt/
noun a bank account which pays interest
but on which notice has to be given to
withdraw money

depositary /di'pozitori/ noun US a
person or corporation that can place
money or documents for safekeeping
with a depository (NOTE: Do not confuse
with depository.)

deposition /depo'zif(ea)n/ noun a
written statement of evidence from a wit-
ness

depositor /di'pozita/ noun somebody
who deposits money in a bank
depository /di'pozit(a)ri/ noun a per-
son or company with whom money or
documents can be deposited (NOTE: Do
not confuse with depositary.)

deprave /di'preiv/ verb to make
someone’s character bad o Such TV pro-
grammes which may deprave the minds
of children who watch them.

deputise /'depjutaiz/, deputize verb
o to deputise for someone to take the
place of someone who is absent o to dep-
utise someone to appoint someone as a
deputy

deputy /'depjuti/ noun 1. somebody
who takes the place of a higher official,
who assists a higher official o He acted
as deputy for the chairman or he acted as
the chairman’s deputy. 2. US somebody
who acts for or assists a sheriff

derelict /'der1likt/ noun an abandoned
floating boat

dereliction of duty /der1,likfon ov
'djuiti/ noun failure to do what you
ought to do o She was found guilty of
gross dereliction of duty.

derivative action  /dirivotiv
‘®k[on/ noun an action started by a
shareholder or a group of shareholders
which is derived from the company’s
rights but which the company itself does
not want to proceed with

derogate /'deragert/ verb o to dero-
gate from something which has been
agreed to act to prevent something
which has been agreed from being fully
implemented

derogation /,dera'gerf(a)n/ noun 1.
the act of avoiding or destroying some-

thing 2. (in the EU) an action by which

an EC directive is not applied
COMMENT: Derogations from the prin-
ciple of equality of access to employ-
ment may be where the job can only
be done by someone of one particular
sex, such as a person modelling men’s
clothes.

derogation of responsibility

/. derageif(o)n  ov  r1,spons1'biliti/

noun the avoidance of doing something

that should be done

descendant /di'sendont/ noun (in
the EU) a child or grandchild of a person
(NOTE: The opposite, the parents or
grandparents of a person, are ascend-
ants.)

descent /di'sent/ noun 1. family ties
of inheritance between parents and chil-
dren o he is British by descent, he is of
British descent one (or both) of his par-
ents is British 2. o by descent way of in-
heriting property by an heir, where there
is no will

desegregate /di:'segrigeit/ verb to
end a policy of segregation
desegregation /di:segri'‘gerf(o)n/
noun the ending of segregation
deselect / di:si'lekt/ verb to decide
that a person who had been selected by a
political party as a candidate for a con-
stituency is no longer the candidate

deselection /di:st'lek[(o)n/ noun
the act of deselecting o Some factions in
the local party have proposed the dese-
lection of the candidate.

desert /di'zs:it/ verb 1. to leave the
armed forces without permission o He
deserted and went to live in South Amer-
ica. 2. to leave a family or spouse o The
two children have been deserted by their
father.

deserter /di'za:to/ noun somebody
who has left the armed forces without
permission

desertion /di'z3:[(a)n/ noun 1. the act
of leaving the armed forces without per-
mission 2. the act of leaving a spouse o
He divorced his wife because of her de-
sertion.

despatch /di'spat[/ verb to send o
The letters about the rates were des-
patched yesterday. o The Defence Minis-



despatch box

ter was despatched to take charge of the
operation.
despatch box /di'spat [ boks/ noun
1. ared box in which government papers
are sent to ministers 2. one of two boxes
on the centre table in the House of Com-
mons at which a Minister or member of
the Opposition Front Bench stands to
speak o to be at the despatch box (of a
minister) to be speaking in parliament
destruction /di'strakfon/ noun the
action of killing someone, or of ending
the existence of something completely o
The destruction of the evidence in the fire
at the police station made it difficult to
prosecute.
detain /di'temn/ verb to hold a person
so that he or she cannot leave o The sus-
pects were detained by the police for
questioning.
detainee / di:ter'ni:/ noun somebody
who has been detained
detainer /di'tema/ noun the act of
holding a person
detect /di'tekt/ verb to notice or dis-
cover something which is hidden or dif-
ficult to see o The machine can detect ex-
plosives.
detection /di'tekJon/ noun the proc-
ess of discovering something, especially
discovering who has committed a crime
or how a crime has been committed
detection rate /di'tekf(o)n rert/
noun the number of crimes which are
solved, as a percentage of all crimes
detective /di'tektiv/ noun somebody,
usually a policeman, who tries to solve a
crime
COMMENT: The ranks of detectives in
the British Police Force are Detective
Constable, Detective Sergeant, Detec-
tive Inspector, Detective Chief Inspec-
tor, Detective Superintendent, and De-
tective Chief Superintendent.
detective agency  /ditektrv
‘erdzonsi/ noun an office which hires
out the services of private detectives
detention /di'tenfon/ noun 1. the act
of keeping someone so that he or she
cannot escape o The suspects were
placed in detention. 2. wrongfully hold-
ing goods which belong to someone else
detention centre /di'tenfon ,sento/
noun a place where young oftenders

aged between 14 and 21 can be kept for
corrective training, instead of being sent
to prison, if they are convicted of crimes
which would usually carry a sentence of
three months’ imprisonment or more
detention order /ditenfon 'o:do/
noun a court order asking for someone to
be kept in detention

determine /di'ta:min/ verb 1. to con-
trol what will happen or what something
will be like o Their attitudes have been
determined by their experiences. 2. to
discover something o We need to deter-
mine what the long-term effects of this
decision might be.

deterrence /di'terons/ noun the idea
that the harsh punishment of one crimi-
nal will deter other people from commit-
ting crimes

deterrent /di'terant/ noun a punish-
ment which is strong enough to stop peo-
ple from committing a crime o A long
prison sentence will act as a deterrent to
other possible criminals.

deterrent sentence /diteront
‘'sentons/ noun a harsh sentence which
the judge hopes will deter other people
from committing crimes

detinue /'detinju:/ noun the tort of
wrongfully holding goods which belong
to someone else o action in detinue ac-
tion formerly brought to regain posses-
sion of goods which were wrongfully
held by someone

detriment /'detrimont/ noun damage
or harm o without detriment to his
claim without harming his claim o his
action was to the detriment of the
claimant his action harmed the claimant
detrimental /,detri'ment(o)l/ adjec-
tive harmful o Action detrimental to the
maintenance of public order.
developer /di'velops/ noun o a prop-
erty developer person who plans and
builds a group of new houses or new fac-
tories

development area /di'velopmont
,€9rid/ noun an area which has been giv-
en special help from a government to en-
courage businesses and factories to be set
up there

devil /'dev(e)l/ noun a barrister to
whom another barrister passes work be-



directive

cause he or she is too busy m verb to pass
instruction to another barrister because
you are too busy to deal with the case
yourself o to devil for someone to do un-
pleasant or boring work for someone
devise /di'vaiz/ nouna gift of freehold
land to someone in a will m verb to give
freehold property to someone in a will
COMMENT: Giving of other types of
property is a bequest.
devisee /divar'zi:/ noun somebody
who receives freehold property in a will
devolve /di'volv/ verb to pass to some-
one under the terms of a will
dictum /'diktom/ noun a statement
made by a judge
die /dar/ verb to stop living. » death
(NOTE: dying — died)
digest /'daidzest/ noun a book which
collects summaries of court decisions to-
gether, used for reference purposes by le-
gal practitioners
dilapidation /di,lepi'derf(a)n/ noun
damage arising through neglect
dilatory /'dilot(o)ri/ adjective too slow
dilatory motion /,dilat(a)ri
'mau(9)n/ noun a motion in the House
of Commons to delay the debate on a
proposal
dilatory plea /'dilot(o)ri plit/ noun a
plea by a defendant relating to the juris-
diction of the court, which has the effect
of delaying the action
diminished responsibility /dr
,minift r1,spons1'biliti/ noun a mental
state of a criminal, either inherited or
caused by illness or injury, which means
that he or she cannot be held responsible
for the crime which has been committed
DInsp abbreviation detective inspector
dip /dip/ noun a pickpocket (slang)
diplomat /'diplomet/, diplomatist
/di'plouvmatist/ noun a person such as
an ambassador who is an official repre-
sentative of his country in another coun-
try
diplomatic agent /diplometik
‘erdzont/ noun a person officially em-
ployed by the embassy of a foreign coun-
try
diplomatic channels / diplometik
't[en(9)lz/ plural noun communicating

between countries through their diplo-
mats o The message was delivered by
diplomatic channels. o They are working
to restore diplomatic channels between
the two countries.

diplomatic corps /diplo'matik
ko:/ plural noun all foreign diplomats in
a city or country

diplomatic immunity / diplomatik
I'mjuiniti/ noun not subject to the laws
of a country because of being a foreign
diplomat o He claimed diplomatic immu-
nity to avoid being arrested.

direct /dar'rekt/ verb to give an order
to someone o The judge directed the jury
to acquit all the defendants. o The Crown
Court directed the justices to rehear the
case.

direct discrimination /darrekt di
,skrimi'nerf(a)n/ noun illegal discrimi-
nation where similar cases are treated
differently or where different cases are
treated in the same way

direct effect /dairekt 1'fekt/ noun
the effect of a legal decision of the Euro-
pean Union which creates rights for citi-
zens. » supremacy
COMMENT: Direct effect applies verti-
cally, from the state giving a right to the
citizen, and from the citizen who has
an obligation to the state. It can also
apply horizontally between individual
citizens who have rights and obliga-
tions to each other.
direct evidence /dar,rekt
'‘evid(e)ns/ noun first-hand evidence
such as the testimony of an eye witness
or the production of original documents

direct examination /darrekt 1g
zemi'nelf(a)n/ noun the questioning
of a witness by his or her own lawyers as
a means of oral evidence by the witness
to be given in court

direction /dai'rekfon/ ¢ directions
1. order which explains how something
should be done o the court is not able to
give directions to the local authority 2.
instructions from a judge to a jury 3. or-
ders given by a judge concerning the
general way of proceeding with a case

directive /dar'rektiv/ noun 1. an order
or command to someone to do something
2. (in the EU) a legally binding act of the
European Community which is binding
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on the Member States of the EU but not
on individuals until it has been made part
of national law o The Commission issued
a directive on food prices. Compare reg-
ulations
COMMENT: A directive is binding in the
result which is to be achieved. Direc-
tives do not have a direct effect before
any time limit for their implementation
has expired, and they do not have any
horizontal direct effect (i.e. an effect
between citizens).
Director-General /dar,rekto
‘dzen(a)ral/ noun (in the EU) the head
of the Directorates General in the Com-
mission (NOTE: The plural is Directors-
General.)

Director-General of Fair Trading
/darrekta ,dzen(a)ral ov feo 'trerdin/
noun an official in charge of the Office of
Fair Trading, dealing with consumers
and the law

Director of Public Prosecutions
/darrekts  ov pablik ,prosi
'kju:f(e)nz/ noun a government official
in charge of the Crown Prosecution Serv-
ice, working under the Attorney-Gener-
al, who can prosecute in important cases
and advises other government depart-
ments if prosecutions should be started o
The papers in the fraud case have been
sent to the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions. Abbreviation DPP

direct selling /dar,rekt 'seliy/ noun
the activity of selling a product direct to
the customer without going through a
shop

direct sexual discrimination /dar
rekt sekfual diskrimi'nerf(o)n/
noun an instance of sexual discrimina-
tion that is overt, e.g. failure to pay one
sex the same wage as the other in an
equivalent job. » indirect sexual dis-
crimination

direct taxation /darrekt tak
'serf(9)n/ noun a tax such as income tax
which is paid direct to the government

disability / diso'biliti/ noun 1. the
condition of being unable to use a part of
the body properly 2. a lack of legal ca-
pacity to act in your own right because of
age or mental state o person under a
disability person who is not capable to
taking legal action for himself

Disability Rights Commission
/,disabilrti 'rarts ko mif(e)n/ noun an
official committee set up to deal with is-
sues relating to discrimination against
people with disabilities. Abbreviation
DRC

disabled person /diseib(o)ld
'p3:s(d)n/ noun a person with physical
disabilities

disallow /,disa'lau/ verb not to accept
something o The judge disallowed the
defence evidence. o He claimed £2000
for fire damage, but the claim was disal-
lowed.

disapproval /diso'pru:v(e)l/ noun
the act of disapproving a decision made
by a lower court

disapprove /,disa'pru:v/ verb 1. to
show doubt about a decision made by a
lower court, but not to reverse or overrule
it o The Appeal Court disapproved the
County Court decision. 2. o to disap-
prove of something to show that you do
not approve of something, that you do
not think something is good o The judge
openly disapproves of juries.

disbar /dis'ba:/ verb to stop a barrister
from practising (NOTE: disbarring —
disbarred)

disburse /dis'b3:s/ verb to pay money

disbursement /dis'baismont/ noun
an amount of money paid from a fund
held for a particular purpose, or the proc-
ess of making such a payment

discharge noun /'distfa:d3/ 1. the
ending of a contract by performing all
the conditions of the contract, releasing a
party from the terms of the contract, or
being in breach of contract 2. payment of
debt o in full discharge of a debt paying
a debt completely, paying less than the
total amount owed, by agreement 3. re-
lease from prison or from military serv-
ice 4. o in discharge of his duties as di-
rector carrying out his duties m verb/dis
'tfa:d3/ 1. to let someone go free o The
prisoners were discharged by the judge.
o the judge discharged the jury the
judge told the jury that they were no
longer needed 2. o to discharge a bank-
rupt to release someone from bankrupt-
cy (as when a person has paid his or her
debts) 3. o to discharge a debt, to dis-
charge one’s liabilities to pay a debt or



discretionary

one’s liabilities in full 4. to dismiss
someone from a job or position o o dis-
charge an employee

discharge by agreement
/,distfa:d3 bar 9'gritzmant/ noun a sit-
uation where both parties agree to end a
contract

discharge by performance /dis
tJa:d3 bar pa'formons/ noun a situa-
tion where the terms of a contract have
been fulfilled

discharged bankrupt /dis,tfa:dzd
'bepkrapt/ noun somebody who has
been released from being bankrupt
discharge in bankruptcy
/. distfa:d3 1 'bapkraptsi/ noun an
order of a court to release someone from
bankruptcy

disciplinary / disi'plinori/ adjective
o to take disciplinary action against
someone to punish someone
disciplinary procedure /disi
'plinori pro,sitdza/ noun a way of
warning an employee officially that he or
she is breaking rules or that their stand-
ard of work is unacceptable

discipline /'disiplin/ verb to punish
someone o The clerk was disciplined for
leaking the report to the newspapers.
disclaim /dis'klerm/ verb 1. to refuse
to admit o He disclaimed all knowledge
of the bomb. o The management dis-
claims all responsibility for customers’
property. 2. to refuse to accept a legacy
or devise made to you under someone’s
will

disclaimer /dis'klerma/ noun 1. a le-
gal refusal to accept responsibility or to
accept a right 2. a clause in a contract
where a party disclaims responsibility
for something 3. arefusal to accept prop-
erty bequeathed under someone’s will
disclose /dis'klouz/ verb 1. to tell de-
tails o The bank has no right to disclose
details of my account to the tax office. 2.
(in civil cases) to say that a document ex-
ists o Parties to a case are required to
disclose relevant documents.
disclosure /dis'klouza/ noun 1. the
act of telling details or of publishing a se-
cret o The disclosure of the takeover bid
raised the price of the shares. o The de-
fendant’s case was made stronger by the

disclosure that the claimant was an un-
discharged bankrupt. » non-disclosure
2. stating that documents exist or have
existed before a hearing starts in the civil
courts, usually done by preparing a list of
documents. Parties to whom documents
have been disclosed have the right to in-
spect them. (NOTE: Since the introduc-
tion of the new Civil Procedure Rules in
April 1999, this term has in some con-
texts replaced discovery.)

discontinuance /diskon'tinjuons/
noun the action of discontinuing a claim
or action o The claimant has served no-
tice of discontinuance.

discontinue /diskon'tinju:/ verb to
stop a claim which has been issued or an
action which has started o A claimant
may need to seek permission of the court
to discontinue a claim.

discovery of documents /di
skav(9)ri ov 'dokjuments/ noun dis-
closure of each party’s documents to the
other before a hearing starts in the civil
courts (NOTE: Since the introduction of
the new Civil Procedure Rules in April
1999, this term has in some contexts
been replaced by disclosure.)

discredit /dis'kredit/ verb to show
that a person is not reliable o The prose-
cution counsel tried to discredit the de-
fence witnesses.

discretion /di'skre[(o)n/ noun the
ability to decide correctly what should be
done o Magistrates have a discretion to
allow an accused person to change his
election from a summary trial to a jury
trial. o The judge refused the applica-
tion, on the ground that he had a judicial
discretion to examine inadmissible evi-
dence. o to exercise one’s discretion to
decide which of several possible ways to
act o the court exercised its discretion
the court decided what should be done o
Ileave it to your discretion I leave it for
you to decide what to do o at the discre-
tion of someone if someone decides o
Membership is at the discretion of the
committee. o Sentencing is at the discre-
tion of the judge. o The granting of an in-
Jjunction is at the discretion of the court.
discretionary /di'skref(o)n(o)ri/ ad-
jective being possible if someone wants
o the minister’s discretionary powers



discretionary trust

powers which the minister could use if
he or she thought it suitable o the tribu-
nal has wide discretionary power the
tribunal can decide on many different
courses of action

discretionary trust /d1
skref(e)n(a)ri 'trast/ noun a trust
where the trustees decide how to invest
the income and when and how much in-
come should be paid to the beneficiaries

discriminate /di'skriminert/ verb to
note differences between things and act
accordingly o The planning committee
finds it difficult to discriminate between
applications which improve the commu-
nity, and those which are purely commer-
cial. o to discriminate against someone
to treat someone unequally o The council
was accused of discriminating against
women in its recruitment policy. o He
claimed he had been discriminated
against because of his colour.

discrimination /di,skrimi'neif(o)n/
noun 1. the unfair treatment of someone
because of their colour, class, language,
race, religion, sex or a disability o Racial
discrimination is against the law. o She
accused the council of sexual discrimi-
nation in their recruitment policy. o
There should be no discrimination on the
grounds of disability. 2. the ability to no-
tice the differences between things o The
tests are designed to give clear discrimi-
nation between the three categories. 3.
good judgement and decision-making o
The committee showed discrimination in
its choice of advisers for the project.
COMMENT: The UK is gradually intro-
ducing the necessary legislation to
comply with the European Council Di-
rective on Equal Treatment in Employ-
ment and Occupation (2000/78/EC).
This will result in a consistency of ap-
proach between the various types of
unlawful discrimination and introduce
some new types of unlawful discrimi-
nation. In particular, the Equality (Reli-
gion or Belief) Regulations 2003 and
the Employment Equality (Sexual Ori-
entation) Regulations 2003 are now
both in force and legislation against
dismissal on the grounds of age is in-
tended by 2006.

disenfranchise /disin'frentfaiz/,
disfranchise verb to take away some-
one’s right to vote o The company has

tried to disenfranchise the ordinary
shareholders.

dishonour /dis'bna/ verb to refuse to
pay a cheque or bill of exchange because
there is not enough money in the account
to pay it o The bank dishonoured his
cheque. m noun the act of dishonouring a
cheque o The dishonour of the cheque
brought her business to a stop.

disinherit / disin'herit/ verb to make
a will which prevents someone from in-
heriting o He was disinherited by his fa-
ther.

diskette /di'sket/ noun a very small
floppy disk

dismiss /dis'mis/ verb 1. o to dismiss
an employee to remove an employee
from a job o He was dismissed for being
late. 2. to refuse to accept o The court
dismissed the appeal or the application
or the action. o The justices dismissed
the witness’ evidence out of hand.

dismissal /dis'mis(o)l/ noun 1. the re-
moval of an employee from a job, espe-
cially as a result of something they have
done wrong. » wrongful dismissal, un-
fair dismissal 2. an unwillingness to ac-
cept that something might be true o the
company’s public dismissal of the alle-
gation of fraud 3. an order telling some-
one to leave a place, or to stop carrying
out a role o the dismissal of jurors 4. a
judge’s decision that a court case should
not continue

dismissal procedure /dismis(o)l
pra'sitd3a/ noun the process of dismiss-
ing an employee, following the rules in
the contract of employment
disobedience / diso'bi:dions/ noun
bad behaviour which ignores rules or re-
quests to do something o The prisoners
were put in solitary confinement as pun-
ishment for their disobedience of the
governor’s orders.

disorder /dis'o:da/ noun a lack of or-
der or of control

disorderly /dis'o:dali/ adjective badly
behaved o She was charged with disor-
derly conduct or with being drunk and
disorderly.

dispensation /,dispen'seif(a)n/
noun 1. the act of giving out justice 2.
special permission to do something
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which is normally not allowed or is
against the law

dispense /di'spens/ verb 1. to provide
something, especially officially o o dis-
pense justice 2. o to dispense with
something not to use something, to do
without something o The chairman of the
tribunal dispensed with the formality of
taking minutes. o The accused decided to
dispense with the services of a lawyer.

displaced person /dis,plersd
'p3:s(e)n/ noun a man or woman who
has been forced to leave home and move
to another country because of war

dispose /di'spauz/ verb o to dispose
of to get rid of, to sell cheaply o to dis-
pose of excess stock o to dispose of one’s
business

disposition /,dispa'zif(a)n/ noun the
act of passing property in the form of
land or goods to another person, espe-
cially in a will o to make testamentary
dispositions

dispossess /,dispa'zes/ verb to de-
prive someone wrongfully of his or her
possession of land

dispossession /,dispa'ze [(o)n/
noun the act of wrongfully depriving
someone of possession of land

dispute /dr'spju:t, 'dispju:t/ noun a
disagreement or argument between par-
ties o to adjudicate, to mediate in a dis-
pute to try to settle a dispute between
other parties m verb to argue against
something o the defendant disputed
the claim the defendant argued that the
claim was not correct o she disputed the
policeman’s version of events she said
that the policeman’s story of what had
happened was wrong o to dispute the
jurisdiction of a court to argue that a
court has no jurisdiction over a case

disqualification /dis kwolifr
'kerf(a)n/ noun 1. a situation in which
someone is legally prevented from doing
something 2. the fact of being legally
prevented from driving a car

disqualification from office /dis
kwnolifikeif(e)n from 'ofis/ noun a
rule which forces a director to be re-
moved from a directorship if he or she
does not fulfil the conditions

disqualify /dis'kwolifar/ verb not to
allow someone to do something, because
they have done something which is not
allowed or have committed a legal of-
fence o Being a judge disqualifies him
from being a Member of Parliament. o
After the accident she was fined £1000
and disqualified from driving for two
years. o He was convicted of driving a
motor vehicle while disqualified.

disrepute /,disri'pju:t/ noun a situa-
tion where something is not regarded
very highly o to bring something into
disrepute to give something a bad repu-
tation o He was accused of bringing the
club into disrepute by his bad behaviour.

disseisin /dis'siizin/ noun illegally
depriving someone of possession of land

dissemination /di,semi'neif(o)n/
noun the act of passing information,
slanderous or libellous statements to oth-
er members of the public

dissent /di'sent/ noun disagreement
with the majority of other people or with
the authorities o The opposition showed
its dissent by voting against the Bill. m
verb to disagree in writing with a major-
ity opinion in a court judgment o One of
the appeal judges dissented.
dissenting judgment /disentip
'‘dzadzmont/ noun the judgment of a
judge, showing that he or she disagrees
with other judges in a case which has
been heard by several judges

dissolve /di'zolv/ verb to bring to an
end o to dissolve a marriage or a part-
nership or a company o to dissolve Par-
liament to end a session of Parliament,
and so force a general election
distrain /dr'stremn/ verbto seize goods
to pay for debts

distress /di'stres/ noun the taking of
someone’s goods to pay for debts
distress sale /di'stres seil/ noun the
selling of someone’s goods to pay his or
her debts

distribution / distri'bju:f(o)n/ noun
sharing out property in an estate
distribution of assets
/,distribju:[(o)n ov 'asets/ noun shar-
ing the assets of a company among the
shareholders



district

district /'distrikt/ noun a section of a
town or of a country

district attorney / distrikt o'tami/
noun US 1. a prosecuting attorney in a
federal district 2. the state prosecuting
attorney » abbreviation DA

district court /'distrikt ko:t/ noun
US a court in a federal district

district registrar / distrikt redzr
'stra:/ noun an official who registers
births, marriages and deaths in a specific
area

district registry /,distrikt
'red31stri/ noun an office where records
of births, marriages and deaths are kept

disturb /di'st3:b/ verb o to disturb
the peace to make a noise which annoys
people in the area

disturbance /di'sta:bons/ noun a
noise or movement of people which an-
noys other people o Street disturbances
forced the government to resign. o He
was accused of making a disturbance in
the public library.

disturbed balance of mind /di
,staibd 'beelons ov maind/ noun US a
state of mind when someone is temporar-
ily incapable of rational action because
of depression or mental distress o The
verdict of the coroner’s court was suicide
while the balance of mind was disturbed.

division /di'viz(a)n/ noun 1. one sec-
tion of something which is divided into
several sections o Smith’s is now a divi-
sion of the Brown group of companies. 2.
a separate section of the High Court, e.g.
the Queen’s Bench Division, the Family
Division or the Chancery Division, or a
separate section of the Appeal Court, e.g.
the Civil Division or the Criminal Divi-
sion 3. the act of dividing or of being di-
vided o to have a division of opinion to
disagree 4. (in the EU) one of the subdi-
visions of a Directorate in the Commis-
sion, with a Head of Division at its head

divisional court /di'viz(a)n(o)l ko:t/
noun one of courts of the High Court
divisional judge /di'viz(o)n(o)l
d3Ad3/ noun a judge in a division of the
High Court

division of responsibility /dr
VI3(9)n ov r1,sponst'biliti/ noun the

act of splitting the responsibility for
something between several people

divorce /di'vo:s/ noun the legal ending
of amarriage m verb to legally end a mar-
riage to someone o He divorced his wife
and married his secretary.
COMMENT: Under English law, the only
basis of divorce is the irretrievable
breakdown of marriage. This is proved
by one of five grounds: (a) adultery; (b)
unreasonable behaviour; (c) one of the
parties has deserted the other for a pe-
riod of two years; (d) the parties have
lived apart for two years and agree to
a divorce; (e) the parties have lived
apart for five years. In the context of di-
vorce proceedings the court has wide
powers to make orders regarding resi-
dence and contact orders for children,
and ancillary relief. Divorce proceed-
ings are normally dealt with by the
County Court, or in London at the Di-
vorce Registry. Where divorce pro-
ceedings are defended, they are trans-
ferred to the High Court, but this is rare
and most divorce cases are now con-
ducted by what is called the ‘special
procedure’.
divorcee /divo:'siz/ noun someone
who is divorced
divorce petition /di,vo:s pa'tif(e)n/
noun an official request to a court to end
a marriage o She was granted a divorce
on the grounds of unreasonable behav-
iour by her husband.
Divorce Registry /dr,vors
'red3zistri/ noun a court which deals
with divorce cases in London

DMC abbreviation donatio mortis causa

dock /dok/ noun the part of a court
where an accused prisoner stands o the
prisoner in the dock the prisoner who is
being tried for a crime

dock brief /'dok bri:f/ noun a former
system where an accused person could
choose a barrister from those present in
court to represent them for a small fee
dock dues /'dok dju:z/ noun the pay-
ment which a ship makes to the harbour
authorities for the right to use the har-
bour

docket /'dokit/ noun 1. a list of con-
tents of a package which is being sent 2.
US a list of cases for trial

doctrine /'doktrin/ noun a general
principle of law
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document /'dokjumont/ noun 1. a
paper or set of papers, printed or hand-
written, which contains information o
Deeds, contracts and wills are all legal
documents. 2. anything in which infor-
mation is recorded, e.g. maps, designs,
computer files, databases 3. an official
paper from a government department m
verb to put in a published paper o The
cases of unparliamentary language are
well documented in Hansard.

documentary /dokjo'ment(a)ri/
adjective in the form of documents o
documentary evidence o documentary
proof

documentary evidence
/,dokjoment(o)ri 'evid(a)ns/ noun evi-
dence in the form of documents

documentary proof
/,dokjument(a)ri 'pru:f/ noun proof in
the form of a document

documentation /. dokjumen
'te1f(9)n/ noun all documents referring
to something o Please send me the com-
plete documentation concerning the sale.

document exchange /,dokjomant
1ks'tfeind3/ noun a bureau which re-
ceives documents for clients and holds
them securely in numbered boxes. Ab-
breviation DX (NOTE: Service can be ef-
fected through a document exchange in
cases where this is given as the ad-
dress for service.)

Doe » John Doe

do-it-yourself conveyancing /,du:
1t jo,self kon'veronsig/ noun drawing
up a legal conveyance without the help of
a lawyer

doli capax, doli incapax phrase Lat-
in phrases meaning ‘capable of crime’ or
‘incapable of crime’
COMMENT: Children under ten years of
age are doli incapax and cannot be
prosecuted for criminal offences; chil-
dren aged between 10 and 14 are pre-
sumed to be doli incapax but the pre-
sumption can be reversed if there is
evidence of malice or knowledge.
dollar stocks /.dols 'stokz/ plural
noun shares in American companies

Domesday Book /'duimzder buk/
noun a record made for King William I
in 1086, which recorded all the land in

England and the owners and inhabitants
for tax purposes

domestic /do'mestik/ adjective 1. re-
ferring to a family 2. referring to the
market of the country where a business is
situated

domestic  consumption /do
.mestik kon'samp[on/ noun consump-
tion on the home market

domestic court /do'mestik ko:t/
noun US a court which covers the dis-
trict in which a defendant lives or has his
or her address for service (NOTE: The
British term is home court.)
domestic premises /domestik
'premisiz/ plural noun house, flat, or
other unit used for private accommoda-
tion

domestic proceedings /do,mestik
pra'sitdinz/ plural noun a court case
which involves a husband and wife, or
parents and children

domestic production /domestik
pra'dakfan/ noun a production of goods
in the home country

domestic sales /do'mestik seilz/
plural noun sales in the home market
domicile /'domisail/ noun a country
where someone is deemed to live perma-
nently, or where a company’s office is
registered, especially for tax purposes m
verb to live in a place officially o The de-
fendant is domiciled in Scotland. o bills
domiciled in France bills of exchange
which have to be paid in France
domiciled /'domisaild/ adjective liv-
ing in a particular place

domicile of choice /domisail av
'tfa1s/ noun a country where someone
has chosen to live, which is not the dom-
icile of origin

domicile of origin /domisail av
'prid3in/ noun a domicile which a per-
son has from birth, usually the domicile
of the father

dominant owner /, dominoant 'ouna/
noun someone who has the right to use
someone else’s property

dominant tenement /dopminont
‘tenomont/ noun land which has been
granted an easement over another prop-
erty (NOTE: also called ‘dominant es-
tate’ in the USA)
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dominion /do'minjon/ noun o a Do-
minion an independent state, part of the
British Commonwealth o the Dominion
of Canada

donatio mortis causa /do na:tiou
.mo:tis 'kovza/ phrase a Latin phrase
meaning ‘gift because of death’: transfer
of property made when death is immi-
nent

donee /,dou'ni:/ noun somebody who
receives a gift from a donor

donor /'douna/ noun somebody who
gives property to another

dormant account /doimont o
'kaunt/ noun a bank account which is
not used

double /'dab(a)l/ verb to make some-
thing twice as big

double jeopardy /,dab(o)l 'dzepadi/
noun US the possibility that a citizen
may be tried twice for the same crime,
prohibited in most legal systems
double taxation agreement
/,dab(@)l tak'seif(d9)n o,griimant/,
double taxation treaty /, dab(o)l taek
'seif(9)n ,triiti/, double tax treaty
noun an agreement between two coun-
tries that a person living in one country
shall not be taxed in both countries on the
income earned in the other country
doubt /daut/ noun a feeling of not be-
ing sure that something is correct o be-
yond reasonable doubt, beyond a rea-
sonable doubt US to a degree of certain-
ty that is considered acceptable in
convicting a person in a criminal case o
open to doubt not certain and even un-
likely o Her ability to recognise him af-
ter so long is open to doubt.

doveish /'davif/ adjective like a dove
o He was accused of having doveish ten-
dencies.

down payment /daun 'permont/
noun part of a total payment made in ad-
vance

dowry /'dauri/ noun money or property
brought by a wife to her husband when
she marries him

DPP abbreviation Director of Public
Prosecutions

draft /dra:ft/ noun 1. an order for mon-
ey to be paid by a bank o to make a draft
on a bank to ask a bank to pay money for

you 2. the first rough plan of a document
which has not been finished o He drew
up the draft agreement on the back of an
envelope. o The first draft of the contract
was corrected by the managing director.
o The draft Bill is with the House of
Commons lawyers. m verb to make a first
rough plan of a document o fo draft a
contract or a document or a bill o The
contract is still being drafted or is still in
the drafting stage.

drafter /'dra:fta/ noun somebody who
makes a draft

drafting /'dra:ftig/ noun the act of
preparing the draft of a document o The
drafting of the contract took six weeks. o
The drafting stage of a parliamentary
Bill.

draftsman /'dra:ftsmon/ noun some-
body who drafts documents

drawee /dro:'i:/ noun a person or bank
asked to make a payment by a drawer

drawings /'dro:inz/ plural noun mon-
ey taken out of a partnership by a partner
as his or her salary

draw up /,dro: 'ap/ verb to write a le-
gal document o fo draw up a contract or
an agreement o to draw up a company’s
articles of association

drive /drarv/ verb o he drives a hard
bargain he is a difficult negotiator

driving licence /'draiviy ,lais(o)ns/
noun a document which shows that you
have passed a driving test and can legally
drive a car, truck, etc. o Applicants for
the police force should hold a valid driv-
ing licence.

driving without due care and at-
tention / drarvigp wi,0aot dju: keo
an a'tenfon/ noun the offence of driving
a car in a careless way, so that other peo-
ple are in danger

drop /drop/ noun a fall o drop in sales
o sales show a drop of 10% o a drop in
prices m verb 1. to fall o Sales have
dropped by 10% or have dropped 10%. o
The pound dropped three points against
the dollar. 2. to stop a case o The prose-
cution dropped all charges against the
accused. o The claimant decided to drop
the case against his neighbour. (NOTE:
dropping — dropped)
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drop ship /,drop '[1p/ verb to deliver
a large order direct to a customer

drop shipment /'drop ,fipmont/
noun a delivery of a large order from the
factory direct to a customer’s shop or
warehouse without going through an
agent or wholesaler

drug /drag/ noun 1. an illegal sub-
stance which can be harmful if taken reg-
ularly 2. a medicine given by a doctor to
treat a medical problem 3. to give a sub-
stance to someone or put it in their food
or drink, especially secretly, to make
them go to sleep or become unconscious

COMMENT: There are three classes of
controlled drugs: Class ‘A’ drugs:
(cocaine, heroin, crack, LSD, etc.);
Class ‘B’ drugs: (amphetamines,
cannabis, codeine, etc.); and Class
‘C’ drugs: (drugs which are related to
the amphetamines, such as benzphet-
amine). The drugs are covered by five
schedules under the Misuse of Drugs
Regulations: Schedule 1: drugs which
are not used medicinally, such as can-
nabis and LSD, for which possession
and supply are prohibited; Schedule
2: drugs which can be used medicinal-
ly, such as heroin, morphine, cocaine,
and amphetamines: these are fully
controlled as regards prescriptions by
doctors, safe custody in pharmacies,
registering of sales, etc. Schedule 3:
barbiturates, which are controlled as
regards prescriptions, but need not be
kept in safe custody; Schedule 4:
benzodiazepines, which are controlled
as regards registers of purchasers;
Schedule 5: other substances for
which invoices showing purchase
must be kept.

drug abuse /'drag 9,bju:s/ noun the
regular use of drugs for non-medical rea-
sons

drug addict /'drag ,edikt/ noun
somebody who is physically and mental-
ly dependent on taking drugs regularly

drug addiction /'drag o,dikfon/
noun mental and physical dependence
on taking a drug regularly

drug baron /'drag baron/ noun a
person with an important position in an
organisation that sells illegal drugs

drug czar /'drag sa:/ noun a person
employed by a government to lead a
campaign against the sale and use of ille-
gal drugs

drug runner /'drag ,rana/ noun a per-
son who takes or makes someone else
take drugs illegally from one country to
another

Drug Squad /'drag skwod/ noun a
section of the police force which investi-
gates crime related to drugs

drug trafficking /'drag trefikig/
noun the activity of buying and selling
drugs illegally

drunk /drapk/ adjective incapable be-
cause of having drunk too much alcohol

drunk and disorderly /,drapk on
dis'o:dali/ adjective incapable and be-
having in a wild way because of having
drunk too much alcohol

drunk and incapable /,drapgk on m
'kerpab(a)l/ noun the offence of having
drunk so much alcohol that you are not
able to act normally

drunkard /'drapkoad/ noun somebody
who is frequently drunk. ¢ habitual

drunken driving /. dragken
'drarvig/ noun an offence of driving a
car when under the influence of alcohol.
Also called driving with alcohol con-
centrations above a certain limit

DSgt abbreviation detective sergeant

dud /dad/ adjective, noun (of a coin,
banknote or cheque) worth nothing be-
cause it is false (informal) o The £50 note
was a dud.

dud cheque /dad 'tfek/ noun a
cheque which the bank refuses to pay be-
cause the person writing it has not
enough money in his or her account to
pay it

due /dju:/ adjective 1. owed o to fall
due, to become due to be ready for pay-
ment o bill due on May 1st bill which
has to be paid on May 1st o balance due
to us amount owed to us which should be
paid 2. expected to arrive o The plane is
due to arrive at 10.30 or is due at 10.30.
3. according to what is expected as usual
or correct o in due form written in the
correct legal form o receipt in due form o
contract drawn up in due form o after
due consideration of the problem after
thinking seriously about the problem o
the due process of the law the formal
work of a fair legal action
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due date /'dju: dert/ noun the date on
which a debt has to be paid

due diligence /dju: 'dilidzons/
noun the carrying out of your duty as ef-
ficiently as is necessary o The executor
acted with due diligence to pay the liabil-
ities of the estate.

due execution of a will /dju: kst
'kju:f(e)n av er wil/ noun the act of
making a will in the correct way. A will
must be written (handwritten, printed, or
written on a standard form, etc.), signed
by the testator and witnessed by two wit-
nesses in the presence of the testator.
due process /,dju: 'prouses/ noun a
rule that the forms of law must be fol-
lowed correctly

duly /'dju:li/ adverb 1. properly o duly
authorised representative 2. as was ex-
pected o We duly received his letter of
21st October.

dungeon /'dand3on/ noun an under-
ground prison (often in a castle)
duplicating paper /'dju:plikertip
.peIpa/ noun a special paper to be used
in a duplicating machine

duress /dju'res/ noun an illegal threat
to use force on someone to make him or
her do something o Duress provides no
defence to a charge of murder. o under
duress being forced to do something o
They alleged they had committed the
crime under duress from another defend-
ant. o he signed the confession under
duress he signed the confession because
he was threatened

dutiable goods /,dju:tiob(a)l 'gudz/
plural noun goods on which a customs or
excise duty has to be paid

duty /'dju:ti/ noun 1. work which a
person has to do o It is the duty of every

citizen to serve on a jury if called. o The
government has a duty to protect the cit-
izens from criminals. 2. official work
which you have to do in a job o to be on
duty to be doing official work at a spe-
cial time 3. a tax which has to be paid o
to take the duty off alcohol o to put a duty
on cigarettes o goods which are liable
to duty goods on which customs or ex-
cise tax has to be paid o duty-paid goods
goods where the duty has been paid
duty bound /'dju:ti bavnd/ adjective
bound to do something because it is your
duty o Witnesses under oath are duty
bound to tell the truth.

duty-free /,dju:ti 'fri:/ adjective, ad-
verb sold with no duty to be paid o He
bought a duty-free watch at the airport or
he bought the watch duty-free. o duty-
free shop shop at an airport or on a ship
where goods can be bought without pay-
ing duty

duty of care /dju:ti ov 'kea/ noun a
legal obligation which imposes a duty on
individuals not to act negligently

duty sergeant /dju:ti 'sa:xdzont/
noun a police sergeant who is on duty at
a particular time

duty solicitor /,dju:ti so'lisito/ noun
a solicitor who is on duty at a magis-
trates’ court and can be contacted at any
time by a party who is appearing in that
court or by a party who has been taken to
a police station under arrest or for ques-
tioning

dwelling /'dweli/ noun a place where
someone lives such as a house or flat o
The tax on dwellings has been raised.
DWI abbreviation US driving while in-
toxicated

DX abbreviation document exchange



e. & o.e. abbreviation errors and omis-
sions excepted

earmark /'to,ma:k/ verb to reserve for
a special purpose o to earmark funds for
a project o The grant is earmarked for
computer systems development.

earn /3:m/ verb 1. to be paid money for
working o to earn £150 a week o Our
agent in Paris certainly does not earn his
commission. 2. to produce interest or
dividends o account which earns interest
at 10% o What level of dividend do these
shares earn?

earnest /'3:nist/ noun money paid as a
down payment to show one’s serious in-
tention to proceed with a contract o He
deposited £1,000 with the solicitor as
earnest of his intention to purchase.

earning power /'s:niy ,pava/ noun
the amount of money someone should be
able to earn

earnings /'sinigz/ plural noun 1. the
salary or wages, profits and dividends or
interest received by an individual 2. prof-
its of a business

earnings per share /z3mipz po
'[ea/ noun the money earned in profit
per share

earnings-related pension /3:nipz
r1,lertid 'penfon/ noun a pension which
is linked to the size of the salary

easement /'i:zmont/ noun a right
which someone (the dominant owner)
has to make use of land belonging to
someone else (the servient owner) for a
purpose such as a path

Easter /'i:sto/ noun 1. one of the four
sittings of the Law Courts 2. one of the
four law terms

EC abbreviation European Community
o EC ministers met today in Brussels. o

E

The USA is increasing its trade with the
EC.

ECB abbreviation European Central
Bank

ecclesiastical /1 kli:zi'estik(a)l/ ad-
jective referring to the church
ecclesiastical court  /1kli:zi
'estik(o)l koit/ noun a court which
hears matters referring to the church
ECJ abbreviation European Court of
Justice

economic activity /izkonomik &k
'tiviti/ noun work

economically / i:ka'nomikli/ adverb
o economically active (in the EU) being
an active worker o Economically active
persons have the right to move freely
from one EU country to another with
their families.

economic planning /i:konomik
'‘plenin/ noun the activity of planning
the future financial state of the country
for the government

economic sanctions /i:konomik
'seenk[(9)ns/ plural noun restrictions on
trade with a country in order to influence
its political situation or in order to make
its government change its policy
e-conveyancing /'i: kon,veronsiy/
noun » electronic transfer
ecoterrorist /'i:kou,terarist/ noun
somebody who attacks things for ecolog-
ical reasons o Ecoterrorists attacked sev-
eral fields of crops.

edict /'izdikt/ noun the public an-
nouncement of a law

editorial /edi'to:riol/ adjective refer-
ring to an editor

editorial board /edito:riol 'bo:d/
noun a group of editors (on a newspaper,
etc.)
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education welfare officer
/,edjukerf(e)n 'welfes pfisa/ noun a
social worker who looks after school-
children, and deals with attendance and
family problems
EEC abbreviation European Economic
Community
effective date /i'fektiv deit/ noun
the date on which a rule or a contract
starts to be applied
effective date of termination /1
fektrv dert ov t3imi'neif(o)n/ noun
the date on which a contract of employ-
ment expires
E-FIT™ a trademark for software that
produces an image of the face of a police
suspect on the basis of what a witness
can remember
e.g. /'i:'d3zii/ abbreviation e.g.
egalitarian /1,gzli'tesrion/ noun
somebody who supports egalitarianism
EGM abbreviation Extraordinary Gen-
eral Meeting
eject /1'dzekt/ verb to make someone
leave a property which he or she is occu-
pying illegally
ejection /1'dzekfon/ noun the action
of making someone leave a property
which he or she is occupying illegally
COMMENT: The ejection of someone
who is legally occupying a property is
an ouster, while removing a tenant is
eviction.
ejectment /1'dzektmont/ noun o ac-
tion of ejectment a court action to force
someone to leave a property which he or
she is occupying illegally
ejusdem generis /i, dzusdem
'dzenoris/, eiusdem generis /el
Juisdem 'dzenoris/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘of the same kind’: arule
of legal interpretation, that when a word
or phrase follows two or more other
words or phrases, it is construed to be of
the same type as the words or phrases
which precede it
COMMENT: In the phrase houses, flats
and other buildings other buildings
can mean only other dwellings, and
would not include, for example, a
church.
elapse /1'leps/ verb (of time) to pass o
Six weeks elapsed before the court order
was put into effect. o We must allow suf-

ficient time to elapse before making a
complaint.

elect /1'lekt/ verb 1. to choose someone
by a vote o A vote to elect the officers of
an association. o She was elected chair
of the committee. o He was first elected
for this constituency in 1992. 2. to
choose to do something o He elected to
stand trial by jury.

election /i'lekfon/ noun 1. the act of
electing o His election as president of the
society. 2. the act of electing a represent-
ative or representatives 3. the act of
choosing a course of action o The ac-
cused made his election for jury trial. 4.
a choice by a legatee to take a benefit un-
der a will and relinquish a claim to the
estate at the same time

COMMENT: In Britain, a Parliament can
only last for a maximum of five years,
and a dissolution is usually called by
the Prime Minister before the end of
that period. The Lord Chancellor then
issues a writ for the election of MPs. All
British subjects (including Common-
wealth and Irish citizens), are eligible
to vote in British elections provided
they are on the electoral register, are
over 18 years of age, are sane, are not
members of the House of Lords and
are not serving prison sentences for
serious crime. In the USA, members of
the House of Representatives are
elected for a two-year period. Sena-
tors are elected for six-year terms, one
third of the Senate being elected every
two years. The President of the USA is
elected by an electoral college made
up of people elected by voters in each
of the states of the USA. Each state
elects the same number of electors to
the electoral college as it has Con-
gressmen, plus two. This guarantees
that the college is broadly representa-
tive of voters across the country. The
presidential candidate with an overall
majority in the college is elected presi-
dent. A presidential term of office is
four years, and a president can stand
for re-election once.

electoral reform /1 lekt(o)ral r1
'form/ noun the activity of changing the
electoral system to make it fairer

electric chair /1,lektrik 't fea/ noun a
chair attached to a powerful electric cur-
rent, used in some states of the USA for
executing criminals
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electronic communication
/,elektronik ko,mjuini'keif(a)n/ noun
a message which is sent from one person
to another by telephone or by other elec-
tronic means

electronic conveyancing
/,elektronik: kon'veronsig/ noun »
electronic transfer

electronic signature /elektronik
'signit o/ noun electronic text or sym-
bols attached to a document sent by
email which acts in a similar way to a
handwritten signature, in that they prove
the authenticity of the document

electronic surveillance
/,elektronik sa'veilons/ noun surveil-
lance using hidden microphones, camer-
as, etc.

electronic transfer /elektronik
'treensf3:/ noun the transfer of interests
in land by electronic methods rather than
paper documents

eleemosynary /eli:'mozinori/ ad-
jective referring to charity

eligible /'elid31b(a)l/ adjective person
who can be chosen o She is eligible for
re-election.

E list /'i: list/ noun a list of the names
of prisoners who frequently try to escape
from prison

embargo /im'ba:gou/ noun a govern-
ment order which stops a type of trade o
to lay, put an embargo on trade with a
country to say that trade with a country
must not take place o to lift an embargo
to allow trade to start again o to be un-
der an embargo to be forbidden m verb
not to allow something to take place o
The government has embargoed trade
with the Eastern countries. o the press
release was embargoed until 1st Janu-
ary the information in the release could
not be published until 1st January

embezzle /im'bez(d)l/ verbto use ille-
gally or steal money which you are re-
sponsible for as part of your work o He
was sent to prison for six months for em-
bezzling his clients’ money.

embezzlement /im'bez(o)lmont/
noun the act of embezzling o He was
sent to prison for six months for embez-
zlement.

embezzler /im'bez(o)lo/ noun some-
body who embezzles

emblements /'emblomonts/ plural
noun vegetable products which come
from farming

embracery /im'breis(a)ri/ noun the
offence of corruptly seeking to influence
jurors

emergency powers /1m3:d3onsi
'‘pavas/ plural noun special powers
granted by law to a government or to a
minister to deal with an emergency, usu-
ally without going through the usual
democratic processes

emergency protection order /1
.ma3:d3onsi pra'tekf(a)n ,0:da/ noun a
court order, established under the Chil-
dren’s Act 1989, which gives a local au-
thority or the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children
(NSPCC) the right to remove a child
from the care of its parents for a period of
eight days, with the right to apply for a
seven-day extension. An order will only
be granted if the court is satisfied that
there is reasonable cause to believe that
the child is suffering or likely to suffer
significant harm unless the order is
made. » parental responsibility (NOTE:
Such an order gives the local authority
parental responsibility for the child, al-
lowing decisions to be made in relation
to its welfare.)

emergency services /1'ms:dzonsi
,s31visiz/ plural noun police, fire and
ambulance services, which are ready for
action if an emergency arises

emigrant /'emigront/ noun somebody
who emigrates. Compare immigrant
emigrate /'emigreit/ verb to go to an-
other country to live permanently. Com-
pare immigrate

emigration /. emi'greif(a)n/ noun the
act of leaving a country to go to live per-
manently in another country. Compare
immigration

eminent domain /emmont dou
‘meiIn/ noun the right of the state to ap-
propriate private property for public use
emoluments /i'moljomants/ plural
noun wages, salaries, fees or any mone-
tary benefit from an employment (formal
or humorous, not technical)
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empanel /im'pan(s)l/ verb o to em-
panel a jury to choose and swear in ju-
rors

employed advocate /imploid
‘eedvokat/ noun a person employed to
plead in court such as a Crown Prosecu-
tor

employee /im'plori:/ noun a person
who is employed by someone else o Em-
ployees of the firm are eligible to join a
profit-sharing scheme. o Relations be-
tween management and employees have
improved. o The company has decided to
take on new employees.

employer /im'plora/ noun a person or
company which has employees and pays
them

employer’s contribution /im
plotaz kontri'bju:f(a)n/ noun money
paid by the employer towards an em-
ployee’s pension

employer’s liability /im ploioz laio
'biliti/ noun the legal responsibility of
an employer when employees are subject
to accidents due to negligence on the part
of the employer

employers’ organisation /im
'plotaz o:gonaizeif(a)n/ noun US a
group of employers with similar interests
employment /im'plormant/ noun a
contractual relationship between an em-
ployer and his or her employees
Employment Appeal Tribunal /im
,ploimant a'pi:l trar,bjuin(e)l/ noun a
court which hears appeals from employ-
ment tribunals

employment bureau /im'ploimant
\bjuarau/ noun an office which finds
jobs for people

employment law /im'ploimant
Jbjuarouv/ noun law referring to the
rights and responsibilities of employers
and employees

employment office /im'plormont
,pf1s/ noun an office which finds jobs for
people

employment tribunal /im'plormont
trar,bjuinal/ noun a body responsible
for hearing work-related complaints as
specified by statute. The panel hearing
each case consists of a legally qualified
chairperson and two independent lay
people who have experience of employ-

ment issues. Decisions need to be en-
forced by a separate application to the
court. Former name industrial tribunal
empower /im'pavo/ verb to give
someone the power to do something o
The agent is empowered to sell the prop-
erty. o She was empowered by the com-
pany to sign the contract. o A constable
is empowered to arrest a person whom
he suspects of having committed an of-
fence.

emptor /'empto/ » caveat emptor
enact /in'akt/ verb to make a law
enacting clause /in'xktiy klo:z/
noun the first clause in a bill or act, start-
ing with the words ‘be it enacted that’,
which makes the act lawful
enactment /1'nzktmont/ noun 1. the
action of making a law 2. an Act of Par-
liament

enclosure /in'klou3za/ noun 1. a docu-
ment enclosed with a letter 2. the act of
removing land from common use by
putting fences round it
encroachment /in'kraut fmant/
noun illegally taking over someone’s
property little by little

encrypt /in'kript/ verb to take ordi-
nary text and convert it to a series of fig-
ures or letters which make it unable to be
read without a special key

encryption /in'kripfon/ noun the ac-
tion of encrypting text

encumbrance /in'kambrans/ noun a
liability such as a mortgage or charge
which is attached usually to a property or
piece of land

endanger /in'deind3os/ verb to put
someone in danger of being killed or hurt
o endangering railway passengers, en-
dangering life at sea, criminal damage
endangering life notifiable offences
where human life is put at risk
endorse /in'do:s/ verb 1. to agree with
o The court endorsed counsel’s view. 2. o
to endorse a bill, a cheque to sign a bill
or a cheque on the back to make it paya-
ble to someone else 3. to make a note on
a driving licence that the holder has been
convicted of a traffic offence 4. to write
a summary of the contents of a legal doc-
ument on the outside of the folded docu-
ment
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endorsee/ endo:'si:/ noun a person in
whose favour a bill or a cheque is en-
dorsed

endorsement /in'dorsmont/ noun 1.
the act of endorsing 2. a signature on a
document which endorses it 3. a summa-
ry of a legal document noted on the out-
side of the folded document 4. a note on
an insurance policy which adds condi-
tions to the policy 5. a note on a driving
licence to show that the holder has been
convicted of a traffic offence. ¢ totting
up

endorser /in'do:sa/ noun somebody
who endorses a bill or cheque
endowment /in'davmont/ noun a gift
of money to provide a regular income
endowment assurance /in
'‘davmont 9,[uorons/ noun an assur-
ance policy where a sum of money is
paid to the insured person on a specific
date, or to the heirs if he or she dies
endowment mortgage  /in
'‘davmont ;mo:gid3/ noun a mortgage
backed by an endowment policy

end user /end 'ju:za/ noun some-
body who actually uses a product
enforce /in'fois/ verb to make sure
something is done or is obeyed o o en-
force the terms of a contract o to enforce
a debt to make sure a debt is paid
enforceable /in'fa:sab(a)l/ adjective
being possible to enforce
enforcement /in'forsmont/ noun 1.
the process of making sure that some-
thing is obeyed o Enforcement of the
terms of a contract. 2. (in the EU) the
power to force someone to comply with
the law

enforcement notice /in'forsmont
,naut1s/ noun a notice issued by a local
planning authority which outlines the
steps that need to be taken within a spec-
ified time to stop or repair a breach of
planning control

enforcement proceedings /in
[forsmont pra'sitdinz/ plural noun le-
gal proceedings used by the Commission
for ensure that Member States fulfil their
treaty obligations

enfranchisement /i
'freent faizmont/ noun the action of giv-
ing someone a vote

engage /in'geids/ verb 1. o to engage
someone to do something to bind some-
one contractually to do something o The
contract engages the company to pur-
chase minimum annual quantities of
goods. 2. o to be engaged in to be busy
with o He is engaged in work on comput-
ers. o The company is engaged in trade
with Africa.

engross /in'grous/ verb to draw up a
legal document in its final form ready for
signature

engrossment /in'grousmont/ noun
1. drawing up of a legal document in its
final form 2. a legal document in its final
form

engrossment paper /in'grovsmant
Jpeipa/ noun a thick heavy paper on
which court documents are engrossed
enjoin /in'd3oin/ verb to order some-
one to do something

enjoyment /in'dzommont/ noun o
quiet enjoyment of land right of an oc-
cupier to occupy a property under a ten-
ancy without anyone interfering with
that right

enquire /ip'kwaro/, enquiry another
spelling of inquire

entail /in'te1l/ noun an interest in land
where the land is given to another person
and the heirs of his or her body, but re-
verts to the donor when the donee and
heirs have all died. ; fee tail

entente /opn'tont/ noun an agreement
between two countries or groups, used
especially of the ‘Entente Cordiale’ be-
tween Britain and France in 1904

enter /'enta/ ¢ to enter into 1. to begin
to do something o to enter into relations
with someone 2. to agree to do some-
thing o fo enter into negotiations with a
foreign government o to enter into a
partnership with a friend o to enter into
an agreement or a contract

entering /'entoriy/ noun the act of
writing items in a record

entering of appearance /entorip
Qv o'prorons/ noun same as entry of
appearance

entertain / enta'ten/ verb to be ready
to consider a proposal o The judge will
not entertain any proposal from the pros-
ecution to delay the start of the hearing.



entertainment expenses

entertainment expenses /ento
'‘ternmont 1k,spensiz/ plural noun
money spent on giving meals to business
visitors

entice /in'tars/ verb to try to persuade
someone to do something by offering
money o They tried to entice the manag-
ers to join the new company.
enticement /in'tarsmont/ noun the
act of trying to persuade someone to do
something, especially trying to persuade
an employee to leave a job or a wife to
leave her husband

entitle /in'tart(o)l/ verb to give some-
one the right to something o he is enti-
tled to four weeks’ holiday he has the
right to take four weeks’ holiday
entitlement /in'tart(o)lmont/ noun
something to which you are entitled
entity /'entiti/ noun something which
exists in law o His private company is a
separate entity.

entrapment /in'trepmont/ noun the
act of enticing someone to commit a
crime so as to be able to arrest him or her,
by someone in authority such as a police
officer (NOTE: It is not a defence in Brit-
ish law, but exists in US law.)
entrenched /in'trentft/ adjective (of
ideas and practices) existing in the
same way for a long time and very diffi-
cult to change o The government’s en-
trenched position on employees’ rights.
entrenched clause /in'trentt
klo:z/ noun a clause in a constitution
which stipulates that it cannot be amend-
ed except by an extraordinary process
entryism /'entri,1z(e)m/ noun a way
of taking control of a political party or
elected body, where extremists join or
are elected and are then able to take con-
trol because they are more numerous or
more active than other members
entryist /'entritst/ adjective referring
to entryism o The party leader con-
demned entryist techniques.

entry of appearance /entri ov o
'‘prorons/ noun the lodging of a docu-
ment in court by the defendant to con-
firm his or her intention to defend an ac-
tion

entry of judgment /entri ov
'‘dzadzmeont/ noun the act of recording

the judgment of a court in the official
records

entry permit /entri pa'mit/ noun a
document allowing someone to enter a
country

entry visa /'entri ,viiza/ noun a visa
allowing someone to enter a country
environmental health /i
,varronment(a)l 'hel6/ noun the health
of the public as a whole
environmental pollution  /in
,varronment(a)l pa'lu:f(a)n/ noun the
polluting of the environment

equalise /'itkwolaiz/, equalize
/'itkwalaiz/ verb to make equal o fo
equalise dividends

equality /i'kwoliti/ noun the condition
where all citizens are equal, have equal
rights and are treated equally by the state
equality of access /1,kwoliti ov
‘eekses/ noun a situation in which every-
one must be given the same opportunities
for education, employment and other ac-
tivities

equality of opportunity /1, kwoliti
Qv ppa'tjuiniti/ noun a situation in
which everyone has the same opportuni-
ties to receive education, employment,
election, etc.

equality of treatment /1, kwoliti ov
'trittmant/ noun 1. a situation in which
everyone receives the same fair treat-
ment in education, at work and in the
community 2. a right of workers who are
nationals of other Member States of the
European Union to be treated equally to
nationals of the country where they work
Equal Opportunities Commis-
sion /itkwol ppo'tjurnitiz ko
.mif(a)n/ noun an official committee set
up to make sure that men and women
have equal chances of employment and
to remove discrimination between the
sexes (NOTE: The US term is Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission.)
equal opportunities programme
/itkwal  ppo'tjuinitiz provgraem/
noun a programme to avoid discrimina-
tion in employment (NOTE: The US term
is affirmative action program.)
equal pay /,itkwal 'per/ noun the situ-
ation in which the same salary is paid for
the same type of work regardless of



establish

whether it is done by, e.g., men or wom-
en

equitable /'ekwitob(o)l/ adjective 1.
fair and just 2. referring to equity

equitable interests /ekwitob(o)l
'intrasts/ plural noun interests in prop-
erty which are recognised separately
from rights given by law

equitable jurisdiction
/,ekwitab(a)l d3zvoris'dikfon/ noun
the power of a court to enforce a person’s
rights

equitable lien /ekwitob(a)l 'liron/
noun aright of someone to hold property
which legally he or she does not own un-
til the owner pays money due

equitable mortgage /.ekwitob(o)l
'mo:g1d3/ noun a mortgage which does
not give the mortgagee a legal estate in
the land mortgaged

equity /'ekwiti/ noun 1. a system of
British law which developed in parallel
with the common law to make the com-
mon law fairer, summarised in the max-
im ‘equity does not suffer a wrong to be
without a remedy’ 2. the right to receive
dividends as part of the profit of a com-
pany in which you own shares

equity of redemption /. ekwiti ov r1
‘dempJon/ noun the right of a mortga-
gor to redeem the estate by paying off the
principal and interest

equivocal /1'’kwivok(e)l/ adjective
not clearly expressed, or ambiguous o
The court took the view that the defend-
ant’s plea was equivocal.

error /'era/ noun a mistake o He made
an error in calculating the total. o The
secretary must have made a typing error.
o errors and omissions excepted words
written on an invoice to show that the
company has no responsibility for mis-
takes in the invoice. Abbreviation e. &
o.e.

error rate /'ers rert/ noun the number
of mistakes per thousand entries or per
page

escalate /'eskaleit/ verb to increase at
a constant rate

escalation of prices / eska'lerf(o)n
Qv praiss/ noun US a constant increase
in prices

escalator clause /'eskolerto klo:z/
noun a clause in a contract allowing for
regular price increases because of in-
creased costs

escape /1'skeip/ verb 1. to get away
from a place of detention o Three prison-
ers escaped by climbing over the wall. 2.
to avoid something that is unpleasant o
He escaped with a reprimand. o They
narrowly escaped prosecution. o We es-
caped the need to reveal sensitive details
publicly. m noun an act of getting away
from a place of detention o to make your
escape to leave or escape from some-
where

escape clause /i'skeip klo:z/ nouna
clause in a contract which allows one of
the parties to avoid carrying out the
terms of the contract under some condi-
tions without penalty

escrow /'eskrou/ noun a deed which
the parties to it deliver to an independent
person who hands it over only when spe-
cific conditions have been fulfilled o in
escrow held in safe keeping by a third
party o document held in escrow docu-
ment given to a third party to keep and to
pass on to someone when, e.g., money
has been paid

escrow account /'eskrou 9 kaunt/
noun US an account where money is
held until something happens such as a
contract being signed or goods being de-
livered

espionage /'espiona:3/ noun the ac-
tivity of spying

Esq. noun 1. sometimes written after
the name of a man instead of using ‘Mr’
2. US sometimes written after the name
of a male or female lawyer » full form
Esquire

essence of contract /es(o)ns ov
'kontraekt/ noun a fundamental term of
a contract. Also called condition of
contract

establish /i'stablif/ verb 1. to set up,
to make or to open something o The com-
pany has established a branch in Aus-
tralia. o The business was established in
Scotland in 1823. u to establish oneself
in business to become successful in a
new business 2. to decide what is correct
or true o The police are trying to estab-
lish his movements on the night of the



established post

murder. o It is an established fact that the
car could not have been used because it
was out of petrol.

established post /i'staeblift poust/
noun a permanent post in the civil serv-
ice or similar organisation

established use /i'steblift juiz/
noun the use of land for a specific pur-
pose which is recognised by a local au-
thority because the land has been used
for this purpose for some time

establishment /1'stablifmont/ noun
o the Establishment powerful and im-
portant people who run the country and
its government

establishment charges n
'steblifmant ,tfa:d31z/ plural noun in
a company’s accounts, the cost of staff
and property

establishment officer n
,staeblifmant 'of1sa/ noun a civil serv-
ant in charge of personnel in a govern-
ment department

estate /1'ste1t/ noun 1. an interest in or
right to hold and occupy land 2. all the
property that is owned by a person, espe-
cially a person who has recently died o
His estate was valued at £100,000 or he
left estate valued at £100,000. o estate
duty, estate tax US tax on property left
by a person now dead

estate agency /i'steit  erdzonsi/
noun an office which arranges for the
sale of property

estate agent /i'stert ,erdzont/ noun
the person in charge of an estate agency

estate duty /i'stert ,dju:ti/ noun US
a tax paid on the property left by a dead
person

estop /o'stop/ verb to stop someone
doing something, e.g. exercising a right
estoppel /1'stop(a)l/ noun a rule of ev-
idence whereby someone is prevented
from denying or asserting a fact in legal
proceedings

estoppel by conduct /1,stop(a)l bar
'kondakt/ noun the rule that no one can
deny things which he or she has done or
failed to do which have had an effect on
other persons’ actions if that person has
acted in a way which relied on the others’
behaviour

estoppel by deed /i,stop(o)l bar
'dird/ noun the rule that a person cannot
deny having done something which is re-
corded in a deed

estoppel of record /1,stop(d)l ov
'reko:d/ noun the rule that a person can-
not reopen a matter which has already
been decided by a court

estovers /1'stouvaz/ plural noun right
of a tenant to take wood and timber from
land which he or she rents

estreat /1'stri:t/ verb to get a copy of a
record of bail or a fine awarded by a
court

estreated recognizance /1 stri:tid
ri'’kngniz(o)ns/ noun recognisance
which is forfeited because the person
making it has not come to court

et al. /et '®l/, et alia phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘and others’ or ‘and oth-
er things’

ethnic /'ebnik/ adjective referring to a
specific nation or race

ethnic group /'ebnik gru:p/ noun a
group of people with the same back-
ground and culture, different from those
of other groups

ethnic minority /,e0nik mar'norti/
noun a group of people of one race in a
country where most people are of anoth-
er race

etiquette /'etiket/ noun the set of
rules governing the way people should
behave, such as the way in which a solic-
itor or barrister behaves towards clients
in court

et seq., et sequentes phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘and the following’
euro /'juarau/ noun the main currency
unit of the European Union, used as local
currency in most Member States since
2002

Euro-constituency /juorou kon
'stitjuensi/ noun a constituency which
elects an MEP to the European Parlia-
ment

Eurocrat /'juoroukraet/ noun a bu-
reaucrat working in the European Union
or the European Parliament (informal)
European Atomic Energy Com-
munity Treaty / juoropi:on o, tomik
.enad3zi ko mjuinati 'trirti/ noun a
treaty established in 1957 to develop nu-



European Parliament

clear energy within the Common Market.
Abbreviation EURATOM

European Commission
/,juarapiron ka'mif(a)n/ noun the main
executive body of the European Union,
made up of members nominated by each
Member State

European Communities
/,juerapiren ka'mjuinitiz/ plural noun
same as European Community
European Community /,juarapi:on
ko'mjuniti/ noun the collective body
formed by the merger in 1967 of the ad-
ministrative networks of the European
Atomic Energy Community, the Europe-
an Coal and Steel Community, and the
European Economic Community. Ab-
breviation EC. Also called European
Communities (NOTE: The Treaty on
European Union made it the official title
of the European Economic Community
(EEC).)
European Convention on Human
Rights /, juoropi:on kon,venf(o)n on
Jhjurmon 'rarts/ noun a convention
signed by all members of the Council of
Europe covering the rights of all its citi-
zens. The key provisions are now incor-
porated by the Human Rights Act 1998,
which came into force in the UK in Oc-
tober 2000.
COMMENT: The convention recognises
property rights, religious rights, the
right of citizens to privacy, the due
process of law, the principle of legal re-
view. Note that the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights does not form
part of English law.
European Council /juarapiron
'kauns(a)l/ noun a group formed by the
heads of government of the Member
States of the European Union. The pres-
ident of the European Council is the head
of the Member State which is currently
president of the Council of Ministers.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with the Council
of the European Union.)
European Court of Human
Rights / juaropiion ko:t ov /hjurmon
'raits/ noun a court considering the
rights of citizens of states which are par-
ties to the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights. o Europe-
an Convention on Human Rights
(NOTE: Its formal name is the European

Court for the Protection of Human
Rights.)

European Court of Justice
/,juarapiran ko:t ov 'd3astis/ noun a
court set up to see that the principles of
law as laid out in the Treaty of Rome are
observed and applied correctly in the Eu-
ropean Union. The court is responsible
for settling disputes relating to European
Community Law, and also acting as a last
Court of Appeal against judgments in in-
dividual Member States. Abbreviation
ECJ. Also called Court of Justice of
the European Communities

COMMENT: The ECJ has 15 judges
and 8 Advocates General; these are
appointed by the governments of
Member States for a period of six
years. The judges come from all the
Member States, and bring with them
the legal traditions of each state. The
court can either meet as a full court, or
in chambers where only two or three
judges are present. The court normally
conducts its business in French,
though if an action is brought before
the court by or against a Member
State, that Member State can choose
the language in which the case will be
heard. The Court can hear actions
against institutions, actions brought ei-
ther by the Commission or by a Mem-
ber State against another Member
State. The Court also acts as Court of
Appeal for appeals from the Court of
First Instance. The court also inter-
prets legislation and as such acts in a
semi-legislative capacity.

European Parliament / juoropion
'‘pa:lomont/ noun the parliament of
members elected in each Member State
of the European Union, representing the
peoples of each Member State

COMMENT: The members of the Euro-
pean Parliament (MEPs) are elected
by constituencies in the 25 Member
States. The number of MEPs per
country depends on the size of the
state they come from: the largest
member state, Germany, has 99
MEPSs, and the smallest, Luxembourg,
has only 6. The European Parliament
has the duty to supervise the working
of the European Commission, and can
if necessary, decide to demand the
resignation of the entire Commission,
although it cannot demand the resig-
nation of an individual commissioner.
The Parliament takes part in making
the legislation of the EU, especially by



European Union

advising on new legislation being pro-

posed by the Commission.
European Union /juoaropiron
'jurnien/ noun a group of European na-
tions that form a single economic com-
munity and have agreed on social and
political cooperation (NOTE: It was es-
tablished by the Treaty on European
Union in 1992 and increased to 25
members in 2004.)

euthanasia /,ju:0a'neizia/ noun the
act of killing a very sick or very old per-
son to end to his or her suffering

evade /i'verd/ verb to try to avoid
something o to evade tax to try illegally
to avoid paying tax

evasion /1'ver3(o)n/ noun 1. the prac-
tice of avoiding something that you
should do 2. something said in order to
hide the truth o His account was full of
lies and evasions.

evasive /1'versiv/ adjective trying to
avoid o to give evasive answers to try to
avoid answering questions directly

evict /1'vikt/ verb to force someone, es-
pecially a tenant to leave a property o All
the tenants were evicted by the new land-
lords.

eviction /1'vikfon/ noun the act of
forcing someone, especially a tenant, to
leave a property

evidence /'evid(a)ns/ noun a written
or spoken statement of facts which helps
to prove or disprove something at a trial
o All the evidence points to arson. o the
secretary gave evidence against her
former employer the secretary was a
witness, and her statement suggested that
her former employer was guilty o to
plant evidence to put items at the scene
of a crime after the crime has taken
place, so that a person is incriminated
and can be arrested o to turn Queen’s
evidence, to turn state’s evidence US to
confess to a crime and then act as witness
against the other criminals involved, in
the hope of getting a lighter sentence m
verb to show o the lack of good will, as
evidenced by the defendant’s behaviour
in the witness stand

evidence in chief /evid(e)ns 1n
't[i:f/ noun the questioning of a witness
by the party who called them. Opposite

cross-examination (NOTE: The oppo-
site is cross-examination.)

ex /eks/ noun a former married or un-
married partner o still in contact with her
ex m preposition out of, or from m prefix
1. former o an ex-convict o She claimed
maintenance from her ex-husband. 2.
not, or without

examination /1g,zemi'nerf(a)n/
noun 1. the process of asking someone
questions to find out facts, e.g. the ques-
tioning of a prisoner by a magistrate. o
cross-examination 2. an act looking at
something very carefully to see if it is ac-
ceptable

examination in chief /ig,zem1
‘ne1f(o)n m t[i:f/ noun same as direct
examination

examine /ig'zemin/ verb to look at
someone or something very carefully to
see if it can be accepted o The customs
officials asked to examine the inside of
the car. o The police are examining the
papers from the managing director’s
safe.

examining justice /ig,zemmo
'd3ast1s/ noun a magistrate who hears a
case when it is presented for the first
time, and decides if there should be a
prosecution

excepted /ik'septid/ adverb not in-
cluding

excepted persons /ik,septid
'p3is(o)ns/ plural noun types of employ-
ees listed in an insurance policy as not
being covered by the insurance

exception /ik'sepfan/ noun 1. some-
thing which is not included with others o
All the accused were acquitted with the
exception of Jones who was sent to pris-
on for three months. 2. an objection
raised to the ruling of a judge o to take
exception to something to object to
something, to protest against something
o Counsel for the defence took exception
to the witness’ remarks. o He has taken
exception to the reports of the trial in the
newspapers.

exceptional items /ik,sepfon(o)l
'artomz/ plural noun items in a balance
sheet which do not appear there each
year



exclusion

excess /ik'ses/ noun 1. the amount
which is more than what is allowed o ex-
cess alcohol in the blood more alcohol
in the blood than a driver is permitted to
have o in excess of above, more than o
quantities in excess of twenty-five kilos
2. the amount to be paid by the insured as
part of any claim made under the terms
of an insurance policy o She has to pay a
£50 excess, and the damage came to over
£1,000.

excess fare /'ckses fea/ noun an ex-
tra fare to be paid in some circumstances
such as when travelling first class on a
train with a second class ticket

excess of jurisdiction /ik ses ov
,dzvoaris'dik[on/ noun a case where a
judge or magistrate has exceeded his or
her powers

excess profits / ekses 'profits/ plu-
ral noun profits which are more than is
considered to be normal

excess profits tax /ekses 'profits
teks/ noun a tax on profits which are
higher than what is thought to be normal

exchange /iks'tfeinds/ noun o rate
of exchange, exchange rate price at
which one currency is exchanged for an-
other m verb 1. o to exchange an article
for another to give one thing in place of
something else 2. o to exchange con-
tracts to hand over a contract when buy-
ing or selling a property (done by both
buyer and seller at the same time)

exchange controls /iks't[eind3
kan,trovlz/ plural noun government re-
strictions on changing the local currency
into foreign currency o The government
imposed exchange controls to stop the
rush to buy dollars.

Exchange Equalization Account
/iks tfeindz  itkwolar'zerf(e)n o
kaont/ noun an account with the Bank
of England used by the government
when buying or selling foreign currency
to influence the exchange rate for the
pound

exchange of contracts /iks
tJemnd3 oav 'kontrakts/ noun a point
in the conveyance of a property when the
solicitors for the buyer and seller hand
over the contract of sale which then be-
comes binding

exchange premium /iks'tfeind3
,pritmiom/ noun an extra cost above the
normal rate for buying foreign currency
o The dollar is at a premium.

exchanger /iks'tfeind3s/ noun
somebody who buys and sells foreign
currency

exchange transaction /iks't [eind3
treen,zaekfan/ noun the purchase or sale
of foreign currency

Exchequer /iks't feka/ noun a fund of
all the money received by the govern-
ment of the UK from taxes and other rev-
enues. » Chancellor

excise /ik'saiz/ verb to cut out o The
chairman ordered the remarks to be ex-
cised from the official record.

excise duty /'eksaiz ,dju:ti/, excise
tax /'tksaiz teks/ noun a tax on the sale
of goods such as alcohol and petrol
which are produced in the country, or a
tax on imports where the duty was not
paid on entry into the country

exciseman /'eksaizman/  noun
somebody who works in the Excise De-
partment

exclude /ik'sklu:d/ verb 1. to keep
something out, or not include something
o The right to enter can be excluded to a
EU citizen on the grounds of danger to
public health or safety. 2. to remove
someone from a group o He complained
about being excluded from the short list.
3. to officially tell a student that they
cannot attend a school, either temporari-
ly or permanently, because of very bad
behaviour

excluding /ik'sklu:dig/ preposition
not including o The regulations apply to
members of the public, excluding those
serving in the emergency services. o not
excluding including o Government serv-
ants, not excluding judges, are covered
by the Bill.

exclusion /ik'sklu:z(a)n/ noun 1.
something which is not included 2. a sit-
uation where someone is prevented from
entering or taking part in something o to
the exclusion of not including, without
including 3. the situation where a student
is officially prevented from attending
school, either temporarily or permanent-
ly, because of very bad behaviour o to



exclusion clause

the exclusion of focusing only on one
particular thing or person and ignoring
anything or anyone else o His wife com-
plained he had spent all his time working
to the exclusion of family life.
exclusion clause /ik'sklu:3(o)n
klo:z/ noun a clause in an insurance pol-
icy or contract which says which items
are not covered by the policy and gives
details of circumstances in which the in-
surance company will refuse to pay
exclusion order /ik sklu:z(o)n
'o:do/ noun formerly, a court order in
matrimonial proceedings which stopped
a wife or husband from going into the
matrimonial home (NOTE: It is now re-
placed by an ‘occupation order’.)
exclusion zone /ik'sklu:3n ,zoun/
noun an area, usually an area of sea near
a country, which the military forces of
other countries are not allowed to enter
exclusive /ik'sklu:siv/ adjective 1. o
exclusive right to market a product
right to be the only person to market the
product 2. o exclusive of not including
exclusive agreement /ik, sklu:siv o
'gritmont/ noun an agreement where a
person or firm is made sole agent for a
product in a market

exclusive licence /ik,sklu:siv
'lars(e)ns/ noun a licence where the li-
censee is the only person to be able to en-
joy the licence

exclusivity /,eksklu:'siviti/ noun the
exclusive right to market a product
ex-con /eks 'kon/ noun same as ex-
convict (informal)

ex-convict /eks 'konvikt/ noun
someone who was imprisoned for a
crime but has served their sentence and
been released

ex-directory number /ecks dar
rektri 'namba/ noun a telephone
number which is not printed in the list of
people having telephone numbers
execute /'eksi kju:t/ verb 1. to carry
out an order 2. to carry out (the terms of
a contract) 3. to seal (a deed) 4. to kill
someone who has been sentenced to
death by a court o He was executed by
firing squad.

executed consideration
/,eksikju:tid kon,sida'reif(a)n/ noun

a consideration where one party has
made a promise in exchange for which
the other party has done something for
him or her

execution /eksr'kju:f(o)n/ noun 1.
the carrying out of a court order or of the
terms of a contract 2. the seizure and sale
of goods belonging to a debtor 3. the kill-
ing of someone who has been sentenced
to death by a court

executioner /.eksi'kju:f(o)na/ noun
somebody who executes people who
have been sentenced to death
executive /ig'zekjutiv/ adjective 1.
putting decisions into action 2. referring
to the branch of government which puts
laws into effect 3. US referring to the
President of the USA as head of govern-
ment m noun a person such as a manager
or director who takes decisions in an or-
ganisation ¢ the Executive US 1. sec-
tion of a government which puts into ef-
fect the laws passed by Parliament 2. the
president

executive clemency /ig,zekjotiv
'klemonsi/ noun US a pardon granted
by the President

executive detention /ig,zekjotiv
di'tenfon/ noun the act of holding sus-
pected terrorists, illegal immigrants, etc.,
in custody for a limited period
executive director /ig,zekjutiv dar
'rekta/ noun a director who actually
works full-time in the company
executive document /ig,zekjotiv
.dokju'ment/ noun US a document
such as a treaty sent by the President of
the USA to the Senate for ratification
executive order /ig,zekjutiv 'ardo/
noun US an order by the president of the
USA or of a state governor

executive power /igzekjotiv
'paud/ nounthe right to act as director or
to put decisions into action

executive privilege /ig,zekjotiv
'‘privilid3/ noun US the privilege of the
President of the USA not to reveal mat-
ters which he or she considers secret

executor /ig'zekjuta/ noun someone
who is appointed by a person making his
or her will who will see that the terms of
the will are carried out o He was named
executor of his brother’s will.
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ex parte

executorship /ig'zekjutafip/ noun
the position of being an executor
executory /ig'zekjut(e)ri/ adjective
still being carried out

executory consideration /ig
zekjut(o)ri kon,sida'rerf(a)n/ noun a
consideration where one party makes a
promise in exchange for a counter-prom-
ise from the other party

exemplary /ig'zemplori/ adjective
being so good that it serves as an exam-
ple to others o Her conduct in the case
was exemplary.

exemplary damages /ig,zemplori
'‘deemi1d3z1z/ plural noun an extra award
of damages which aims to punish the de-
fendant’s actions in addition to compen-
sating the harm done to the claimant

exemplary sentence /ig,zemplori
'sentons/ noun a particularly harsh sen-
tence which aims at deterring others
from committing the same type of crime

exempt /ig'zempt/ adjective 1. not
covered by a law o exempt from tax,
tax-exempt not required to pay tax 2.
not forced to obey a law m verb to free
something from having tax paid on it, or
free someone from having to pay tax o
Non profit-making organisations are ex-
empted from tax. o Food is exempted
from sales tax. o The government ex-
empted trusts from tax.

exempt information /ig,zempt
JInfa'meif(a)n/ noun US information
which may be kept secret from the public
because if it were disclosed it might be
unfair to an individual or harmful to the
authorities o The council resolved that
the press and public be excluded for item
10 as it involved the likely disclosure of
exempt information.

exemption /ig'zempf(a)n/ noun the
act of exempting something from a con-
tract or from a tax o The Commission is
the only body which can grant exemp-
tions from Community competition law. o
exemption from tax, tax exemption the
situation of not being required to pay tax
o as a non profit-making organization
you can claim tax exemption
exemption clause /ig'zemp[(o)n
klo:z/ noun a clause in a contract ex-
empting a party from some liabilities

exempt supplies /ig,zempt so
'‘plaiz/ plural noun sales of goods or
services on which VAT does not have to
be paid

exercise /'eksasaiz/ noun the use of
powers, skills or official rights 0 A court
can give directions to a local authority
as to the exercise of its powers in relation
to children in care. m verb to use or to put
something into practice o to exercise
your discretion to decide on which of
several possible ways to act o The mag-
istrates exercised their discretion and let
the accused off with a suspended sen-
tence. o to exercise an option to carry
out something which you have been giv-
en the power to do o He exercised his op-
tion to acquire sole marketing rights for
the product. o Not many shareholders ex-
ercised their option to buy the new issue
of shares.

ex gratia /,eks 'grei[o/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘as a favour’ o an ex
gratia payment payment made as a gift,
with no obligations

exhibit /1g'zibit/ noun any object
which is shown as evidence to a court
exile /'eksail/ noun 1. the punishment
of being sent to live in another country o
The ten members of the opposition party
were sent into exile. 2. somebody who
has been sent to live in another country
as a punishment m verb to send someone
to live in another country as a punish-
ment o He was exiled for life. o She was
exiled to an island in the North Sea.

ex officio /,eks o'f1fiou/ phrase a Lat-
in phrase meaning ‘because of an office
held’ o The treasurer is ex officio a mem-
ber or an ex officio member of the finance
committee.

exonerate /ig'zonoreit/ verb to re-
move any blame from a person previous-
ly accused of an offence o The judge ex-
onerated the driver from all responsibil-
ity for the accident.

exoneration /ig,zono're1f(o)n/ noun
the act of exonerating

ex parte /.eks 'pa:ti/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘on behalf of”, or ‘on the
part of one side only’. an application pur-
sued by one party only. o The wife ap-
plied ex parte for an ouster order against
her husband. (NOTE: It has been re-



expatriate

placed by the term ‘without notice’.) o
an ex parte application an application
made to a court where only one side is
represented and no notice is given to the
other side (often where the application is
for an injunction). » inter partes

expatriate /eks'petriot/ noun some-
body who lives abroad o There is a large
expatriate community or a large commu-
nity of expatriates in Geneva. m verb to
force someone to leave the country
where he or she is living

expatriation /eks,paetri'erf(a)n/
noun the act of leaving the country
where you are living

expectancy /ik'spektonsi/, expecta-
tion /,ekspek'terf(a)n/ noun the hope
that you will inherit something

expectation of life /ekspek
'terf(9)n av laif/ noun the number of
years a person is likely to live

expectations /ekspek'teif(o)nz/ »
legitimate expectations

expenditure /ik'spendit o/ noun the
amount of money spent

expense /ik'spens/ noun money spent
o at great expense having spent a lot of
money

expenses /ik'spensiz/ plural noun
money paid for doing something o all ex-
penses paid with all the costs of an activ-
ity paid by someone else o overhead ex-
penses, general expenses, running ex-
penses money spent on the day-to-day
costs of a business o travelling expenses
money spent on travelling and hotels for
business purposes

COMMENT: In the UK, there is a limit to
the amount of money each individual
candidate can spend, so as not to fa-
vour rich candidates against poor
ones. After the election the candidates
and their agents have to make a return
of expenses to show that they have
not overspent. There is no limit to the
spending of the political parties on a
national level, and most of the cam-
paign expenditure is made in this way,
with national TV advertising, adver-
tisements in the national press, etc. In
the USA, the government subsidizes
election expenses by paying an equiv-
alent sum to that raised by each candi-
date. The candidates for the main
elected positions (especially that of

President) have to be rich, or at any

rate to have rich supporters.
expert /'ekspa:t/ noun somebody who
knows a lot about something o an expert
in the field of fingerprints or a finger-
prints expert o The company asked a fi-
nancial expert for advice or asked for ex-
pert financial advice.
expert evidence /,ekspa:t
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence given by an
expert witness
expert’s report /ekspaitz ri'po:t/
noun a report written by an expert, usu-
ally for a court case
expert witness /ekspait 'witnos/
noun a witness who is a specialist in a
subject and is asked to give his or her
opinion on technical matters
expiration /,ekspa'rerf(a)n/ noun the
end of something o expiration of an in-
surance policy o to repay before the ex-
piration of the stated period o on expira-
tion of the lease when the lease comes to
an end
expire /ik'spara/ verb to come to an
end o The lease expires in 2010. o his
passport has expired his passport is no
longer valid
expiry /ik'sparori/ noun the end of
something o expiry of an insurance poli-
cy
expiry date /ik'sparari deit/ noun 1.
the date when something will end, such
as the last date for exercising an option 2.
the last date on which a credit card can be
used
explicit /1k'splisit/ adjective which is
clearly stated o His explicit intention was
to leave his house to his wife.
explicitly /ek'splisitli/ adverb in a
clear way o The contract explicitly pro-
hibits sale of the goods in Europe.
export noun /'ekspo:t/ the sending of
goods to a foreign country to be sold m
verb /1k'spo:t/ to send goods abroad to
be sold o Most of the company’s products
are exported to the USA.
export licence /'ekspo:t ,lais(o)ns/
noun a permit which allows a company
to send products abroad to be sold
export permit /'ekspoit pammit/
noun an official document which allows
goods to be exported



extra-authority payments

export trade /'ekspo:t trerd/ noun
the business of selling to other countries
ex post facto /eks poust 'faktou/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘after the
event’

exposure /ik'spau3a/ noun the act of
showing something which was hidden o
The report’s exposure of corruption in
the police force.

expressio unius est exclusio al-
terius /ik spresiov ,uinios est 1ks
klu:iziou o:l'terios/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘the mention that one
thing is included implies that another
thing is excluded’

expressly /ik'spresli/ adverb clearly
in words o The contract expressly forbids
sales to the United States. o The fran-
chisee is expressly forbidden to sell
goods other than those supplied by the
franchiser.

express malice /ik,spres 'melis/
noun US the intention to kill someone
express term /ik'spres t3:m/ noun a
term in a contract which is agreed by
both parties and clearly stated, i.e. either
written or spoken. Compare implied
term

expropriation /iks,proupri‘erf(a)n/
noun 1. the action of the state in taking
private property for public use without
paying compensation 2. US the action of
the state in taking private property for
public use and paying compensation to
the former owner (NOTE: The British
equivalent is compulsory purchase.)
expunge /ik'spand3/ verb to remove
information from a record o Inadmissi-
ble hearsay evidence was expunged from
the report.

extended credit /1k,stendid 'kredit/
noun credit allowing the borrower a
longer time to pay

extended family  /ik stendid
'fem(a)li/ noun a group of related peo-
ple, including distant relatives and close
friends

extended sentence /ik stendid
'sentons/ noun a sentence which is
made longer than usual because the
criminal is likely to repeat the offence o
He was sentenced to five years imprison-
ment, extended.

extension /ik'stenfon/ noun the act
of allowing more time for an activity o
an extension of credit an allowance of
more time to pay back money that is
owed o extension of a contract a further
period of time after a contract has fin-
ished o extension of time an allowance
by court of more time in which to do or
complete something o the defendant ap-
plied for an extension of time in which to
serve her defence

extenuating circumstances /ik
,stenjuertiy 's3tkomstonsiz/ plural
noun factors which excuse a crime in
some way

extenuation /ik, stenju'erf(a)n/ noun
o in extenuation of something in order
to excuse something o Counsel pleaded
the accused’s age in extenuation of his
actions.

external audit /ik sts:n(o)l 'o:dit/
noun an audit carried out by an inde-
pendent auditor

external auditor  /ik st3:mn(o)l
'a:dite/ noun an independent person
who audits the company’s accounts
extinguishment /ik'stiggwifmont/
noun the act of cancelling a right or a
power, especially the right to sue for
non-payment once payment has been
made

extort /ik'stort/ verb to get money,
promises or a confession from someone
by using threats o He extorted £20,000
from local shopkeepers.

extortion /ik'sto:f(a)n/ noun the ac-
tivity of getting money by threats
extortionate credit bargain /ik
storf(e)nat 'kredit ba:gin/ noun a
transaction whereby money is lent at a
very high rate of interest, thereby render-
ing the transaction illegal

extortionist /ik'sto:f(a)nist/ noun
someone who extorts money from peo-
ple

extortion racket /ik,sto:f(o)n
‘reekit/ noun a racket to make money by
threatening people

extra- /ekstra/ prefix outside
extra-authority payments / ekstroa
o1,0priti 'permants/ noun payments
made to another authority for services
provided by that authority



extract

extract noun /'ekstrakt/ a printed
document which is part of a larger docu-
ment o The solicitor sent an extract of
the deeds. m verb /1k'strekt/ to get
something such as information or a
promise from someone by force, threats
or close questioning o The confession
was extracted under torture. o The mag-
istrate extracted an admission from the
witness that she had not seen the acci-
dent.

extradite /'ekstrodait/ verb to bring
an arrested person from another country
to your country because he or she is
wanted for trial for a crime committed in
your country o He was arrested in
France and extradited to stand trial in
Germany.

extradition/ ekstra'dif(o)n/ nounthe
act of extraditing o The USA is seeking
the extradition of the leader of the drug
gang.

extradition treaty /ekstro'dif(o)n
[trirti/ noun an agreement between two
countries that a person arrested in one
country can be sent to the other to stand
trial for a crime committed there

Extraordinary General Meeting
/ik stro:d(e)n(9)ri ,dzen(o)ral 'mistin/
noun a special meeting of shareholders
or members of a club to discuss an im-
portant matter which cannot wait until
the next Annual General Meeting. Ab-
breviation EGM

extraordinary items ik
'strord(e)n(o)ri ,artomz/ plural noun

items in accounts which do not appear
each year and need to be noted

extra-territoriality /,ekstra
terrtorri'zeliti/ noun (of diplomats) be-
ing outside the territory of the country
where you are living, and so not subject
to its laws (used of diplomats)

extra-territorial waters /ekstro
terrtorrial 'wortaz/ plural noun inter-
national waters, outside the jurisdiction
of any one country

extremism /ik'striimiz(o)m/ noun
ideas and practices that favour very
strong action, even including the use of
violence

extremist /ik'strizmist/ nouna person
in favour of very strong, sometimes vio-
lent methods, regarded as unreasonable
by most other people m adjective in fa-
vour of very strong, sometimes violent
methods o extremist political parties

extrinsic evidence /eks,trinsik
'evid(e)ns/ noun evidence used in the
interpretation of a document which is not
found in the document itself. Compare
intrinsic evidence

ex turpi causa non oritur actio
/,eks ,tuopi ,kavzo non ,prito 'ektiov/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘from a
base cause no action can proceed’: it is
not legally possible to enforce an illegal
contract

eye witness /a1 'witnas/ noun a per-
son who saw something such as an acci-
dent or a crime happen o She gave an eye
witness account of the bank hold-up.



face /feis/ verb o to face a charge to
appear in court and be charged with a
crime o He faces three charges relating
to firearms.

facie » prima facie

facsimile /fek'simili/, facsimile
copy /faek,stmili 'kopi/ noun an exact
copy of a document

fact /fekt/ noun something which is
true and real, especially something
which has been proved by evidence in
court o The chairman of the tribunal
asked to see all the facts on the income
tax claim. o in fact, in point of fact real-
ly

faction /'fak[on/ noun a group of peo-
ple within a larger organisation such as a
political party who have different views
or aims from the other members (some-
times as criticism) o Arguments broke
out between different factions at the par-
ty conference. o The Prime Minister has
the support of most factions in the party.
factional /'fak[on(o)l/ adjective re-
ferring to factions o Factional infighting
has weakened the party structure.

facto » de facto, ipso facto
factoring /'faektoriy/ noun the activi-
ty of selling debts to a debt factor
factors of production /fxktoz ov
pra'dakfan/ noun the three things need-
ed to produce a product (land, labour and
capital)

Faculty of Advocates / fak(o)lti ov
‘®dvoukats/ noun the legal body to
which Scottish barristers belong

failing prompt payment /feilip
prompt 'peimont/ phrase if the pay-
ment is not made on time

failure to appear /feiljo to o'pro/
noun a failure to come to court when ex-

F

pected (NOTE: The case may continue in
the absence of one of the parties, but
not of both.)

fair /fea/ adjective honest or correct

fair comment / fes 'koment/ noun a
defence to a charge of defamation on a
matter of public interest asserting that
the statement in question was true, fair
and honestly made

fair copy /,fes 'kopi/ nouna document
which is written or typed with no chang-
es or mistakes

fair dealing /,fes 'di:lig/ noun 1. the
legal buying and selling of shares 2. the
practice of quoting small sections of a
copyright work

fair dismissal /feo dis'mis(e)l/
noun the situation when an employee is
deemed to have been dismissed from
their employment for a lawful reason, i.e.
(1) capability; (2) qualifications or con-
duct; (3) redundancy; (4) illegality; (5)
some other substantial reason (SOSR)

fair price /feo 'prais/ noun a good
price for both buyer and seller

fair rent / feo 'rent/ noun reasonable
rent for a property, bearing in mind the
size and type of property and its situation

fair trade / fes 'trerd/ noun an interna-
tional business system where countries
agree not to charge import duties on
items imported from their trading part-
ners

fair trading / fes 'trerdin/ noun a way
of carrying business which is reasonable
and does not harm the consumer

fair use /,fes 'ju:s/ noun the use which
can be legally made of a quotation from
a copyright text without the permission
of the copyright owner



fair value

fair value / feo 'veelju:/ noun a price
paid by a buyer who knows the value of
what he is buying to a seller who also
knows the value of what he is selling, i.e.
neither is cheating the other

fair wear and tear /feo weor on
'tea/ noun acceptable damage caused by
normal use o The insurance policy cov-
ers most damage, but not fair wear and
tear to the machine.

faith /fe16/ noun o to have faith in
something, someone to believe that
something or a person is good or will
work well o in good faith in an honest
way o he acted in good faith he acted
honestly o he acted in bad faith he acted
dishonestly o to buy something in good
faith to buy something honestly, in the
course of an honest transaction o He
bought the car in good faith, not knowing
it had been stolen.

fake /feik/ noun a copy made for crim-
inal purposes o The shipment came with
fake documentation. m verb to make an
imitation for criminal purposes o They
faked a break-in to make the police be-
lieve the documents had been stolen.

fall /fo:1/ verb 1. to happen on a particu-
lar day or date o The national holiday
falls on a Monday. 2. to become o Her
husband fell ill and couldn’t work. o to
fall due on to become ready to be paid
on a particular date o The bill fell due on
the last day of March. o to fall foul of to
get into trouble with someone, or break
the law o His plan fell foul of the local
authorities. o The venture quickly fell
foul of the law. o to fall under some-
one’s influence or sway to become
strongly influenced by someone else, es-
pecially to do something wrong ¢ fall in
with someone to become associated
with someone, especially someone who
is a bad influence ¢ fall outside not to
belong to a particular area of knowledge
or activity o That question falls outside
my specialist knowledge. ¢ fall within to
belong to a particular area of knowledge
or activity o Does this fall within the
terms of the agreement?

false /fo:ls/ adjective not true or not
correct o to make a false entry in the
record o by or under false pretence(s)
by doing or saying something to trick

someone o he was sent to prison for ob-
taining money by false pretences

false accounting / fo:ls o'kauntiy/
noun the notifiable offence of changing,
destroying or hiding financial records for
money, punishable by up to seven years’
imprisonment

false description of contents
/fails di,skripfon ov kon'tents/ noun
wrongly stating the contents of a packet
to trick customers into buying it

falsehood /'fo:1shud/ noun a deliber-
ately incorrect statement

false imprisonment /fo:ls mm
'priz(a)nmoant/ noun unlawful detain-
ment of an individual which restricts
their right to freedom of movement to
leave an area, rather than actually being
put in prison. Examples are an unlawful
arrest or preventing a person from leav-
ing a room.

false positive / fo:ls 'pozitiv/ noun
an incorrect result occurring when data
about a person is matched against a
checklist, e.g. when a passenger profile
is matched against a list of suspected ter-
rorists

false representation /foils
reprizen'teif(o)n/ noun US the of-
fence of making a wrong statement
which misleads someone

false weight /fo:ls 'weit/ noun a
weight on shop scales which is wrong
and so cheats customers

falsification of accounts /fo:lsif1
keif(o)n ov o'kavunts/ noun the action
of making false entries in a record or of
destroying a record

falsify /'fo:lsifar/ verb to change some-
thing to make it wrong o to falsify ac-
counts to change or destroy a record
family /'fam(a)li/ noun 1. a group of
people who are related by birth or mar-
riage 2. a group of organised Mafia
gangsters (slang)

family company /"fem(a)li
Jkamp(o)ni/ noun a company where
most of the shares are owned by mem-
bers of the same family

Family Division /fem()li dr
'vi3(9)n/ noun one of the three divisions
of the High Court which deals with di-



feme sole

vorce cases and cases involving parents
and children

family law /'feem(o)li 101/ noun law re-
lating to families or to the rights and du-
ties of the members of a family

family life /'fem(o)li laif/ noun a
qualified right to family life. Interference
is allowed on the grounds of legitimate
public interest but must be proportionate.
It is found in Article 8 of the European
Convention of Human Rights and was
introduced into UK law by the Human
Rights Act 1998. » emergency protec-
tion order, threshold criteria

fast track /'fa:st traek/ noun a case
management system normally applied to
civil cases involving sums between
£5000 and £15,000
COMMENT: The timetable for the fast
track is given in the directions for the
case. A typical timetable starts from
the date of the notice of allocation, and
gives four weeks to disclosure, 10
weeks for the exchange of experts’ re-
ports, 20 weeks for the court to send
out listing questionnaires and 30
weeks to the hearing; the trial must not
last more than one day, and such is-
sues as liability and quantum may be
decided separately.
fast-track /fa:st 'treek/ adjective
moving forward at a faster rate o There is
a new fast-track procedure for hearing
claims.

fatal /feit(o)l/ adjective causing a
death o He took a fatal dose of drugs. o
There were six fatal accidents in the first
week of the year.

FBI /efbi:'a1/ abbreviation Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation

feasant » damage feasant

feasibility / fi:za'biliti/ noun the abil-
ity to be done

feasibility study / fi:zo'biliti stadi/
noun research done to see if something
which has been planned is a good idea o
The council asked the planning depart-
ment to comment on the feasibility of the
project. o The department has produced
a feasibility report on the development
project.

feasibility test /fiizo'biliti test/
noun atest to see if something is possible

feasible /'fi:zib(o)l/ adjective possible
o The Planning Department says it is not
feasible to produce draft plans at this
stage.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
/fed(@)ral bjuorou ov In,vestl
‘ge1f(a)n/ noun US the section of the
US Department of Justice which investi-
gates crimes against federal law and sub-
versive acts in the USA. Abbreviation
FBI

federal court/'fed(o)ral ko:t/, feder-
al laws /'fed(o)ral lo:s/ noun US the
court or laws of the USA, as opposed to
state courts or state laws

Federal Reserve Bank /fed(o)ral
ri'z3:v bepk/ noun US one of the
twelve central banks in the USA which
are owned by the state and directed by
the Federal Reserve Board

Federal Reserve Board / fed(o)ral
r1'z3:v bo:d/ noun US a government or-
ganisation which runs the central banks
in the USA

fee /fix/ noun 1. the money paid for
work carried out by a professional person
such as an accountant, doctor or lawyer o
a barrister’s fees o We charge a small fee
for our services. 2. the money paid for
something o entrance fee or admission
fee o registration fee 3. ownership of
land which may be inherited

fee simple /fi: 'simpoal/ noun free-
hold ownership of land with no restric-
tions to it o to hold an estate in fee simple
fee tail /'fi: te1l/ noun a legal interest in
land which is passed on to the owner’s
direct descendants, and which cannot be
passed to anyone else (NOTE: The crea-
tion of these interests is no longer pos-
sible.)

felonious /fa'lounias/ adjective crim-
inal o He carried out a felonious act.
felony /'feloni/ noun an old term for a
serious crime o fo commit a felony
(NOTE: still used in the expression trea-
son felony)

feme covert /,fem 'kouvat/ phrase a
French phrase meaning ‘married wom-

5

an

feme sole /fem 'soul/ phrase a
French phrase meaning ‘unmarried
woman’
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fence /fens/ noun somebody who re-
ceives and sells stolen goods (informal) m
verb to receive stolen goods to sell
feudal society /,fju:d(o)l so'sarati/
noun a society where each class or level
has a duty to serve the class above it
fiat /'fizeet/ noun an agreement, e.g. of
the Attorney-General, to bring a prose-
cution

fiat justitia / fireet d3zas'tisio/ phrase
a Latin phrase meaning ‘let justice be
done’

fiat money /'fizeet ;mani/ noun coins
or notes which are not worth much as pa-
per or metal, but are said by the govern-
ment to have a value

fiction of law /fikfon ov 'lo:/ noun
the act of assuming something to be true,
even if it is not proved to be so, which is
a procedural device of courts to avoid
problems caused by statute

fictitious /fik'tifos/ adjective not ex-
isting, and sometimes intended to de-
ceive people

fictitious assets /fik tifas 'esets/
plural noun assets which do not really
exist, but are entered as assets to balance
the accounts

fide » bona fide purchaser, bona
fides

fiduciary /fi'dju:[jori/ adjective act-
ing as trustee for someone else, or being
in a position of trust o A company direc-
tor owes a fiduciary duty to the company.
o to act in a fiduciary capacity to act as
a trustee m noun a trustee

fieri facias /,fairar 'feifises/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘make it happen’

fi. fa. abbreviation fieri facias
FIFO abbreviation first in first out

Fifth Amendment /fif6 o
‘mendmant/ noun US an amendment to
the constitution of the USA, which says
that no person can be forced to give evi-
dence which might incriminate himself
or herself o to plead the Fifth Amend-
ment, to take the Fifth Amendment to
refuse to give evidence to a court, tribu-
nal or committee, because the evidence
might incriminate you

file /fail/ noun 1. documents kept for
reference, either on paper or as data on a

computer, such as information on staff
salaries, address list, customer accounts
o The police keep a file of missing vehi-
cles. o Look up her description in the
missing persons’ file. o to place some-
thing on file to keep a record of some-
thing o to keep someone’s name on file
to keep someone’s name on a list for ref-
erence 2. a cardboard holder for docu-
ments, which can fit in the drawer of a
filing cabinet o Put these letters in the
unsolved cases file. o Look in the file
marked ‘Scottish police forces’. m verb1.
o to file documents to put documents in
order so that they can be found easily 2.
to make an official request o to file a pe-
tition in bankruptcy to ask officially to
be made bankrupt, to ask officially for
someone else to be made bankrupt 3. to
send a document to court o When a de-
fendant is served with particulars of
claim he can file a defence. o the de-
fence must be filed and served in seven
days the defence must be sent to court
and to the other party within seven days
4. to register something officially o to file
an application for a patent o to file a re-
turn to the tax office

file copy /'fail kopi/ noun a copy of a
document which is filed in an office for
reference

filing /'fatlig/ noun the delivery of a le-
gal document to the court office by hand,
post, fax, etc.

filing basket /'failig ,ba:skit/ nouna
container kept on a desk for documents
which have to be filed

filing card /'failig ka:d/ noun a card
with information written on it, used to
classify information into the correct or-
der

filing clerk /'failig kla:k/ noun a clerk
who files documents

final date for payment /famn(s)l
dert fo 'permant/ noun the last date by
which payment should be made

final demand /fain(s)l di'ma:nd/
noun the last reminder from a supplier,
after which he or she will sue for pay-
ment

final discharge / famn(o)l dis'tfa:dz/
noun the final payment of what is left of
a debt
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final dividend / fain(o)l 'dividend/
noun a dividend paid at the end of a year

final hearing /,fain(o)l 'hiariy/ noun
the actual hearing of a case in the small
claims track, which aims at being infor-
mal and rapid

final judgment / fam(a)l
'dzad3zmont/ noun a judgment which is
awarded at the end of an action after trial.
Compare interlocutory judgment

Finance Act /'fainans akt/ noun an
annual Act of the British Parliament
which gives the government power to
raise taxes as proposed in the budget
(NOTE: Use under when referring to an
Act of Parliament: a creditor seeking a
receiving order under the Bankruptcy
Act, She does not qualify under section
2 of the 1979 Act.)

Finance Bill and Finance Act
/famans bil an 'famnzns ,&kt/ noun
an annual Bill and Act of Parliament
which gives the Government the power
to raise taxes to produce money for the
Exchequer, and which then can be spent
as proposed in the Budget

finance charge /famens tfa:dz/
noun 1. the cost of borrowing money 2.
an additional charge made to a customer
who asks for extended credit

finance company /'famens
.kamp(9)ni/ noun a company which
provides money for hire-purchase

finance corporation /famens
korpareif(a)n/ noun a company which
provides money for hire purchase

Finance Minister /faimnaens
'minista/ noun a government minister
responsible for finance (both taxation
and expenditure)

financial /far'nenfol/ adjective refer-
ring to money or finance o He has a fi-
nancial interest in the company. o to
make financial provision for someone
to arrange for someone to receive money
to live on (by attachment of earnings,
etc.)
COMMENT: In most countries, the gov-
ernment department dealing with fi-
nance is called the Finance Ministry,
with a Finance Minister in charge. Both
in the UK and the USA, the depart-
ment is called the Treasury, and the
minister in charge is the Chancellor of

the Exchequer in the UK, and the

Treasury Secretary in the USA.
financial assistance /fai,nenfal o
'sistons/ noun help in the form of mon-
ey
financial commitments /far
nenfal ko'mrtmonts/ plural noun
money which is owed to someone for
bills or purchases

financial provision order /far
.nenfal pra'viz(o)n ,0:da/ noun an or-
der which, during the course of family
proceedings, is made on or after the
granting of a decree of divorce or annul-
ment, providing for a financial settle-
ment between the parties, or a lump sum
financial relief /fai,nenf(o)l ri'li:f/
noun any or all of the following orders
available during family proceedings:
maintenance pending suit orders, finan-
cial provision orders, property adjust-
ment orders and court orders for mainte-
nance during marriage (NOTE: Mainte-
nance for children of a marriage falls
outside of the jurisdiction of the court
and must be made to the Child Support
Agency directly, the only exception be-
ing when the children of the marriage
have special needs or are adopted.)
financial review /far,nanfal ri'vju:/
noun an examination of an organisa-
tion’s finances

financial statement /farnaenfsl
'stertmont/ noun a document which
shows the financial situation of a compa-
ny at the end of an accounting period and
the transactions which have taken place
during that period. It includes the bal-
ance sheet, the profit and loss account,
etc.

find /faind/ verb 1. to get something
which was not there before o fo find
backing for a project 2. to make a legal
decision in court o The tribunal found
that both parties were at fault. o The
court found the accused guilty on all
charges. o the judge found for the de-
fendant the judge decided that the de-
fendant was right

finder’s fee /'faindosz fii/ noun a fee
paid to a person who finds a client for an-
other

findings /'faindipz/ noun a decision
reached by a court o the findings of a
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commission of enquiry the conclusions
of the commission

fine /famn/ noun a sum of money or-
dered to be paid by a defendant as pun-
ishment on conviction for an offence o
The court sentenced him to pay a
£25,000 fine. o We had to pay a £10
parking fine. o The sentence for danger-
ous driving is a £1,000 fine or two
months in prison. m verb to order a de-
fendant who has been convicted of an of-
fence to pay a sum of money as punish-
ment. The court is must look into the fi-
nancial circumstances of the offender
before fixing the amount of the fine, and
must ensure that it reflects the severity of
the offence committed. o fo fine someone
£2,500 for obtaining money by false pre-
tences

fingerprint /'fingoprint/ noun a mark
left on a surface by fingers, from which a
person may be identified o They found
his fingerprints on the murder weapon. o
The court heard evidence from a finger-
print expert. o to take someone’s finger-
prints to take a copy of a person’s finger-
prints (by printing them with ink on film
or a filing card) so that he or she can be
identified in future m verb to take some-
one’s fingerprints o The police finger-
printed the suspect after charging him.

fingertip search /'figgotip sa:tf/
noun a very careful search of a crime
scene and the surrounding area carried
out by hand in the hope of finding evi-
dence

fire /fara/ noun 1. burning o The ship-
ment was damaged in the fire on board
the cargo boat. o Half the stock was de-
stroyed in the warehouse fire. o to catch
fire to start to burn o The papers in the
waste paper basket caught fire. 2. the act
of shooting o the police opened fire on
the crowd the police started to shoot at
the crowd m verb 1. to shoot a gun o He
fired two shots at the crowd. 2. o to fire
someone to dismiss someone from a job
o The new managing director fired half
the sales force.

firearm /'farora:m/ noun a gun or oth-
er weapon used to shoot

firearms certificate / faroa:mz so
'tiftkat/ noun an official document say-

ing that someone has permission to own
a gun

fire certificate /'faro so,tifikot/ noun
a document from the municipal fire de-
partment to say that a building is proper-
ly protected against fire

fire damage /'faro ,demids/ noun
damage to land caused by a fire

fire-damaged goods  /far
demid3zd 'gudz/ plural noun goods
which have been damaged in a fire

fire door /'fars doi/ noun a special
door to prevent fire going from one part
of a building to another

fire hazard /'faio \haezod/ noun a sit-
uation or materials which could start a
fire o That warehouse full of paper is a
fire hazard.

fire insurance /faror n,fuorans/
noun insurance against damage by fire

fire-proof safe /faro pru:f 'serf/
noun a safe which cannot be harmed by
fire

fire-raiser /'faro ;re1zo/ nouna person
who sets fire to property

fire-raising /'faro ,reizig/ noun the
act of setting fire to property on purpose.
» arson, arsonist

fire regulations /faio regju
'lexf(a)nz/ plural noun local or national
regulations which owners of buildings
used by the public have to obey in order
to be granted a fire certificate

fire safety / faio 'seifti/ noun a set of
safety measures and procedures in case
of fire

fire safety officer /faro 'serfti
,pf1sa/ noun the person responsible for
fire safety in a building

firing squad /'farorig skwod/ noun a
group of soldiers who execute someone
by shooting

firm /f3:m/ noun a partnership or any
other business which is not a company o
a firm of accountants o an important
publishing firm o He is a partner in a law
firm. (NOTE: Firm is often used when re-
ferring to incorporated companies, but
this is not correct.) m verb to remain at a
price and seem likely to go up o The
shares firmed at £1.50.
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firm price / f3:m 'prars/ noun a price
which will not change

First Amendment /faist o
'men(d)mant/ noun US the first amend-
ment to the Constitution of the USA,
guaranteeing freedom of speech and reli-
gion

first degree murder /fs:st di,gri:
'm3:da/ noun US the premeditated and
deliberate killing of a person

first in first out/ fa:st in fa:st 'avt/
noun 1. a redundancy policy, where the
people who have been working longest
are the first to be made redundant 2. an
accounting policy where stock is valued
at the price of the oldest purchases

first offence /fa:st o'fens/ noun
committing an offence for the first time,
which makes it less likely to result in a
prison sentence in the case of summary
offences

first offender /fa:st o'fenda/ noun
somebody who has committed an of-
fence for the first time

first option / fa:st 'opfon/ noun the
right to be the first to have the possibility
of deciding or having something

FISA abbreviation Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act

FISA court noun a US court composed
of a rotating panel of federal judges that
reviews in secret prosecutors’ requests to
tap the phones of suspected spies and ter-
rorists and to carry out searches

fiscal measures /fiskol 'me3zoz/
plural noun tax changes made by a gov-
ernment to improve the working of the
economy

fishing expedition I'fif1p
.ekspidif(a)n/ noun the use of the pre-
hearing disclosure of documents to try to
find other documents belonging to the
defendant which the claimant does not
know about and which might help him
with his claim (informal)

fit /f1t/ adjective physically or mentally
able to do something o The solicitor stat-
ed that his client was not fit to plead.
fitness for purpose /fitnos fo
'p3ipas/ noun an implied contractual
term that goods sold will be of the neces-
sary standard to be used for the purpose
for which they were bought

fittings /'fitipz/ » fixtures and fit-
tings

fixed capital / fikst 'kepit(o)l/ noun
capital in the form of buildings and ma-
chinery

fixed charge /fikst 'tfa:d3/ noun a
charge over a particular asset or property
fixed costs / fikst 'kosts/ plural noun
1. a set amount of money to which a
claimant is entitled in legal proceedings
2. the cost of producing a product, which
does not increase with the amount of
product made, e.g. rent

fixed deposit/ fikst di'pozit/ nouna
deposit which pays a stated interest over
a set period

fixed expenses /fikst 1k'spensiz/
plural noun money which is spent regu-
larly, e.g. rent, electricity, or telephone
costs

fixed income /fikst 'nkam/ noun
an income such as from an annuity which
does not change in amount from year to
year

fixed interest / fikst 'introst/ noun
interest which is paid at a set rate
fixed-interest investments /fikst
JIntrast mn'vestmonts/ plural noun in-
vestments producing an interest which
does not change

fixed-price agreement /fikst 'prars
9,grirmant/ noun an agreement where a
company provides a service or a product
at a price which stays the same for the
whole period of the agreement

fixed rate / fikst 'rert/ noun a charge
which cannot be changed

fixed scale of charges / fikst skeil
ov 'tfaidz1z/ plural noun rate of charg-
ing which cannot be altered

fixed term / fikst 't3:m/ noun a peri-
od which is fixed when a contract is
signed and which cannot be changed af-
terwards

fixture /'fikst [o/ noun an item such as
a sink or lavatory which is permanently
attached to a property and which passes
to a new owner with the property itself
fixtures and fittings / fikst[oz on
'f1tinz/ plural noun objects in a property
which are sold with the property, includ-
ing both objects which are permanently
fixed and those which can be removed
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flag /fleeg/ verb o to flag a ship to give
a ship the right to fly a flag, by register-
ing it. » reflag ¢ to fly a flag 1. to attach
the flag in an obvious position to show
that your ship belongs to a certain coun-
try o ship flying the British flag 2. to act
in a certain way to show that you are
proud of belonging to a certain country
or working for a certain company o ship
flying a flag of convenience o the Trade
Minister has gone to the World Fair to fly
the flag o he is only attending the confer-
ence to fly the flag for the company

flag of convenience /fleg ov kon
'virnions/ noun the flag of a country
which may have no ships of its own but
allows ships of other countries to be reg-
istered in its ports

flagrant /'fleigront/ adjective clear
and obvious o A flagrant case of con-
tempt of court. o A flagrant violation of
human rights.

flagrante » in flagrante delicto

flat rate /flaet 'rert/ noun a charge
which always stays the same o We pay a
flat rate for electricity each quarter. o He
is paid a flat rate of £2 per thousand.

flotsam and jetsam /flotsom on
'dzetsom/ noun rubbish floating in the
water after a ship has been wrecked and
rubbish washed on to the land

flout /flavt/ verb to break or act go
against a rule or the law o By selling al-
cohol to minors, the shop is deliberately
flouting the law.

FO abbreviation Foreign Office
f.o0.b. abbreviation free on board

follow /'folou/ verb to act in accord-
ance with a rule o The court has followed
the precedent set in the 1972 case.

follow-up letter /'folouv Ap leto/
noun a letter sent to someone after a pre-
vious letter or after a visit

foolscap /'fu:lskep/ noun a large size
of writing paper o The letter was on six
sheets of foolscap. o a foolscap envelope
large envelope which takes foolscap pa-
per

forbear /fo:'bea/ verb o to forbear
from doing something not to do some-
thing which you intended to do o He for-
bore from taking any further action.

forbearance /fo:'bearons/ noun an
act of not doing something, such as en-
forcing payment of a debt, which could
have been done

force /fo:s/ noun 1. physical strength or
violence 2. influence or effect o to be in
force to be operating or working o The
rules have been in force since 1946. o to
come into force to start to operate or
work o The new procedures will come
into force on January Ist. o the force of
law, legal force the power of being con-
trolled by law o The new regulations
have the force of law.

forced sale /,fo:st 'seil/ noun a sale
which takes place because a court orders
it or because it is the only way to avoid
insolvency

force majeure /fors ma'33:/ noun
something which happens which is out
of the control of the parties who have
signed a contract, such as a war or a
storm, and which prevents the contract
being fulfilled. ; act of God

forcible /'forsib(a)l/ adjective using
force

forcible entry /foisib(e)l ‘entri/
noun formerly, the criminal offence of
entering a building or land and taking
possession of it by force

forcible feeding /,fo:sib(o)l 'firdig/
noun the act of giving food by force to a
prisoner on hunger strike

foreclose /fo:'klouz/ verb to take pos-
session of a property because the owner
cannot repay money which he or she has
borrowed using the property as security
o to foreclose on a mortgaged property

foreclosure /fo:'klou3o/ noun the act
of foreclosing

foreclosure order absolute /fo:
klouzo 0:da '®bsoluit/ noun a court
order giving the mortgagee full rights to
the property

foreclosure order nisi /fo: klouzo
,o1da 'marsar/ noun a court order which
makes a mortgagor pay outstanding
debts to a mortgagee within a specified
period of time

foreign /'form/ adjective not belong-
ing to one’s own country o Foreign cars
have flooded our market. o We are in-
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creasing our trade with foreign coun-
tries.

foreign currency /forin 'karonsi/
noun the currency of another country

foreign exchange broker /forin
iks'tfeind3 ,brouvka/ noun somebody
who deals on the foreign exchange mar-
ket

foreign exchange dealing /,forin
1ks'tfeind3 di:lig/ noun the activity of
buying and selling foreign currencies

foreign exchange market / forin
iks'tfeind3 ;ma:kit/ noun dealings in
foreign currencies

foreign exchange reserves/,forin
iks'tfeind3 r1,z3:vz/ plural noun for-
eign money held by a government to sup-
port its own currency and pay its debts

foreign exchange transfer /,forin
1ks'tfeind3 trensf3:/ noun the send-
ing of money from one country to anoth-
er

foreign goods / forin 'gudz/ plural
noun goods produced in other countries

foreign investments /forin n
'vestmonts/ plural noun money invest-
ed in other countries

foreign money order /,forin 'mani
,otda/ noun money order in a foreign
currency which is payable to someone
living in a foreign country

Foreign Office /forin ,ofis/, For-
eign and Commonwealth Office
/form an kpmonwel0 'ofis/ noun the
British government department dealing
with relations with other countries
foreign policy / form 'polisi/ noun a
policy followed by a country when deal-
ing with other countries

foreign rights / form 'rartz/ plural
noun legal entitlement to sell something
in a foreign country

Foreign Service /form 's3:vis/
noun a government department responsi-
ble for a country’s representation in other
countries

foreign trade /forin 'trerd/ noun
trade with other countries

foreman of the jury /formon ov 0o
'dzueri/ noun a person elected by the
other jurors, who chairs the meetings of

a jury and pronounces the verdict in
court afterwards

forensic /fo'rensik/ adjective refer-
ring to courts, the law, pleading a case or
punishing crime

forensic medicine /forrensik
'med(a)sin/ noun medical science con-
cerned with solving crimes against peo-
ple

forensic science /fo,rensik 'sarons/
noun science used in solving legal prob-
lems and criminal cases

foresee /fo:'sii/ verb to guess or assess
correctly what is going to happen in the
future (NOTE: foreseeing — foresaw —
has foreseen)

foreseeability /fo: sia'biliti/ noun
the ability of something to be foreseen
foreseeability test /fo: sio'biliti
,test/ noun a test for calculating liability
on the part of a person who should have
foreseen the consequences of his or her
action, especially in cases of negligence
forfeit /'fo:fit/ noun the removal of
something as a punishment o the goods
were declared forfeit the court said that
the goods had to be taken away from
their owner m verb to have something
taken away as a punishment o to forfeit
a deposit to lose a deposit because you
have decided not to buy the item
forfeit clause /'fo:fit klo:z/ noun a
clause in a contract which says that
goods or a deposit will be forfeited if the
contract is not obeyed

forfeiture /'fo:fitfo/ noun the act of
forfeiting a property or a right
forfeiture of shares /fo:fitfo ov
'[eaz/ plural noun losing the right to
shares which a shareholder has not
claimed

forfeiture rule /'fo:fitfo rul/ noun
the unwritten rule that someone who has
unlawfully killed another person should
not benefit from the dead person’s will
forge /fo:d3/ verb to copy something
such as a document or banknote illegally
to use as if it were real o He tried to enter
the country with forged documents. o She
wanted to pay the bill with a forged £10
note.

forgery /'fo:dzari/ noun 1. the crime
of making an illegal copy of something
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such as a document or banknote to use as
if it were real o He was sent to prison for
forgery. 2. an illegal copy o The signa-
ture was proved to be a forgery.
forgery and uttering /,fo:dzori on
‘Atori/ noun a notifiable offence of
forging and then using an official docu-
ment such as a prescription for drugs
fori » lex fori

form /fo:m/ noun an official printed pa-
per with blank spaces which have to be
filled in with information o you have to
fill in form A20 o customs declaration
form o a pad of order forms
forma/'fo:ma/ » pro forma

formal /'fo:m(a)l/ adjective clearly and
legally written o to make a formal appli-
cation o to send a formal order
formality /fo:'meliti/ noun a formal
procedure, thing which has to be done to
obey the law or because it is the custom
o The chairman dispensed with the for-
mality of reading the minutes.

formally /'formoli/ adverb in a formal
way o We have formally applied for
planning permission for the new shop-
ping precinct.

form of words /,fo:m ov 'wa:dz/ plu-
ral noun words correctly laid out for a le-
gal document

forthwith /f5:0'wi16/ adverb immedi-
ately

fortiori » a fortiori

forum /'foirom/ noun a place where
matters are discussed or examined o The
magistrates’ court is not the appropriate
forum for this application.

forward /'forwoad/ adverb 1. o to date
an invoice forward to put a later date
than the present one on an invoice 2. o to
buy forward to buy foreign currency,
gold or commodities before you need
them, in order to be certain of the ex-
change rate o to sell forward to sell for-
eign currency, commodities, etc., for de-
livery at a later date 3. o balance
brought forward, carried forward bal-
ance which is entered in an account at the
end of a period or page and is then taken
to be the starting point of the next period
or page m verb o to forward something
to someone to send something to some-
one o please forward, to be forwarded

words written on an envelope, asking the
person receiving it to send it on to the
person whose name is written on it
foster /'fosta/ verb to look after and
bring up a child who is not your own
foster child /'fosto tfaild/ noun a
child who is cared for by someone other
than its natural or adopted parents
foster home /'fosto haum/ noun a
home where a foster child is brought up
foster parent /fosto 'mado/ noun a
woman or man who looks after a child
and brings it up

foul bill of lading /faul bil ov
'lerdin/ noun a bill of lading which says
that the goods were in bad condition
when received by the shipper

fourth quarter/ fo:0 'kwo:to/ nouna
period of three months from October to
the end of the year o The instalments are
payable at the end of each quarter. o The
first quarter’s rent is payable in advance.
frais » sans frais

frame /fretm/ verb to arrange for some-
one to appear to be guilty (informal) o he
has been framed he is innocent, but the
situation has been arranged in such a way
that he appears guilty

franchise /'frent[aiz/ noun 1. a right
granted to someone to do something, es-
pecially the right to vote in local or gen-
eral elections 2. a licence to trade using a
brand name and paying a royalty for it o
He has bought a printing franchise or a
hot dog franchise. m verb to sell licences
for people to trade using a brand name
and paying a royalty o His sandwich bar
was so successful that he decided to fran-
chise it.

franchisee /frantfar'ziy/
somebody who runs a franchise
franchiser /'frant faiza/ noun some-
body who licenses a franchise
franchising /'frentfaizig/ noun the
act of selling a licence to trade as a fran-
chise o He runs his sandwich chain as a
franchising operation.

franchisor /'frentfaizo/ noun same
as franchiser

franco /'frenkou/ adverb free

frank /freepk/ verb to stamp the date
and postage on a letter

noun
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franking machine /'frepkiy mo
Jiin/ noun a machine which marks the
date and postage on letters so that the
person sending them does not need to use
stamps

fraud /fro:d/ noun 1. harming someone
(by obtaining property or money from
him) after making him believe some-
thing which is not true o He got posses-
sion of the property by fraud. o He was
accused of frauds relating to foreign cur-
rency. o to obtain money by fraud to
obtain money by saying or doing some-
thing to cheat someone 2. the act of de-
ceiving someone in order to make money
o She was convicted of a series of frauds
against insurance companies.

COMMENT: Frauds are divided into

fraud by a director and other fraud.
Fraud Squad /'fro:d skwod/ noun a
department of a police force which deals
with cases of fraud

fraudster /'fro:dsto/ noun a criminal
who obtains money or other advantage
by deceiving someone

fraudulent /'fro:djulont/ adjective
not honest, and aiming to deceive people

fraudulent conveyance
/ fraidjulont kon'verons/ noun an act
of putting a property into someone else’s
possession to avoid it being seized to pay
creditors

fraudulently /'fro:djulentli/ adverb
not honestly o goods imported fraudu-
lently

fraudulent  misrepresentation
/froidjulont  mis,reprizen'terf(a)n/
noun a false statement made to deceive
someone, or persuade someone to enter
into a contract

fraudulent preference
/ fraidjulont 'pref(a)rons/ noun pay-
ment made by an insolvent company to a
particular creditor in preference to other
creditors

fraudulent trading /(fro:djulont
'trerdin/ noun the activity of carrying on
the business of a company, knowing that
the company is insolvent

fraudulent transaction

/froidjulont tren'zak[on/ noun a
transaction which aims to cheat someone

free /fri:/ adjective, adverb 1. not cost-
ing any money o price list sent free on re-
quest o He was given a free ticket to the
exhibition. o The price includes free de-
livery. o Goods are delivered free. o free
of charge with no payment to be made 2.
not in prison o to set someone free to let
someone leave prison o The crowd at-
tacked the police station and set the three
prisoners free. 3. with no restrictions o
free of tax, tax-free with no tax having
to be paid o free of duty, duty-free with
no duty to be paid 4. not occupied o Are
there any tables free in the restaurant? o
The solicitor will be free in a few min-
utes. o The hearing was delayed because
there was no courtroom free. m verb to
release someone from a responsibility or
from prison o Will the new law free own-
ers from responsibility to their tenants? o
The new president freed all political pris-
oners.

free circulation of goods /fri:
s3ikju'lerf(a)n av gudz/ plural noun
movement of goods from one country to
another without import quotas or other
restrictions

free collective bargaining / fri: ko
Jlektrv 'baigmig/ noun negotiations
between employers and workers’ repre-
sentatives over wages and conditions

free competition /fri: kompo
't1f(9)n/ noun the situation of being free
to compete without government interfer-
ence

free currency / fri: 'karonsi/ noun a
currency which a government allows to
be bought or sold without restriction

freedom /'frizxdom/ noun 1. not being
held in custody o The president gave the
accused man his freedom. 2. the ability
to do something without restriction

freedom of assembly / fri:dom ov
9'sembl1/ noun the right of being able to
meet other people in a group without be-
ing afraid of prosecution, provided that
you do not break the law

freedom of association / fri:dom
9v asausi'e1f(9)n/ noun the right of be-
ing able to join together in a group with
other people without being afraid of
prosecution, provided that you do not
break the law
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freedom of information / fri:dom
ov mfa'meif(a)n/ noun allowing citi-
zens access to information which is held
by government departments and other
bodies
freedom of movement/ fri:dom ov
'murvmant/ noun (in the EU) the funda-
mental right of citizens within the EU to
be able to move to other EU countries to
seek work
COMMENT: Freedom of movement has
been extended to three types of peo-
ple who are not economically active:
students, retired people and people
with sufficient private income.
freedom of speech /(fri:dom ov
'spiit [/ noun the right of being able to
say what you want without being afraid
of prosecution, provided that you do not
break the law
freedom of the press / fri:dom ov
39 'pres/ noun the right of being able to
write and publish what you wish in a
newspaper, or on radio or TV, without
being afraid of prosecution, provided
that you do not break the law
freedom of thought, conscience
and religion /frixdom ov  0o:t
kon[ons on r1'lidzan/ noun a qualified
right to belief or religion, subject to lim-
itations which are imposed if it is consid-
ered to be interfering with the public in-
terest. It is found in Article 9 of the Eu-
ropean Convention of Human Rights and
was introduced into UK law by the Hu-
man Rights Act 1998. (NOTE: By con-
trast, the freedom of thought is an ab-
solute right and therefore cannot be re-
stricted, even if it does interfere with the
public interest.)
freehold /'frizhould/ noun the abso-
lute right to hold land or property for an
unlimited time without paying rent
freeholder /'frizhoulda/ noun some-
body who holds a freehold property
freehold property /frithould
propati/ noun property which the own-
er holds in freehold
free movement /fri: 'murvmont/
noun a right for workers from any EU
Member State to enter other Member
States to work, and to remain as workers,
with the same rights as the nationals of
those Member States

free on board / fri: on 'bo:d/ noun
US 1. an international contract whereby
the seller promises to deliver goods on
board ship and notify the buyer of deliv-
ery, and the buyer arranges freight, pays
the shipping cost and takes the risk once
the goods have passed onto the ship 2. a
contract for sale whereby the price in-
cludes all the seller’s costs until the
goods are delivered to a certain place »
abbreviation f.0.b.

free pardon /fri: 'pa:d(e)n/ noun a
pardon given to a convicted person
where both the sentence and conviction
are recorded as void

freeze /fri:z/ verb to order a person not
to move money or sell assets o The court
ordered the company’s bank account to
be frozen.

freezing injunction /friizzip m
'‘d3zagk[on/ noun a court order to freeze
the assets of a defendant or of a person
who has gone overseas or of a company
based overseas to prevent them being
taken out of the country. The injunction
can apply to assets within the jurisdiction
of the court, or on a worldwide basis.
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has replaced Mareva injunction.)

freight charges /'frert tfa:dziz/
plural noun money charged for carrying
goods

fresh pursuit /fref pa'sjuit/ noun
the act of chasing a thief, etc., to get back
what has been stolen

friend /frend/ » litigation friend, next
friend

frisk /frisk/ verb to search someone by
passing your hands over his or her
clothes to see if that person is carrying a
weapon or a package

frivolous complaint / frivoles kom
'‘plemnt/ noun a complaint or action
which is not brought for a serious reason

frolic /'frolik/ noun o frolic of his own
a situation where an employee does dam-
age outside the normal course of em-
ployment, for which his or her employer
cannot be held responsible

front /frant/ noun an organisation or
company which serves to hide criminal
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activity o His ice-cream shop was just a
front for an extortion racket.

front benches/ frant 'bent[1z/ noun
two rows of seats in the House of Com-
mons, facing each other with the table
between them, where Government min-
isters or members of the Opposition
Shadow Cabinet sit o the Government
front bench, the Treasury bench the
seats where the members of the Govern-
ment sit ¢ the front benches 1. the seat
for the Opposition Shadow Cabinet 2.
the Shadow Cabinet

front organisation /'frant
,91gonaizel [(9)n/ noun an organisation
which appears to be neutral, but is in fact
an active supporter of a political party or
is actively engaged in illegal trade

frozen /'frauz(o)n/ » freeze

frozen assets /frouvz(o)n 'esets/
plural noun assets of a company which
cannot be sold because someone has a
claim against them

frustrate /fra'streit/ verb to prevent
something, especially the terms of a con-
tract, being fulfilled

frustration /fra'streif(e)n/ noun a
situation where the terms of a contract
cannot possibly be fulfilled, e.g. when
the contract requires the use of some-
thing which is destroyed

fugitive /'fjuidzitiv/ noun a person
who has done something illegal and is
trying to avoid being found by the police

fugitive offender /fjuidzitiv o
'fenda/ noun somebody running away
from the police who, if he or she is
caught, is sent back to the place where
the offence was committed

fulfil /ful'fil/ verb to do everything
which is promised in a contract o The
company has fulfilled all the terms of the
agreement. (NOTE: The US spelling is
fulfill.)

full costs /,ful 'kosts/ plural noun all
the costs of manufacturing a product, in-
cluding both fixed and variable costs
full cover /,ful 'kava/ noun insurance
against all types of risk

full payment /ful 'petmant/ noun
payment for all money owed

full rate / ful 'rert/ noun full charge,
with no reductions

full repairing lease / ful ri'peariy
Jlizs/ noun alease where the tenant has to
pay for all repairs to the property

full title / ful 'tart(a)l/ noun the com-
plete title of an Act of Parliament

full trial / ful 'traral/ noun a properly
organised trial according to the correct
procedure

functus officio /fanktos o'fifiou/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘no long-
er having power or jurisdiction’ because
the power has been exercised o The jus-
tices’ clerk asserted that the justices
were functi officio. (NOTE: The plural is
functi officio.)

fund /fand/ noun o to convert funds to
one’s own use to use someone else’s
money for yourself

fundamental breach /fando
'ment(a)l briit [/ noun abreach of an es-
sential or basic term of a contract by one
party, entitling the other party to treat the
contract as terminated

funds /fandz/ plural noun money
available for a purpose

fungible goods /'fandzob(a)l gudz/,
fungibles plural noun goods such as
seeds or coins which are measured by
weight or counted

furandi » animus furandi

furnished lettings /,fa:mnift 'letigs/
noun furnished property to let

furniture department / fa:mitfo dr
'pa:tmont/ noun a department in a large
store which sells furniture

furniture depository /'famitfs di
pozit(d)ri/ noun a warechouse where
you can store household furniture

further information /f3:00 ,info
'me1f(a)n/ noun a request made by a
party through the court for another party
to provide more details which will help
clarify the case. The second party may
refuse to respond for various reasons.
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has replaced interrogatories.)
future delivery /fju:tfs di'liv(o)ri/
noun delivery at a later date
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future estate / fju:tfo 1'stert/ noun future interest /fju:tfo 'introst/
an old term for the possession and enjoy- noun an interest in property which will
ment of an estate at some time in the fu- be enjoyed in the future

ture fuzz /faz/ noun the police (slang)



G

gag /geg/ verb to try to stop someone
talking or writing o The government was
accused of using the Official Secrets Act
as a means of gagging the press.

gain /gemn/ verb to get, to obtain o He
gained some useful experience working
in a bank. o to gain control of a busi-
ness to buy more than 50% of the shares
so that you can direct the business o to
gain control of a council to win a major-
ity of the seats

gainful employment / gemnf(a)l 1m
'ploimont/ noun employment for which
someone is paid

gainfully employed /'gemnf(a)li/ ad-
jective having regular paid work
gallery /'gzlori/ noun the seats above
and around the benches in the House of
Commons and House of Lords, where
the public and journalists sit o the
Speaker ordered the galleries to be
cleared the Speaker asked for all visitors
to leave the Chamber

gallows /'galouz/ plural noun wooden
support from which criminals are execut-
ed by hanging

game licence /gemm ‘'lais(o)ns/
noun an official permit which allows
someone to sell game

game of chance /,geim ov 't[:ans/
noun a game such as roulette where the
result depends on luck

gaming licence /'geimip ,lais(o)ns/
noun an official permit which allows
someone or a club to organise games of
chance

gang /gay/ noun a group of criminals
working together o a drugs gang o a
gang of jewel thieves

gangland /'ganland/ noun all gangs
considered as a group o a gangland

murder murder of a gangster by another
gangster

gangster /'gensta/ noun somebody
who is a member of a gang of criminals
o The police shot three gangsters in the
bank raid.

gaol /dzei1l/ noun a prison. » jail m verb
to put someone in prison

gaoler /'dzeils/ noun somebody who
works in a prison or who is in charge of
a prison. » jailer

garden leave clause /'ga:don litv
klo:z/ noun in employment contracts, a
clause which prevents an employee at-
tending the workplace during the course
of the notice period, which can be any-
thing up to a year, during which time
they remain as an employee of the com-
pany and therefore continue to receive a
salary (NOTE: Such a clause is used to
safeguard the trade secrets of a busi-
ness and minimise the effects of a high-
ly skilled worker from leaving their cur-
rent employment to join a rival compa-
ny.)

garnish /'ga:nif/ verb to tell a debtor
to pay his or her debts, not to the creditor,
but to a creditor of the creditor who has a
judgment

garnishee /,ga:ni'fi:/ noun a person
who owes money to a creditor and is or-
dered by a court to pay that money to a
creditor of the creditor, and not to the
original creditor

garnishee order /ga:ni'[i: ,o:do/
noun a court order, making a garnishee
pay money to a creditor who has a judg-
ment

garnishee proceedings /,ga:n1'[i:
pro,sitdinz/ noun a court proceedings
against a debtor leading to a garnishee
order
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gas chamber /'ges tfermba/ nouna
room in which a convicted prisoner is ex-
ecuted by poisonous gas
COMMENT: Used in some states in the
USA.
gavel /'gaev(a)l/ noun a small wooden
hammer used by a chairman of a meeting
to call the meeting to order o The chair-
man banged his gavel on the table and
shouted to the councillors to be quiet.
COMMENT: There is no mace in the
American Senate. Instead, a ceremo-
nial gavel is placed on the Vice-Presi-
dent’s desk when the Senate is in ses-
sion.
gazump /ga'zamp/ verb o he was ga-
zumped his agreement to buy the house
was cancelled because someone offered
more money before exchange of con-
tracts
gazumping /go'zampiy/ noun 1. (of
a buyer) the act of offering more money
for a house than another buyer has done,
so as to be sure of buying it 2. the act of
removing a house from a sale which has
been agreed, so as to accept a higher of-
fer
GBH abbreviation grievous bodily
harm
general amnesty /d3zen(o)ral
'‘@emnasti/ noun a pardon granted to all
prisoners
general damages /dzen(o)ral
'‘demi1d3iz/ plural noun damages
awarded by court to compensate for a
loss which cannot be calculated, e.g. an
injury
general lien / dzen(o)ral 'lizan/ noun
the holding of goods or property until a
debt has been paid
general office /'dzen(o)ral ofis/
noun the main administrative office of a
company
Geneva Convention, Geneva Con-
ventions noun international treaties
signed in Geneva, governing behaviour
of countries at war o The attacking army
was accused of violating the Geneva
Convention.
Geneva Conventions for the Pro-
tection of Victims of War (1949)
noun an international treaty relating to
the treatment of civilians and other non-
combatants

Geneva Conventions on Negoti-
able Instruments (1930) noun an
international treaty relating to interna-
tional bills of exchange, cheques, letters
of credit, etc.

gentleman’s agreement
/'dzent(o)lmonz 9,grimont/, gentle-
men’s agreement US noun a verbal
agreement between two parties who trust
each other (NOTE: A gentleman’s agree-
ment is not usually enforceable by law.)

genuine /'dzenjuin/ adjective true or
real o a genuine Picasso o a genuine
leather purse o the genuine article real
article, not an imitation

genuine dispute /dzenjumn di
'spjuit/ noun a real conflict between
parties o The ECJ refused to hear the ref-
erence because it considered there was
no genuine dispute between the parties.

genuineness /'dzenjuinnas/ noun
the fact of not being an imitation

genuine purchaser /dzenjuin
'p3:tf1sa/ noun someone who is really
interested in buying

geographic profiling /dzi:o grefik
‘provtailing/ noun the science of predict-
ing where a criminal lives, based on
where and when the crimes were com-
mitted, based on the principle that most
crimes are carried out relatively locally
geoprofiling /'d3izou,provfailig/
noun same as geographic profiling
germane /d33:'mein/ adjective refer-
ring to, or relevant to o The argument is
not germane to the motion.

get /get/, gett nouna divorce according
to Jewish religious custom, where the
husband agrees to a divorce which his
wife has requested
gift /gift/ verb to give

COMMENT: A gift is irrevocable.
gift inter vivos / gift to 'virvous/
noun a present given by a living person
to another living person
Gillette defence /dszi'let difens/
noun a defence against a claim for in-
fringement of patent, by which the de-
fendant claims that they were using the
process before it was patented

COMMENT: Called after the case of Gil-
lette v. Anglo American Trading.
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gloss /glps/ noun 1. a note which ex-
plains or gives a meaning to a word or
phrase 2. an interpretation given to a
word or phrase m verb o to gloss over to
cover up a mistake or fault o The report
glosses over the errors made by the offi-
cials in the department.

godfather /'godfa:do/ noun a Mafia
boss (slang)

going equipped for stealing
/,goviy 1,kwipd fo 'stiilin/ noun the
notifiable offence of carrying tools
which could be used for burglary

golden rule /,gould(a)n 'ru:l/ noun a
rule that when interpreting a statute, the
court should interpret the wording of the
statute to give the closest effect to the one
Parliament intended when passing the
law

good behaviour /gud br'hervjo/
noun a way of behaving this is peaceful
and lawful o The magistrates bound him
over to be of good behaviour. o She was
sentenced to four years in prison, but
was released early for good behaviour.

good cause /,gud 'ko:z/ noun a rea-
son which is accepted in law o The court
asked the accused to show good cause
why he should not be sent to prison.
(NOTE: not used with ‘the’)

good consideration /gud kon,sido
're1f(e)n/ noun proper consideration

good faith /,gud 'fe16/ noun general
honesty o in good faith in an honest way
o he acted in good faith he acted honest-
ly o to buy something in good faith to
buy something honestly, in the course of
an honest transaction o He bought the
car in good faith, not knowing that it had
been stolen.

goods /gudz/ plural noun items which
can be moved and are for sale o goods
(held) in bond goods held by the cus-
toms until duty has been paid

goods and chattels /gudz on
't faet(a)lz/ plural noun movable proper-
ty

goods train /'gudz trem/ noun a train
for carrying freight

good title /,gud 'tart(o)l/ noun a title
to a property which gives the owner full
rights of ownership

goodwill /gud'wil/ noun the good rep-
utation of a business and its contacts with
its customers, e.g. the name of the prod-
uct which it sells or its popular appeal to
customers o She paid £10,000 for the
goodwill of the shop and £4,000 for the
stock.
COMMENT: Goodwill can include the
trading reputation, the patents, the
trade names used, the value of a ‘good
site’, etc., and is very difficult to estab-
lish accurately. It is an intangible as-
set, and so is not shown as an asset in
a company’s accounts, unless it fig-
ures as part of the purchase price paid
when acquiring another company.
go to law /,gou to "o/ verb to start le-
gal proceedings about something o We
went to law to try to regain our property.

government contractor
/,gav(o)nmont kon'trekta/ noun a
company which supplies goods or serv-
ices to the government on contract
(NOTE: government can take a singular
or plural verb: The government have
decided to repeal the Act, The govern-
ment feels it is not time to make a state-
ment. Note also that the word govern-
ment is used, especially by officials,
without the article ‘the’: Government
has decided that the plan will be turned
down; The plan is funded by central
government.)

government-controlled
/,gav(e)nmoant kon'trould/ noun ruled
by a government

government economic indica-
tors /gav(o)nmont  itkonpmik
'indikertaz/ plural noun figures which
show how the country’s economy is go-
ing to perform in the short or long term

government-regulated price
/,gav(e)nmont regjulertid 'prars/
noun a price which is imposed by the
government

government stocks /'gav(s)nmont
stokz/ plural noun government securi-
ties

gown /gaun/ noun a long black item of
clothing worn by a lawyer, judge, etc.,
over normal clothes when appearing in
court. ¢ silk

grace /grers/ noun a favour shown by
granting a delay o to give a debtor a pe-



graduated pension scheme

riod of grace, two weeks’ grace to al-
low a debtor two weeks to pay

graduated pension scheme
/,greedzuertid 'penfon skiim/ noun a
pension scheme where the benefit is cal-
culated as a percentage of the salary of
each person in the scheme

graft /gra:ft/ noun the corruption of of-
ficials (informal)

grand jury /,grend 'dzuri/ noun US a
group of 12-24 jurors who meet before a
trial to decide if an indictment should be
issued to start criminal proceedings

grand larceny /grend 'la:s(e)ni/
noun US the theft of goods valued at
more than a specified price

grant /gra:nt/ noun 1. the act of giving
something to someone permanently or
temporarily by a written document,
where the object itself cannot be physi-
cally transferred o The government made
a grant of land to settlers. 2. money giv-
en by the government, local authority or
other organisation to help pay for some-
thing o The institute has a government
grant to cover the cost of the develop-
ment programme. o The local authority
has allocated grants towards the costs of
the scheme. o Many charities give grants
for educational projects. m verb to agree
to give someone something or allow
someone to do something o fo grant
someone permission to build a house or
to leave the country o The local authority
granted the company an interest-free
loan to start up the new factory. o He was
granted parole. o The government grant-
ed an amnesty to all political prisoners.

grant-aided scheme / gra:nt 'erdid
skitm/ noun a scheme which is backed
by funds from the government

grantee /gra:n'ti:/ noun somebody
who is assigned an interest in a property
or who receives a grant

grant-in-aid /,gra:nt m 'erd/ noun
money given by central government to
local government to help pay for a
project

grant of letters of administration
/graimnt ov \letoz ov odmini
'stre1f(9)n/ noun the giving of docu-
ments to administrators to enable them to

administer the estate of a dead person
who has not made a will

grant of probate /gramnt ov
'‘proubert/ noun an official document
proving that a will is genuine, given to
the executors so that they can act on the
terms of the will

grantor /gra:n'to:/ noun a person who
assigns an interest in a property, espe-
cially to a lender, or who makes a grant
grass /grais/ noun a criminal who
gives information to the police about oth-
er criminals. () supergrass m verb o to
grass on someone to give information to
the police about someone

grass roots / gra:s 'ruits/ noun the
ordinary members of society or of a po-
litical party o What is the grass-roots re-
action to the constitutional changes? o
The party has considerable support at
grass-roots level. o The Chairman has
no grass-root support.

grata » persona non grata

gratia » ex gratia

gratis /'gra:tis/ adverb not costing an-
ything, or without paying anything o We
got into the exhibition gratis.
gratuitous /gra'tju:itos/ adjective 1.
without justifiable cause o scenes con-
taining gratuitous sex and violence 2.
without money being offered
gratuitous promise /grotjuiitos
'promis/ noun a promise that cannot be
enforced because no money has been in-
volved

Gray’s Inn/,greiz 'in/ nounone of the
four Inns of Court in London

Great Seal / greit 'si:l/ noun a seal
kept by the Lord Chancellor, used for
sealing important public documents on
behalf of the Queen

Green Book /,gri:n 'buk/ noun the
book of procedural rules of the County
Courts

green card / gri:n 'ka:d/ noun a reg-
istration card for a non-US citizen going
to live permanently in the USA

green form /'gri:n form/ noun for-
merly, the form upon which an applica-
tion for both legal advice and financial
assistance (legal aid) could be made o
the green form scheme a scheme where
a solicitor will give advice to someone
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free of charge or at a reduced rate, if the
client has filled in the green form
Green Paper /,gri:n 'peipa/ noun a
report from the British government on
proposals for a new law to be discussed
in Parliament

grievance /'gri:v(o)ns/ noun a com-
plaint made by an employee to the em-
ployers

grievous bodily harm /griives
,bodili 'haim/ noun the crime of caus-
ing serious physical injury to someone.
Abbreviation GBH

gross /grous/ adjective 1. (of a sum of
money) without deductions 2. serious
gross earnings /,grous 'sinipz/
noun total earnings before tax and other
deductions

gross indecency /grous In
'dizs(e)nsi/ noun a crime entailing un-
lawful sexual contact between men or
with a child, which falls short of full sex-
ual intercourse

gross negligence /,graus
'neglidzons/ noun the act showing very
serious neglect of duty towards other
people

gross receipts /,grous ri'si:ts/ plural
noun total amount of money received be-
fore expenses are deducted

gross weight / grous 'wert/ noun the
weight of both the container and its con-
tents

ground landlord /'gravnd
Jlendlo:d/ noun a person or company
which owns the freehold of a property
which is then leased and subleased
ground lease /'graund lizs/ noun the
first lease on a freehold building
ground rent /'graund rent/ noun rent
paid by a lessee to the ground landlord
grounds /grauvndz/ plural noun basic
reasons o Does he have good grounds for
complaint? o There are no grounds on
which we can be sued. o What are the
grounds for the claim for damages?
(NOTE: can be used in the singular if
only one reason exists: The judge re-
fused the application on the ground that
he had discretion to remove the hear-
say evidence from the report.)
guarantee / gxron'ti:/ noun 1. a legal
document which promises that an item

purchased is of good quality and will
work properly o certificate of guarantee
or guarantee certificate o The guarantee
lasts for two years. o The dishwasher is
sold with a two-year guarantee. o the
car is still under guarantee the car is
still covered by the maker’s certificate of
guarantee 2. a promise made by someone
that they will do something such as pay
another person’s debts if the other person
fails to do it. Compare indemnity
(NOTE: In English law, a guarantee must
usually be in writing; the person making
a guarantee is secondarily liable if the
person who is primarily liable defaults.)
3. something given as a security o fo
leave share certificates as a guarantee m
verb to give a promise that something
will happen o to guarantee a debt to
promise that you will pay a debt incurred
by someone else if that person fails to
pay it o to guarantee an associated
company to promise that an associate
company will pay its debts o to guaran-
tee a bill of exchange to promise to pay
a bill o the product is guaranteed for
twelve months the maker states that the
product will work well for twelve
months, and promises to mend it free of
charge if it breaks down within that peri-
od

guarantor /geron'to:r/ noun some-
body who gives a guarantee o to stand
guarantor for someone to promise to
pay someone’s debts

guaranty /'ger(o)nti:/ noun US same
as guarantee

guard /ga:d/ noun 1. somebody whose
job is to protect people or property o
There were three guards on duty at the
door of the bank or three bank guards
were on duty. o The prisoner was shot by
the guards as he tried to escape. 2. the
state of being protected by a guard o The
prisoners were brought into the court-
room under armed guard. m verb to pre-
vent someone being harmed or from es-
caping o The building is guarded by a
fence and ten guard dogs. o The prison-
ers are guarded night and day.

guardian /'ga:dion/ noun an adult per-
son or an authority such as the High
Court appointed by law to act on behalf
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of someone such as a child who cannot
act on his or her own behalf

guardian ad litem /ga:dion ad
'lirttom/ noun somebody who acts on be-
half of a minor who is a defendant in a
court case

guardianship /'ga:dionfip/ noun the
state of being a guardian
guardianship order /'ga:dionfip
,o1do/ noun a court order appointing a
local authority to be the guardian of a
child

guerilla /ga'rilo/ noun an armed per-
son who is not a regular soldier who en-
gages in unofficial war o The train was
attacked by guerillas. o The appeal was
made by a guerilla radio station.
guidelines /'gaidlainz/ plural noun
unofficial suggestions from the govern-
ment or some other body as to how
something should be done o The govern-
ment has issued guidelines on increases
in wages and prices. o The Law Society
has issued guidelines to its members on
dealing with rape cases. o The Secretary
of State can issue guidelines for expend-
iture. o The Lord Justice said he was not
laying down guidelines for sentencing.
guillotine /'gilatiin/ noun a machine
used in France for executing criminals by
cutting off their heads m verb to execute
someone by cutting his or her head off
with a guillotine

guilt /gilt/ noun being guilty, the state
of having committed a crime or done
some other legal wrong o he admitted
his guilt he admitted that he had commit-
ted the crime

guilt by association / gilt bar o
,sausi'erf(a)n/ noun the presumption

that a person is guilty because of his or
her connection with a guilty person
guilty /'gilti/ adjective 1. finding after
a trial that a person has done something
which is against the law o He was found
guilty of libel. o The company was guilty
of evading the VAT regulations. o to find
someone guilty, to return a verdict of
guilty, to return a guilty verdict (of a
judge or jury) to say at the end of the trial
that the accused is guilty 2. o to plead
guilty (of an accused person) to say at
the beginning of a trial that you did com-
mit the crime of which you are accused o
to plead not guilty to say at the begin-
ning of a trial that you did not commit the
crime of which you are accused o The
accused pleaded not guilty to the charge
of murder, but pleaded guilty to the lesser
charge of manslaughter.

gun /gan/ noun a weapon used for
shooting o The police are not allowed to
carry guns. o They shouted to the rob-
bers to drop their guns.

gun court /'gan ko:t/ noun a court
that hears only those cases that deal with
gun-related crimes

gun down /,gan 'daun/ verb to kill
someone with a gun o He was gunned
down in the street outside his office.
(NOTE: gunned - gunning)

gunman /'ganman/ noun a man who
carries and uses a gun o The security van
was held up by three gunmen.
gunpoint /'ganpoint/ noun o at gun-
point with a gun pointing at you o He
was forced at gunpoint to open the safe.
gunshot /'ganfot/ noun the result of
shooting with a gun o He died of gunshot
wounds.
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habeas corpus /heibiss 'ko:pas/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘may you
have the body’: legal remedy against be-
ing wrongly imprisoned

habendum /ha'bendom/ noun a sec-
tion of a conveyance which gives details
of how the property is to be assigned to
the purchaser, using the words ‘to hold’

habitual /ho'bit fusl/ adjective (of a
person) doing something frequently o
habitual criminal, habitual offender
person who has been convicted of a sim-
ilar crime at least twice before o habitu-
al drunkard somebody who drinks al-
cohol so frequently that he or she is al-
most always dangerous or incapable

habitual residence /ho bit[usl
'rezid(a)ns/ noun 1. the fact of living
normally in a place 2. the place where
someone normally lives

Hague conventions /'heig kon
venf(a)nz/ plural noun international
agreements regarding the definition of
war, and the barring of the use of chemi-
cal and biological weapons. ) Geneva
Convention

hallmark /'ho:lma:k/ noun a mark put
on gold or silver items to show that the
metal is of the correct quality m verb to
put a hallmark on a piece of gold or silver
o a hallmarked spoon

hand /hend/ noun 1. o by hand using
the hands, not a machine o to send a let-
ter by hand to ask someone to carry and
deliver a letter personally, not sending it
through the post 2. o in hand, on hand
US kept in reserve 3. o goods left on
hand goods which have not been sold
and are left with the retailer or producer
4. o out of hand immediately, without
taking time to think o The justices dis-
missed his evidence out of hand. 5. o to

hand here, present o I have the invoice
to hand I have the invoice in front of me
6. o to change hands to be sold to a new
owner o The shop changed hands for
£100,000.

handcuff /'handkaf/ verb to put
handcuffs on someone

handcuffed /'hendkafd/ adjective
secured by handcuffs o The accused ap-
peared in court handcuffed to two police-
men.

handcuffs /'haendkafs/ plural noun
two metal rings chained together which
are locked round the wrists of someone
who is being arrested

hand down / hand 'daun/ verb 1. to
pass property from one generation to an-
other o The house has been handed down
from father to son since the 19th century.
2. o to hand down a verdict to an-
nounce a verdict

handgun /'hendgan/ noun a small
gun which is carried in the hand o The
police found six handguns when they
searched the car.

handling /'hendlig/ noun the man-
agement of a situation or the movement
and transfer of goods o handling stolen
goods the notifiable offence of receiving
or selling things which you know to have
been stolen
COMMENT: Handling stolen goods is a
more serious crime than theft, and the
penalty can be higher.
hand over / hend 'suva/ verb to pass
something to someone o She handed
over the documents to the lawyer. o he
handed over to his deputy he passed his
responsibilities to his deputy
hand up /hend 'ap/ verb to pass to
someone who is in a higher place o The
exhibit was handed up to the judge.
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handwriting /'hendrartiy/ noun 1.
writing produced with a pen or pencil
and not with a machine o send a letter of
application in your own handwriting
written by you with a pen, and not typed
2. a particular way of committing a crime
which identifies a criminal (slang)
handwriting expert /handrartip
‘eksp3a:t/ noun somebody who is able to
identify somebody by examining his or
her handwriting

hang /hay/ verb to execute someone by
hanging him or her by a rope round the
neck. » hung (NOTE: hanging -
hanged. Note: not hung.)

hanging /'haniy/ noun the act of exe-
cuting someone by hanging o The hang-
ings took place in front of the prison.
hangman /'hazgman/ noun a man who
executes criminals by hanging them
harass /'heras, ha'res/ verb to worry
or to bother someone, especially by con-
tinually checking up on them
harassment /'harosmont, ho
‘resmont/ noun the action of harassing
someone o He complained of police har-
assment or of harassment by the police.
harassment restraining order
/herasmont ri1'stremnig ,o:ds/ noun
same as restraining order

harbour /'ha:ba/ verb to give shelter
and protection to a criminal

hard /ha:d/ adjective o to drive a hard
bargain to be a difficult negotiator o to
strike a hard bargain to agree a deal
where the terms are favourable to you
hard bargain / ha:d 'ba:gin/ noun a
bargain with difficult terms

hard cash /ha:d 'k [/ noun money
in notes and coins which is ready at hand
o He paid out £100 in hard cash for the
chair.

hardened criminal /ha:dond
'krimin(a)l/ noun a criminal who has
committed many crimes and who will
never go straight

hard labour /ha:d 'leiba/ noun for-
merly, the punishment of sending some-
one to prison to do hard manual labour
harmonise /'ha:monaiz/, harmonize
verb (in the EU) to try to make things
such as tax rates or VAT rates the same in
all Member States

hawkish /'ho:ki[/ adjective acting like
a hawk o The agreement will not satisfy
the more hawkish members of the Cabi-
net.

hazard /'hezad/ noun a danger
H-block /'ert [ blok/ noun a building in
a prison built with a central section and
two end wings, forming the shape of the
letter H

headed paper/ hedid 'peipa/ nouna
notepaper with the name and address of
the company printed on it

head lease /'hed li:s/ noun the first
lease given by a freeholder to a tenant
head licence /'hed ,lais(o)ns/ noun
the first licence given by the owner of a
patent or copyright to someone who will
use it

headnote /'hednout/ noun a note at
the beginning of a law report, giving a
summary of the case

head of damage /,hed ov 'deemids/
noun an item of damage in a pleading or
claim

head of department /hed ov di
'partmont/ noun the person in charge of
a department

head of government /hed ov
'gav(e)nmont/ noun the leader of a
country’s government

headquarters /hed'kwo:taz/ plural
noun main office

heads of agreement /hedz ov o
'gritmant/ noun a draft agreement con-
taining the most important points but not
all the details

Health and Safety at Work Act
/,held an serfti ot 'waik ,&kt/ noun an
Act of Parliament which regulates what
employers must do to make sure that
their employees are kept healthy and safe
at work

hear /h1a/ verb 1. to sense a sound with
the ears o You can hear the printer in the
next office. o The traffic makes so much
noise that I cannot hear my phone ring-
ing. 2. to have a letter or a phone call
from someone o We have not heard from
them for some time. o We hope to hear
[from the lawyers within a few days. 3. to
listen to the arguments in a court case o
The judge heard the case in chambers. o
The case will be heard next month. o The
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court has heard the evidence for the de-
fence. 4. o hear! hear! words used in a
meeting to show that you agree with the
person speaking

hearing /'hiarig/ noun 1. a case which
is being heard by a committee, tribunal
or court of law o The hearing about the
planning application lasted ten days. o
hearing in private court case which is
heard with no member of the public
present 2. the process of a case being
considered by an official body o He
asked to be given a hearing by the full
council so that he could state his case.

hearsay evidence / hiaser
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence by a witness
who has heard it from another source, but
did not witness the acts personally
COMMENT: Hearsay evidence may not
be given as much weight by the court
as direct witness evidence. If a party
intends to rely on hearsay evidence,
they must serve notice to that effect.
heavily /'hevili/ adverb o he had to
borrow heavily to pay the fine he had to
borrow a lot of money

heavy /'hevi/ adjective severe or harsh
o The looters were given heavy jail sen-
tences. o She was sentenced to pay a
heavy fine. m noun a strong man em-
ployed to frighten people (slang)

heir /ea/ noun somebody who receives
or will receive property when someone
dies o His heirs split the estate between
them.

heir apparent /eor o'peerant/ noun
an heir who will certainly inherit if a per-
son dies before him

heiress /'eares/ noun a female heir
heirloom /'esluim/ noun a piece of
family property such as silver, a painting
or a jewel which has been handed down
for several generations o The burglars
stole some family heirlooms.

heir presumptive /.es pri'zamptiv/
noun an heir who will inherit if a person
dies at this moment, but whose inherit-
ance may be altered in the future

heirs, successors and assigns
/,eaz sak ,sesoz ond o'sainz/ plural
noun people who have inherited proper-
ty and had it transferred to them

heist /haist/ noun a holdup (slang)

henceforth /hens'fo:0/ adverb from
this time on o Henceforth it will be more
difficult to avoid customs examinations.

here- /hio/ prefix this time, or this place

hereafter /hior'a:fta/ adverb from
this time or point on

hereby /hi1a'bal/ adverb in this way o
We hereby revoke the agreement of Janu-
ary Ist 1982.

hereditament / heri'ditomont/ noun
property, including land and buildings,
which can be inherited

hereditary /ho'redit(o)ri/ adjective
passed from one member of a family to
another

hereditary office /ho redit(o)ri
'pf1s/ noun an official position which is
inherited

herein / hior'in/ adverb in this docu-
ment o the conditions stated herein o see
the reference herein above

hereinafter /hiorin'a:fto/ adverb
stated later in this document o the condi-
tions hereinafter listed

hereof / hior'pv/ adverb of this o in
confirmation hereof we attach a bank
statement to confirm this we attach a
bank statement

hereto / hio'tu:/ adverb to this o ac-
cording to the schedule of payments at-
tached hereto o as witness hereto as a
witness of this fact o the parties hereto
the parties to this agreement

heretofore /'hists,for/ adverb previ-
ously or earlier o the parties heretofore
acting as trustees

hereunder / hior'ands/ adverb under
this heading, or below this phrase o see
the documents listed hereunder

herewith /hio'wid/ adverb together
with this letter o please find the cheque
enclosed herewith

Her Majesty’s government / hs:
mad3zastiz 'gav(e)nmont/ noun the
official title of the British government

Her Majesty’s pleasure /hsa:
mad3zastiz 'ple3o/ noun o detention
at or during Her Majesty’s pleasure
imprisonment for an indefinite period,
until the Home Secretary decides that a
prisoner can be released
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COMMENT: Used as a punishment for

people under a disability and children

who commit murder.
hidden asset / hid(o)n 'a&set/ noun
an asset which is valued in the compa-
ny’s accounts at much less than its true
market value
hidden reserves / hid(o)n r1'z3:vz/
plural nounillegal reserves which are not
declared in the company’s balance sheet
High Court /ha1 'ko:t/, High Court of
Justice /har ko:t ov 'dzAstis/ noun the
main civil court in England and Wales,
based on the six circuits

High Court of Justiciary / har ko:t
v d3a'stifiori/ noun the supreme crim-
inal court of Scotland
high judicial office /har dzu:,dif (o)l
'pf1s/ noun an important position in the
legal system, e.g. Lord Chancellor, a
High Court judge, etc.
high office/ har 'nfis/ noun an impor-
tant position or job
high official / har o'fif(a)l/ noun an
important person in a government de-
partment
high seas / har 'si:z/ plural noun the
part of the sea which is further than three
miles or five kilometres from a coast, and
so is under international jurisdiction
(NOTE: usually used with ‘the’: an acci-
dent on the high seas)
High Sheriff / har 'ferif/ noun a sen-
ior representative appointed by the gov-
ernment in a county
high treason / har 'tri:z(e)n/ noun a
formal way of referring to treason
highway /'harwer/ noun a road or path
with a right of way which anyone may
use
COMMENT: The Highway Code is not it-
self part of English law.
Highway Code / harwer 'kaud/ noun
the rules which govern the behaviour of
people and vehicles using roads

hijack /'hardzak/ noun the act of tak-
ing control by force of a plane, ship,
train, bus or lorry which is moving o The
hijack was organised by a group of oppo-
nents to the government. m verb to take
control by force of a moving plane, ship,
train, bus or lorry, with passengers on
board o The plane was hijacked by six

armed terrorists. o The bandits hijacked
the lorry and killed the driver.

hijacker /'hardzaks/ noun somebody
who hijacks a vehicle

hijacking /'hardzaekig/ noun the act
of taking control of a moving plane, ship,
train, bus or lorry by force o The hijack-
ing took place just after the plane took
off. o There have been six hijackings so
far this year.

Hilary /'hilari/ noun 1. one of the four
sittings of the law courts 2. one of the
four law terms

hire purchase agreement /haro
'p3:tfis 9,grizmant/ noun a contract to
pay for something by instalments
hire-purchase company /haio
'p3itfis  kamp(a)ni/ noun a company
which provides money for hire purchase
(NOTE: The US term is installment
plan.)

hirer /'hairs/ noun somebody who
hires something

hit and run /hit on 'ran/ noun a situ-
ation where a vehicle hits someone and
continues without stopping

hit man /'hit men/ noun a person who
will kill someone for a fee (slang)
hoax /hauks/ noun an action which is
designed to trick someone into believing
something o hoax phone call call to in-
form the police or fire service of a dan-
gerous situation which does not exist
hoc » ad hoc

hold /hauld/ verb 1. to keep someone in
custody o The prisoners are being held
in the police station. o Twenty people
were held in the police raid. o She was
held for six days without being able to
see her lawyer. 2. to give as a formal de-
cision o The court held that there was no
case to answer. o The appeal judge held
that the defendant was not in breach of
his statutory duty. (NOTE: holding -
held)

holder /'haulds/ noun 1. somebody
who owns or keeps something o the
holder of an insurance policy or a policy
holder o She is a British passport holder
or she is the holder of a British passport.
2. the person to whom a cheque is made
payable and who has possession of it 3.
somebody who is holding a bill of ex-
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change or promissory note 4. something
which keeps or protects something

holder in due course /houldo m
dju: 'kors/ noun somebody who takes a
bill, promissory note or cheque before it
becomes overdue or is dishonoured

holding /'hauldiy/ noun a ruling given
by a court of law, especially one that de-
cides a legal issue raised by a particular
case

holding charge /'houldiy tfa:dz/
noun a minor charge brought against
someone so that he or she can be held in
custody while more serious charges are
being prepared

holding over /houldip osuval/,
holdover US noun a situation where a
person who had a lease for a period con-
tinues to occupy the property after the
end of the lease

hold out /hould 'aut/ verb 1. to be-
have in a way which misleads others o he
held himself out as a director of the
company he behaved as if he were a di-
rector of the company 2. o to hold out
for to ask for something and refuse to act
until you get what you asked for o He
held out for a 50% discount.

hold to /'hould tu:/ verb not to allow
something to change o we will try to
hold him to the contract we will try to
make sure that he follows the terms of
the contract o the government hopes to
hold wage increases to 5% the govern-
ment hopes that wage increases will not
be more than 5%

hold up /hauld 'Ap/ verb 1. to go into
a bank, stop a lorry, etc., in order to steal
money o Six gunmen held up the bank or
the security van. 2. to stay at a high level
o Share prices have held up well. o Sales
held up during the tourist season. 3. to
delay o The shipment has been held up at
the customs. o Payment will be held up
until the contract has been signed.

hold-up /'hauvld ap/ noun 1. the act of
holding up a bank, etc. o The gang com-
mitted three armed hold-ups on the same
day. 2. a delay o The traffic congestion
caused hold-ups for people on their way
to work.

holiday entitlement /'holider
,tart(a)lmont/ noun the number of days’

paid holiday which an employee has the
right to take

holiday pay /'holider per/ noun a sal-
ary which is still paid during the holiday

holograph /'holagra:f/ noun a docu-
ment written by hand

holographic will / hologrefik 'wil/
noun US same as holograph will

holograph will /'hologra:f wil/
noun a will, written out by hand, and not
necessarily witnessed

home court /'houm ko:t/ noun the
County Court for the district in which a
defendant lives or has his or her address
for service (NOTE: The US term is do-
mestic court.)

homeless person /houmlas
'p3:s(e)n/ noun a person with no fixed
accommodation, who is therefore eligi-
ble for the provision of accommodation
by a local council

home market / houm 'ma:kit/ noun
the market in the country where the sell-
ing company is based

Home Office /'houm ,nf1s/ noun Brit-
ish government ministry dealing with in-
ternal affairs including law and order, the
police and prisons

Home Office pathologist /houvm
ofis pa'Opladzist/ noun an official
government pathologist employed by the
Home Office to examine corpses

Home Secretary /;haum
'sekrat(a)ri/ noun a member of the Brit-
ish government, the minister in charge of
the Home Office, dealing with law and
order, the police and prisons
COMMENT: In most countries the gov-
ernment department dealing with the
internal order of the country is called
the Ministry of the Interior, with a Min-
ister of the Interior in charge.
homestead /"houvmsted/ noun US the
house and land where a family lives
COMMENT: A homestead cannot be the
subject of a sale by court order to sat-
isfy creditors.
home trade / houm 'trerd/ noun trade
in the country where a company is based

homicidal / homi'said(a)l/ adjective

(of a person) likely or wanting to com-
mit murder
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homicide /'homisaid/ noun 1. the ac-
cidental or illegal killing of a person o
He was found guilty of homicide. o The
homicide rate has doubled in the last ten
years. 2. murder
COMMENT: Homicide covers the
crimes of murder, manslaughter and
infanticide.
Homicide Squad /homi,said
skwpd/ noun US a department of a po-
lice force which deals with cases of mur-
der

honest /'pnist/ adjective not lying or
cheating o to play the honest broker to
act for the parties in a negotiation to try
to help them agree to a solution

honestly /'onistli/ adverb acting in an
open and truthful way

honesty /'onisti/ noun the fact of be-
ing open and truthful o The court praised
the witness for her honesty in informing
the police of the crime.

honorarium /pna'reariom/ noun a
sum of money paid to a professional per-
son such as an accountant or a lawyer
which is less than a full fee

honour /'ona/ verb to accept and pay a
cheque or bill of exchange (NOTE: The
US spelling is honor.) o to honour a
debt to pay a debt because it is owed and
is correct o to honour a signature to pay
something because the signature is cor-
rect

hoodlum /'hu:dlom/ noun US a gang-
ster

hooligan /'hu:ligan/ noun somebody
who behaves violently in public o The
police put up barriers to prevent the foot-
ball hooligans from damaging property.

hooliganism /'hu:ligoniz(o)m/ noun
violent behaviour o football hooligan-
ism violent behaviour by football sup-
porters in connection with football
matches

hopper /'hopa/ noun US a box where
bills are put after being introduced in the
House of Representatives

horse-trading /'ho:s treidiy/ noun
bargaining between groups of people to
obtain a general agreement for some-
thing o After a period of horse-trading,
the committee agreed on the election of a

member of one of the smaller parties as
Chairman.

hospital block /'hospit(e)l blok/
noun the section of a prison which con-
tains the hospital

hospital order /hospit(o)l 'o:do/
noun a court order putting an insane of-
fender in hospital instead of in prison

hostage /'hpst1d3/ noun a person cap-
tured by an enemy or by criminals and
kept until a ransom is paid o She was tak-
en hostage by the guerillas. o The ban-
dits took away the bank manager and
kept him hostage. o The terrorists re-
leased three hostages.

hostage taker / hostid3z 'tetka/ noun
somebody who takes someone hostage o
Two of the hostage takers were killed in a
shootout with the security forces.

hostile /'hostail/ adjective not friendly

hostile witness /hostail 'witnas/
noun a witness called by a party, whose
evidence goes unexpectedly against that
party, and who can then be cross-exam-
ined by his own side as if he were giving
evidence for the other side o She was
ruled a hostile witness by the judge.

hot /hot/ adjective stolen or illegal
(informal) o hot jewels o a hot car

hotchpot /'hotfpot/ noun the act of
bringing together into one fund money to
be distributed under a will

hotchpot rule /hot[pot ru:l/ noun
the rule that money passed to one child
during his or her lifetime by a deceased
person should be counted as part of the
total estate to be distributed to all the
children in the case where the person
died intestate

hot money / hot 'mani/ noun 1. mon-
ey which is moved from country to coun-
try to get the best interest rates 2. stolen
money, or money which has been ob-
tained illegally

hot pursuit / hot pa'sju:it/ noun the
right in international law to chase a ship
into international waters, or to chase sus-
pected criminals across an international
border into another country

house /hauz/ noun one of the two parts
of the British Parliament (the House of
Commons and the House of Lords) o The
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minister brought a matter to the attention
of the House.

house arrest /'haus o,rest/ noun the
situation of being ordered by a court to
stay in your house and not to leave it o
The opposition leader has been under
house arrest for six years.

housebreaker /'hausbreikos/ noun
US a burglar, a person who breaks into
houses and steals things

housebreaking /'hausbreikiy/ noun
US burglary, entering a house and steal-
ing things

household effects /haushould 1
'fekts/ plural noun furniture and other
items used in a house, and moved with
the owner when he or she moves house

householder /'haushouvlds/ noun
somebody who occupies a private house

House of Commons /havs ov
'kpmoanz/ noun 1. the lower house of the
British Parliament, made up of 659 elect-
ed members 2. the lower house of a leg-
islature (as in Canada)

COMMENT: Members of the House of
Commons (called MPs) are elected for
five years, which is the maximum
length of a Parliament. Bills can be
presented in either the House of Com-
mons or House of Lords, and sent to
the other chamber for discussion and
amendment. All bills relating to reve-
nue must be introduced in the House
of Commons, and most other bills are
introduced there also.

House of Lords /haus ov 'lo:dz/
noun the non-elected upper house of Par-
liament in the United Kingdom, made up
of life peers, some hereditary peers and
some bishops

COMMENT: The composition of the
House of Lords was changed by the
House of Lords act 1999; hereditary
peers no longer sit there by right, al-
though 92 remain, elected by their own
party or crossbench (non-party)
groups, or as Deputy Speakers, Com-
mittee Chairs, or to fill two hereditary
royal appointments, the Earl Marshal
and the Lord Great Chamberlain. As a
court, the decisions of the House of
Lords are binding on all other courts,
and the only appeal from the House of
Lords is to the European Court of Jus-
tice.

House of Representatives / haus
v repri'zentativz/ noun 1. US the

lower house of the Congress of the Unit-
ed States, made up of 435 elected mem-
bers 2. the lower house of a legislature
(as in Australia)
COMMENT: The members of the House
of Representatives (called Congress-
men) are elected for two years. All bills
relating to revenue must originate in
the House of Representatives; other-
wise bills can be proposed in either the
House or the Senate and sent to the
other chamber for discussion and
amendment.
house property /'haus  propati/
noun private houses, not shops, offices
or factories

human error / hju:man 'era/ noun a
mistake made by a person, not by a ma-
chine

human rights / hjurmon 'raits/ plu-
ral noun the rights of individual men and
women to basic freedoms such as free-
dom of association, freedom of speech
COMMENT: The Human Rights Act
1998, in force since October 2000, in-
corporated into UK law the European
Convention for the Protection of Hu-
man Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms. The Convention rights may
now be relied on by litigants in the UK
without the need to take a case to the
European Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg.
human rights act / hjuimon 'raits
.&kt/ noun legislation introduced into
domestic law for the whole of the UK in
October 2000, in order to comply with
the obligations set out in European Con-
vention of Human Rights. The Act cre-
ates a statutory duty that all laws, past or
present, must be interpreted in a way that
is compatible to the Convention.
humble address /hambal o'dres/
noun a formal communication from one
or both Houses of Parliament to the
Queen
hung /hay/ adjective with no majority
hunger strike /'hango straik/ nouna
protest, often by a prisoner, where the
person refuses to eat until his or her de-
mands have been met o He went on hun-
ger strike until the prison authorities al-
lowed him to receive mail.
hung jury / hap 'dzueri/ noun a jury
which cannot arrive at a unanimous or
majority verdict
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hung parliament / hay 'pa:lomant/
noun a parliament where no single party
has enough votes to form a government
hurdle /'h3:d(e)l/ noun something
which prevents something happening o
The defendant will have to overcome two
hurdles if his appeal is to be successful.
hush money /'haf ;mani/ noun mon-
ey paid to someone to stop him or her
talking (informal)
hustings /'hastinz/ noun o at the
hustings at a parliamentary election
COMMENT: The hustings were formerly
the booths where votes were taken, or
the platform on which candidates
stood to speak, but now the word is
used simply to mean ‘an election’.
Hybrid Bill /'haibrid bil/ noun a term
used to refer to a Public Bill which af-
fects the private interests of a particular
person or organisation

hybrid offence /haibrid o'fens/
noun an offence which can be tried ei-
ther by magistrates or by a judge and jury

hypothecation /har,po6o'kerf(o)n/
noun 1. the use of property such as secu-
rities as collateral for a loan, without
transferring legal ownership to the lend-
er, as opposed to a mortgage, where the
lender holds the title to the property 2.
the action of earmarking money derived
from specific sources for related expend-
iture, e.g. investing the taxes from private
cars or petrol sales solely in public trans-
port

hypothetical question /haipo
Oetik(a)l 'kwest[(9)n/ noun a question
about a possible rather than an actual sit-
uation which is posed for discussion dur-
ing a decision-making process



ibid /1bid/, ibidem adverb just the
same, or in the same place in a book

ICC abbreviation International Criminal
Court

id /1d/, idem pronoun the same thing, or
the same person

ID abbreviation identity

identification /ar,dentifr'kerf(o)n/
noun the act of identitfying someone or
something

identification parade /a1 dentifi
'ke1f(9)n pa,rerd/ noun an arrangement
where a group of people including a sus-
pect stand in a line at a police station so
that a witness can point out the person
whom he or she recognises

identify /ar'dent1,far/ verb to say who
someone is or what something is o She
was able to identify her attacker. o Pas-
sengers were asked to identify their suit-
cases. o The dead man was identified by
his fingerprints.

Identikit /ar'dentikit/ noun a trade-
mark for a method of making a picture of
a criminal from descriptions given by
witnesses, using pieces of photographs
and drawings of different types of faces o
The police issued an identikit picture of
the mugger. (NOTE: Now replaced by
Photofit pictures.)

identity /ar'dentiti/ noun who some-
one is o he changed his identity he as-
sumed a different name, changed his ap-
pearance, etc., (usually done to avoid be-
ing recognised) o he was asked for
proof of identity he was asked to prove
he really was the person he said he was o
case of mistaken identity situation
where a person is wrongly thought to be
someone else

identity of parties /ar,dentiti ov
'partiz/ noun a situation where the par-
ties in different actions are the same

identity parade /ar'dentiti pa,reid/
noun same as identification parade

identity theft /ar'dentiti 8eft/ noun
the theft of personal data such as the de-
tails of someone’s credit card

ignorance /'ignarans/ noun lack of
knowledge o ignorance of the law is no
excuse the fact that someone does not
know that he or she has committed an of-
fence does not make the offence any the
less

ignorantia legis non excusat, ig-
norantia legis neminem excusat, ig-
norantia legis haud excusat phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘ignorance of the
law is not an excuse for anyone’

ILEX abbreviation institute of legal ex-
ecutives

illegal /1'lizg(e)l/ adjective not legal in
criminal law o the illegal carrying of
arms o lllegal immigrants are deported.

illegal contract /1 lizg(o)l 'kontrakt/
noun a contract which cannot be en-
forced in law, e.g. a contract to commit a
crime

illegal immigrant /1 lirg(d)l
'imigrant/ noun somebody who enters a
country to live permanently without hav-
ing the permission of the government to
do so

illegality / 1li:'gzeliti/ noun the fact of
being illegal

illegitimacy / 1li'dzitimasi/ noun the
state of being illegitimate

illegitimate /1li'dzitimoat/ adjective
1. against the law 2. born to parents who
are not married to each other



illicit

COMMENT: Children who are illegiti-
mate can nevertheless inherit from
their parents.
illicit /1'lisit/ adjective not allowed by
the law or by other rules o illicit sale of
alcohol o trade in illicit alcohol

ILO abbreviation International Labour
Organization

IMF abbreviation International Mone-
tary Fund

imitation /,imi'terf(o)n/ noun some-
thing which copies another o beware of
imitations be careful not to buy low
quality goods which are made to look
like other more expensive items

immaterial /mo'tioriol/ adjective
not relevant or important o immaterial
evidence evidence that is not relevant to
a particular case

immemorial /,ima'mo:rial/ adjective
so old it cannot be remembered o from
time immemorial for so long that no one
can remember when it started o Villagers
said that there had been a footpath
across the field from time immemorial.

immemorial existence
/imamo:rial 1g'zistons/ noun the peri-
od before 1189, the date from which
events are supposed to be remembered. v
legal memory

immigrant /'imigront/ noun some-
body who moves to this country to live
permanently

immigrate /'imigrert/ verb to move to
this country to live permanently. Com-
pare emigrate
immigration/,im1'greif(o)n/ noun an
act of moving into a country to live per-
manently

Immigration Laws /imi'greif(o)n
lo:z/ plural noun legislation regarding
immigration into a country
immigration officer /, imi'greif(o)n
,pf1sa/ noun an official at an airport or
port, whose job is to check the passports
and visas of people entering the country
immoral earnings /1, moral '3:nigz/
plural noun money earned from prostitu-
tion

immovable /i'mu:vob(e)l/ adjective
being unable to be moved

immovable property /1,mu:vaob(s)l
'propati/ noun houses and other build-
ings on land, as well as land itself
immunity /i'mjuiniti/ noun protec-
tion from arrest or prosecution o when
he offered to give information to the
police, he was granted immunity from
prosecution he was told he would not be
prosecuted
COMMENT: Immunity from prosecution
is also granted to magistrates, counsel
and witnesses as regards their state-
ments in judicial proceedings. Families
and servants of diplomats may be cov-
ered by diplomatic immunity. In the
USA, immunity is the protection of
members of Congress against being
sued for libel or slander for statements
made on the floor of the House (in the
UK this is called privilege).
impanel verb US same as empanel
impartial /im'pa:f(a)l/ adjective not
biased or prejudiced o fo give someone a
fair and impartial hearing o A judgment
must be impartial.
impartiality /im,pa:[i'eliti/ noun the
state of being impartial o The newspa-
pers doubted the impartiality of the
Jjudge.
impartially /im'pa:[(9)li/ adverb not
showing any bias or favour towards
someone o The adjudicator has to decide
impartially between the two parties.
impeach /im'piit[/ verb 1. formerly,
to charge a person with treason before
Parliament 2. US to charge a head of
state with treason 3. US to charge any
government official with misconduct 4.
US to discredit a witness
impeachment /im'pi:tfmont/ noun
1. USa charge of treason brought against
a head of state 2. in the USA, a charge of
misconduct against any public official
impersonate /im'p3a:sonert/ verb to
pretend to be someone else o He gained
entrance to the house by impersonating a
local authority inspector.
impersonation /im p3a:so'nerf(o)n/
noun the activity of pretending to be
someone else in order to deceive people
o He was charged with impersonation of
a police officer.
impleader /im'pli:ds/ noun US a pro-
cedure to join a third party to an original
action, undertaken either by the plaintiff



imprisonment

or the defendant (NOTE: The British
equivalent is third party proceed-
ings.)

implication /,impli'ke1f(o)n/ noun 1.
the possible effect of an action o What
will the implications of this decision be?
2. an involvement with a crime or some-
thing that is morally wrong o The news-
paper revealed his implication in the af-
fair of the stolen diamonds. 3. a sugges-
tion that something such as a criticism or
accusation is true although it has not
been expressed directly o [ resent the im-
plication that I knew anything about the
report in advance.

implicit /im'plisit/ adjective implied
rather than clearly stated

implied /im'plaid/ adjective being pre-
sumed to exist or which can be estab-
lished by circumstantial evidence

implied contract /implaid kon
'trekt/ noun an agreement which is
considered to be a contract, because the
parties intended it to be a contract or be-
cause the law considers it to be a contract
implied malice /implaid 'malis/
noun the intention to commit grievous
bodily harm on someone

implied term /im'plaid t3:m/ noun a
term in a contract which is not clearly set
out in the contract. Compare express
term

implied terms and conditions /im
,plaid t3:mz on kon'dif(e)nz/ plural
noun terms and conditions which are not
written in a contract, but which are legal-
ly taken to be present in the contract
implied trust /im plaid 'trast/ noun
a trust which is implied by the intentions
and actions of the parties

imply /im'plar/ verb to suggest that
something may be true without stating it
clearly o Counsel implied that the wit-
ness had not in fact seen the accident
take place. o Do you wish to imply that
the police acted improperly?

import licence /'impo:t |lais(o)ns/
noun a permit which allows a company
to bring a particular type of product into
a country

import permit /impo:it psmmit/
noun an official document which allows
goods to be imported

import quota /'impo:it  kwouto/
noun a fixed quantity of a particular type
of goods which the government allows to
be imported o The government has im-
posed a quota on the import of cars. o
The quota on imported cars has been lift-
ed.

import surcharge /'impo:t
,s3:tfard3/ noun an extra charge on im-
ported goods

import trade /'impo:t trerd/ noun the
business of buying from other countries
importune /impo'tjuin/ verb (of
prostitutes looking for clients, or of men
looking for prostitutes) to ask someone
to have sexual relations

importuning /,impo'tjuinig/ noun
the crime of asking someone to have sex-
ual relations with you, usually for money

impose /im'pauvz/ verb 1. to ask some-
one to pay a fine o fo impose a tax on bi-
cycles o The court imposed a fine of
£100. o They tried to impose a ban on
smoking. 2. to put a tax or a duty on
goods o The government imposed a spe-
cial duty on oil. o The customs have im-
posed a 10% tax increase on electrical
items.

imposition /,impa'zif(o)n/ noun the
introduction of something such as a rule
or tax

impossibility of performance /im
,posabiliti av pa'formans/ noun a situ-
ation where a party to a contract is una-
ble to perform his or her part of the con-
tract

impound /im'paund/ verb to take
something away and keep it until a tax is
paid or until documents are checked to
see if they are correct o The customs im-
pounded the whole cargo.

impounding /im'paundiy/ noun the
act of taking something and keeping it

imprison /im'priz(s)n/ verb to put
someone in prison o He was imprisoned
by the secret police for six months.

imprisonment  /im'priz(o)nmont/
noun the punishment of being put in
prison o The penalty for the first offence
is a fine of £200 or six weeks’ imprison-
ment. o a term of imprisonment time
which a prisoner has to spend in prison o



improper

He was sentenced to the maximum term
of imprisonment.
COMMENT: Life imprisonment is a term
of many years, but in the UK not nec-
essarily for the rest of the prisoner's
life.
improper /im'propa/ adjective not
correct, not as it should be
improperly /im'propsli/ adverb not
correctly o The police constable’s report
was improperly made out. o She was ac-
cused of acting improperly in going to
see the prisoner’s father.
impunity /im'pjuiniti/ noun o with
impunity without punishment o No one
can flout the law with impunity.

imputation /, impju:'teif(a)n/ noun a
suggestion that someone has done some-
thing wrong

imputation of malice
/mpjuiterf(9)n av 'meelis/ noun the
suggestion that someone acted out of
malice

impute /im'pju:t/ verb to suggest o to
impute a motive to someone to suggest
that someone had a motive in acting as he
did

in absentia /in &b'senfo/ adverb in
someone’s absence o She was tried and
sentenced to death in absentia.

inadmissible /inad'misib(o)l/ ad-
jective not able to be used in court as ev-
idence

inalienable /in'e1lionab(a)l/ adjective
referring to a right which cannot be taken
away from a person or transferred to
someone else

inapplicable /,ino'plikob(a)l/ adjec-
tive being unable to be applied o The
government argued that the national leg-
islation had not been applied and was in-
applicable in this case.

Inc abbreviation incorporated

in camera/in 'kem(a)ro/ adverb with
no members of the public permitted to be
present o The case was heard in camera.
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has been replaced by in private.)
incapable /in'keipab(a)l/ adjective
not able o He was incapable of fulfilling
the terms of the contract. o A child is

considered legally incapable of commit-
ting a crime.

incapacity /,inko'pasiti/ noun the
state of not being legally able to do
something o The court had to act be-
cause of the incapacity of the trustees.

incarcerate /in'ka:sarert/ verb to put
in prison o He was incarcerated in a
stone tower.

incarceration /in ka:sa'rerf(a)n/
noun an act of putting a criminal in pris-
on

inception /in'sepfon/ noun a begin-
ning o Some people believe that subsidi-
arity has existed in the Community ever
since its inception.

incest /'insest/ noun a notifiable of-
fence of having sexual intercourse with a
close relative such as a daughter, son,
mother or father

in chambers /in 'tfermboz/ adverb
in the office of a judge and not in a court-
room o The judge heard the application
in chambers.

inchoate /in'koust/ adjective just be-
ginning to form but not complete

inchoate instrument /in kouot
'instrumont/ noun a document which is
not complete

inchoate offences /i kouvot o
‘fenss/ plural noun offences such as in-
citement, attempt or conspiracy to com-
mit a crime even though the crime itself
may not have been committed

incidence /'1insid(a)ns/ noun how of-
ten something happens o The incidence
of cases of rape has increased over the
last years. o A high incidence of acci-
dents relating to drunken drivers.

incident /'instd(o)nt/ noun something
which happens at a particular time, e.g. a
crime, accident or violent event o Three
incidents were reported when police ve-
hicles were attacked by a crowd. m adjec-
tive o incident to something depending
on something else

incidental /insi'dent(o)l/ adjective
not important

incidental expenses /,insident(a)l
ik'spensiz/ plural noun small amounts
of money spent on different things at var-
ious times in connection with an activity



incumbrance

o an allowance for travel, meals and in-
cidental expenses

incident room /'msid(e)nt rumm/
noun a special room in a police station to
deal with a particular crime or accident
incident tape /'insid(e)nt terp/ noun
wide yellow and black tape that is used to
isolate an area and keep people away
from a crime scene (NOTE: The US term
is crime scene tape.)

incite /in'sart/ verb to encourage, per-
suade or advise someone to commit a
crime

incitement /in'sartmont/ noun the
crime of encouraging, persuading or ad-
vising someone to commit a crime
COMMENT: It is not necessary for a
crime to have been committed for in-
citement to be proved.
incitement to racial hatred /in
,sartmant to reif(d)l 'hertrid/ noun
the offence of encouraging people by
words, actions or writing to attack others
because of their race
inciter /in'sarta/ noun somebody who
incites someone to commit a crime

income /'mkam/ noun money that a
person receives as salary, dividend or in-
terest o income from rents money re-
ceived from allowing other people to use
property such as offices, houses or land
that you own

income bracket /'inkam  brakit/
noun a range between two amounts of
income, to which a specific tax percent-
age applies o People in the lowest income
bracket pay the lowest rate of tax.
income support /'inkam so,po:t/
noun financial help given by the state to
families with low incomes. An individu-
al must not work more than sixteen hours
a week in order to qualify.

income tax /'inkam taeks/ noun a tax
on salaries and wages, calculated at dif-
ferent rates according to how much you
earn

incompetency  /in'kompit(a)nsi/
noun the state of not being legally com-
petent to do something

incompetent /in'kompit(e)nt/ ad-
jective 1. unable to carry out duties to the
required standard o The sales manager is
quite incompetent. o The company has

an incompetent sales director. 2. not le-
gally able to do something o He is in-
competent to sign the contract.

incorporate /in'ko:po,reit/ verb 1. to
bring something in to be part of some-
thing else, e.g. to make a document part
of another document o Income from the
1998 acquisition is incorporated into the
accounts. o The list of markets is incor-
porated into the main contract. 2. to
form a registered company o a company
incorporated in the USA o an incorpo-
rated company o J. Doe Incorporated

incorporation  /in ko:pa'rerf(o)n/
noun the act of incorporating a company

incorporeal /,inko:'porriol/ adjective
not having physical form, so being una-
ble to be touched

incorporeal chattels /inko:po:rial
'tfet(9)lz/ plural noun items such as
patents and copyrights which have intel-
lectual rather than physical existence

incorporeal hereditaments
/;mkozporrial | heri'ditomonts/ plural
nounrights such as patents or copyrights
which can form part of an estate and be
inherited

incorrigible /in'korid3ib(s)l/ adjec-
tive having bad behaviour and unwilling
to change it

incriminate /in'kriminert/ verb to
show that a person has committed a
criminal act o He was incriminated by
the recorded message he sent to the vic-
tim.

incriminating /mn'kriminertig/ ad-
jective which shows that someone has
committed a crime o Incriminating evi-
dence was found in his car.

incumbent /in'kambont/ adjective o
it is incumbent upon him he has to do
this, because it is his duty o It is incum-
bent on us to check our facts before mak-
ing an accusation. o It is incumbent upon
Jjustices to give some warning of their
doubts about a case. m noun somebody
who holds an official position o There
will be no changes in the governor’s staff
while the present incumbent is still in of-

fice.

incumbrance /in'kambrons/ noun
same as encumbrance



incur

incur /in'k3:/ verb to make yourself li-
able to o to incur the risk of a penalty
to make it possible that you risk paying a
penalty o to incur debts, costs to do
something which means that you owe
money, that you will have to pay costs o
the company has incurred heavy costs
to implement the development pro-
gramme the company has had to pay
large sums of money

incuriam » per incuriam

indebted /in'detid/ adjective owing
money to someone o to be indebted to a
property company

indebtedness /in'detidnas/ noun
the amount of money owed by someone
indecency /in'diis(o)nsi/ noun the
state of being offensive and shocking to
most people o to commit an act of gross
indecency (of a man) to have unlawful
sexual contact with another man or with
a child

indecent /in'di:s(o)nt/ adjective 1. of-
fensive and shocking to most people, es-
pecially in relation to sexual matters 2.
not polite and considerate o indecent
haste unsuitably fast action o They ac-
cepted the suggestion of compensation
with indecent haste.

indecent assault /in,di:sont o'so:lt/
noun the crime of assaulting a person to-
gether with an indecent act or proposal
indecent exposure /in,di:s(o)nt 1k
'spau3d/ noun an offence where a male
person shows his sexual organs in a pub-
lic place

indefeasible right /indifi:zib(o)l
‘ra1t/ noun a right which cannot be made
void

indemnification /indemnifr'kerfon/
noun payment for damage

indemnify /in'demnifar/ verb to pay
for damage suffered o to indemnify
someone for a loss

indemnity /in'demnrti/ noun 1. com-
pensation for a loss or a wrong 2. a state-
ment of liability to pay compensation for
a loss or for a wrong in a transaction to
which you are a party o She had to pay
an indemnity of £100. Compare guaran-
tee. o letter of indemnity (NOTE: The
person making an indemnity is primari-
ly liable and can be sued by the person

with whom he makes the transaction.)
3. (in civil cases) the right of someone to
recover from a third party the amount
which is liable to be paid

indenture /in'dent[o/ noun a deed
made between two or more parties m verb
to contract with a trainee who will work
for some years to learn a trade o He was
indentured to a builder.

indentures /in'dent foz/ noun a con-
tract by which a trainee craftsman works
for a master for some years to learn a
trade

independence /,indi'pendons/ noun
freedom from the rule, control or influ-
ence of others o The colony struggled to
achieve independence. o Britain granted
her colonies independence in the years
after the Second World War. o An inde-
pendence movement grew in the colony.

independent /indi'pendont/ adjec-
tive not controlled by anyone else

independent rights / indi'pendant
raits/ plural noun rights of employed
people, students, retired people and peo-
ple with private incomes, to enter, live
and work in a EU country

indict /in'dart/ verb to charge someone
with a crime o She was indicted for mur-
der.

indictable offence /in,daitob(a)l o
'fens/ noun formerly, a serious offence
which could be tried in the Crown Court
(NOTE: Now called notifiable offence.)
indictment /in'daritmont/ noun a
written statement of the details of the
crime with which someone is charged in
the Crown Court o The clerk to the jus-
tices read out the indictment.

indirect discrimination / indarrekt
,sekjual dis krimi'neif(a)n/ noun dis-
crimination caused by the application of
an abstract principle, where the result is
that people of different sexes are treated
differently

indirect sexual discrimination
/,indarrekt sekjual dis, krimi
'nerf(d)n/ noun an instance of sexual
discrimination that is covert, where em-
ployment conditions are such that it
would be difficult for one sex to fulfil
them An example would be where pro-
motion is based on continuous employ-



in flagrante delicto

ment, meaning that a woman taking ma-
ternity leave be less likely to get promot-
ed than a man where all else is equal. o
direct sexual discrimination

individual exemption
/,mmdrvid3zual 1g'zemp[(9)n/ noun an
exemption granted to a person or small
business, exempting them from specific
obligations

individual retirement account
/indrvidzual ri'taromont 9 kaunt/
noun US a privately managed pension
plan, to which individuals can make con-
tributions which are separate from a
company pension plan. Abbreviation
IRA (NOTE: The British equivalent is a
personal pension plan.)

indorse /in'do:s/ verb to write some-
thing on the back of a document, espe-
cially to note details of a claimant’s
claim on a writ o The writ was indorsed
with details of the claimant’s claim. o he
indorsed the cheque over to his solici-
tor he signed the cheque on the back so
as to make it payable to his solicitor

indorsement /in'do:smant/ noun the
act of writing notes on a document, espe-
cially writing the details of a claimant’s
claim on a writ

induce /in'dju:s/ verbto help persuade
someone to do something o He was in-
duced to steal the plans by an offer of a
large amount of money.

inducement /in'dju:smont/ noun
something which helps to persuade
someone to do something o They offered
him a company car as an inducement to
stay.

inducement to break contract /in
,djursmont to breik 'kontrakt/ noun
the tort of persuading someone to break
a contract he or she has entered into

industrial /in'dastrisl/ adjective re-
lating to work

industrial accident /i, dastriol
'aeksid(o)nt/ noun an accident which
takes place at work

industrial arbitration tribunal /in
,dastrial ,a:br'trerf(a)n trar,bjuin(o)l/
noun a court which decides in industrial
disputes o to accept the ruling of the ar-
bitration board

industrial development /in
,dastrial di'velopmont/ noun the plan-
ning and building of new industries in
special areas

industrial disputes /in,dastrisl di
'spjuit/ plural noun arguments between
management and workers

industrial espionage /in dastrisl
‘espiona:3/ noun the activity of trying to
find out the secrets of a competitor’s
work or products, usually by illegal
means

industrial estate /in'dastrial 1,stert/
noun an area of land near a town special-
ly for factories and warehouses
industrial injuries /i dastrial
'ind39riz/ plural noun injuries caused to
employees at work

industrial property /in dastrisl
'propati/ noun an item with intellectual
rather than physical existence such as a
patent, trademark or company name
which is owned by a company
industrial relations /in dastrisl r1
'letf(a)nz/ plural noun relations be-
tween management and workers
industrial tribunal /in,dastriol trar
'bjuin(e)l/ noun same as employment
tribunal

in esse /n 'esel/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘in being’

infant /'infont/ noun a person aged less
than eighteen years. Under this age a per-
son cannot make legal decisions for
themselves. (NOTE: This is an old term,
now replaced by minor.)

infanticide /in'fentrsaid/ noun the
notifiable offence of killing a child, espe-
cially the killing of a child by its mother
before it is 12 months old

infer /in'f3:/ verb to reach an opinion
about something o He inferred from the
letter that the accused knew the murder
victim. o Counsel inferred that the wit-
ness had not been present at the time of
the accident.

inferior court /in'frorio ko:t/ noun a
lower court such as a magistrates’ court
or County Court

in flagrante delicto /in flo,granti dr
'liktou/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘(caught) in the act of committing a
crime’



influence peddling

influence peddling /influsns
.pedlin/ noun the act of offering to use
personal influence, especially political
power, for payment in order to help a
person or group achieve something

inform /in'form/ verb 1. to tell some-
one officially o I regret to inform you that
your tender was not acceptable. o We are
pleased to inform you that your offer has
been accepted. o We have been informed
by the Department of Trade that new tar-
iffs are coming into force. 2. o to inform
on someone to tell the police that some-
one has committed a crime

informant /in'fo:mont/ noun a person
who gives information to someone se-
cretly o Is your informant reliable?

in forma pauperis /m foimo
'porparis/ phrase a Latin phrase mean-
ing ‘as a poor person’
COMMENT: A term formerly used to al-
low a person who could prove that he
had litle money to bring an action
even if he could not pay the costs of
the case; now replaced by Legal Aid.

information /,info'meif(o)n/ noun 1.
the details which explain something o to
disclose a piece of information o to an-
swer a request for information o Have
you any information on or about deposit
accounts? o I enclose this leaflet for your
information. o For further information,
please write to Department 27. o disclo-
sure of confidential information telling
someone information which should be
secret 2. the details of a crime drawn up
by the clerk and given to a magistrate o
laying (an) information starting crimi-
nal proceedings in a magistrates’ court
by informing the magistrate of the of-
fence

information bureau /,info'meif(o)n
\bjuarau/ noun an office where some-
one can answer questions from members
of the public

information officer /,info'meif(o)n
,pf1sa/ noun 1. a person whose job is to
give information about a company, an or-
ganisation or a government department
to the public 2. a person whose job is to
give information to other departments in
the same organization

informed /in'formd/ adjective having
the latest information o Informed opin-
ion thinks that she will lose the appeal.
informed consent /in,fo:md kon
'sent/ noun an agreement that an opera-
tion can be carried out which is given by
a patient or the guardians of a patient af-
ter they have been given all the informa-
tion they need to make the decision
informer /in'fo:ma/ noun somebody
who gives information to the police
about a crime or about criminals
infringe /in'frind3z/ verb to break a law
or a right o to infringe a copyright to
copy a copyright text illegally o to in-
fringe a patent to make a product which
works in the same way as a patented
product and not pay a royalty to the pat-
ent holder

infringement /in'frindzment/ noun
an act of breaking a law or a right
infringement of copyright /in
[frindzmaont ov 'kopirart/ noun the act
of illegally copying a work without prop-
er permission or the consent of the copy-
right owner

infringement of patent /m
[frindzmaont av 'pertont/ noun the act
of illegally using, making or selling an
invention which is patented without the
permission of the patent holder
infringer /in'frind3a/ noun a person
who infringes a right such as a copyright
o a copyright infringer

infringing goods /in frindzip
'‘gudz/ plural noun goods which are
made in infringement of a copyright or
patent

inherit /in'herit/ verb to acquire some-
thing from a person who has died o When
her father died she inherited the shop. o
He inherited £10,000 from his grandfa-
ther.

inheritance /in'herit(o)ns/ noun
property which is received by someone
from a person who has died

inheritor /in'herits/ noun somebody
who receives something from somebody
who has died

iniquity /in'tkwiti/ noun doing wrong
initial /1'n1f(a)l/ adjective happening at
the beginning of something m verb to
write your initials on a document to show
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inquiry

you have read it and approved o fo initial
an amendment to a contract o Please in-
itial the agreement at the place marked
with an X.

initial capital /1,nif(o)l 'keprt(o)l/
noun capital which is used to start a busi-
ness o He started the business with an in-
itial expenditure or initial investment of
£500.

initials /1'nif(a)lz/ plural noun first let-
ters of the words in a name o What do the
initials QC stand for? o The chairman
wrote his initials by each alteration in
the contract he was signing.

initio » ab initio

injunction /in'dzapkJ(a)n/ noun a
court order telling someone to stop doing
something, or not to do something o He
got an injunction preventing the compa-
ny from selling his car. o The company
applied for an injunction to stop their
competitor from marketing a similar
product. o interlocutory injunction,
temporary injunction injunction which
is granted until a case comes to court
injure /'ind3o/ verb to hurt someone o
Two employees were injured in the fire.
injured party /,indzad 'pa:ti/ noun a
party in a court case which has been
harmed by another party

injurious /in'dzuorios/ adjective be-
ing capable of causing injury
injurious falsehood /in,d3uorios
'forlshud/ noun a tort of making a
wrong statement about someone so as to
harm their reputation, usually in relation
to their business or property

injury /'ind3ori/ noun 1. violation of a
person’s rights 2. hurt caused to a person
injury benefit /'indzori benifit/
noun money paid to an employee who
has been hurt at work

injustice /in'dzastis/ noun the lack of
justice

inland freight charges /lond
'frert \t[a:d3z1z/ plural noun charges for
carrying goods from one part of the
country to another

Inland Revenue /nlond 'revanju:/
noun the British government department
dealing with income tax

in loco parentis /i [loukou po
'rent1s/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning

‘in the place of a parent’ o The court is
acting in loco parentis.
Inner Temple /,ins 'temp(a)l/ » Inns
of Court
innocence /'inos(o)ns/ noun the state
of being innocent o He tried to establish
his innocence.
innocent /'inos(o)nt/ adjective not
guilty of a crime o The accused was
found to be innocent. o In English law,
the accused is presumed to be innocent
until he is proved to be guilty.
Inns of Court /,inz ov 'ko:t/ plural
noun four societies in London, of which
the members are lawyers and are called
to the bar as barristers
innuendo /,mju'endou/ noun spoken
words which are defamatory because
they have a double meaning o An appar-
ently innocent statement may be defama-
tory if it contains an innuendo.
in personam /in p3:'sounem/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘against
a person’ o action in personam court
case in which one party claims that the
other should do some act or should pay
damages. ¢ in rem
in private /in 'prarvat/ adverb 1. with
no members of the public permitted to be
present o The case was heard in private.
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has replaced in camera or in
chambers.) 2. away from other people
(general meaning) o He asked to see the
managing director in private.
input tax /'mput teks/ noun VAT
paid on goods or services bought
inquest /'ipkwest/ noun an inquiry by
a coroner into a death
COMMENT: An inquest has to take
place where death is violent or unex-
pected, where death could be murder
or manslaughter, where a prisoner
dies and when police are involved.
inquire /in'kwars/, enquire verb 1. to
ask questions about something o The po-
lice are inquiring into his background.
2. to conduct an official investigation
into something
inquiry /in'kwarari/, enquiry noun a
question about something o The police
are making inquiries into the wherea-
bouts of the stolen car. o to help police
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with their inquiries to be taken to the
police station for questioning
COMMENT: If the police want someone
to help them with their inquiries and he
refuses, they can arrest him and force
him to go to the police station. Anyone
who helps the police with their inquir-
ies voluntarily has the right to leave the
police station when he wants (unless
the police arrest him).
inquisitorial procedure /in
Jkwizitorrial pro'sitd3za/ noun in coun-
tries where Roman law is applied, a pro-
cedure by which an examining magis-
trate has the duty to investigate a case
and produce the evidence. Compare ac-
cusatorial procedure

inquorate /m'kworrert/ adjective
without a quorum, i.e. without the mini-
mum number of people present who are
required to make the transaction legal o
The meeting was declared inquorate and
had to be abandoned.

in re /in 'rer/ phrase a Latin phrase
meaning ‘concerning’ or ‘in the case of’

in rem /i 'rem/ phrase a Latin phrase
meaning ‘against a thing’ o action in
rem court case in which one party claims
property or goods in the possession of
the other. » in personam

insane /in'semn/ adjective suffering
from a state of mind which makes it im-
possible for a person to know that they
are doing wrong and so cannot be held
responsible for their actions

insanity /in'seniti/ noun the state of
being insane
COMMENT: Where an accused is found
to be insane, a verdict of ‘not guilty by
reason of insanity’ is returned and the
accused is ordered to be detained at
Her Majesty’s pleasure.
inside /mn'said/ adjective known or
carried out by people who belong to a
particular group or organisation o inside
information or knowledge special
knowledge about something because of
working for an organisation or being part
of a particular group m adjective, adverb
in prison (slang) o He spent six months
inside in 1996.
inside job /in,said dzob/ noun a
crime which has been committed on a
company’s property by one of the em-
ployees of the company

insider /in'sards/ noun a person who
works in an organisation and therefore
knows its secrets

insider dealing /in;saido 'di:lig/
noun the illegal buying or selling of
shares by staff of a company or other per-
sons who have secret information about
the company’s plans

inside story /msaid 'stoiri/ noun
special knowledge about how an organi-
sation or group works o John used to
work for them so he can give us the in-
side story.

inside worker /'insaid ,w3:ka/ noun
a worker who works in an office or facto-
ry and does not work outside or travel
about

insolvency /in'solvonsi/ noun the
state of not being able to pay debts o the
company was in a state of insolvency it
could not pay its debts

insolvent /in'solvont/ adjective not
able to pay debts o The company was de-
clared insolvent. (NOTE: insolvent and
insolvency are general terms, but are
usually applied to companies; individu-
als or partners are usually described as
bankrupt once they have been de-
clared so by a court.)

inspect /in'spekt/ verb to examine in
detail o fo inspect a machine or a prison
o to inspect the accounts of a company o
to inspect products for defects to look
at products in detail to see if they have
any defects

inspection /in'spekfon/ noun 1. a
close examination of something, e.g. the
examination of the site of a crime by a
judge and jury o to make an inspection or
to carry out an inspection of a machine
or a new prison o inspection of a product
for defects o to carry out a tour of in-
spection to visit various places, offices
or factories to inspect them o to issue an
inspection order to order a defendant to
allow a claimant to inspect documents,
where the claimant thinks the defendant
has not disclosed all relevant documents
2. the examination of documents after
disclosure o Inspection was ordered to
take place seven days after disclosure.
inspection stamp /in'spekfon
staemp/ noun a stamp placed on some-
thing to show it has been inspected
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inspector /in'spekta/ noun 1. an offi-
cial who inspects o inspector of taxes,
tax inspector official of the Inland Rev-
enue who examines tax returns and de-
cides how much tax people should pay 2.
a rank in the police force above a ser-
geant and below chief inspector

Inspectorate of Prisons /mn
spekt(a)rat av 'prizonz/ noun a sec-
tion of the Prison Service which deals
with the inspection of prisons to see that
they are being run correctly and effi-
ciently

inspector of factories /in,spektor
ov 'fekt(a)riz/ noun a government offi-
cial who inspects factories to see if they
are safely run

inspector of weights and meas-
ures /in,spektor ov ,werts on 'me3oz/
noun a government official who inspects
weighing machines and goods sold in
shops to see if the quantities and weights
are correct

inst abbreviation instant

instance /'mstons/ noun 1. a particu-
lar example or case o In this instance we
will overlook the delay. 2. » court of
first instance

in statu quo /in stetur 'kwou/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘in the
present state’

institute /'mstitjuit/ verb to start
something o to institute proceedings
against someone

institution /nstr'tju:f(e)n/ noun 1.
an organisation or society set up for a
particular purpose o the Community in-
stitutions (in the EU) the four bodies
which legally form the European Com-
munity — the Commission, the Council,
the European Parliament and the Europe-
an Court of Justice 2. building for a spe-
cial purpose

institutional / inst1'tju:f(o)n(a)l/ ad-
jective referring to an institution o insti-
tutional buying, selling buying or sell-
ing shares by financial institutions
institutionalised /,inst1
'tjuzf(o)nalaizd/ noun 1. unable to live
independently after having been in pris-
on, hospital or other institution for a long
time 2. happening so often that it is con-

sidered to be normal even though wrong
or harmful o institutionalised racism

instruct /in'strakt/ verb 1. to give an
order to someone o to instruct someone
to do something to tell someone official-
ly to do something o He instructed the
credit controller to take action. 2. o to
instruct a solicitor to give information
to a solicitor and to ask him to start legal
proceedings on your behalf o to instruct
a barrister (of a solicitor) to give a bar-
rister all the details of a case which he or
she will plead in court

instructions /in'strakfonz/ plural
noun 1. order which tells what should be
done or how something is to be used o
He gave instructions to his stockbroker
to sell the shares immediately. o to await
instructions to wait for someone to tell
you what to do o to issue instructions to
tell everyone what to do o in accordance
with, according to instructions as the
instructions show o failing instructions
to the contrary unless different instruc-
tions are given o forwarding instruc-
tions, shipping instructions details of
how goods are to be shipped and deliv-
ered 2. the details of a case given by a cli-
ent to a solicitor, or by a solicitor to a bar-
rister

instructions to the jury /m
strakfonz to &0 'dzueri/ noun US a
speech by a judge at the end of a trial
where he or she reviews all the evidence
and arguments and notes important
points of law for the benefit of the jury
(NOTE: The British term is summing
up.)

instrument /'instromont/ noun 1. a
tool or piece of equipment o The techni-
cal staff have instruments to measure the
output of electricity. 2. a legal document
insulting behaviour /in,saltip br
'hervja/ noun the offence of shouting or
making rude signs in a way which shows
that you are insulting someone
insurable /in'fuorob(o)l/ adjective
being able to be insured

insurable interest /in,f[uorab(o)l
'Intrast/ noun an interest which a per-
son taking out an insurance policy must
have in what is being insured
insurance /in'fuorons/ noun an
agreement that in return for regular small
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payments, a company will pay compen-
sation for loss, damage, injury or death o
to take out an insurance against fire to
pay a premium, so that if a fire happens,
compensation will be paid

insurance broker /in'[uorans
brauka/ noun somebody who sells in-
surance to clients

insurance claim /in' [vorons klerm/
noun a request to an insurance company
to pay for damages or for loss

insurance company /in'fusrans
Jkamp(o)ni/ noun a company whose
business is insurance

insurance cover /in' [uorons ,kavo/
noun protection guaranteed by an insur-
ance policy o Do you have cover against
theft?

insurance  policy /mn'[usrons
polisi/ noun a document which shows
the conditions of an insurance contract

insurance premium /in'fusrans
,prizmiom/ noun a payment made by the
insured person or a company to an insur-
ance company

insurance rates /in'[uorons reits/
plural noun amount of premium which
has to be paid per £1,000 of insurance

insure /in'[ud/ verb to have a contract
with a company where, if regular small
payments are made, the company will
pay compensation for loss, damage, inju-
ry or death o to insure a house against
fire o to insure baggage against loss o to
insure against bad weather o to insure
against loss of earnings o He was in-
sured for £100,000. o the life insured
the person whose life is covered by a life
assurance o the sum insured the largest
amount which an insurer will pay under
the terms of an insurance

insurer /in'fuars/ noun a company
which insures someone or something
(NOTE: For life insurance, British Eng-
lish prefers to use assurer.)
intangible /m'teend3ib(a)l/ adjective
being unable to be touched

intangible assets /in,tend3ib(o)l
'@sets/ plural noun assets which have a
value, but which have no physical pres-
ence, e.g. goodwill, a patent or a trade-
mark

integrity /in'tegriti/ noun the original
state of something which has not been
adapted or changed in any way o The
electronic signature confirms the integri-
ty of the document.

intellectual /int1'lektfusl/ adjective
belonging to the mind

intellectual property /int1 lektjusl
'propati/ noun something such as a cop-
yright, patent or design which someone
has created or produced that no-one else
can legally copy, use or sell

intellectual property rights /int1
Jlektjual 'propati raits/ plural noun
the rights of ownership of something
such as a copyright, patent or design. Ab-
breviation IPR

intelligible /in'telid31b(o)l/ adjective
able to be easily understood o A key is re-
quired to make an encrypted message in-
telligible.

intend /in'tend/ verb to plan to do
something o The company intends to sue
for damages. o We intend to offer jobs to
250 unemployed young people.

intended murder /in,tendid 'ma:do/
noun US murder which was planned in
advance

intent /in'tent/ noun what is planned

intention /in'tenfon/ noun 1. the wish
or plan to do something o He was ac-
cused of perjury with the intention of in-
criminating his employer. 2. the belief
that something will happen as the result
of an action 3. the meaning of the words
in a document such as a will which may
not be the same as what the maker of the
document had actually written
COMMENT: Intention to create a legal
relationship is one of the essential ele-
ments of a contract.
intentional /in'tenfon(a)l/ adjective
deliberate o an act of intentional cruelty
intentionally /in'tenfon(o)li/ adverb
deliberately o She gave an intentionally
misleading account of what happened.
inter alia /,into 'eilio/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘among other things’
inter-bank loan /,into bepk 'loun/
noun a loan from one bank to another
intercept /into'sept/ verb to stop
something as it is passing o We have in-
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tercepted a message from one of the ene-
my agents in London.

interception /,into'sepfon/ noun the
action of intercepting a message

inter-company comparisons /in
t31 kamp(o)ni kom'peris(a)nz/ plu-
ral noun comparing the results of one
company with those of another in the
same product area

inter-company dealings /int3:
Jkamp(o)ni 'ditlinz/ plural noun deal-
ings between two companies in the same
group

interdict /'intodikt/ noun  (in
Scotland) a ban, a written court order
telling someone not to do something

interest /'intrast/ noun 1. special at-
tention o The managing director takes no
interest in the staff club. o The police
showed a lot of interest in the abandoned
car. iy public interest 2. a payment made
by a borrower for the use of money, cal-
culated as a percentage of the capital bor-
rowed 3. money paid as income on in-
vestments or loans o to receive interest at
5% o deposit which yields or gives or
produces or bears 5% interest o account
which earns interest at 10% or which
earns 10% interest o The bank pays 10%
interest on deposits. 4. a percentage
charge to be paid for borrowing money
5. the right or title to a property, money
invested in a company or financial share
in, and part control over, a company o he
has a controlling interest in the com-
pany he owns more than 50% of the
shares and so can direct how the compa-
ny is run o to acquire a substantial in-
terest in the company to buy a large
number of shares in a company o to de-
clare, disclose an interest to state in
public that you own shares in a company
which is being investigated, or that you
are connected with someone who may
benefit from your contacts m verb to at-
tract someone’s attention o He tried to
interest several companies in his new in-
vention. o interested in paying attention
to o The managing director is interested
only in increasing profitability.

interest-bearing deposits

/,mtrast ,beoriy di'pozits/ plural noun
deposits which produce interest

interest charges /' introst ,tfa:dziz/
plural noun cost of paying interest
interested party / mtrestid 'pa:ti/
noun a person or company with a finan-
cial interest in a company
interest-free credit /introst fri:
'kredit/, interest-free loan /'introst
friz loun/ noun credit or a loan where no
interest is paid by the borrower
interest in remainder /,introst m r1
'me1nda/ noun an interest in land which
will come into someone’s possession
when another person’s interest ends
interest rate /'introst reit/ noun a
percentage charge to be paid for borrow-
ing money

interfere /mto'fio/ verb to get in-
volved with something which is not your
concern

interference /,into'frorons/ noun the
process of deliberately getting involved
with something that is not your concern
o interference with vehicles an offence
where someone tries to break into a vehi-
cle with the intention of stealing it, or
part of it, or of stealing its contents
interfere with /,into'fro wid/ verb 1.
to act in a way that stops something hap-
pening or developing o He was accused
of interfering with the course of justice.
2. to use or try to use something that does
not belong to you or to which you have
no right, especially if damage is caused o
He had been seen interfering with the
lock. 3. to persuade someone such as a
witness or a juror to give false informa-
tion or change their opinion 4. to touch a
child in a sexual way

interim /'intorim/ adjective intended
to happen or be used only until some-
thing more permanent is available o in
the interim meanwhile, for the time be-
ing

interim dividend /,intorim
'drvidend/ noun a dividend paid at the
end of a half-year

interim injunction /mtorrm
'‘dzagk[on/ noun an injunction which
prevents someone from doing something
until a specified date

interim order /,intorim 's:do/ noun
an order given which has effect while a
case is still being heard
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interim payment /,ntaormm
'‘permant/ noun a part payment of a div-
idend or of money owed

interim relief /, mtorim rr'li:f/ noun
same as interim remedy

interim remedy /mtorim 'remadi/
noun an action by a court to grant relief
to a party while a claim is being proc-
essed, and even after judgment has been
given
COMMENT: Interim remedies include
interim injunctions, freezing injunc-
tions, search orders, inspection of
property, interim payments, etc.
interim report /mtorim ri'po:t/
noun 1. a report (from a commission)
which is not final 2. a financial report
given at the end of a half-year

interlocutory / mto'lokjut(o)ri/ ad-
jective 1. temporary or provisional 2.
happening at a court hearing which takes
place before full trial

interlocutory injunction
/imtalokjut(a)ri 1n'dzapnkf(e)n/ noun
an injunction which is granted for the pe-
riod until a case comes to court

interlocutory judgment
/mtalokjut(a)ri 'dzadzmont/ noun a
judgment given during the course of an
action before full trial. Compare final
judgment

interlocutory matter
/1mtalokjut(a)ri 'meeta/ noun a subsid-
iary dispute which is dealt with before
full trial

interlocutory proceedings
/intalokjot(e)ri  pro'sitdinz/  plural
noun court hearings that take place be-
fore the full trial

intermeddle /nto'med(a)l/ verb to
deal in someone’s affairs o If an executor
pays the debts of an estate, this can be
considered intermeddling, and thus is
acceptance of the office of executor.

intermediary /nto'mi:diori/ noun
somebody who is the link between par-
ties who do not agree or who are negoti-
ating o He refused to act as an interme-
diary between the two directors.

intern /in't3:n/ verb to put someone in
prison or other place of detainment with-
out trial, usually for political reasons

internal /in'ts:mn(o)l/ adjective refer-
ring to the inside o internal affairs of a
country the way in which a country
deals with its own citizens o if is not usu-
al for one country to criticize the internal
affairs of another

internal audit /int3m) 'o:dit/
noun an audit carried out by a depart-
ment inside the company

internal auditor /in t3:n(o)l 'o:dita/
noun a member of staff who audits a
company’s accounts

international /nto'nzf(o)nal/ ad-
jective working between countries
International Bar Association
/mtonzf(9)nal 'ba: 9,sousierf(a)n/
noun an international lawyers’ organisa-
tion formed to promote international law
International Court of Justice
/mtonzf(9)nal  koit ov 'dzastis/
noun the court of the United Nations,
which sits in the Hague, Netherlands
International Labour Organiza-
tion /ntonef(o)nal 'letbo ,o:gonar
zerf(d)n/ noun a section of the United
Nations which tries to improve working
conditions and workers’ pay in member
countries. Abbreviation ILO
international law /mtonz[(o)nal
'1o:/ noun law governing relations be-
tween countries

international lawyer
/,mtonaf(9)nal 'lo:jo/ noun a person
who specialises in international law
international politics
/. mtonaf(9)nal 'politiks/ plural noun
relationships between governments of
different political parties and systems
internee /mts:'ni:/ noun somebody
who is interned

internment /in'tsinmont/ noun the
act of being putting someone in prison or
other place of detention without trial
inter partes /,into 'pa:teiz/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘between the par-
ties’: case heard where both parties are
represented o The court’s opinion was
that the case should be heard inter partes
as soon as possible. » ex parte
interpleader /nto'plizdo/ noun a
court action started by a person who
holds property which is claimed by two
or more people, or by a person who may
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be sued by two different parties (NOTE:
Do not confuse with the US term im-
pleader.)

Interpol /'intopol/ noun an interna-
tional police organisation whereby the
member countries co-operate in solving
crimes o They warned Interpol that the
criminals might be disguised as women.
(NOTE: used without the)

interpret /in'ta:prit/ verb 1. to say
what you think a law or precedent means
o The role of the ECJ is to interpret a
law, while the role of the national court is
to apply it. o Courts in Member States
cannot give authoritative rulings on how
community law should be interpreted. 2.
to translate what someone has said into
another language o My assistant knows
Greek, so he will interpret for us.
interpretation  /in ta:pri'terf(o)n/
noun what someone thinks is the mean-
ing of a law or precedent o Interpretation
of the Treaty has been entrusted to the
European Court of Justice. o to put an
interpretation on something to make
something have a different meaning o
His ruling puts quite a different interpre-
tation on the responsibility of trustees.
Interpretation Act  /int3ipri
'terf(a)n &kt/ noun an Act of Parlia-
ment which rules how words used in oth-
er Acts of Parliament are to be under-
stood

interpretation clause /in t3:pri
'terf(a)n klo:z/ noun a clause in a con-
tract stating the meaning to be given to
terms in the contract

interpreter /in'ts:prito/ noun some-
body who translates what someone has
said into another language o My secre-
tary will act as interpreter. o The witness
could not speak English and the court
had to appoint an interpreter.
interpretive /m'ta:rpritiv/ adjective
(in the EU) referring to interpretation o
There is an interpretive obligation on
Member States to interpret national laws
in a way which accords with the aims
and objectives of the directives of the
EU.

interregnum /,into'regnom/ noun 1.
a period between the death or deposition
of one monarch and the accession of the
next 2. a period during which no-one is

at the head of an organisation or area un-
til a new leader is appointed

interrogate /in'teragert/ verb to ask
questions in a severe manner o The pris-
oners were interrogated for three hours.

interrogation /i, tera'gerf(o)n/
noun severe questioning o He confessed
to the crime during his interrogation. o
Under interrogation, she gave the names
of her accomplices.

interrogator /in'terageito/
somebody who interrogates
interrogatories /,into'rogot(o)riz/
plural noun questions put in writing dur-
ing a civil action by one side to the other
and which have to be answered on oath
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has been replaced by further in-
formation.)

in terrorem /in te'roirem/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘in order to cause
terror’: used when a threat is implied in a
contract in which case the contract is
invalid
interrupt /mnts'rapt/ verb to try to
speak or to shout when someone else is
talking
COMMENT: In the House of Commons,
an MP is allowed to interrupt another
MP only if he wants to ask the member
who is speaking to explain something
or to raise a point of order.
intervene /,into'viin/ verb 1. to come
between people or things so as to make a
change o to intervene in a dispute to try
to settle a dispute 2. to become a party to
an action

intervener /into'vi:no/ noun some-
body who intervenes in an action to
which he or she was not originally a par-
ty

intervention /into'venfon/ noun an
act made to make a change o the govern-
ment’s intervention in the foreign ex-
change markets o the central bank’s in-
tervention in the banking crisis o the As-
sociation’s intervention in the labour
dispute

interview /'itavju:/ noun a meeting
between a suspect and one or more po-
lice officers, who ask him or her ques-
tions

noun
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COMMENT: Suspects must be cau-
tioned before an interview takes place.
The interview should be recorded and
the record must be shown to the sus-
pect at the end of the interview. If there
is any possibility that the police have
threatened the suspect so as to get a
confession, that confession will not be
admitted in court.

interview room /'mtovju: rumm/

noun a room where a person is asked

questions or is interviewed

inter vivos /,into 'virvous/ phrase a

Latin phrase meaning ‘among living

people’
COMMENT: An inter vivos transfer of
property can be used as a way of
passing property to someone without
using a will; it does not necessarily
take effect when someone dies, but
can be put into effect as soon as it is
signed.

intestacy /in'testasi/ noun dying

without having made a will

intestate /in'testert/ adjective o to
die intestate to die without having made
a will
COMMENT: When someone dies intes-
tate, the property automatically goes
to the surviving marital partner, unless
there are children.
intestate succession /in testot
sok'se[(a)n/ noun the rules which apply
when someone dies without having made
a will

intimidate /in'timidert/ verb to
frighten someone to make him do some-
thing or to prevent him from doing some-
thing o The accused was said to have in-
timidated the witnesses.

intimidation /in timr1'deif(o)n/ noun
the act of frightening someone to make
them do something or to prevent them
from doing something

intoxicated /in'toksikertid/ adjec-
tive showing the effects of having drunk
alcohol

intoxication /in, toksi'keif(o)n/ noun
the state of being drunk

in transit /in 'treenzit/ adverb o goods
in transit goods being carried from one
place to another

intra vires /,intro 'varri:z/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘within the permit-

ted powers’ o The minister’s action was
ruled to be intra vires. i) ultra vires
intrinsic  evidence /intrinsik
'evid(a)ns/ noun evidence used to inter-
pret a document which can be found in
the document itself. Compare extrinsic
evidence

invalid /'invalid/ adjective 1. not legal -
ly effective o a claim which has been de-
clared invalid o The permit is out-of-date
and therefore invalid. o National courts
cannot find EU legislation to be invalid.
2. not based on the facts that are known
o an invalid argument

invalidate /in'validert/ verb to make
something invalid o Because the compa-
ny has been taken over, the contract has
been invalidated.

invalidation /in,veli'deifon/ noun
the act of making something invalid
invalidity /,mnvo'liditi/ noun the fact
of being invalid o The invalidity of the
contract.

invasion of privacy /in,ver3(a)n ov
'privasi/ noun action which causes dis-
turbance to someone’s private life, e.g.
being followed intrusively by newspaper
reporters

inventory /'mvant(a)ri/ noun a com-
plete list of all the things occurring in
something such as a house for sale, an of-
fice for rent, or the estate of a deceased
person m verb to make a list of the con-
tents of a property

invest /in'vest/ verb to put money into
something such as a bank or a company
where it is expected to increase in value
o He invested all his money in a shop. o
She was advised to invest in real estate.
investigate /in'vestri,geit/ verb to ex-
amine something which may be wrong
investigation /in,vestr'geif(a)n/
noun an examination to find out what is
wrong o to conduct an investigation into
irregularities in share dealings
investigator /in'vestigeita/ noun
somebody who investigates o a govern-
ment investigator

investor /in'vests/ noun a person or
company which invests money

invitee /mvar'tiz/ noun somebody
who has accepted an invitation to go into
a property
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isolationist

involuntarily /in'volont(o)rali/ ad-
verb not willingly o The accused’s de-
fence was that she acted involuntarily.
involuntary /in'volont(o)ri/ adjective
1. not done willingly 2. without wanting
to

involuntary conduct /in
,volont(a)ri kon'dakt/ noun conduct
beyond a person’s control, offered as a
defence to a criminal charge
involuntary manslaughter /in
,volont(a)ri 'mansloita/ noun the kill-
ing someone through negligence, with-
out having intended to do so

10U /,a1 ou 'ju:/ noun a signed docu-
ment promising that you will pay back
money borrowed o to pay a pile of IOUs
Full form | owe you

IPR abbreviation intellectual property
rights

ipso facto /,ipsou 'feektou/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘by this very fact’
or ‘the fact itself shows’ o The writing of
the letter was ipso facto an admission of
guilt. o He was found in the vehicle at the
time of the accident and ipso facto was
deemed to be in charge of it.

ipso jure /,ipsou 'd3uerel/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘by the operation
of the law itself’

irreconcilable /1,rekon'sailob(a)l/
adjective so opposed that agreement is
not possible o irreconcilable differenc-
es strong disagreement between a hus-
band and wife which leads to divorce
irrecoverable /iri'kav(o)rob(a)l/
adjective being impossible to get back
irrecoverable debt /1
kav(a)rab(o)l 'det/ noun a debt which
will never be paid

irredeemable /ir1'di:mob(o)l/ adjec-
tive being impossible to redeem
irredeemable bond /ir1,di:mob(a)l
'bpnd/ noun a bond which has no date of
maturity and which therefore provides
interest but can never be redeemed at full
value

irredentism /ir1'dentiz(o)m/ noun
the act of trying to get back a colony or
territory which has been lost to another
country or which is felt to belong to the
country because of similar language, cul-
ture, etc.

irredentist /,irr'dentist/ noun some-
body who wants a territory returned

irregular /1'regjula/ adjective not fol-
lowing the usual rules, or not done in the
way regarded as being correct o irregular
documentation o This procedure is high-
ly irregular.

irregularity /iregju'leriti/ noun a
situation in which the usual rules or ways
of doing something have not been fol-
lowed (often plural) o to investigate ir-
regularities in the share dealings

irrelevant /i'relovont/ adjective not
relevant or important to what is being
considered

irresistible impulse / rizistob(o)l
'tmpals/ noun a strong wish to do some-
thing which you cannot resist because of
insanity

irretrievable /ir1'trirzvob(o)l/ adjec-
tive which cannot be brought back to its
former state o irretrievable breakdown
of a marriage situation where the two
spouses can no longer live together,
where the marriage cannot be saved and
therefore divorce proceedings can be
started

irrevocable /1'revokob(a)l/ adjective
being impossible to change

irrevocable acceptance i
revokab(a)l ok'septons/ noun an ac-
ceptance which cannot be withdrawn

irrevocable letter of credit
revakab(o)l |letor av 'kredit/ noun a
letter of credit which cannot be cancelled
or changed

IRS abbreviation US Internal Revenue
Service

Islamic Law /1z'lzmik 1o:/ noun the
law of some Muslim countries set out in
the Koran and the teachings of the proph-
et Muhammad. The law cannot be
changed, but it can be interpreted in dif-
ferent ways.

isolation / arsa'lerf(o)n/ noun 1. the
state of being separated from other peo-
ple 2. o in isolation kept on your own
away from other people o He had been
kept in isolation for several weeks.

isolationist /aisa'lerf(a)nist/ noun
somebody who believes that his or her
country should not get involved in the af-



issuance

fairs of other countries, especially should
not fight wars to protect other countries
issuance /'1fuans/ noun the act of is-
suing o Upon issuance of the order, the
bailiffs seized the property.

issue /'1fur/ noun 1. a subject that is
discussed or argued about o safety issues
» collateral issue o at issue under dis-
cussion as the most important aspect of a
subject o The point at issue is the owner-
ship of the property. o to have issues
with or around something to disagree
or have problems with something
(informal) o I have issues around the
idea of completely free access. o to make
an issue of something to treat something
as more important than it is o I don’t
want to make an issue of it, but I thought
her information could have been more
detailed. u to take issue with someone
or over something to disagree with
someone or about something o / have to
take issue with you over the handling of
the case. o Barristers took issue over the
proposals to change the system. 2. a
child or children of a parent o He had is-
sue two sons and one daughter. o She
died without issue. o They have no issue.
(NOTE: In this meaning issue is either
singular or plural and is not used with
the.) 3. the act of giving something to
someone or making something available
o The issue of new parking permits is ex-

pected soon. o issue of new shares,
share issue selling new shares in a com-
pany to the public m verb to announce or
give something officially o fo issue a let-
ter of credit o to issue shares in a new
company o to issue a writ against some-
one o The government issued a report on
London’s traffic. o The Secretary of State
issued guidelines for expenditure. o He
issued writs for libel in connection with
allegations made in a Sunday newspaper.

issued capital /1fu:d 'kepit(o)l/
noun the amount of capital which is giv-
en out as shares to shareholders

issued price /,1fu:d 'prais/ noun the
price of shares in a new company when
they are offered for sale for the first time

issuing bank /'ifuig begk/ noun a
bank which organises the selling of
shares in a new company

itemise /'‘aitomaiz/, itemize verb to
make a detailed list of things o itemising
the sales figures will take about two
days.

itemised account /artomaizd o
'kaunt/ noun a detailed record of money
paid or owed

item of expenditure /aitom ov 1k
'spenditfa/ noun something such as
goods or a service which has been paid
for and appears in the accounts



J /dzev/ abbreviation Justice o Smith J
said he was not laying down guidelines
for sentencing. (NOTE: often put after the
name of a High Court judge: Smith J is
spoken as ‘Mr Justice Smith’)
jactitation /dzektr'terf(o)n/ noun
the act of boasting that something is true
when it is not

jactitation of marriage
/. dzektiterf(o)n ov 'meerid3/ noun the
act of boasting that you are married to
someone when you are not

jail /dzei1l/ noun a place where criminals
are kept before trial or after they have
been convicted o He spent ten years in
Jjail. m verb to put someone in prison o
She was jailed for three years. o He was
jailed for manslaughter. (NOTE: also
spelled gaol in British English)
jailbird /'dzeilba:d/ noun somebody
who is in prison or who has often been
sent to prison

jailbreak /'dzeilbreik/ noun escape
from prison

jailer /'dzeils/ noun somebody who
works in a jail or who is in charge of a jail
jaywalker /'dzerwoiko/ noun some-
body who walks across a street at a place
which is not a proper crossing place
jaywalking /'dzerwoikin/ noun the
offence of walking across a street at a
place which is not a proper crossing
point for pedestrians

jeopardise /'dzepadaiz/, jeopardize
verb to be likely to harm o Her arrest for
drunken driving may jeopardise her
work as a doctor specialising in child
care.

jeopardy /'dzepadi/ noun o to be in
jeopardy to be in danger of punishment
or of harm o his driving licence is in

jeopardy he may lose his driving li-
cence. i double jeopardy

Job Centre /'d3ob ,sento/ noun a
government office which lists and helps
to fill jobs which are vacant

job evaluation /'dzpb 1valju
e1f(a)n/ noun the assessment of differ-
ent jobs within an organisation to see
what skills and qualifications are needed
to carry them out, with a view to estab-
lishing appropriate salaries

job openings /'dzpb ,oup(e)nigz/
plural noun jobs which are empty and
need filling

John Doe /,d3on 'dou/ noun a name
used as an example in fictitious cases
join /dzoin/ verb o to join someone to
an action to attach someone’s name as
one of the parties to an action

joinder /'dzomda/ noun the act of
bringing together several actions or sev-
eral parties in one action. » misjoinder,
nonjoinder

joint /d3oint/ adjective 1. with two or
more organisations or people linked to-
gether 2. of two or more people who
work together or who are linked o joint
beneficiary o joint managing director o
joint owner o joint signatory m noun a
place or building (slang) o to case a
joint to look at a building carefully be-
fore deciding how to break into it

joint account/'dzoint o, kaunt/ noun
a bank account for two people

joint and several /dzomt on
'sev(o)ral/ adjective as a group together
and also separately

joint and several liability /,dzomnt
an ,sev(a)ral ,lara'biliti/ noun a situa-
tion where two or more parties share a
single liability, and each party is also lia-
ble for the whole claim



joint commission of inquiry

joint commission of inquiry
/dzomt ko mif(a)n ov 1n'kwarari/,
joint committee /,d3zomnt ko'miti/
noun a commission or committee with
representatives of various organisations
on it

joint committee /dzomt ko'miti/
noun a committee formed of equal num-
bers of members of the House of Com-
mons and House of Lords

joint discussions /dzomnt dr
'skaf(e)nz/ plural noun discussions be-
tween employers and employees before
something is done

joint heir /,d3zomt 'ed/ noun some-
body who is an heir with someone else
joint liability /dzomt 1lare'biliti/
noun a situation where two or more par-
ties share a single liability

jointly /'dzomntli/ adverb together with
one or more other people o fo own a
property jointly o to manage a company
Jjointly o They are jointly liable for dam-
ages. o jointly and severally liable lia-
ble both as a group and as individuals
joint management /,dzo1nt
'manidzmant/ noun management by
two or more people

joint ownership /,dzomt 'sunafip/
noun a situation where two or more per-
sons own the same property
joint-stock bank /dzomt 'stok
.baenk/ noun a bank which is a public
company quoted on the Stock Exchange
joint-stock company /'dzomt stok
Jkamp(o)ni/ noun a company whose
shares are held by many people

joint tenancy /dzomt 'tenonsi/
noun a situation where two or more per-
sons acquire an interest in a property to-
gether, where if one of the joint tenants
dies, his or her share goes to those sur-
viving. i tenancy in common

joint tortfeasors /dzomt to:t
'fi1zoz/ plural noun two or more people
who are responsible and liable for a tort
jointure /'dzointfo/ noun the estate
settled on a wife as part of the marriage
settlement

joint venture /,d3oimnt 'vent[a/ noun
a very large business partnership where
two or more companies join together as
partners for a limited period

joy riding /'d3o1 raidiy/ noun the of-
fence of taking a car without the permis-
sion of the owner and using it to drive
about

JP abbreviation justice of the peace
(NOTE: The plural is JPs.)
judge /d3zad3/ noun 1. an official who
presides over a court and in civil cases
decides which party is in the right o a
County Court judge o a judge in the Di-
vorce Court o The judge sent him to pris-
on for embezzlement. (NOTE: In the UK it
is planned to transfer the appointment
of judges to a Judicial Appointments
Board.) 2. one of the fifteen members of
the European Court of Justice, appointed
by the Member States m verb to decide o
He judged it was time to call an end to
the discussions.
COMMENT: In England, judges are ap-
pointed by the Lord Chancellor. The
minimum requirement is that one
should be a barrister or solicitor of ten
years’ standing. The majority of judges
are barristers, but they cannot practise
as barristers. Recorders are practising
barristers who act as judges on a part-
time basis. The appointment of judges
is not a political appointment, and
judges remain in office unless they are
found guilty of gross misconduct.
Judges cannot be Members of Parlia-
ment. In the USA, state judges can be
appointed by the state governor or can
be elected; in the federal courts and
the Supreme Court, judges are ap-
pointed by the President, but the ap-
pointment has to be approved by Con-
gress.
Judge Advocate-General /d3ad3
&dvakat 'dzen(o)ral/ noun a lawyer
appointed by the state to advise on all le-
gal matters concerning the army
Judge Advocate-General of the
Forces /,d3ad3 ,&dvokat ,dzen(o)ral
av 09 'forsiz/ noun a lawyer appointed
by the state to advise on all legal matters
concerning the Army and Air Force
Judge Advocate of the Fleet
/,d3ad3 ,@&dvokat av do 'flizt/ noun a
lawyer appointed by the state to advise
on all legal matters concerning the Royal
Navy
judge in chambers /dzadz m
'tfermboaz/ noun a judge who hears a
case in private rooms without the public
being present and not in open court
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Judges’ Rules /d3adziz 'ru:lz/
noun an informal set of rules governing
how the police may question a suspect

judgment /'d3adzmont/, judgement
noun an official decision of a court o to
pronounce judgment, to give one’s
judgment on something to give an offi-
cial or legal decision about something o
to enter judgement, to take judgment
to record an official judgment on a case o
to enter judgment for the claimant to
make a legal judgment that the claim-
ant’s claim is accepted o to enter judg-
ment against the claimant to make a le-
gal judgment that the claimant’s claim is
not accepted o the claimant entered
judgment in default the claimant took
judgment (because the defendant failed
to defend the case)

judgment by default /,dzadzmont
bar di'fo:lt/ noun US a judgment with-
out trial against a defendant who fails to
respond to a claim

judgment creditor /,dzadzmont
'kred1ta/ noun somebody who has been
given a court order making a debtor pay
a debt

judgment debtor /'dzadzmont
,deta/ noun somebody who has been or-
dered by a court to pay a debt
judgment summons /,dzadzmont
'samanz/ noun a summons by a court to
enforce a court order, such as ordering a
judgment debtor to pay or to go to prison
(NOTE: The spelling judgment is used
by lawyers.)

judicata» res judicata

judicature /'dzu:dikotfo/ noun ad-
ministration of justice o judicature pa-
per thick heavy paper on which court
documents are engrossed. y Supreme
Court

judice » sub judice

judicial /dzu:'dif(e)l/ adjective 1. re-
ferring to a judge or the law o the Judi-
cial Committee of the House of Lords
the highest appeal court in England and
Wales 2. done in a court or by a judge

Judicial Committee of the House
of Lords /dzu:,dif(o)l ko'miti ov di:
hauz 1o:ds/ noun the highest court of ap-
peal in both civil and criminal cases in
England and Wales

Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council /dzu:,dif(o)l ko,miti ov 32
privi 'kavns(e)l/ noun the appeal court
for appeals from courts outside the UK,
such as the courts of some Common-
wealth countries

judicial immunity /dzu:dif(o)l 1
'mjuiniti/ noun a safety from prosecu-
tion granted to judges when acting in a
judicial capacity

judicial notice /d3u:,dif(o)l 'noutrs/
noun facts and matters which a judge is
presumed to know, so that evidence does
not have to be produced to prove them,
such as that New Year’s Day is January
Ist or that a small baby is not capable of
walking

judicial precedent /dzu:dif(o)l
'‘presid(e)nt/ noun a precedent set by a
court decision, which can be reversed
only by a higher court

judicial processes /dzu:dif(o)l
'prousesiz/ plural noun the ways in
which the law works

judicial review /dzu: dif(a)l r1'vjuy/
noun a review by a higher court of the
actions of a lower court or of an adminis-
trative body

judicial separation /dzu: dif(o)l
,sepa're1f(a)n/ noun a decree of a court
acknowledging the separation of a mar-
ried couple, but neither person is allowed
to marry again because they are not di-
vorced. Also called legal separation

judiciary /'dzu'difori/ noun o the ju-
diciary all judges, the court system, the
judicial power in general

jump /dzamp/ » bail

junior /'dzuinis/ adjective younger or
lower in rank o John Smith, Junior the
younger John Smith (i.e. the son of John
Smith, Senior) m noun 1. a barrister who
is not a Queen’s Counsel 2. a barrister
appearing with a leader » also called jun-
ior barrister

junior clerk /,dzu:nis 'kla:k/ noun a
clerk, usually young person, who has
lower status than a senior clerk

junior executive /dzumio 1g
'zekjutiv/ noun aless important manag-
er in a company



junior partner

junior partner /dzumio 'pa:tna/
noun somebody who has a small part of
the shares in a partnership

jurat /'dzusraet/ noun words at the end
of an affidavit, showing the details of
when and by whom it was sworn
juridical /d3u'ridik(a)l/ adjective re-
ferring to the law or to judges
jurisdiction / dzuvoris'dikfon/ noun
legal power over someone or something
o within the jurisdiction of the court in
the legal power of a court o outside the
jurisdiction of the court not covered by
the legal power of the court o the prison-
er refused to recognize the jurisdiction
of the court the prisoner said that he or
she did not believe that the court had the
legal right to try them

jurisdictional /dzuoris'dik fonal/
adjective referring to court’s jurisdiction
jurisprudence /dzuvoris'pruidons/
noun the study of the law and the legal
system

jurist /'dzvarist/ noun a person who
has specialised in the study and practice
of law

juristic /dzuo'ristik/ adjective ac-
cording to the practice of law
juror /'dzvars/ noun a member of a
jury
COMMENT: Jurors can be selected
from registered electors who are be-
tween eighteen and sixty-five years
old and who have been resident in the
UK for five years. Barristers, solicitors,
judges, priests, doctors, Members of
Parliament, people who are insane are
among the categories of people dis-
qualified from being jurors.
jury /'dzuari/ noun a group of twelve
citizens who are sworn to decide whether
someone is guilty or not guilty on the ba-
sis of the evidence they hear in court o he
has been called for jury service, for
jury duty UShe has been asked to do his
duty as a citizen and serve on a jury o
‘Members of the jury’ way of speaking
to a jury in court o the foreman of the
jury the chief juror, elected by the other
jurors, who chairs the discussions of the
jury and pronounces the verdict in court
afterwards
COMMENT: Juries are used in criminal
cases, and in some civil actions, nota-
bly actions for libel. They are also used

in some coroner’s inquests. The role of
the jury is use their common sense to
decide if the verdict should be for or
against the accused. Jurors have no
knowledge of the law and follow the
explanations given to them by the
judge. Anyone whose name appears
on the electoral register and who is be-
tween the ages of 18 and 70 is eligible
for jury service. Judges, magistrates,
barristers and solicitors are not eligible
for jury service, nor are priests, people
who are on bail, and people suffering
from mental iliness. People who are
excused jury service include members
of the armed forces, Members of Par-
liament and doctors. Potential jurors
can be challenged if one of the parties
to the case thinks they are or may be
biased.
jury box /'dzuori boks/ noun a place
where the jury sit in the courtroom
juryman /'dzusrimen/ noun a member
of a jury (NOTE: The plural is jurymen.)
jury room /'dzuori ruzm/ nouna room
where a jury meet to discuss the trial and
reach a verdict
jury service /'dzvori ,s3:vis/ noun
the duty which each citizen has of serv-
ing on a jury if asked to do so
jury vetting /,dzuori 'vetiy/ noun the
examination of each of the proposed
members of a jury to see if he or she is
qualified to be a juror
jus /d3as/ noun a Latin word meaning
‘law’ or ‘right’
jus accrescendi/ dzas ,&kre'sendi/
» survivorship
just /d3ast/ adjective fair or right o to
show just cause to show a reason which
is fair and acceptable in law o just war
war which is considered to be morally
right
justice /'dzastis/ noun 1. fair treat-
ment under the law o to administer jus-
tice to provide justice o to bring a crim-
inal to justice to find a criminal and
charge him with an offence 2. a magis-
trate 3. a judge 4. the title given to a High
Court judge o Mr Justice Adams
justice of the peace /,dzastis ov 00
'pirs/ noun a magistrate or local judge.
Abbreviation JP
justices’ chief executive
/. dzastisiz \tfiif 1g'zekjutiv/ noun a
senior administrator appointed by a mag-
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juvenile offender

istrates’ courts committee to run the
courts in an area, but not to give legal ad-
vice

justices’ clerk /.dzastisiz 'cla:k/
noun an official of a magistrates’ court
who gives advice to the justices on law,
practice or procedure; he or she reports
to the justices’ chief executive of their
area

justiciable /dzas'tifob(o)l/ adjective
referring to a legal principle which can
be subject to laws o Some people ques-
tion whether subsidiarity is justiciable.
justiciary /dzas'tifori/ noun all judg-
es

justifiable /'d3astifarob(e)l/ adjec-
tive excusable

justifiable homicide
/. d3astifarob(a)l 'homisaid/ noun the
act of killing a person for an acceptable
reason such as self-defence
justification /,dzastifr'kerf(a)n/
noun an acceptable reason for doing
something o in justification as an ac-
ceptable excuse for something o In justi-
fication, the accused claimed that the
burglar had attacked him with an axe. o
He wrote a letter in justification of his
decision. o The defendant entered de-

fence of justification. o with some justi-
fication having a good reason for some-
thing o She claimed, with some justifica-
tion, that she could not have known
about the change as the letter had gone
to the wrong address.

justify /'dzasti,far/ verb to give an ex-
cuse for o the end justifies the means if
the result is right, the means used to
reach it are acceptable

justitia » fiat justitia

juvenile /'dzu:vonail/ noun, adjective
a young person under seventeen years of
age

Juvenile Court /'d3u:vo,nail ko:t/
noun a court which tries young oftenders
o The appeal court quashed the care or-
der made by the juvenile court. (NOTE:
The Juvenile Court is now called the
Youth Court.)

juvenile delinquent /,d3u:vonail dr
'lipkwant/ noun a young criminal who
commits minor crimes, especially
against property

juvenile offender /dzu:vonail o
'fenda/ noun the former term for a
young person tried in a Juvenile Court
(NOTE: Now replaced by young offend-
er.)
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kangaroo court /kengo'ru: ko:t/
noun an unofticial and illegal court set
up by a group of people

KC abbreviation King’s Counsel

keeper /'ki:pa/ noun somebody who
keeps something

Keeper of the Great Seal / ki:por
ov 01 ,greit 'si:l/ noun the Lord Chan-
cellor

Keogh plan /'kizou ,pleen/ noun US a
private pension programme which al-
lows self-employed businessmen and
professionals to set up pension plans for
themselves

kerb crawling /ka:b 'kro:lig/ noun
driving slowly in order to importune
women standing on the pavement

key money /'ki: ;mani/ noun a premi-
um paid when taking over the keys of a
flat or office which you are renting

kickback /'kikbak/ noun an illegal
commission paid to someone, especially
a government official, who helps in a
business deal

kidnap /'kidnap/ verb to take away
someone and keep them somewhere
against their will, usually asking for
money to be paid or conditions to be met
before they can be released

kidnapper /'kidnaps/ noun some-
body who kidnaps someone
kidnapping /'kidnepiy/ noun the no-
tifiable offence of taking away a person
by force

kill /k1l/ verb to make someone die o He
was accused of killing his girlfriend with
a knife.

killer /'kils/ noun somebody who kills
o The police are searching for the girl’s
killer.

kin /kin/ plural noun relatives or close
members of the family. » next of kin
King’s Counsel /kipz 'kaunsoal/
noun abbreviation KC. » Queen’s
Counsel (NOTE: There is no plural for
counsel which is always used in the
singular whether it refers to one barris-
ter or several, and it is never used with
the article the or a. On the other hand,
the abbreviation QC can have a plural:
Two QCs represented the defendant.)
kitemark /'kartma:k/ noun a mark put
on British goods to show that they meet
official standards

kleptomania / kleptou'menia/ noun
a mental illness which makes someone
steal things

kleptomaniac /kleptouv'mernizk/
noun somebody who steals things be-
cause he or she suffers from kleptomania
knock-for-knock agreement / nok
fo ,nok o'gritmant/ noun an agreement
between two insurance companies that
they will not take legal action against
each other, and that each will pay the
claims of their own clients

knowingly /'nouigli/ adverb deliber-
ately o It was charged that he knowingly
broke the Official Secrets Act by publish-
ing the document in his newspaper.



labour /'le1ba/ noun 1. heavy work o to
charge for materials and labour to
charge for both the materials used in a
job and also the hours of work involved
2. the workforce in general (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is labor.) o
skilled labour workers who have special
knowledge or qualifications

labourer /'leibara/ noun somebody
who does unskilled work (NOTE: The US
spelling is laborer.)
labour-intensive industry / leibor
i, tenstv 'indestri/ noun an industry
which needs large numbers of employees
or where labour costs are high in relation
to turnover

labour law /'leibs 101/, labour laws
/'le1ba 1o:z/, labour legislation / leiba
Jledzi'slerf(a)n/ noun US law relating
to the employment of workers

laches /'lzt [1z/ noun long delay or ne-
glect in asserting a legal right. y statute
of limitations

lading /'leidiry/ » bill of lading

Lady Day /leidi der/ noun 25th

March, one of the quarter days when rent
is paid for land

laissez-faire /leiser 'feo/, laisser-
faire noun a political theory where a
government does nothing to control the
economy o Laissez-faire policies result-
ed in increased economic activity, but
contributed to a rise in imports.

land /laend/ noun an area of earth

COMMENT: Under English law, the
ownership of all land is vested in the
Crown; individuals or other legal per-
sons may however hold estates in
land, the most important of which are
freehold estates (which amount to ab-
solute ownership) and leasehold es-
tates (which last for a fixed period of
time). Ownership of land usually con-

fers ownership of everything above
and below the land. The process of
buying and selling land is ‘conveyanc-
ing’. Any contract transferring land or
any interest in land must be in writing.
Interests in land can be disposed of by
a will.

land agent /'l&nd ,eidzont/ noun

somebody who manages a farm or large

area of land for someone

land certificate /'lend so, tifikot/
noun a document which shows who
owns a piece of land, and whether there
are any charges on it

land charges /'lend ,t [a:d31z/ plural
noun covenants, mortgages, etc., which
are attached to a piece of land

landing card /'leendiy ka:d/ noun a
card given to passengers who have
passed customs and can land from a ship
or an aircraft

landing charges /'lendip \tfa:d31z/
plural noun payment for putting goods
on land and for customs duties

landing order /'leendiy ,0:da/ nouna
permit which allows goods to be unload-
ed into a bonded warehouse without pay-
ing customs duty

landlady /'lendleidi/ noun a woman
who owns a property which she lets

landlord /'leendlo:d/ noun a person or
company which owns a property which
is let

Landlord and Tenant Act
/leendlo:d on 'tenant ,&kt/ noun an
Act of Parliament which regulates the
letting of property

landmark decision /l&ndma:k dr
's13(9)n/ noun a legal or legislative deci-
sion which creates an important legal
precedent
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landowner /'l&ndouna/ noun some-
body who owns large areas of land

land register /'l&nd ,red3isto/ noun
a register of land, showing who owns it
and what buildings are on it

land registration /'l&nd redsr
,stre1f(a)n/ noun a system of registering
land and its owners

Land Registry /land redzistri/
noun the British government office
where details of land and its ownership
are kept

lands /lendz/ plural noun large areas
of land owned by one owner

Lands Tribunal /laindz trar
Jbjuin(@)l/ noun a court which deals
with compensation claims relating to
land

land tax /'lend teks/ noun a tax on
the amount of land owned

land tenure /'l&nd tenjo/ noun a
way in which land is owned such as
leasehold or freehold

lapse /l&ps/ noun 1. o a lapse of time
a period of time which has passed 2. the
ending of a right, a privilege or an offer,
e.g. the termination of an insurance poli-
cy because the premiums have not been
paid 3. the failure of a legacy because the
beneficiary has died before the testator m
verb to stop being valid or effective o to
let an offer lapse to allow time to pass so
that an offer is no longer valid o lapsed
passport passport which is out of date
lapsed legacy /,1xpst 'legasi/ nouna
legacy which cannot be put into effect
because the person who should have re-
ceived it died before the person who
made the will
lapsed policy /lzpst 'polisi/, lapsed
insurance policy /lepst In,[uarons
'polisi/ noun insurance which is no
longer valid because the premiums have
not been paid
larceny /'la:s(e)ni/ noun the crime of
stealing goods which belong to another
person o She was convicted of larceny.
COMMENT: Larceny no longer exists in
English law, having been replaced by
the crime of theft.
last /la:st/ adjective, adverb coming at
the end of a series o Out of a queue of
twenty people, [ was served last. o This is

our last board meeting before we move to
our new offices. o This is the last case
which the magistrates will hear before
lunch.

last in first out / la:st m f3:st 'avt/
phrase 1. in a redundancy situation, the
dismissal of the people who have been
most recently appointed before people
who have longer service 2. accounting
method where stock is valued at the price
of the latest purchases » abbreviation
LIFO

last will and testament / la:st ,wil
on 'testomont/ noun a document by
which a person says what they want to
happen to their property when they die

late /leit/ adjective 1. after the time
stated or agreed o We apologise for the
late start of this meeting. o there is a
penalty for late delivery if delivery is
later than the agreed date, the supplier
has to pay a fine 2. at the end of a period
of time o latest date for signature of the
contract the last acceptable date for
signing the contract 3. dead o She inher-
ited a fortune from his late uncle.
latent /'leit (o)nt/ adjective existing but
not obvious or visible

latent ambiguity /lert(o)nt ,eembi
'gjuirti/ noun a word or phrase in a con-
tract which can mean two or more things,
but which does not appear to be mislead-
ing at first

latent defect /leit(o)nt 'di:fekt/
noun a fault which cannot be seen imme-
diately

launder /'lo:nda/ verb to transfer ille-
gal or stolen money into an ordinary
bank account, usually by a complex
process to avoid detection (slang) o The
proceeds of the robbery were laundered
through a bank in the Caribbean.

law /15:/ noun 1. a written or unwritten
rule by which a country is governed and
the activities of people and organisations
are controlled. A written law in the UK is
an Act of Parliament which has received
the Royal Assent, or, in the US, an Act of
Congress which has been signed by the
President or which has been passed by
Congress over the President’s veto. o A
law has to be passed by Parliament. o
The government has proposed a new law
to regulate the sale of goods on Sundays.
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2. o contract law, the law of contract
laws relating to agreements o to take
someone to law to sue someone o inside
the law, within the law obeying the laws
of a country o against the law, outside
the law not according to the laws of a
country o Dismissing an employee with-
out reason is against the law. o The com-
pany is operating outside the law. o in
law according to the law o What are the
duties in law of a guardian? o to break
the law to do something which is against
the law o He is breaking the law by sell-
ing goods on Sunday. o You will be
breaking the law if you try to take that
computer out of the country without an
export licence. 3. a general rule 4. o the
law the police and the courts (informal)
o The law will catch up with him in the
end. o If you don’t stop making that noise
I’ll have the law on you. o the strong,
long arm of the law ability of the police
to catch criminals and deal with crime

law and order /|15: and 'o:da/ noun a
situation where the laws of a country are
being obeyed by most people o There
was a breakdown of law and order fol-
lowing the assassination of the president.

lawbreaker /'lo:,breika/ noun some-
body who breaks the law

law-breaking /'lo: breikiy/ noun the
act of doing something which is against
the law

Law Centre /'lo: ,sentd/ noun a local
office, especially in London, with full-
time staff who advise and represent cli-
ents free of charge

Law Commission /'lIo: ko,mif(o)n/
noun a permanent committee which re-
views English law and recommends
changes to it

law court /'lo: koit/ noun a place
where trials are held
COMMENT: In civil cases he decides
which party is right legally; in criminal
cases the decision is made by a jury,
and the judge passes sentence.
law enforcement /'15: m, forsmont/
noun the activity of making sure that
laws are obeyed

law enforcement officers /'lo:r in
[forsmont ,ofis:0z/ plural noun people
who have the official role of making sure

that people obey the law, e.g. police of-
ficers
lawful /'1o:f(a)1/ adjective acting within
the law
lawfully /'lo:fuli/ adverb acting within
the law
lawful picketing / 1o0:f(o)l 'pikotiy/
noun picketing which is allowed by law
lawful practice /lo:f(o)l 'praektis/
noun an action which is permitted by the
law
lawful trade /lo:f(a)l 'treid/ noun
trade which is allowed by law
lawless /'lo:1as/ adjective not control-
led by the law or by the police o The
magistrates criticised the lawless behav-
iour of the football crowd.
lawlessness /'lIo:losnas/ noun the
state of being lawless o The government
is trying to fight lawlessness in large cit-
ies.
Law List/'lo: list/ noun an annual pub-
lished list of barristers and solicitors
Law Lords /'lo: lo:dz/ plural noun
members of the House of Lords who are
or were judges, including the Lord Chan-
cellor and the Lords of Appeal in Ordi-
nary
law-making /'lo: ;meikig/ noun the
process of making of laws o Parliament
is the law-making body in Great Britain.
lawman /'lo:men/ noun US a police-
man (NOTE: The plural is lawmen.)
law merchant /'lo: \m3:tfont/ noun
same as mercantile law
Law Officers /'loir ,ofis:oz/ plural
noun members of the British govern-
ment, but not members of the Cabinet:
the Attorney-General and Solicitor-Gen-
eral in England and Wales, and the Lord
Advocate and Solicitor-General in Scot-
land
COMMENT: The Law Officers advise
the government and individual minis-
tries on legal matters. The Attorney-
General will prosecute in trials for seri-
ous crimes.
law of master and servant /lo: ov
,ma:sta on 's3:rvant/ noun same as em-
ployment law
law of property /lo: ov 'propati/
noun a branch of the law dealing with the
rights of ownership
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law of succession /lo: ov sok
'se[(a)n/ noun law relating to how prop-
erty shall pass to others when the owner
dies

law of supply and demand / lo:r
9v s9,plar an di'ma:nd/ noun the gen-
eral rule that the amount of a product
which is available is related to the needs
of possible customers

law reform /lo: ri'form/ noun the
continuing process of revising laws to
make them better suited to the needs of
society

Law Reports /'lo: r1,poits/ plural
noun regular reports of new cases and
legislation

law school /'Io: sku:l/ noun US a
school where lawyers are trained

Law Society /,Io: so'sarsti/ noun an
organisation of solicitors in England and
Wales, which represents and regulates
the profession

Laws of Oleron /lo:z av 'ploron/
plural noun the first maritime laws,
drawn up in 1216 and used as a base for
subsequent international laws

law stationer /'lo: sterf(o)no/ nouna
person who specialises in supplying sta-
tionery to legal firms

lawsuit /'loisuit/ noun US a case
brought to a court by a private person o
to bring a lawsuit against someone to
tell someone to appear in court to settle
an argument o to defend a lawsuit to ap-
pear in court to state your case

lawyer /'I5:jo/ noun a person who has
studied law and can act for people on le-
gal business

lay /let/ verb o to lay down to state
clearly o The conditions are laid down in
the document. o The guidelines lay down
rules for dealing with traffic offences. m
adjective not belonging to a specific pro-
fession

lay assessor /'le1 5,ses9/ noun a per-
son who is not a lawyer who has techni-
cal knowledge of a subject and advises a
court on specialised matters

lay magistrate /ler 'mad3zistrent/
noun an unpaid magistrate who is not
usually a qualified lawyer. Compare sti-
pendiary magistrate

layperson /'leimon/, layman, lay-
woman noun somebody who does not
belong to the legal profession (NOTE:
The plural is laymen.)

lay representative /ler  reprr
'zentat1v/ noun a person representing
someone in a case in the small claims
track who is not a solicitor, barrister or
legal executive

LC abbreviation Lord Chancellor
L/C abbreviation letter of credit
LCJ abbreviation Lord Chief Justice

lead /li:d/ noun a piece of information
which may help solve a crime o The po-
lice are following up several leads in the
murder investigation. m verb 1. to be the
first or in front o The company leads the
market in cheap computers. 2. to be the
main person in charge of a group 3. to be
the main person in a team of barristers
appearing for one side in a case o The
prosecution is led by J.M. Jones, QC. o
Mpr Smith is leading for the Crown. 4. to
start to do something such as present a
case in court o Mr Jones led for the pros-
ecution. o The Home Secretary will lead
for the Government in the emergency de-
bate. 5. to bring evidence before a court
6. to try to make a witness answer a ques-
tion in court in a specific way o Counsel
must not lead the witness. (NOTE: lead-
ing — led - has led)
leader /'lizdo/ noun 1. somebody who
manages or directs others o She is the
leader of the trade delegation to Nigeria.
o The minister was the leader of the par-
ty of lawyers on a tour of American
courts. 2. the main barrister, usually a
QC, in a team appearing for one side in a
case 3. a product which sells best o a
market leader product which sells most
in a market or company which has the
largest share of a market
COMMENT: Normally a party leader has
a great deal of power when it comes to
making appointments and deciding
party policy. In Britain, the leader of a
party may feel bound to follow policy
decisions laid down by the party con-
ference. This may restrict the leader’s
room for manoeuvre.
leading /'li:d1y/ adjective most impor-
tant o Leading shares rose on the Stock
Exchange o Leading businessmen feel
the end of the recession is near. o Lead-
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ing shareholders in the company forced a

change in management policy. o They

are the leading company in the field.
COMMENT: Leading questions may be
asked during cross-examination or
during examination in chief.

leading cases / li:diy 'keisiz/ plural

noun important cases which have set

precedents

leading counsel /li:dig 'kaunsal/
noun the main barrister, usually a QC, in
a team appearing for one side in a case

leading question /lizdig
'kweft[on/ noun a question put by a
barrister to a witness which strongly sug-
gests to the witness what the answer
ought to be, e.g. a question which can
only be answered ‘Yes’ or ‘No’

leak /li:k/ noun the unofficial passing of
information which has not yet been pub-
lished, by officials, MPs or employees to
newspapers. TV or radio stations, or oth-
er public forums. o The government is in-
vestigating the latest leak of documents
relating to the spy trial. m verb to make
secret information public without being
authorised to do so o The details of the
plan have been leaked to the press to test
public reaction.

lease /lirs/ noun 1. a written contract
for letting or renting of a building, a
piece of land or a piece of equipment for
a period of time on payment of a fee o
the lease expires, runs out in 2010 the
lease comes to an end in 2010 o on expi-
ration of the lease when the lease comes
to an end. » demise 2. o to hold an oil
lease in the North Sea to have a lease on
a section of the North Sea to explore for
oil m verb 1. to let or rent offices, land or
machinery for a period o to lease offices
to small firms o to lease equipment 2. to
use an office, land or machinery for a
time and pay a fee to the landlord or les-
sor o to lease an office from an insurance
company o All our company cars are
leased.

lease back / li:s 'baek/ verb to sell a
property or machinery to a company and
then take it back on a lease o They sold
the office building to raise cash, and then
leased it back for twenty-five years.
lease-back /'li:s baxk/ noun an ar-
rangement by which property is sold and

then taken back on a lease o They sold
the office building and then took it back
under a lease-back arrangement.

leasehold /'li:should/ adjective, ad-
verb on the basis of a lease o a leasehold
property o to purchase a flat leasehold m
noun a property which is held for a peri-
od of time on the basis of a lease o The
company has some valuable leaseholds
in the city centre.

leasehold enfranchisement
/ lizshauld 'frent faizmant/ noun the
right of a leaseholder to buy the freehold
of the property which he or she is leasing

leaseholder /'li:shoaulda/ noun some-
body who holds a property on a lease

leasing /'lizsty/ noun the activity of let
someone use something for a period on
payment of a fee o The company has
branched out into car leasing. m adjec-
tive providing something on the basis of
a lease o to run a photocopier under a
leasing arrangement o a computer-leas-
ing company

leave /li:v/ noun 1. permission to do
something o Counsel asked leave of the
court to show a film taken of the acci-
dent. o ‘by your leave’ with your per-
mission o leave to defend permission
from a court allowing someone to defend
himself against an accusation 2. a per-
mitted period of being away from work.
» maternity leave, paternity leave,
sick leave o leave of absence permis-
sion to be away from work for a period
for an unexpected reason o to go on
leave, to be on leave to be away from
work on holiday o She is away on sick
leave or on maternity leave. m verb 1. to
go away from somewhere or someone o
The next plane leaves at 10.20. o He left
his office early to go to the meeting. 2. to
give property to someone when you die o
He left his house to his wife. o I was left
£5,000 by my grandmother in her will. 3.
to resign o She left her job and started up
a new business. (NOTE: leaving — left —
has left)

left /left/ noun o swing to the left
movement of support towards socialist
principles

left of centre /left ov 'sento/ adjec-
tive tending towards socialism
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legacy /'legasi/ noun money or per-
sonal property excluding land given by
someone to someone else in a will o She
received a small legacy in her uncle’s
will.

COMMENT: Freehold land left to some-

one in a will is a devise.
legal /'li:g(o)l/ adjective 1. according
to or allowed by the law o The company’s
action was completely legal. 2. referring
to the law o to take legal action, to start
legal proceedings to sue someone, to
take someone to court o to take legal ad-
vice to ask a lawyer to advise about a
problem in law o legal department, le-
gal section section of a company dealing
with legal matters
legal adviser /li:g(o)l od'vaiza/
noun somebody who advises clients
about problems in law
legal age /'li:g(o)l erd3/ noun US the
age at which a person can sue or can be
sued or can undertake business
Legal Aid /lizg(o)l 'erd/ noun a
former British government scheme
whereby a person with very little money
could have legal representation and ad-
vice paid for by the state. Now adminis-
tered by the Legal Services Commission.
Legal Aid Centre /li:g(o)l 'erd
,sentd/ nounformerly, alocal office giv-
ing advice to clients with legal problems,
assisting with Legal Aid applications and
recommending clients to solicitors. v Le-
gal Services Commission
legal certainty /lizg(o)l 's3:t(o)nti/
noun in European law, a principle which
states that vested rights are not retroac-
tive, that legislation shall not have retro-
spective effect, and that the legitimate
expectations of a claimant must be re-
spected
legal charge / li:g(a)l 't fa:d3/ nouna
charge created over property by a legal
mortgage
legal claim /'li:g(o)l kleim/ noun a
statement that someone owns something
legally o He has no legal claim to the
property.
legal claim to something / li:g(o)l
kleim to 'samO11/ noun a statement that
you think you own something legally o
He has no legal claim to the property or
to the car.

legal costs /'liig(e)l kosts/ noun
money spent on fees to lawyers

legal currency /litg(e)l 'karonsi/
noun the money that is legally used in a
country

legal executive /liigd) 1g
'zekjutiv/ noun a clerk in a solicitor’s
office who is not a solicitor and is not ar-
ticled to become one, but has passed the
examinations of the Institute of Legal
Executives
COMMENT: Legal executives deal with
a lot of the background work in solici-
tors’ offices, including probate, con-
veyancing, matrimonial disputes, etc.
They can speak before a judge on
questions which are not contested.
legal expenses insurance
/litg()l 1k, spensiz 1n'[uarans/ noun
insurance which will pay the costs of a
court case

legal expert /'lizg(a)l ,eksp3:t/ noun
somebody who has a wide knowledge of
the law

legal holiday / li:g(s)! 'holider/ noun
a day when banks and other businesses
are closed

legalisation / li:golai'zeif(o)n/, le-
galization noun the process of making
something legal o the campaign for the
legalisation of abortion

legalise /'li:golaiz/, legalize verb to
make something legal

legality /Ii'geliti/ noun the fact of be-
ing allowed by law o There is doubt
about the legality of the company’s ac-
tion in dismissing him.

legally /'li:gsli/ adverb according to
the law o the contract is legally binding
according to the law, the contract has to
be obeyed o the directors are legally re-
sponsible the law says that the directors
are responsible

legal memory /lig(e)l 'mem(a)ri/
noun the period since 1189, the accepted
date to which legal title can be traced o
This practice has existed from before the
time of legal memory. » immemorial ex-
istence

legal person /]li:g(d)l 'p3is(e)n/
noun a company or corporation consid-
ered as a legal body
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lender

legal personality /li:g(o)l ,p3:so
'neloti/ noun existence as a body and so
ability to be affected by the law

legal proceedings /'li:g(e)l pro
,sitdinz/ plural noun a legal action o The
court proceedings were adjourned.
legal representative / li:g(o)l ,repri
'zentativ/ noun a barrister, solicitor, or
legal executive, who acts on behalf of a
party in a case

legal right /'lizg(a)l rart/ noun a right
which exists under law

legal secretary /lirg(d@)1
'sekrat(9)ri/ noun a secretary in a firm
of solicitors or the legal department of a
company

legal separation /li:g(s)l sepo
're1f(9)n/ noun same as judicial sepa-
ration

Legal Services Commission
/lirg(d)l s3:visiz ka'mif(a)n/ noun a
body set up to run the Community Legal
Service and the Criminal Defence Serv-
ice. Abbreviation LSC. Former name
Legal Aid

legal status /'li:g(a)l stertas/ nouna
legal identity of a person or body such as
a company or partnership

legal tender /li:g(o)l 'tends/ noun
coins or notes which can be legally used
to pay a debt (NOTE: Small denomina-
tions cannot be used to pay large
debts.)

legal writer /li:g(e)l 'rarta/ noun
somebody who writes and publishes
commentaries on legal problems

legatee /lega'tit/ noun somebody
who receives a legacy from someone
who has died

legis » corpus legis, ratio legis
legislate /'ledsisleit/ verb to make a
law o Parliament has legislated against
the sale of drugs or to prevent the sale of
drugs.

legislation /,led31'sle1f(a)n/ noun the
set of laws that have been agreed by Par-

liament and are implemented by the
courts

legislative /'ledzislotiv/ adjective
used to make laws o Parliament has a
legislative function.

legislative initiative / led3zislotiv 1
'nifat1v/ noun the power to propose leg-
islation o Member States of the EU have
the right of initiative in all legal and in-
ternal matters.

legislative veto /ledzislotiv
'virtou/ noun a clause written into legis-
lation relating to government agencies,
which states that the agency cannot act in
a way that the US Congress does not ap-
prove

legislator /'led3islerta/ noun a person
who makes or passes laws as a member
of a national or other legislative body

legislature /'ledzislot[a/ noun 1. the
part of a national or other government
which makes or changes laws o Mem-
bers of the legislature voted against the
proposal. (NOTE: The other parts are the
executive and the judiciary.) 2. the
building where a Parliament meets o The
protesters marched towards the State
Legislature.

legitimacy /li'dzitimasi/ noun 1. the
state of being legitimate o The court
doubted the legitimacy of his claim. 2. a
court case to make someone legitimate

legitimate adjective /li'd3zitimot/ 1.
allowed by law o He has a legitimate
claim to the property. 2. born to parents
who are married to each other o He left
his property to his legitimate offspring. v
illegitimate = verb /li'dzitimert/ to
make a child legitimate

legitimate expectations /It
dzritimot ekspek'terf(a)nz/ plural
noun expectations of an employee which
are usual and what one might expect em-
ployees to have

legitimation /I1,d3ziti'merf(o)n/, le-
gitimisation /l1,d31itimar'zeif(o)n/
noun the act of making a child legiti-
mate, e.g. by the marriage of the parents

lend /lend/ verb to allow someone to
use something for a period o fo lend
something to someone or to lend some-
one something o He lent the company
money or he lent money to the company.
o She lent the company car to her daugh-
ter. o The bank lent him £50,000 to start
his business.

lender /'lends/ noun somebody who
lends money



lender of the last resort

lender of the last resort/ lends ov
O1 laist ri'zoit/ noun a central bank
which lends money to commercial banks

lending /'lendin/ noun the act of let-
ting someone use money for a time

lending limit /'lendig ,lim1t/ noun a
limit on the amount of money a bank can
lend

lessee /le'sii/ noun a person who pays
rent for a property he or she leases from
a lessor

lessor /le'so:/ noun somebody who
grants a lease on a property to a lessee

let /let/ verb 1. to allow someone to do
something o The magistrate let the pris-
oner speak to his wife. 2. to lend a prop-
erty such as house, office, farm to some-
one for a payment o to let an office to al-
low someone to use an office for a time
in return for payment of rent o offices to
let offices which are available to be
leased by companies m noun 1. a period
of the lease of a property o They took the
office on a short let. 2. o without let or
hindrance without any obstruction

let-out clause /'let aut \klo:z/ noun a
clause which allows someone to avoid
doing something in a contract o He add-
ed a let-out clause to the effect that the
payments would be revised if the ex-
change rate fell by more than 5%.

letter /'leto/ noun 1. a piece of writing
sent from one person or company to an-
other to give information 2. o air letter
special thin blue paper which when fold-
ed can be sent by air without an envelope
o airmail letter letter sent by air 3. o to
acknowledge receipt by letter to write a
letter to say that something has been re-
ceived 4. a written or printed symbol
such as A, B, C o Write your name and
address in block letters or in capital let-
ters.

letter before action /leto br fo:
‘ek[on/ noun aletter written by a lawyer
to give a party the chance to pay the cli-
ent before he or she sues

letter of acknowledgement / letor
ov ok'nolidzmont/ noun a letter which
says that something has been received
letter of allotment /letor ov o
'Iptmont/ noun a letter which tells

someone how many shares in a new com-
pany he or she has been allotted

letter of application / letor ov 2plt
'ke1f(a)n/ noun a letter in which some-
one applies for a job or applies for shares
in a new company

letter of appointment / letor ov o
'‘pomntmont/ noun a letter in which
someone is appointed to a job

letter of attorney /letor ov o't3:ni/
noun a document showing that someone
has power of attorney

letter of comfort/ letor ov 'kamfot/
noun a letter supporting someone who is
trying to get a loan

letter of complaint /letor ov kom
'plemt/ noun a letter in which someone
complains

letter of credit /leto ov 'kredit/
noun a letter from a bank authorising
payment of a specific sum to a person or
company, usually in another country.
Abbreviation L/C

letter of demand /,leto ov di'ma:nd/
noun US a letter issued by a party or law-
yer demanding payment before taking
legal action

letter of indemnity /letor ov m
‘demniti/ noun a letter promising pay-
ment of compensation for a loss

letter of intent /letor ov m'tent/
noun a letter which states what someone
intends to do if a specific thing takes
place

letter of reference /letor ov
'ref(o)rons/ noun a letter in which an
employer or former employer recom-
mends someone for a new job

letter of renunciation / letor ov r1
nansi'erf(9)n/ noun a form sent with
new shares, which allows the person who
has been allotted the shares to refuse to
accept them and so sell them to someone
else

letter of request /leto ov ri'kwest/
noun a letter to a court in another coun-
try, asking for evidence to be taken from
someone under that court’s jurisdiction
letters of administration/ letoz ov
odmint'stre1f(a)n/ noun a document
given by a court to allow someone to deal
with the estate of a person who has died
without leaving a will or where the exec-
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utor appointed under the will cannot act
(NOTE: not used in the singular)

letters patent /letoz 'pertont/ plural
noun an official document from the
Crown, which gives someone the exclu-
sive right to do something such as be-
coming a lord or making and selling an
invention

letting agency /'letiy ,erdzonsi/
noun an agency which deals in property
to let

levy /'levi/ noun a type of tax which is
collected by the government or an offi-
cial body m verb to demand payment of a
tax or an extra payment and to collect it
o to levy a duty on the import of compu-
ter parts o The government has decided
to levy a tax on imported cars.

lex /leks/ noun a Latin word meaning
‘law’

lex fori /,leks 'fo:ri/ noun the law of
the place where the case is being heard

lex loci actus /leks loukar 'ektos/
noun the law of the place where the act
took place

lex loci contractus /leks  loukar
kon'traktas/ noun the law of the place
where the contract was made

lex loci delicti /leks (loukar di
'lekta1/ noun the law of the place where
the crime was committed

liabilities /laro'bilitiz/ plural noun
debts of a business o The balance sheet
shows the company’s assets and liabili-
ties.

liability /,lara'biliti/ noun 1. the fact of
being legally responsible for paying for
damage or loss incurred o His insurers
have admitted liability but the amount of
damages has not yet been agreed. o to
accept, to admit liability for something
to agree that you are responsible for
something o to refuse liability for
something to refuse to agree that you are
responsible for something 2. o he was
not able to meet his liabilities he could
not pay his debts o to discharge one’s li-
abilities in full to repay all debts

liability clause /laro'biliti klo:z/
noun a clause in the articles of associa-
tion of a company which states that the
liability of its members is limited

liable /'larab(a)l/ adjective 1. legally
responsible for something o The custom-
er is liable for breakages. o The chair-
man was personally liable for the com-
pany’s debts. o He was found by the
Jjudge to be liable for the accident. o He
will be found liable if he assists a trustee
to commit a dishonest breach of trust. 2.
officially due to pay or do something o
sales which are liable to stamp duty o
Such an action renders him liable to a
fine.

libel /laib(a)l/ noun 1. a published or
broadcast statement which damages
someone’s character o She claimed that
the newspaper report was a libel. 2. the
act of making a libel o action for libel,
libel action case in a law court where
someone says that another person has
written a libel about him m verb to dam-
age someone’s character in writing or in
a broadcast (NOTE: libelling — libelled.
The US spelling is libeling — libeled.)

libeller /laib(o)lo/ noun somebody
who has libelled someone

libellous /'laibsloas/ adjective casting
a slur on someone’s character o She said
that the report was libellous.

liberty /'libati/ noun the situation of
being free o at liberty free, not in prison
o They are still at liberty while waiting
for charges to be brought. o liberty of
the individual freedom for each person
to act within the law o liberty of the
press freedom of newspapers to publish
what they want within the law without
censorship o liberty of the subject the
right of a citizen to be free unless con-
victed of a crime which is punishable by
imprisonment

licence /'lais(o)ns/, license US
/'lais(a)ns/ noun 1. an official document
which allows someone to do something
or to use something o He granted his
neighbour a licence to use his field. o li-
cence to sell liquor, liquor licence doc-
ument given by the Magistrates’ Court
allowing someone to sell alcohol o on li-
cence a licence to sell alcohol for drink-
ing on the premises, usually in a bar or
restaurant 2. permission given by some-
one to another person to do something
which would otherwise be illegal 3. per-
mission for someone to leave prison be-
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fore the end of his or her sentence 4. o
goods manufactured under licence
goods made with the permission of the
owner of the copyright or patent
license /'lais(a)ns/ noun US spelling
of licence m verb to give someone offi-
cial permission to do something o [li-
censed to sell beers, wines and spirits o
to license a company to produce spare
parts o He is licensed to drive a lorry. o
She is licensed to run an employment
agency.

licensed deposit-taker / lais(o)nst
di'pozit ,teiks/ nouna business such as
a bank which takes deposits from indi-
viduals and lends the money to others
licensed premises /lais(o)nst
'premisiz/ plural noun a pub, restaurant,
bar or shop which has a licence to sell al-
cohol

licensee / lais(o)n'si:/ noun a person
who has a licence allowing them to carry
out an activity such as selling alcohol or
manufacturing or extracting something
licensing /'lais(o)nsiy/ adjective re-
lating to licences

licensing agreement/'lais(o)nsip o
,grizmant/ noun an agreement where a
person is granted a licence to manufac-
ture or use something

licensing hours /'lais(o)nsiy ,avoz/
plural noun hours of the day where alco-
hol can be bought to be drunk on the
premises

licensing magistrates / lais(o)nsip
'maed3istreits/ plural noun magistrates
who grant licences to persons or premis-
es for the sale of alcohol

licit /'listt/ adjective legal

lie /lat/ noun a statement which is not
true

lie detector /'la1 di,tektoa/ noun a ma-
chine which detects if a person is telling
the truth

lien /'lizan/ noun the legal right to hold
someone’s goods and keep them until a
debt has been paid o The garage had a
lien on her car until she paid the repair
bill.

lien on shares / lizon on '[eaz/ noun
aright of a company to sell shares which
have not been fully paid up, when the
shareholder refuses to pay for them fully

lieu /1ju:/ noun o in lieu of instead of o
to give someone two months’ salary in
lieu of notice to give an employee mon-
ey equivalent to the salary for two
months” work and ask him to leave im-
mediately

lie upon the table /lai A,pon 3o
'tetb(a)l/ verb (of a petition) to have
been put before the House of Commons
COMMENT: After a petition has been
presented by an MP it is said to ‘lie
upon the table’.
life /larf/ noun 1. the time when a per-
son s alive o for life for as long as some-
one is alive o His pension gives him a
comfortable income for life. o the life as-
sured, the life insured the person whose
life has been covered by the life assur-
ance 2. the period of time when some-
thing is in existence o the life of a loan o
during the life of the agreement o shelf
life of a product length of time when a
product can stay in the shop and still be
good to use

life annuity /'laif o nju:iti/ noun an-
nual payments made to someone for the
rest of their life

life assurance /'laif o, [uorons/ noun
insurance which pays a sum of money
when someone dies, or at a specified date
if the person is still alive

life imprisonment /laif mm
'priz(o)nmant/ noun the punishment of
being sent to prison for a serious crime,
but not necessarily for the whole of your
life (NOTE: As a penalty for murder, life
imprisonment lasts on average ten
years in the UK)

life insurance /laif 1n,fuorons/
noun same as life assurance

life interest / laif 'intrast/ noun a sit-
uation where someone benefits from a
property as long as he or she is alive

life peer /'laif p1o/ noun a member of
the House of Lords who is appointed for
life and whose title does not pass to an-
other member of the family

life preserver /'laif pr1,z3:va/ noun a
heavy club or cosh

lifer /'laifa/ noun somebody serving a
life sentence (slang)

LIFO abbreviation last in first out
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lift /lift/ verb 1. to take away or to re-
move o The government has lifted the
ban on imports of technical equipment. o
The minister has lifted the embargo on
the export of firearms. o Proceedings
will continue when the stay is lifted. 2. to
steal (informal)

lightning factor /lartnig ‘fakto/
noun the possibility that even a good
case may fail for an unexpected reason,
which is one of the factors to be taken
into account when preparing a condition-
al fee agreement (informal)

likelihood /'laiklihud/ noun the fact
of being likely

likelihood of bias /laiklihud ov
'baras/ noun the possibility that bias will
occur because of a connection between a
member of the court and a party in the
case

limit /'ltmit/ noun a point at which
something ends o to set limits to im-
ports, to impose limits on imports to
allow only a specific amount of goods to
be imported o he has exceeded his cred-
it limit he has borrowed more money
than he is allowed to do m verb to stop
something from going beyond a specific
point o The court limited damages to
£100. o the banks have limited their
credit the banks have allowed their cus-
tomers only a limited amount of credit
limitation /,lim1'terf(o)n/ noun the act
of allowing only a limited amount of
something o The contract imposes limi-
tations on the number of cars which can
be imported.

limitation of actions /,limiteif(o)n
ov '&k[(a)nz/ noun a law which allows
only a specific amount of time, usually
six years, for someone to start legal pro-
ceedings in order to claim property or
compensation for damage

limitation of liability /,limiteif(o)n
av lara'bilrti/ noun 1. making someone
liable for only a part of the damage or
loss 2. making shareholders in a limited
company liable for the debts of the com-
pany only in proportion to their share-
holding

limitation period /limi'teif(o)n
,prariad/ noun a period during which
someone who has a right to claim against
another person must start court proceed-

ings. If the claim is not made in time, this
may be used as a defence argument.
limited /'lim1t1d/ adjective restricted
limited liability /,limitid lara'biliti/
noun the legal principle that individual
members of limited liability company
are liable for that company’s debts only
to the value of their shares

limited liability company /,limitid
lara, bilrti 'kamp(a)ni/ noun a company
where each shareholder is responsible
for repaying the company’s debts only to
the face value of the shares he or she
owns

limited market /limitid 'ma:kit/
noun a market which can take only a spe-
cific quantity of goods

limited partner /limitid 'pa:tnd/
noun a partner who has only limited lia-
bility for the partnership debts

limited partnership /limitid
'paitnafip/ noun a partnership where
the liability of some of the partners is
limited to the amount of capital they have
each provided to the business while other
working partners are fully liable for all
the obligations of the partnership. These
partners with limited liability may not
take part in the running of the business.
limited warranty / limitid 'woronti/
noun a warranty which is limited in
some way such as being valid only for a
specific period of time or under special
conditions of use

limiting /'limrtiy/ adjective restricting
o a limiting clause in a contract o The
short holiday season is a limiting factor
on the hotel trade.

Lincoln’s Inn /,linkonz 'tn/ noun one
of the four Inns of Court in London
lineal descent / linisl di'sent/ noun
direct descent from parent to child

line management /Mam
.manidzmant/ noun a type of business
organisation where each manager is di-
rectly responsible for a stage in the oper-
ation of the business

liquid assets / likwid 'esets/ noun
cash, or bills which can be quickly con-
verted into cash

liquidate /'likwidert/ verb o to liqui-
date a company to wind up a company,
to close down a company and sell its as-
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sets o to liquidate a debt to pay a debt in
full o to liquidate assets, stock to sell
assets or stock to raise cash

liquidated damages / likwidertid
'‘deem1d31z/ plural noun specific amount
which has been calculated as the loss suf-
fered

liquidation /,likwi'deif(a)n/ noun 1.
o liquidation of a debt payment of a
debt in full 2. the closing of a company
and selling of its assets o the company
went into liquidation the company was
closed and its assets sold

liquidator /'likwiderta/ noun some-
body who administers the assets and su-
pervises the winding up of a company
liquidity /li'kwiditi/ noun the situa-
tion of having cash or assets which can
easily be sold to raise cash o The compa-
ny was going through a liquidity crisis
and had to stop payments.

lis /lis/ noun a Latin word meaning
‘lawsuit’

lis alibi pendens /lis ,&libar
'‘pendenz/ noun a legal action has been
started in another place

lis pendens /lis 'pendenz/ noun
pending suit

list /list/ noun 1. a set of several items
written one after the other o list of debt-
ors o to add an item to a list o to cross
someone’s name off a list o list of cases
to be heard 2. a particular court to which
cases are allocated according to their
subject 3. a catalogue m verb 1. to write
a series of items one after the other o The
catalogue lists products by category. 2.
to decide on the date at which a case will
be heard o The case is listed to be heard
next week.

listed building / listid 'bildiy/ noun
a building of special interest, often be-
cause it is old, which the owners cannot
alter or demolish

listing /'listin/ noun the action of
scheduling a case to be heard on a specif-
ic date

listing hearing /,listig 'hioriy/ noun
a hearing which may be held at which a
court decides on the date at which a case
will be heard

listing questionnaire /listip
k(w)est[o'nea/ noun a questionnaire

sent by a court to the parties in a case al-
located to the fast track, in which they
must give details of things such as docu-
ments, witnesses, expert evidence. The
questionnaire has to be filed with the
court within 14 days and is used by the
court to decide on scheduling the date
when the case will be heard.

list of documents /list ov 'dokju
.ments/ noun a list prepared by parties
in a civil action giving disclosure of doc-
uments relevant to the action

list of members / list ov 'memboz/
noun an annual return made by a compa-
ny listing its shareholders

litem » ad litem

literal rule /'lit(o)ral ru:l/ noun a rule
that, when interpreting a statute, the
court should give the words of the statute
their most obvious meaning

litigant /'litigont/ noun somebody
who brings a lawsuit against someone
litigant in person /litigont
'p3:s(9)n/ noun a person bringing a law-
suit who also speaks on his or her own
behalf in court without the help of a law-
yer

litigate /'litigert/ verb to bring a law-
suit against someone to have a dispute
settled

litigation / lit1'gerf(a)n/ noun the ac-
tion of bringing a lawsuit against some-
one to have a dispute settled o He has got
into litigation with the county council.
litigation friend /liti'geif(o)n
frend/ noun somebody who represents a
child or patient in court, and whose duty
is to act in the best interests of the child
or patient

litigation practitioner  /lit1
'ge1f(o)n prek tif(9)na/ noun a lawyer
who specialises in litigation

litigious /li'tidzes/ adjective very
willing to bring a lawsuit against some-
one to settle a disagreement

living off immoral earnings / livip
of 1,moral '3:niyz/ noun the offence of
making a living from money obtained
from prostitutes

LJ abbreviation Lord Justice (NOTE:
written after the surname of the judge in
legal reports: Smith LJ said he was not
laying down any guidelines for sentenc-
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ing but Smith LJ is spoken as ‘Lord
Justice Smith’.)

LJJ abbreviation lord justices

LL.B., LL.M., LL.D. abbreviation let-
ters written after someone’s name, show-
ing that he or she has the degree of Bach-
elor of Laws, Master of Laws or Doctor
of Laws

Lloyd’s /lo1dz/ noun a central London
market for underwriting insurances o
ship which is A1 at Lloyd’s ship which
is in best condition according to Lloyd’s
Register

Lloyd’s Register /loidz 'redzisto/
noun a classified list showing details of
all the ships in the world

Lloyd’s underwriter  /loidz
'Andorarta/ noun a member of an insur-
ance group at Lloyd’s who accepts to un-
derwrite insurances

loan /laun/ noun money that has been
lent o short-term loan, long-term loan
loans which have to be repaid within a
few weeks or some years m verb to lend

loan stock /'loun stok/ noun money
lent to a company at a fixed rate of inter-
est

lobby /'Ipbi/ noun a group of people or
pressure group which tries to influence
MPs or the passage of legislation o the
car lobby people who try to persuade
government that cars should be encour-
aged and not restricted o the environ-
mentalist lobby people who try to per-
suade government that the environment
must be protected, pollution stopped, etc.

lobbyist /'lobiist/ noun somebody
who is paid to represent a pressure group

local call /louk(a)l 'ko:l/ noun a call
to a number on the same exchange

local court /louk(o)l ko:it/ noun a
court such as a magistrates’ court which
hears cases coming from its local area

local custom /louk(e)l 'kastom/
noun the way in which things are usually
done in a particular place

loc. cit. phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘in the place which has been mentioned’
(NOTE: used when referring to a point in
a legal text: ‘see also Smith J in Jones
v. Associated Steel Ltd loc. cit. line
26’)

locking up //Iokiy 'ap/ noun o the
locking up of money in stock investing
money in stock so that it cannot be used
for other, possibly more profitable, in-
vestments

lock up /,Iok 'ap/ verb 1. to put some-
one in prison or a psychiatric hospital 2.
o to lock up a shop, an office to close
and lock the door at the end of the day’s
work o to lock up capital to have capital
invested in such a way that it cannot be
used for other investments

lock-up /'lok Ap/ adjective o lock-up
shop shop which has no living accom-
modation which the proprietor locks at
night when it is closed m noun a prison
(informal)

loco » in loco parentis

locum /loukom/, locum tenens
/Joukam 'tenonz/ noun somebody who
takes the place of another person for a
time o locums wanted in South London

locus /'loukes/ noun a Latin word
meaning ‘place’

locus sigilli /loukes sr'dzilar/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘place of
the seal’: used to show where to put the
seal on a document

locus standi /loukos 'standar/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘place to
stand’: the right to be heard in a court o
The taxpayer does not have locus standi
in this court.

lodge /Ind3/ verb to deposit something
such as a document officially o to lodge
caution to deposit a document with the
Land Registry which prevents land or
property being sold without notice o to
lodge a complaint against someone to
make an official complaint about some-
one o to lodge money with someone to
deposit money with someone o to lodge
securities as collateral to put securities
into a bank to be used as collateral for a
loan

lodger /'lod3s/ noun somebody who
lives in a house or part of a house which
is owned by a resident landlord

logrolling /'Ingrauliy/ noun US the
act of attaching a bill to another more
popular bill before Congress in the hope
that the two will be passed together
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loitering with intent / loitorig wid
m'tent/ noun the offence of walking
slowly, stopping frequently, especially to
solicit sexual relations

London gold fixing /,1andan 'gould
f1ks1n/ noun a system where the world
price for gold is set each day in London

long credit / log 'kredit/ noun credit
terms which allow the borrower a long
time to pay

long-dated bills /,log ,dertid 'bilz/
plural noun bills of exchange which are
payable in more than three months’ time

long-distance call /Ioy distons
'ko:l/ noun a call to a number in a differ-
ent zone or area

long lease /lop 'lizss/ noun a lease
which runs for fifty years or more o o
take an office building on a long lease

longs /lonz/ plural noun government
stocks which mature in over fifteen
years’ time

long-standing customer /oy
stendig 'kastoma/ noun somebody
who has been a customer for many years

long tenancy /log 'tenansi/ noun
tenancy for a period of more than 21
years

long-term /1oy 't3:m/ adjective o on
a long-term basis for a long period of
time

long-term debts /lop t3im 'dets/
plural noun debts which will be repaid
many years later

long-term forecast /Iop tsim
'forkarst/ noun a forecast for a period of
over three years

long-term liabilities /,Iog t3:m ,laro
'bilitiz/ plural noun debts which are not
due to be repaid for some years

long-term loan /lop t3:m 'loun/
noun a loan to be repaid many years later

long-term objective /,loy t3:m ab
'dzektiv/, short-term objective /,[o:t
t3mm ob'dzektiv/ noun an aim which
you hope to achieve within a few years or
a few months

long-term objectives /,lop t3:m ob
'dzektivz/ plural noun aims which will
take years to fulfil

Long Vacation /log vo'kerf(o)n/
noun the summer holiday of the law
courts and universities

loophole /'lu:phoavl/ noun o to find a
loophole in the law to find a means of
doing what you want to do, by finding a
way of getting round a law which other-
wise would prevent you from acting o to
find a tax loophole to find a means of le-
gally not paying tax

loot /lu:t/ noun stolen money or goods
m verb to steal goods from shops, ware-
houses or homes during a period of un-
rest, disaster or lack of government con-
trol o The stores were looted by a mob of
hooligans.

looter /'lu:ta/ noun a person who steals
valuables from shops, warehouses or
homes during a period of unrest, disaster
or lack of government control

looting /'lu:tiy/ noun the act of steal-
ing valuable goods o The police cor-
doned off the area to prevent looting.

Lord Advocate /lo:d 'advokeat/
noun a member of the government who
is one of the two Law Officers in Scot-
land

Lord Chancellor /lo:d 'tfa:nsalo/
noun the member of the British govern-
ment and cabinet who is responsible for
the administration of justice and the ap-
pointment of judges in England and
Wales and who also presides over the de-
bates in the House of Lords. The post is
to be abolished and the role will be un-
dertaken by the Secretary of State for
Constitutional Affairs.

Lord Chief Justice /lo:d tfi:f
'dzastis/ noun the chief judge of the
Queen’s Bench Division of the High
Court who is also a member of the Court
of Appeal

Lord Justice /lo:d 'd3astis/ noun
the title given to a judge who is a member
of the House of Lords and the Court of
Appeal (NOTE: It may be written abbre-
viated as LJ, or LJJ for the plural, after
a surname: Smith LJ or Jones and
White LJJ.)

Lord Justice Clerk /lo:d ,dzastis
'kla:k/ noun the second most important
judge in the Scottish High Court of Justi-
ciary (NOTE: Lord Justice is written LJ
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lynch law

after the name: Smith LJ = Lord Jus-
tice Smith)

Lord Justice General /Io:d ,d3astis
'dzen(a)ral/ noun the chief judge in the
Scottish High Court of Judiciary

Lord Lieutenant /lo:d lef'tenont/
noun the representative of the Crown in
a county

Lord of Appeal/ Io:d ov o'pi:l/ noun
a member of the House of Lords who sits
when the House is acting as a Court of
Appeal

Lord of Appeal in Ordinary /lo:d
ov 9,pi:l I 'a:d(e)n(d)ri/ noun one of
eleven lords who are paid to sit as mem-
bers of the House of Lords when it acts
as a Court of Appeal

Lord Ordinary /lo:d 'o:d(o)n(o)ri/
noun ajudge of first instance in the outer
house of the Scottish Court of Session
Lord President /lo:d 'prezidont/
noun a judge of the Scottish Court of
Session

Lord President of the Council
/lord \prezident ov 8o 'kauns(a)l/
noun a senior member of the UK govern-
ment, who is a member of the House of
Lords and head of the Privy Council Of-
fice and has other duties allocated by the
Prime Minister

Lords /15:dz/ plural noun 1. the House
of Lords o The Lords voted to amend the
Bill. 2. members of the House of Lords o
the Law Lords members of the House of
Lords who are or were judges, and are
entitled to sit on the Court of Appeal
lose /lu:z/ verb 1. not to be successful
in a legal case o He lost his appeal to the
House of Lords. o She lost her case for
compensation. 2. not to have something
any more o to lose an order not to get an
order which you were hoping to get o
During the strike, the company lost six
orders to American competitors. o to
lose control of a company to find that
you have less than 50% of the shares and
so are no longer able to direct the compa-

ny o she lost her job when the factory
closed she was made redundant 3. to
have less money o He lost £25,000 in his
father’s computer company. o the pound
has lost value the pound is worth less 4.
to drop to a lower price o The dollar lost
two cents against the pound. o Gold
shares lost 5% on the market yesterday.
(NOTE: losing — lost — has lost)

loss /lps/ noun 1. o the car was writ-
ten off as a dead loss, a total loss the car
was so badly damaged that the insurers
said it had no value 2. o loss in weight
goods which weigh less than when they
were packed o loss in transport amount
of weight which is lost while goods are
being shipped

loss adjuster /'Ips 2,d3asto/ noun
same as average adjuster
loss-leader /'los lizdo/ noun an arti-
cle which is sold very cheaply to attract
customers

lost profits /lost 'profits/ plural
noun profits which would have been
made from a transaction which is the
subject of an action for breach of con-
tract

Lower Chamber /louvo 'tfermbo/
noun the less important of the two hous-
es in a bicameral system of government.
Opposite Upper Chamber (NOTE: The
opposite is upper.)

LSC abbreviation Legal Services Com-
mission

lump sum /lamp 'sam/ noun an
amount of money that is paid in one sin-
gle payment, not in several small
amounts o He received a lump sum pay-
ment of £500. o The company offer a
lump sum of £1,000 as an out-of-court
settlement.

lynch /lintJ/ verb to catch an accused
person and kill him, usually by hanging,
without a trial

lynch law /lint [ 1o/ noun the killing
of accused persons by a mob without a
trial
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mace-bearer /'meis ,beara/ noun an
official who carries a mace in procession

machine-readable codes /mo, fi:n
'rizdob(9)l kouds/ plural noun sets of
signs or letters such as bar codes or post
codes which can be read by computers

machine shop /ma'[i:n [pp/ noun a
place where working machines are kept

Madam Chairman /madom
'tfeoamon/ noun a way of addressing a
woman who is in the chair at the meeting

Mafia /'mafio/ noun any organised
group of criminals o the Russian drugs
mafia
magistrate /'medsistreit/ noun a
usually unpaid official who tries cases in
a police court
COMMENT: The Magistrates’ Courts
hear cases of petty crime, adoption,
affiliation, maintenance and violence
in the home; they hear almost all crim-
inal cases. The court can commit
someone for trial or for sentence in the
Crown Court. A stipendiary magistrate
is a qualified lawyer who usually sits
alone; lay magistrates usually sit as a
bench of three, and can only sit if there
is a justices’ clerk present to advise
them.
magistrates’ clerk /'mad3zistreits
kla:k/ noun an official of a magistrates’
court who gives advice to the magistrates
on law, practice or procedure

magistrates’ court /'mad3zistreits
ko:t/ noun 1. a building where magis-
trates try cases 2. a court presided over
by magistrates

magistrates’ courts committee
/ mad3istrerts kot ko'miti/ noun a
committee which organises the adminis-
tration of the courts in one or more petty
sessions areas

mail-order selling /'meil o:do
,seliy/ noun the activity of selling by
taking orders and supplying a product by
post

maintenance /'meintonans/ noun 1.
the activity of keeping things going or
working o The maintenance of law and
order is in the hands of the local police
force. 2. a payment made by a divorced
or separated husband or wife to the
former spouse, to help pay for living ex-
penses and the cost of bringing up the
children 3. formerly, the crime or tort of
unlawfully providing someone with
money to help that person to pay the
costs of suing a third party

maintenance agreement
//meintonans 9'gritmont/ noun an
agreement drawn up between a married
couple, detailing the financial arrange-
ments which will be set up if they sepa-
rate

maintenance contract
/'meintonans kontraekt/ noun a con-
tract by which a company keeps a piece
of equipment in good working order

maintenance order /meintonons
'a1:da/ noun a court order which orders a
divorced or separated husband or wife to
pay maintenance to the former spouse
maintenance  pending  suit
/meintonans 'pendiy suit/ noun
maintenance obtained by a spouse in
matrimonial proceedings until there is a
full hearing to deal with the couple’s fi-
nancial affairs (NOTE: The US termis al-
imony.)

Majesty /‘madzosti/ noun the title
given to a King or Queen o His Majesty,
the King o Their Majesties, the King and
Queen o ‘Your Majesty, the Ambassador
has arrived’ o on Her Majesty’s Serv-



manendi

ice (OHMS) words printed on official
letters from government departments.
Her Majesty’s pleasure

majeure /mz'33:/ » force majeure

majority /ma'd3zoriti/ noun 1. a larger
group than any other o a majority of the
jury more than 50% of the jury o the
board accepted the proposal by a ma-
jority of three to two three members of
the board voted to accept and two voted
against o a majority shareholder per-
son who owns more than half the shares
in a company 2. the age at which some-
one becomes responsible for his actions
and can sue, be sued or undertake busi-
ness transactions
COMMENT: The age of majority in the
UK and USA is eighteen.

majority verdict  /mo,d3priti
'vardikt/ noun a verdict reached by a
jury where at least ten jurors vote for the
verdict (NOTE: In US English plurality is
used to indicate a majority over another
candidate, and majority is used to indi-
cate having more votes than all other
candidates put together.)

major  shareholder /meidzo
'[eshoulda/ noun a shareholder with a
large number of shares

maladministration /malod,mint
'stre1f(9)n/ noun incompetent or illegal
administration

mala in se /malo n 'sel/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘wrongs in them-
selves’: acts such as murder which are in
themselves crimes

mala prohibita / malo prou'hibito/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘forbid-
den wrongs’: acts such as walking on the
grass in a park which are not crimes in
themselves, but which are forbidden

malfeasance /mel'fi:z(o)ns/ noun
an unlawful act

malice /'mzlis/ noun the act of inten-
tionally committing an act from wrong
motives, or the intention to commit a
crime o with malice aforethought with
the intention of committing a crime (es-
pecially murder)

malicious /mo'lifas/ adjective intend-
ing to cause harm

malicious damage /mo lifos
'‘deemid3/ noun the deliberate and inten-
tional harming of property
maliciously /ma'lifssli/ adverb in a
malicious way, with the intention of
causing harm o He claimed that he had
been prosecuted maliciously.
malicious prosecution /mo lifos
prost'’kju:f(a)n/ nounthe tort of charg-
ing someone with a crime out of malice
and without proper reason

malicious wounding /mo lifos
'‘wu:ndin/ noun the offence of inflicting
grievous bodily harm on someone with
the purpose of causing them injury
malpractice /meal'praektis/ noun (re-
ferring to a lawyer, doctor, accountant
or other professional person) acting in
an unprofessional or illegal way
managing clerk /'meanidzm kla:k/
noun a former term for a legal executive
mandamus /man'deimos/ Latin
word meaning ‘we command’: a court
order from the Divisional Court of the
Queen’s Bench Division, ordering a
body such as a lower court or tribunal to
perform a legal duty o The Chief Consta-
ble applied for an order of mandamus di-
recting the justices to rehear the case.
mandate noun /'mzandert/ the author-
ity given to a person or persons to act on
behalf of the person or persons giving the
authority and carry out their wishes o
The government has a mandate from the
people to carry out the plans put forward
in its manifesto. o to seek a new man-
date to try to be re-elected to a position
m verb /men'dert/ to give a person or
persons the authority to carry out a spe-
cific action on behalf of another person
or persons and according to their wishes
o The government has been mandated to
revise the tax system.

mandatory /'mandat(o)ri/ adjective
obligatory

mandatory injunction
/; mandat(o)ri m'dzapkfon/ noun an
order from a court which compels some-
one to do something

mandatory meeting / mandat(o)ri
'mi:tig/ noun a meeting which must be
held or which all members have to attend

manendi » animus manendi



manifest

manifest /'menifest/ adjective obvi-
ous o a manifest injustice

manipulate /mo'nipju,leit/ verb o to
manipulate the accounts to make false
accounts so that the company seems
profitable o to manipulate the market
to work to influence share prices in your
favour

manslaughter /'mznslo:ts/ noun the
notifiable offence of killing someone
without having intended to do so, or of
killing someone intentionally but with
mitigating circumstances o He was ac-
cused of manslaughter. o She was con-
victed of the manslaughter of her hus-
band.

manual labour /manjusl 'leiba/
noun work done by hand

manual labourer  /menjusl
'letbara/ noun somebody who does
work with their hands

Mareva injunction /mo'rervo In
.d3agk[(a)n/ noun formerly, a court or-
der to freeze the assets of a person who
has gone overseas or of a company based
overseas to prevent them being taken out
of the country (NOTE: Called after the
case of Mareva Compania Naviera SA
v. International Bulk-Carriers SA. Since
the introduction of the new Civil Proce-
dure Rules in April 1999, this term has
been replaced by freezing injunction.)

marine insurance /morin
'fuarans/ noun insurance of ships and
their cargoes

marine underwriter /moriin
‘andorarte/ noun somebody who in-
sures ships and their cargoes

marital /'merit(o)l/ adjective referring
to a marriage

marital privileges / merit(o)l
‘privalidzs/ plural noun privilege of a
spouse not to give evidence against the
other spouse in some criminal proceed-
ings

marital rape /'marit(ao)l rerp/ noun
the act of a husband forcing his wife to
have sexual intercourse without her con-
sent

maritime law / maritaim 'lo:/ noun

the set of laws referring to ships, ports,
etc.

maritime lawyer / maritaim 'lo:jo/
noun a lawyer who specialises in legal
matters concerning ships and cargoes
maritime lien /meritaim 'lizon/
noun the right to seize a ship against an
unpaid debt
maritime trade /meritaim 'treid/
noun the activity of carrying commercial
goods by sea
mark /ma:k/ noun a cross (‘X’) put on
a document in place of a signature by
someone who cannot write
market /'ma:kit/ noun 1. o to pay
black market prices to pay high prices
to get items which are not easily availa-
ble 2. o a buyer’s market market where
goods are sold cheaply because there is
little demand o a seller’s market market
where the seller can ask high prices be-
cause there is a large demand for the
product 3. o the foreign exchange mar-
kets market where people buy and sell
foreign currencies 4. o to buy shares in
the open market to buy shares on the
Stock Exchange, not privately
marketable title /ma:kitob(a)l
'tart(9)l/ noun a title to a property which
can be sold, i.e. it is free of major encum-
brances
market capitalisation /ma:kit
kepritolar'zeif(o)n/ noun the value of a
company calculated by multiplying the
price of its shares on the Stock Exchange
by the number of shares issued
market day /'‘ma:kit der/ noun the
day when a market is regularly held
market dues / ma:kit 'dju:z/ plural
noun rent for a place in a market
market overt / ma:kit su'va:t/ noun
a market in which a sale gives good title
to a buyer, even though the seller’s title
may be defective

COMMENT: This was only applied to

certain open-air antique markets, and

has been abolished.
market price /'ma:kit prars/ noun
the price at which a product can be sold
market value /,ma:kit 'veelju:/ noun
the value of an asset, product or compa-
ny, if sold today
marksman /'ma:ksmon/ noun 1.
somebody who can shoot a gun very ac-
curately 2. a person who cannot write



matter of fact

and who has to put an ‘X’ in place of a
signature

mark up /ma:k 'Ap/ verb o to mark
up a bill USto make changes to a bill as
it goes through committee

marriage /'marid3/ noun the act or
state of being joined together as husband
and wife o by marriage because of be-
ing married o She became a British citi-
zen by marriage.

marriage of convenience
/meer1d3 ov kon'viinions/ noun a form
of marriage arranged for the purpose of
acquiring the nationality of a spouse or
for some other financial reason

marriage settlement /meridz
'set(9)lmont/ noun an agreement which
is made before marriage where money or
property is given on trust for the benefit
of the future spouse

marshal /'ma:[(a)l/ noun US 1. an of-
ficial who carries out the orders of a
court (NOTE: The British equivalent is a
bailiff.) 2. a federal officer with the same
functions as a sheriff at state level

marshalling /'ma:f(a)lig/ noun the
action of a beneficiary of an estate to re-
cover money due to them which was paid
to a creditor

Marshal of the Admiralty Court
/ma:f(d)] ov doir 'edm(o)ralti ko:t/
noun an official in charge of the Admi-
ralty Court

martial /'ma:[(o)l/ adjectiverelating to
the armed services

martial law /,ma:[(a)l 'lo:/ noun rule
of a country or part of a country by the
army on the orders of the government
when ordinary civil law has been sus-
pended o The president imposed or de-
clared martial law in two provinces. o
The government lifted martial law.

mass jailbreak /mas 'dzeil breik/
noun the escape from prison of several
prisoners at the same time

master /'maz:sta/ noun 1. an official in
the Queen’s Bench Division or Chancery
Division of the High Court whose work
is to examine and decide on preliminary
matters before trial 2. main or original o
master copy of a file main copy of a
computer file, kept for security purposes

master and servant /ma:stor on
'sarvont/ noun employer and employee

Master of the Rolls /,ma:sto av 3o
'roulz/ noun a senior judge who presides
over the Civil Division of the Court of
Appeal and is responsible for admitting
solicitors to the Roll of Solicitors

Masters of the Bench /ma:stoz ov
39 'bent [/ plural noun senior members
of one of the Inns of Court

material /ma'trorisl/ adjective impor-
tant or relevant

material alteration /mo,tiariol
outa'rerf(9)n/ noun a change made to a
legal document which alters the rights or
duties in it

material evidence /mo,tiariol
'evid(e)ns/ noun evidence which has
important relevance to a case

material witness  /mo,tioriol
'witnas/ noun a witness whose evidence
is important to the case

maternity leave /mo'ta:mniti lizv/
noun a period when a woman is away
from work to have a baby

matricide /'matrisard/ noun the mur-
der of your own mother

matrimonial /, matri'mounisl/ adjec-
tive referring to marriage

matrimonial causes /matri
'mounial koizs/ plural noun proceed-
ings concerned with rights of partners in
a marriage, e.g. divorce or separation
proceedings

matrimonial home /metr1
'‘mounial haum/ noun the place where a
husband and wife live together

matrimony /'matrimoni/ noun the
state of being legally married

matter /'matao/ noun 1. a problem o it
is a matter of concern to the members
of the committee the members of the
committee are worried about it 2. a ques-
tion or problem to be discussed o the
most important matter on the agenda o
We shall consider first the matter of last
month’s fall in prices. m verb to be im-
portant o Does it matter if one month’s
sales are down?

matter of fact /, mato ov 'faekt/ noun
a question of fact which has to be decid-
ed



matters of fact

matters of fact /matoz ov 'fekt/
plural noun facts relevant to a case which
is being tried at court

matters of law / matoz av 'l1o:/ noun
the law relevant to a case which is tried at
court o It is a matter of fact whether the
parties entered into the contract, but it is
a matter of law whether or not the con-
tract is legal.

mature /ma'tjus/ verb to be due for
payment o bill which will mature in three
months

maturity /ma'tjusriti/ noun the time
when a bill, government stock or insur-
ance is due for payment

maxim /'meksim/ noun a short phrase
which formulates a principle, e.g. ‘let the
buyer beware’

maximum /‘maksimom/ noun the
largest possible quantity, price or
number m adjective largest possible o the
maximum penalty

mayhem /'methem/ noun 1. a general
riot or disturbance 2. the violent removal
of a person’s arm or leg

mayoralty /'mear(a)lti/ noun the posi-
tion of a mayor o the time for which
someone is mayor

McNaghten » M\’'Naghten Rules

means /miinz/ plural noun money
which is available

measure /'me3a/ noun 1. a way of cal-
culating size or quantity 2. an action to
achieve something, e.g. a law passed by
Parliament or a statutory instrument o a
government measure to reduce crime in
the inner cities o to take measures to
prevent something happening to act to
stop something happening o to take
emergency measures to act rapidly to
stop a dangerous situation developing o
an economy measure action to try to
save money or materials o as a precau-
tionary measure to prevent something
taking place

measurement of profitability
/;me3zomont ov ,profita'biliti/ noun a
way of calculating how profitable some-
thing is

measure of damages /me3o ov
'‘deem1d31z/ noun a calculation of how
much money a court should order one

party to pay another to compensate for a
tort or breach

mechanical reproduction rights
/m1 kenik(a)l ri:pra'dakf(o)n raits/
plural noun the rights to make a record-
ing of a piece of music or a photocopy or
other copy of something, usually for a
fee

mechanic’s lien /mi1,keniks 'lizon/ »
lien

mediate /'mi:diert/ verb to try to make
the two sides in an argument come to an
agreement o to mediate between the
manager and his staff o The government
offered to mediate in the dispute.
mediation /mi:di'eif(a)n/ noun an
attempt by a third party to make the two
sides in an argument agree o The employ-
ers refused an offer of government medi-
ation. o The dispute was ended through
the mediation of a disinterested party.
medical certificate /'medik(a)l so
tifikat/ noun a certificate from a doctor
to show that an employee has been ill
medical inspection /'medik(o)l i
spek[(a)n/ noun the examination of a
place of work to see if the conditions are
safe

medical officer of health
/medik(a)l ,ofisa ov 'hel®/ noun the
person responsible for the health servic-
es in a town. Abbreviation MOH
medium-term / mi:diom 'tz:m/ ad-
jective for a period of one or two years
meeting /'mi:tiy/ noun 1. the coming
together of a group of people 2. o to hold
a meeting to organise a meeting of a
group of people o The meeting will be
held in the committee room. o to open a
meeting to start a meeting o to conduct
ameeting to be in the chair for a meeting
o to close a meeting to end a meeting o
to put a resolution to a meeting to ask
a meeting to vote on a proposal
member /'memba/ noun 1. somebody
who belongs to a group or a society 2. an
organisation which belongs to a society o
the member countries or the Member
States of the EU o the members of the
United Nations o the member firms of the
Stock Exchange

Member of the European Parlia-
ment /membs ov 8o juoropiion



Metropolitan Police

'pa:lomant/ noun a person elected to
represent a Euro-constituency in the Eu-
ropean Parliament. Abbreviation MEP

Member State /'membo steit/ noun
(in the EU) a state which is a member of
the European Union

memorandum
noun a short note

memorandum of association
/ memorendom ov 9,sousi'erf(a)n/
noun a legal document setting up a lim-
ited company and giving details of its
aims, capital structure, and registered of-
fice

memorandum of satisfaction
/ memorendom ov setis'fakfon/
noun a document showing that a compa-
ny has repaid a mortgage or charge
(NOTE: The plural is memoranda.)

menace /'menis/ noun a threat or ac-
tion which frightens someone o de-
manding money with menaces crime of
getting money by threatening another
person

mens rea/ mens 're1d/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘guilty mind’: the men-
tal state required to be guilty of commit-
ting a crime (intention, recklessness or
guilty knowledge). See Comment at
crime. Compare actus reus

mental /'ment(a)l/ adjective referring
to the mind

mental cruelty / ment(o)l 'kru:slti/
noun US cruelty by one spouse to the
other, which may harm his or her mental
state (NOTE: It is grounds for divorce in
the USA.)

mental disorder /ment(s)l dis
'o:da/ noun a temporary or permanent
change in a person’s mental state which
makes them function less effectively
than they would usually

mentally /'ment(a)li/ adverb in the
mind o Mentally ill criminals are com-
mitted to special establishments.
mention /'menfon/ noun a short hear-
ing at court

mentis » compos mentis

MEP abbreviation Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament

mercantile law /'ms:kontail loz/
noun law relating to commerce

/memo'reendom/

merchantable quality
/,m3:tfontab(a)l 'kwoliti/ noun a qual-
ity of goods for sale, which are suitable
for the purpose for which they are to be
used and conform to the description and
price given fro them in the manufactur-
er’s catalogue

merchant marine /mas:tfont mo
'ritn/ noun all the commercial ships of a
country

mercy /'ma:si/ noun the act of treating
or punishing someone less severely than
you could

mercy killing /'ma:si kilig/ noun
same as euthanasia

merge /ms3:d3/ verb to join together o
The two companies have merged. o The
firm merged with its main competitor.
merger /'m3:d3a/ noun 1. the joining
of a small estate to a large one o As a re-
sult of the merger, the company is the
largest in the field. 2. the joining together
of two or more companies

merit award /'merit o,wo:d/ noun US
extra money given to an employee be-
cause he or she has worked well

merit increase /'merit ,inkri:s/ noun
US an increase in pay given to someone
because his or her work is good

merits of the case /merits ov &0
'ke1s/ plural noun main question which
is at issue in an action

mesne /mi:n/ adjective in the middle o
action for mesne profits action to recov-
er money that should be paid to a land-
owner in place of rent by a person who is
in wrongful possession

mesne process /'miin ,prauses/
noun a process in a legal action, which
comes after the first writ but before the
outcome of the action has been decided
messuage /'meswid3/ noun a house
where people live, and the land and
buildings attached to it

metropolitan / metra'polit(e)n/ ad-
jective referring to a large city
Metropolitan District Council
/,metropolit(d)n distrikt 'kauvns(a)l/
noun a large administrative area cover-
ing an urban area in England or Wales
Metropolitan Police
/;metrapolit(o)n pa'lits/ noun the po-



Metropolitan Police Commissioner192

lice force of Greater London, which is
directly responsible to the Home Secre-
tary (NOTE: The higher ranks in the Met-
ropolitan Police are Deputy Assistant
Commissioner, Assistant Commission-
er, and Commissioner.) o solicitor for
the Metropolitan Police solicitor re-
sponsible for prosecutions brought by
the Metropolitan Police

Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner /metropolit(d)n po lizs ko
'mif(a)na/ noun the head of the Metro-
politan Police, appointed directly by the
Home Secretary (NOTE: The other high
ranks in the Metropolitan Police are As-
sistant Commissioner and Deputy As-
sistant Commissioner.)

Michaelmas /'mik(s)lmas/ noun 1.
29th September, one of the quarter days
when rent is payable on land 2. one of the
four sittings of the law courts 3. one of
the four law terms

Middle Temple /mid(s)l 'temp(o)l/
noun one of the four Inns of Court in
London

Midland and Oxford Circuit
/midlond and 'pksfad ,s3:kit/ noun in
the UK, one of the six circuits of the
Crown Court to which barristers belong,
with its centre in Birmingham

Midsummer day /mid'samos der/
noun 24th June, one of the four quarter
days when rent is payable on land

militant /'militont/ noun a person who
uses extreme methods to actively support
and work for a cause m adjective using
extreme methods in supporting a cause
military police /milit(e)ri pa'lizs/
noun soldiers who act as policemen to
keep order among other soldiers

minder /'mainda/ noun a person em-
ployed as a bodyguard to protect some-
one (slang)

minimis » de minimis non curat lex

minimum /'mmmom/ noun the
smallest possible quantity, price or
number o to keep expenses to a minimum
o to reduce the risk of a loss to a mini-
mum m adjective smallest possible

minimum payment /minimam
'‘permant/ noun the smallest payment
necessary

minimum sentence /mmimmom
'sentons/ noun the shortest possible
sentence allowed in law for an offence

minimum wage / mimimom 'werdz/
noun the lowest hourly wage that a com-
pany can legally pay its workers

mining concession /'maimniy kon
,sef(a)n/ noun the right to dig a mine on
a piece of land which you do not own

ministerial tribunal / ministioriol
trar'bjuin(e)l/ noun a tribunal set up by
a government minister to hear appeals
from local tribunals

Minister of State /ministo ov
'stert/ noun somebody who is in charge
of a section of a government department

Minister without Portfolio
/minista wi,0avt po:t'fouliov/ noun a
minister who does not have responsibili-
ty for any particular department

Ministry of Defence / ministri ov
di'fens/ noun a government department
in charge of the armed forces

Ministry of the Interior /ministri
v 3o In'trarid/ noun in some countries,
a government department dealing with
law and order, usually including the po-
lice

minor /'maina/ adjective less impor-
tant o minor expenditure o minor share-
holders o a loss of minor importance
not a very serious loss m noun a person
less than eighteen years old

minority /mar'noriti/ noun 1. the state
of being less than eighteen years old o A
person is not liable for debts contracted
during minority. 2. a period during
which someone is less than eighteen
years old 3. a number or quantity which
is less than half of the total o A minority
of board members opposed the chair-
man. o in the minority being fewer than
half o The small parties are in the minor-
ity on the local council.

minority shareholder /mar,norati
'feahoulda/ noun somebody who owns
a group of shares but less than half of the
shares in a company

minority shareholding /mar,norati
'feahouldiy/ noun a group of shares
which are less than one half of the shares
in a company
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minor official /,mains o'f1f(a)l/ noun
a person in a low position in a govern-
ment department

minute /'minit/ noun o to take the
minutes to write notes of what happened
at a meeting o the chairman signed the
minutes of the last meeting he signed
them to show that they were a correct
record of what was said and what deci-
sions were taken o this will not appear
in the minutes of the meeting this is un-
official and will not be noted as having
been said m verb to put something into
the minutes of a meeting o The chair-
man’s remarks about the auditors were
minuted. oI do not want that to be min-
uted, I want that not to be minuted do
not put that remark into the minutes of
the meeting

minutebook /'minitbok/ noun a book
in which the minutes of a meeting are
kept

minutes /‘minits/ plural noun the
record of what was said at a meeting
minutes of order / minits ov 'o:do/
plural noun a draft order submitted to a
court when a party wishes the court to
make an order

misadventure / misad'vent [a/ noun
an accident o death by misadventure
accidental death o The coroner’s verdict
was death by misadventure.
misappropriate /misa'proupriert/
verb to steal or use illegally money
which is not yours, but with which you
have been trusted

misappropriation  / misoproupri
‘e1f(e)n/ noun the illegal use of money
by someone who is not the owner but
who has been trusted to look after it
misbehaviour /misbr'hervjs/ noun
bad behaviour, especially a criminal of-
fence committed by a public official
miscalculate /mis'kalkjuleit/ verb
to calculate wrongly o The salesperson
miscalculated the discount, so we hardly
broke even on the deal.
miscalculation /mis kelkju
'le1f(9)n/ noun a mistake in calculating
miscarriage of justice / miskerids
9v 'dzastis/ noun 1. a decision wrongly
or unjustly reached by a court 2. a deci-
sion which goes against the rights of a

party in a case, in such a way that the de-
cision may be reversed on appeal

mischief rule /'mist fif ru:l/ noun the
rule that when interpreting a statute, the
court should try to see what the wrong
was that the statute tried to remedy and
what the remedy was that Parliament has
enacted

misconduct /mis'kondakt/ noun an
illegal action which can harm someone

misdeed /mis'di:d/ noun a crime

misdemeanour /,misdi'mi:na/ noun
a minor crime o He was charged with
several misdemeanours, including driv-
ing without a valid licence and creating
a disturbance. (NOTE: The US spelling is
misdemeanor.)

misdescription /misdi'skripf(o)n/
noun a false or misleading description of
the subject of a contract

misdirect /misdar'rekt/ verb to give
wrong directions to a jury on a point of
law

misdirection / misdi'rek [(a)n/ noun
the giving of wrong directions to a jury
on a point of law

misfeasance /mis'fiiz(o)ns/ noun
acting improperly or illegally in per-
forming an action that is in itself lawful
misinterpret / misin'ts:prit/ verb to
understand something wrongly o The
fire-fighters misinterpreted the instruc-
tions of the police.

misinterpretation  / misin,t3:pri
'te1f(e)n/ noun a wrong interpretation or
understanding of something o clause
which is open to misinterpretation
clause which can be wrongly interpreted

misjoinder /mis'dzoinds/ noun
wrongly joining someone as a party to an
action

misprision /mis'pri3(a)n/ noun gen-
erally, the situation of knowing that a
crime is being committed, but doing
nothing about it

misprision of treason /mis
priz(d)n ov 'trirz(e)n/ noun the crime
of knowing that treason has been com-
mitted and not reporting it
misrepresent / misrepri'zent/ verb
to report facts wrongly



misrepresentation

misrepresentation /mis reprizen
'terf(a)n/ noun the act of making a
wrong statement with the intention of
persuading someone to enter into a con-
tract

mistake in venue /misteik
'venjui/ noun the starting of legal pro-
ceedings in the wrong court

mistaken identity /mi steikon ar
'dent1ti/ noun a situation where some-
one is wrongly thought to be another per-
son o He was arrested for burglary, but
released after it had been established
that it was a case of mistaken identity.

mistrial /'mistraral/ noun a trial which
is not valid

misuse /mis'juis/ noun wrong use o
misuse of funds or of assets

mitigate /'mitigert/ verb to make a
crime or a punishment less serious

mitigating circumstances
/mitigertiy 's3tkomstaensiz/ plural
noun things which make a crime less se-
rious or which can excuse a crime

mitigation / mit1'ge1f(a)n/ noun a re-
duction of a sentence or of the serious-
ness of a crime o In mitigation, counsel
submitted evidence of his client’s work
for charity. o Defence counsel made a
speech in mitigation.

mitigation of damages
/mitigerf(d)n av 'demid3iz/ noun a
reduction in the extent of damages
awarded

mixed hereditaments / mikst ,hert
'ditoments/ noun properties which are
used for both domestic and business pur-
poses

M’Naghten Rules /mok,no:ton

'ru:lz/ noun rules which a judge applies

in deciding if a person charged with a

crime is insane
COMMENT: To prove insanity, it has to
be shown that because of a diseased
mind, the accused did not know what
he was doing or did not know that his
action was wrong. Based on the case
of R v. M'Naghten (1843) in which the
House of Lords considered and ruled
on the defence of insanity.

mob /mob/ noun US the Mafia

mobster /'mobsta/ noun US a mem-
ber of an organised crime group

mock auction / mok 'o:k[on/ noun a
sale where gifts are given to purchasers
or where only some purchasers are al-
lowed to make bids

modus operandi /moudss bppo
'reendii/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘way of working’: especially a particular
way of committing crimes which can
identify a criminal

modus vivendi /, moudas vi'vendi:/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘way of
living’, an informal agreement between
two or more parties such as employers
and employees to exist peacefully to-
gether o After years of confrontation,
they finally have achieved a modus viv-
endi.

MOH abbreviation medical officer of
health

moiety /'moiati/ noun half

molest /ma'lest/ verb to threaten vio-
lent behaviour against a child or a wom-
an, especially a spouse, in a sexual way o
He was accused of molesting children in
the park.

molestation / moule'sterf(a)n/ noun
the act of threatening violent behaviour
towards a child or a woman, especially a
spouse

molester /mo'lesta/ noun somebody
who molests o a convicted child molester
money claim /'mani klerm/ noun a
claim which involves the payment of
money. e.g. a claim for repayment of a
debt or a claim for damages.
moneylender /'manilends/ noun
somebody who lends money at interest
money markets /mani 'ma:kits/
plural noun markets for buying and sell-
ing short-term loans

money order /'mani ,0:da/ noun a
document which can be bought for send-
ing money through the post

monies /'maniz/ plural noun sums of
money o monies owing to the company o
to collect monies due

monogamy /mo'nogemi/ noun a sys-
tem of society where a person is allowed
one spouse only. Compare bigamy, po-
lygamy

Monopolies Commission, Mo-
nopolies and Mergers Commission
noun a British body which examines
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takeovers and mergers to make sure that
a monopoly is not being created (NOTE:
US English uses trust more often than
monopoly.)

monopolisation /ma,nopalar
'ze1f(9)n/, monopolization noun the
process of making a monopoly
monopolise /ma'nopslaiz/ verb to
get control of all the supply of a product
monopoly /ma'nopsli/ noun 1. a situ-
ation where one person or company con-
trols all the market in the supply of a
product o fo have the monopoly of alco-
hol sales or to have the alcohol monopo-
ly o The company has the absolute mo-
nopoly of imports of French wine. 2. the
right given to one person or company to
control all the market in the supply of a
product

monopsony /ma'nopsani/ noun a sit-
uation where one person or company
controls all the purchasing in a market
Monroe doctrine /man'rou
,doktrin/ noun US the principle that the
USA has an interest in preventing out-
side interference in the internal affairs of
other American states

COMMENT: So called because it was
first proposed by President Monroe in
1823.

moonlight /'mu:nlart/ verb to do a
second job for cash, often in the evening,
as well as a regular job, usually not de-
claring the money earned to the income
tax authorities (informal)
moonlighter /'mu:nlarts/
somebody who moonlights
moonlighting /'mu:nlartiy/ noun the
activity of doing a second job without
telling the tax authorities o He makes
thousands a year from moonlighting.
moot /mu:t/ adjective legally insignifi-
cant because of having already been de-
cided or settled

moot case / mu:t 'kers/ noun a legal
case to be discussed on its own, to estab-
lish a precedent

moral /'moral/ adjective referring to
the difference between what is right and
what is wrong o The high moral standard
which should be set by judges.

moral rights / moral 'rarts/ noun the
rights of a copyright holder to be identi-

noun

fied as the creator of the work, not to
have the work subjected to derogatory
treatment, and to prevent anyone else
from claiming to be the author of the
work. Also called paternity

morals /'moralz/ plural noun stand-
ards of behaviour o to corrupt some-
one’s morals to make someone willing
to commit a crime or to act against usual
standards of behaviour

moratorium / mora'toiriom/ noun a
temporary stop to repayments of money
owed o The banks called for a moratori-
um on payments. (NOTE: The plural is
moratoria.)

mortality tables  /mo:'taloti
teib(a)lz/ plural noun charts, used by
insurers, that show how long a person
can be expected to live, on average

mortem » post mortem

mortgage /'moigidz/ noun 1. an
agreement where someone lends money
to another person so that he or she can
buy a property, the property being used
as the security o to take out a mortgage
on a house 2. money lent in this way o fo
buy a house with a £20,000 mortgage o
to foreclose on a mortgaged property
to take possession of a property because
the owner cannot pay the interest on the
money which he or she has borrowed us-
ing the property as security o to pay off
amortgage to pay back the principal and
all the interest on a loan to buy a property
m verb to accept a loan with a property as
security o The house is mortgaged to the
bank. o He mortgaged his house to set up
in business.

mortgage bond /'mo:gid3 bond/
noun a certificate showing that a mort-
gage exists and that the property is secu-
rity for it

mortgage debenture /'mo:gidz di
Jbentfa/ noun a debenture where the
lender can be repaid by selling the com-
pany’s property

mortgagee /mo:ga'd3ii/ noun a per-
son or company which lends money for
someone to buy a property and takes a
mortgage of the property as security
mortgage payments /mo:gid3
'peimonts/, mortgage repayments
/,moigid3 ri'permonts/ plural noun
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money paid each month as interest on a
mortgage, together with repayment of a
small part of the capital borrowed
mortgagor /'mo:gid3o/ noun some-
body who borrows money, giving a prop-
erty as security

mortis /'mo:tis/ » donatio mortis
causa, rigor mortis

most favoured nation /moust
[fervad 'ne1f(a)n/ noun a country which
has the best trade terms

most-favoured-nation clause
/maust fervad 'neif(a)n klo:z/ noun
an agreement between two countries that
each will offer the best possible terms in
commercial contracts

Mother of Parliaments / mado ov
'‘pa:lomonts/ noun the British Parlia-
ment at Westminster

motion /'mouf(a)n/ noun 1. the action
of moving 2. a proposal which will be
put to a meeting for that meeting to vote
on o fo propose or to move a motion o to
speak against or for a motion o The
meeting voted on the motion. o the mo-
tion was carried, was defeated by 220
votes to 196 the motion was approved or
not approved 3. an application to a judge
in court, asking for an order in favour of
the person making the application ¢ to
table a motion US 1. to put forward a
proposal for discussion by putting details
of it on the table at a meeting 2. to re-
move a proposal from discussion by a
meeting for an indefinite period
motion of censure /mouf(o)n ov
'senJa/ noun a proposal from the Oppo-
sition to pass a vote to criticise the gov-
ernment

movable /'mu:vob(o)l/, moveable
adjective being able to be moved
movable property /mu:vob(a)l
'propati/ noun chattels and other objects
which can be moved, as opposed to land
movables /'mu:vab(o)lz/ plural noun
same as movable property

move /mu:v/ verb 1. to go from one
place to another o The company is mov-
ing from London Road to the centre of
town. o We have decided to move our
factory to a site near the airport. 2. to
propose formally that a motion be ac-
cepted by a meeting o He moved that the

accounts be agreed. o 1 move that the
meeting should adjourn for ten minutes.
3. to make an application to the court

movements of capital
/muivmonts ov 'kaepit(a)l/ plural
noun changes of investments from one
country to another

mover /'mu:va/ noun somebody who
proposes a motion

MP abbreviation Member of Parliament
or military police

MR abbreviation Master of the Rolls
(NOTE: usually written after the sur-
name: Lord Smith, MR but spoken as
‘the Master of the Rolls, Lord Smith’)
Mr Big /,misto 'big/ noun a criminal
whose name is not known, who is the
person in control of a large criminal op-
eration (informal)

mug /mag/ noun (informal) 1. some-
body who is easily cheated 2. a face m
verb to attack and rob someone o The
tourists were mugged in the station. o He
was accused of mugging an old lady in
the street. (NOTE: mugging — mugged)
mugger /'maga/ noun somebody who
attacks and robs someone

mugging /'magiyg/ noun the act of at-
tacking and robbing someone o The
number of muggings has increased
sharply over the last few years.

mug shot /'mag [ot/ noun a photo-
graph of a criminal taken after he or she
has been detained, kept in the police
records

mule /mju:l/ noun a person who takes
illegal drugs from one country to another
by hiding them on or in their body

multiple ownership /maltip(o)l
'‘aunaf1p/ noun a situation where some-
thing is owned by several parties

multi-track /'malti trak/ noun (in civ-
il cases) the case management system
which applies to cases involving sums of
more than £15,000 or which present par-
ticular complications
COMMENT: The multi-track is the track
for most High Court actions including
claims regarding professional negli-
gence, fatal accidents, fraud, defama-
tion and claims against the police. The
timetable for a multi-track action is as
follows: the court fixes a date for a
case management conference, then
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one for listing questionnaires to be
sent and filed, and finally a date for the
trial.
municipal law /mju:'nisip(e)l Ioy/
noun law which is in operation within a
state. Compare international law

muniments /'mjuinmmonts/ plural
noun title deeds

murder /'m3:da/ noun 1. the notifiable
offence of killing someone illegally and
intentionally o He was charged with
murder. o She was found guilty of mur-
der. o The murder rate has fallen over the
last year. 2. an act of killing someone il-
legally and intentionally o Three mur-
ders have been committed during the last
week. v first degree murder, second
degree murder m verb to kill someone
illegally and intentionally o He was ac-
cused of murdering his wife.

murderer /'m3:dors/ noun somebody
who commits a murder

murderess /'m3:dares/ noun a wom-
an who commits a murder

mutineer /mju:ti'nia/ noun some-
body who takes part in a mutiny
mutiny /'mju:ti/ noun an agreement
between two or more members of the
armed forces to disobey commands of
superior officers and to try to take com-
mand themselves m verb to carry out a
mutiny

mutuality /mju:tfu'aliti’ noun a
state where two parties are bound con-
tractually to each other

mutual wills /, mju:tfual 'wilz/ plural
noun wills made by two people, usually
each leaving their property to the other
(NOTE: Mutual wills are less capable of
being revoked than normal wills.)
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named /neimd/ adjective o person
named in the policy person whose name
is given on an insurance policy as the
person insured

nark /na:k/ nouna person, often a crim-
inal, who gives information about other
criminals to the police (slang)

national /'nz[(a)nal/ adjective refer-
ring to a particular country m noun some-
body who is a citizen of a state o The
government ordered the deportation of
all foreign nationals. o Any national of a
Member State has the right to work in
another Member State, under the same
conditions as nationals of that state.
Compare non-national

National Anthem /n&[(o)nal
'‘nBam/ noun a piece of music (some-
times with words which are sung to it)
which is used to represent the nation of-
ficially, and is played at official ceremo-
nies o Everyone stood up when the Na-
tional Anthem was played. o The British
National Anthem is ‘God Save the
Queen’.

National Audit Office /nx[(o)nal
‘ordrt ,pf1s/ noun an independent body,
headed by the Comptroller and Auditor-
General, which examines the accounts of
government departments

National Crime Squad /,nx[(o)nal
'krarm ,skwpd/ noun a section of the
national police which deals with crime
on a nation-wide basis and is not part of
any local police force. Abbreviation
NCS

National Criminal Intelligence
Service /n&f(o)nal krimin(s)l In
'telid3(9)ns ,s3:vis/ noun a central po-
lice department which keeps records of
criminals from national and international
sources and makes them available to po-

lice forces all over the country. Abbrevi-
ation NCIS

National Insurance contribu-
tions /nz[(a)nal In' [uarans
kontribju:f(e)nz/ plural noun money
paid into the National Insurance scheme
by the employer and the worker. Abbre-
viation NIC

nationalise /'n&f(s)nolaiz/, nation-
alize verb to put a privately owned in-
dustry under state ownership and control

National Offender Management
Service /n&[(a)nal o'fends
;menidzmant ,s3:vis/ noun in the UK,
a service merging the Prison and Proba-
tion services which is responsible for im-
proving the rehabilitation of offenders in
order to reduce repeat offences and crime

nation state /'neif(a)n steit/ noun a
country which is an independent politi-
cal unit, usually formed of people with
the same language and traditions

natural-born subject /nzt[(o)ral
boin 'sabdzikt/ noun a term formerly
applied to a person born in the UK or a
Commonwealth country who was a Brit-
ish citizen by birth

natural child /netf(o)ral 'tfaild/
noun a child, especially an illegitimate
child, of a particular parent

naturalisation /naet f(a)ralar
'ze1f(9)n/, naturalization noun the
granting of citizenship of a state to a for-
eigner o She has applied for naturalisa-
tion. o You must fill in the naturalisation
papers.

naturalised /'nat[(o)rolaizd/, natu-
ralized adjective having legally become
a citizen of another country o He is a nat-
uralised American citizen.
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natural justice /nzetf(a)ral
'dzast1s/ noun the general principles of
justice

natural law /net[(a)ral '1o/ noun
generally accepted rules of human be-
haviour, applied in all societies

natural parent /n&etf(a)ral
'pearant/ noun same as biological par-
ent

natural person / neetf(a)ral
'p3:s(9)n/ noun a human being, as op-
posed to a legal or artificial "person’ such
as acompany o In this case, the term ‘es-
tablishment’ is not confined to legal per-
sons, but is extended to natural persons.
natural right / nat[(o)ral 'rait/ noun
the general right that people have to live
freely, usually stated in a written consti-
tution

NCIS abbreviation National Criminal
Intelligence Service

NCS abbreviation National Crime
Squad
negative easement /negotiv

'izzmant/ noun an easement where the
servient owner stops the dominant owner
from doing something

negative integration /negot1v ,int1
‘gre1f(9)n/ noun the removal of trade
barriers within the European Union, ac-
cording to the interpretation of legisla-
tion by the European Court of Justice

neglect /ni'glekt/ noun 1. failure to do
a duty o The children were suffering from
neglect. 2. a lack of care towards some-
one or something m verb 1. to fail to take
care of someone o He neglected his three
children. 2. o to neglect to do some-
thing to forget or omit to do something
which has to be done o He neglected to
return his income tax form.

neglected /ni'glektid/ adjective not
well looked after o The local authority
applied for a care order for the family of
neglected children.

negligence /'neglidzons/ noun 1.
failure to give proper care to something,
especially a duty or responsibility, with
the result that a person or property is
harmed) 2. the tort of acting carelessly
towards others so as to cause harm, enti-
tling the injured party to claim damages

negligent/'neglidzont/ adjective fail-
ing to give proper care or attention to
something o The defendant was negli-
gent in carrying out his duties as a trus-
tee.

negligently /'neglid3ont(s)li/ adverb
in a way which shows negligence o The
guardian acted negligently towards his
ward.

negotiability /n1,goufia'biliti/ noun
the ability of a document to be legally
transferred to a person simply by passing
it to him

negotiable /ni'goufiob(o)l/ adjective
1. able to be changed by discussion o not
negotiable fixed and unable to be
changed o The terms of the agreement
are not negotiable. 2. able to be ex-
changed for money o not negotiable not
able to be exchanged for cash (some-
times written on a cheque to indicate
that only the person named on the
cheque can cash if)

negotiable cheque /n1,goufiob(o)l
'tfek/ noun a cheque made payable to
bearer, i.e. to anyone who holds it
negotiable instrument /n1
,gaufiab(9)l 'instromant/ noun a docu-
ment such as a bill of exchange or cheque
which can be legally transferred to an-
other owner simply by passing it to him
or her or by endorsing it, or which can be
exchanged for cash

negotiable paper /ni,goufiob(o)l
'pe1pa/ noun a document which can be
transferred from one owner to another
for money

negotiate /ni'goufiert/ verb o to ne-
gotiate with someone to discuss a prob-
lem formally with someone, so as to
reach an agreement o The management
refused to negotiate with the union. o to
negotiate terms and conditions, to ne-
gotiate a contract to discuss and agree
the terms of a contract

negotiation /n1,goufi'er[(o)n/ nouna
discussion of terms and conditions to
reach an agreement o contract under
negotiation contract which is being dis-
cussed o a matter for negotiation some-
thing which must be discussed before a
decision is reached o to enter into nego-
tiations, to start negotiations to start
discussing a problem o to resume nego-
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tiations to start discussing a problem
again, after talks have stopped for a time
o to break off negotiations to refuse to
go on discussing a problem o to conduct
negotiations to negotiate

negotiator /ni'goufierta/ noun some-
body who discusses with the aim of
reaching an agreement

neighbourhood watch /neibohud
'wot [/ noun a system where the people
living in an area are encouraged to look
out for criminals or to report any break-
down of law and order

nemine contradicente /neminer
kontraedi'senter/, nem con /nem
'kon/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘with no one contradicting’: phrase used
to show that no one voted against the
proposal o The motion was adopted nem
con.

nemo dat quod non habet
/nemmouv dat kwod non 'habet/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘no one
can give what he does not have’: the rule
that no one can pass or sell to another
person something such as stolen goods to
which he or she has no title

neo- /niiou/ prefix meaning ‘new’ or ‘in
anew form’ o a neo-fascist movement o
a neo-Nazi organisation

neocolonialism /,nizouko
'lounisliz(a)m/ noun the policy of con-
trolling weaker countries as if they were
colonies

net /net/, nett adjective, adverb re-
maining after money has been deducted
for tax, expenses, etc. o The company’s
net profit was £10,000.

net earnings / net 's:nigz/ noun total
earnings after tax and other deductions

net estate / net 1'stert/ noun the es-
tate of a deceased person less administra-
tion charges and funeral costs

net gain /net 'gemn/ noun the total
number of seats gained after deducting
seats lost o The government lost twenty
seats and gained thirty one, making a net
gain of eleven. Opposite gross (NOTE:
The opposite is gross.)

net price /net 'prais/ noun a price
which cannot be reduced by a discount

net profit / net 'profit/ noun a result
where income from sales is larger than
all expenditure

neutral /'nju:tral/ adjective not taking
sides in a dispute

neutralism /'nju:traliz(e)m/ noun a
state of affairs where a country does not
belong to one or other of the superpower
groupings

new trial /nju: 'trarsl/ noun a trial
which can be ordered to take place in civ-
il cases, when the first trial was improper
in some way

next friend /nekst 'frend/ noun
somebody who brings an action on be-
half of a minor

next of kin / nekst ov 'kin/ noun the
person or persons who are most closely
related to someone o His only next of kin
is an aunt living in Scotland. o The po-
lice have informed the next of kin of the
people killed in the accident. (NOTE: can
be singular or plural)

NIC abbreviation National Insurance
contributions

nick /nik/ noun a police station m verb
1. to steal 2. to arrest

night duty /'nart ,dju:ti/ noun work
done at night o PC Smith is on night duty
this week.

night rate /'nart rert/ noun cheap tel-
ephone calls at night

night safe /'nait serf/ noun a safe in
the outside wall of a bank, where money
and documents can be deposited at night,
using a special door

nil return /,nil rr't3in/ noun a report
showing no sales, no income, no tax, etc.

nisi » decree nisi, foreclosure order
nisi
nobble /'nob(d)l/ verb to interfere
with, bribe or influence a juror or jury
(slang) o He tried to nobble one of the ju-
rors.

no-claims bonus /nouv ‘'kleimz
,baunas/ noun the reduction of premi-
ums paid because no claims have been
made against an insurance policy

noise abatement /'noiz 5, bertmont/
noun measures taken to reduce unac-
ceptable or vibrations, or to protect peo-
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non-molestation order

ple form exposure to it o A noise abate-
ment notice was served on the club.

noise pollution /'noiz ps,luzf(o)n/
noun unpleasant sounds which cause
discomfort

nolle prosequi /noli 'prosikwar/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘do not
pursue’: power used by the Attorney-
General to stop a criminal trial

nominal /'nomin(a)l/ adjective 1. (of
an amount) very small o We make a
nominal charge for our services. o They
are paying a nominal rent. 2. referring to
the official value of something rather
than the actual value o property with a
nominal value of £1 million 3. referring
to something that is not what it seems o
He was the nominal leader of the group
but his wife made all the important deci-
sions.

nominal damages /nomin(o)l
'‘deemid3ziz/ plural noun a very small
amount of damages, awarded to show
that the loss or harm suffered was techni-
cal rather than actual

nominate /'nominert/ verb to official-
ly suggest someone for a position or a
prize o He was nominated as Labour
candidate. o to nominate someone to a
post to appoint someone to a post with-
out an election o to nominate someone
as proxy to name someone as your proxy

nominator /'nomineits/ noun some-
body who is entitled to receive money
and writes a nomination

nominee /,nomi'niz/ noun 1. a person
who has been officially suggested for a
position or a prize 2. a person who is ap-
pointed to deal with financial matters on
behalf of another person o He is the Par-
ty leader’s nominee for the post.

nominee account /nomi'ni: o
kavunt/ noun an account held on behalf
of another person

nominee shareholder /nomini:
' feahaulda/ noun a person named as the
owner of shares, when the shares are in
fact owned by another person

non-acceptance /non ok'septons/
noun a situation where the person who
should pay a bill of exchange does not
accept it

non-arrestable offence /non o
restob(a)l o'fens/ noun a crime for
which a person cannot be arrested with-
out a warrant
COMMENT: Non-arrestable offences
are usually crimes which carry a sen-
tence of less than five years imprison-
ment.
non-capital crime /o'fens/, offence
noun a crime or offence for which the
punishment is not death

non compos mentis/,non  kompos
‘mentis/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘mad’ or ‘not fully sane’

non-conformance /non  kon
'formans/ noun the act of not conform-
ing o He was criticised for non-conform-
ance with the regulations.

non-consummation /non konso
'me1f(a)n/ noun o non-consummation
of marriage not having sexual inter-
course (between husband and wife)

non-contributory pension
scheme /mon  kon,tribjut(o)ri
'penfan skitm/ noun a pension scheme
where the employee does not make any
contributions and the company pays eve-
rything

non-direction /non dar'rekfon/
noun (of a judge) the fact of not giving
instructions to a jury about how to con-
sider something

non-disclosure /non dis'klouzo/
noun the failure to disclose information
which one has a duty to disclose

non-executive director /non 1g
zekjutrv dar'rekto/ noun a director
who attends board meetings and gives
advice, but does not work full time for a
company

nonfeasance /non'fi:zons/ noun
failure to do something which should be
done by law

nonjoinder /non'dzomds/ noun a
plea that a claimant has not joined all the
necessary parties to his or her action

non-molestation  order /non
.mavle'sterf(a)n ,0:ds/ noun an order
made by a court to prevent one party, par-
ticularly a co-habitant or spouse, from
threatening, attacking or making contact
with the other
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non-national /non 'n&f(o)nal/ noun
somebody who is not a citizen of a par-
ticular state o Non-nationals can be
barred from working in an EU country if
they do not speak the language.

non-negotiable instrument /non
n1,goufob(d)l 'mstruoment/ noun a
document such as a crossed cheque
which is not payable to bearer and so
cannot be exchanged for cash

non-payment / non 'permont/ noun
o non-payment of a debt not paying a
debt due

non-proliferation treaty /,non pro
ifa'rerf(9)n trirti/ noun a treaty to
prevent the possession and development
of nuclear weapons spreading to coun-
tries which do not yet possess them
non-recurring items /non r1,k3:rip
‘artomz/ noun special items in a set of
accounts which appear only once

non-refundable /,non ri'fandab(a)l/
adjective being ineligible for refund
non-resident /non 'rezid(o)nt/
noun somebody who is not considered a
resident of a country for tax purposes

non-retroactivity /non retrovak
'trviti/ noun (in the EU) the state of not
being retroactive

non-returnable / non r1'tamob(a)l/
adjective being impossible to return
non-returnable packing /non 11
t3mab(e)l 'pekin/ noun packaging
which is to be thrown away when it has
been used and not returned to the person
who sent it

nonsufficient funds /nonso fifont
'fandz/ noun US a sum of money in an
account which is less than is needed to
pay a cheque which has been presented
nonsuit, nonsuited  to be nonsuit,
to be nonsuited 1. situation in civil
proceedings where a claimant fails to es-
tablish a cause of action and is forced to
abandon his proceedings 2. situation in
criminal proceedings where a judge di-
rects a jury to find the defendant not
guilty

non-taxable /non 'teksab(e)l/ ad-
Jjective being ineligible for tax

non-verbal evidence /non ,v3:b(a)l
‘evid(o)ns/ noun evidence produced in

court in the form of maps, photographs
or other documents
COMMENT: Verbal evidence may be
written or spoken. British lawyers refer
specifically to spoken evidence as oral
evidence.
non-voting shares /non ,vouty
'[eaz/ plural noun shares which do not
allow the shareholder to vote at meetings
North-Eastern Circuit, Northern
Circuit/ no:0 'irston ,s3:kit/ noun two
of the six circuits of the Crown Court to
which barristers belong, with centres in
Leeds and Manchester
noscitur a sociis /noskita: a:
'souslis/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘the meaning of the words can be under-
stood from the words around them’: am-
biguous words or phrases can be clarified
by referring to the context in which they
are used
notarial /nou'tesrial/ adjective refer-
ring to notaries public
notarial act /nou,tearial '&ekt/ noun
an act which can be carried out only by a
notary public
notary public / nautori 'pablik/, no-
tary noun a lawyer, usually but not nec-
essarily a solicitor, who has the authority
to draw up and witness specific types of
document and so make them official
(NOTE: The plural is notaries public.)
note /naut/ verb o to note a bill to at-
tach a note to a dishonoured bill of ex-
change, explaining why it has not been
honoured
note of costs /,nout ov 'kpsts/ noun
a bill or invoice
note of hand /nout ov 'haend/ noun
a document stating that someone promis-
es to pay an amount of money on a spec-
ified date
not guilty / not 'gilti/ » guilty
notice /'nautis/ noun 1. a piece of
written information o The company sec-
retary pinned up a notice about the pen-
sion scheme. 2. information given to
warn someone officially that something
is going to happen, e.g. that a contract is
going to end, that terms of a contract are
going to be changed, that an employee
will leave a job at a specific date, or that
a tenant must leave the property being
occupied o to give someone notice, to
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serve notice on someone to give some-
one a legal notice o to give a tenant no-
tice to quit, to serve a tenant with no-
tice to quit to inform a tenant officially
that he has to leave the premises by a
specified date o she has handed in, giv-
en her notice she has said she will quit
her job o until further notice until dif-
ferent instructions are given o at short
notice with very little warning o you
must give seven days’ notice of with-
drawal you must ask to take money out
of the account seven days before you
want it 3. a legal document informing
someone of something o to give notice
of appeal to start official proceedings for
an appeal to be heard 4. knowledge of a
fact

notice of allocation /noutis ov
&la'kerf(a)n/ noun an official letter
from a court, telling the parties to which
of three management tracks their case
has been allocated

notice of dishonour / noutrs ov dis
'pna/ noun a letter or document warning
a person to pay a cheque or risk being
sued

notice of motion /noutis ov
'mauf(9)n/ noun a document telling the
other party to a case that an application
will be made to the court

notice of opposition /noutis ov
,0pa'zif(9)n/ noun a document oppos-
ing a patent application

notice of service /noutis ov
's3rvis/ noun a document issued by a
court to show that a claim has been
served

notice to quit/ noutis to 'kwit/ noun
formal notice served by a landlord on a
tenant before proceedings are started for
possession

notifiable /'noutifaiob(a)l/ adjective
being necessary to be notified
notifiable offence / noutifarob(s)l o
'fens/ noun a serious offence which can
be tried in the Crown Court

not proven /not 'pru:v(e)n/ adjec-
tive referring to a verdict that a prosecu-
tion has not produced sufficient evidence
to allow the accused to be proved guilty

notwithstanding /,notwid'steendiy/
preposition in spite of o The case pro-
ceeded notwithstanding the objections of
the defendant. m adverb despite the fact
or thing previously mentioned o We had
to close the advice centre for lack of
funds, its excellent work notwithstand-
ing.

novation /nou'veif(a)n/ noun a trans-
action in which a new contract is agreed
by all parties to replace an existing con-
tract, e.g. where one of the parties to the
old contract is released from their liabil-
ity under the old contract and this liabil-
ity is assumed by a third party

no win no fee /nouv ,win nou 'fit/
noun same as conditional fee agree-
ment

NSF abbreviation US nonsufficient
funds

nuisance /'nju:s(a)ns/ noun some-
thing which causes harm or inconven-
ience to someone or to property

null /nal/ adjective without legal value
or effect o the contract was declared
null and void the contract was said to be
no longer valid o to render a decision
null to make a decision useless, to cancel
a decision

nullification /nalifi'keif(o)n/ noun
the act of making something invalid

nullify /'nalifar/ verb to make some-
thing lose its legal value or effect

nullity /'naliti/ noun 1. an action which
is void or invalid 2. a situation where a
marriage is ruled never to have been in
effective existence

nuncupative will / nankapativ 'wil/
noun a will made orally in the presence
of a witness, e.g. a will made by a soldier
in time of war
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oath /ou6/ noun a solemn legal promise
that someone will say or write only what
is true o he was on oath, under oath he
had promised in court to say what was
true o to administer an oath to some-
one to make someone swear an oath o to
take the oath to swear allegiance to the
Queen before taking one’s seat as an MP
o After taking the oath, the new MP signs
the test roll.

oath of allegiance /006 ov o
'lirdzons/ noun 1. an oath which is
sworn to put the person under the orders
or rules of a country, an army, etc o all of-
ficers swore an oath of allegiance to the
new president 2. an oath sworn by all
MPs before they can take their seats in
the House of Commons (or alternatively
they can affirm)

obiter dicta /,pbito 'dikta/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘things which are
said in passing’: part of a judgment
which is not essential to the decision of
the judge and does not create a prece-
dent. ¢ ratio decidendi (NOTE: The sin-
gular is obiter dictum.)

object noun/'pbdzekt/ purpose or aim
m verb /ob'dzekt/ to say that you do not
accept or agree with something o to ob-
ject to a clause in a contract o to object
to a juror to ask for a juror not to be ap-
pointed because he or she may be biased

objection /ob'dzekfon/ noun o to
raise an objection to something to ob-
ject to something o One of the parties
raised an objection to the wording of the
agreement.

objective /ob'dzektiv/ noun some-
thing which you try to do m adjective
considered from a general point of view
and not from that of the person involved
o to carry out an objective review of cur-

rent legislation o The judge asked the

jury to be objective in considering the ev-

idence put before them. o You must be
objective in assessing the performance
of the staff.

objects clause /'pbdzikts klo:z/
noun a section in a company’s memoran-
dum of association which says what
work the company will do

obligate /'pbligert/ verb o to be obli-
gated to do something especially US to
have a legal duty to do something
obligation /,pbli'geif(a)n/ noun 1. a
duty to do something o to be under an
obligation to do something to feel it is
your duty to do something o he is under
no contractual obligation to buy he has
signed no agreement to buy o to fulfil
one’s contractual obligations to do
what is stated in a contract o two weeks’
free trial without obligation situation
where the customer can try the item at
home for two weeks without having to
buy it at the end of the test 2. a debt o to
meet one’s obligations to pay one’s
debts

obligatory /o'bligst(a)ri/ adjective
necessary according to the law or rules o
Each new member of staff has to pass an
obligatory medical examination.
obligee /,pbli'dsi:/ noun somebody
who is owed a duty

obligor /obli'go:/ noun somebody
who owes a duty to someone

obscene /ab'siin/ adjective likely to
offend public morals and accepted stand-
ards of decency, or to deprave or corrupt
someone o The magazine was classed as
an obscene publication. o The police
seized a number of obscene films.
obscene publication /ob,siin
pabli'kerf(a)n/ noun a book or maga-
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zine which is liable to deprave or corrupt
someone who sees or reads it o The mag-
azine was classed as an obscene publica-
tion and seized by customs.

obscenity /ob'seniti/ noun the state
of being obscene o The magistrate com-
mented on the obscenity of some parts of
the film.

obscenity laws /ob'sentti 1o:2/ plu-
ral noun law relating to obscene publica-
tions or films

observance /ob'z3:v(o)ns/ noun do-
ing what is required by a law o The gov-
ernment’s observance of international
agreements.

observe /ob'z3iv/ verb 1. to obey a
rule or a law o failure to observe the cor-
rect procedure o All members of the as-
sociation should observe the code of
practice. 2. to watch or to notice what is
happening o Officials have been instruct-
ed to observe the conduct of the election.

observer /ab'z3:va/ noun somebody
who observes o Two official observers
attended the meeting.

obsolete /'pbsali:t/ adjective no long-
er being used or in force and replaced by
something else o The law has been made
obsolete by new developments in forensic
science.

obstruct /ob'strakt/ verb to stop
something progressing o The parked
cars are obstructing the traffic. o ob-
structing the police the offence of doing
something which prevents a police offic-
er carrying out his or her duty

obstruction /ob'strakfon/ noun 1.
something which gets in the way o The
car caused an obstruction to the traffic.
2. an act of obstructing someone o ob-
struction of the police doing anything
which prevents a police officer from do-
ing his or her duty

obstructive /ob'straktiv/ adjective
deliberately causing problems o obstruc-
tive behaviour

obtain /ab'temn/ verb 1. to get some-
thing o to obtain supplies from abroad o
to obtain an injunction against a compa-
ny o We find these items very difficult to
obtain. o He obtained control by buying
the family shareholding. o to obtain a
property by fraud, by deception to

trick someone into handing over posses-
sion of property o obtaining a pecuni-
ary advantage by deception offence of
deceiving someone so as to derive a fi-
nancial benefit 2. to exist, be generally
accepted, or have legal status o a rule ob-
taining in international law o This right
does not obtain in judicial proceedings.
obtaining by deception /ob,temip
bar d1'sepfon/ noun the act of acquiring
money or property by tricking someone
into handing it over

obtaining credit /ob,temiy 'kredit/
noun an offence whereby an undis-
charged bankrupt obtains credit above a
limit of £50

occasion /o'ke13(o)n/ noun the time
when something takes place o The open-
ing of the trial was the occasion of pro-
tests by the family of the accused. m verb
to make something happen o He pleaded
guilty to assault occasioning actual bod-
ily harm.

occasional /o'kerz(a)n(o)l/ adjective
happening from time to time
occasional licence /5 kerz(o)n(o)l
'lars(9)ns/ noun a licence to sell alcohol
at a specific place and time only

occupancy /'okjupansi/ noun 1. the
act of occupying a property such as a
house, office, or room in a hotel o with
immediate occupancy empty and avail-
able to be occupied immediately 2. the
fact of occupying a property which has
no owner and so acquiring title to the
property

occupant /'vkjupont/ noun a person
or company which occupies a property
occupation / okju'perf(a)n/ noun 1.
the act of occupying a property which
has no owner, and so acquiring title to the
property 2. the work that someone does
occupational /,pkju'perf(o)nal/ ad-
jective referring to a job o occupational
accident accident which takes place at
work o occupational disease a disease
which affects people in some jobs o oc-
cupational hazards dangers which ap-
ply to specific jobs

occupational pension
/,pkjuperf(a)nal 'penfa/ noun a pen-
sion which is paid by the company by
which an employee has been employed
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occupational pension scheme
/,okjuperf(a)nal '‘penfon skizm/ noun
a pension scheme where the employee
gets a pension from the company he or
she has worked for

occupation order /okju'perf(o)n
,01do/ noun a court order in marital pro-
ceedings which decides the rights of a
spouse to use the marital home. It may
exclude them entirely or allow them ac-
cess to the whole or part of the home.
Former name exclusion order

occupier /'okjupars/ noun somebody
who lives in a property
COMMENT: The occupier has the right
to stay in or on a property, but is not
necessarily an owner.
occupier’s liability /okjuparoz
Jara'biliti/ noun the duty of an occupier
to make sure that visitors to a property
are not harmed

occupy /'okjupar/ verb to enter and
stay in a property illegally o The rebels
occupied the Post Office. o Squatters are
occupying the building.

offence /o'fens/ noun an illegal act o
He was charged with three serious of-
fences. o The minister was arrested and
charged with offences against the Offi-
cial Secrets Act. (NOTE: The US spelling
is offense.) o offence against the per-
son a criminal act which harms a person
physically, e.g. murder or actual bodily
harm o offence against property a crim-
inal act which damages or destroys prop-
erty, e.g. theft, forgery or criminal dam-
age o offence against public order a
criminal act which disturbs the general
calm of society, e.g. riot or affray o of-
fence against the state an attack on the
lawful government of a country, e.g. se-
dition or treason o offence triable either
way an offence which can be tried before
a magistrates’ court or a Crown Court

offend /o'fend/ verb to commit a crime

offender /o'fends/ noun somebody
who commits a crime

offensive weapon /o fensiv
'wepan/ noun an object which can be
used to harm a person or property o car-
rying offensive weapons the offence of
holding a weapon or something such as a
bottle which could be used as a weapon

COMMENT: Many things can be consid-
ered as offensive weapons if they are
used as such: a brick, a bottle, a piece
of wire, etc.
offer /'vfa/ noun 1. a statement by one
party to a contract that he or she proposes
to do something (NOTE: The offer (and
acceptance by the other party) is one of
the essential elements of a contract.) 2.
o the house is under offer someone has
made an offer to buy the house and the
offer has been accepted provisionally o
open to offers willing to discuss chang-
ing something that has been put forward
o or near offer (0.n.0.) or an offer of a
price which is slightly less than the price
asked o asking price: #200 o.n.o. 3. o he
received six offers of jobs, six job of-
fers six companies told him he could
have a job with them m verb 1. to propose
something to someone, or propose to do
something o he offered to buy the house
o to offer someone £100,000 for his
house o he offered £10 a share o to offer
someone a job to tell someone that he or
she can have a job in your company 2. to
say that you are willing to sell something
o We offered the house for sale.

offeree /,nfa'ri/ noun somebody who
receives an offer

offer for sale/,ofo fo 'seil/ nounasit-
uation where a company advertises new
shares for sale

offer of amends /nfo ov o'mendz/
plural noun an offer to write an apology
by someone who has libelled another
person

offeror /'vfars/ noun somebody who
makes an offer

offer price /'nfa prais/ noun the price
at which new shares are put on sale
offer to buy /ofs to 'bar/ noun a
statement that you are willing to pay a
specific amount of money to buy some-
thing o to make an offer for a company o
to accept an offer of £1,000 for the car o
He made an offer of £10 a share. o We
made a written offer for the house. o
£1,000 is the best offer I can make.
offer to sell /,ofs to 'sel/ noun a state-
ment that you are willing to sell some-
thing

office /'pfis/ noun 1. a set of rooms
where a company works or where busi-
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ness is done 2. a room where someone
works and does business o Come into my
office. o She has a pleasant office which
looks out over the park. o The senior
partner’s office is on the third floor. 3. o
information office, inquiry office office
where someone can answer questions
from members of the public 4. a post or
position o He holds or performs the of-
fice of treasurer. o compensation for
loss of office payment to a director who
is asked to leave a company before his or
her contract ends

office creeper /'vfis kri:pa/ noun a
well-dressed, well-spoken thief who pre-
tends to be someone such as a sales or re-
pair person and steals valuable items
such as laptop computers from offices

office junior /,of1s 'd3zunis/ noun a
young man or woman who does all types
of work in an office

Office of Fair Trading /,ofis ov feo
'trerdin/ noun the British government
department which protects consumers
against unfair or illegal business

office of profit /,ofis ov 'profit/, of-
fice of profit under the Crown /,nfis
ov ,profit 'ands 01 kravn/ noun a gov-
ernment post which disqualifies some-
one from being a Member of Parliament

officer /'nfisa/ noun 1. somebody who
has an official position o the company
officers, the officers of a company the
main executives or directors of a compa-
ny 2. an official, usually unpaid, of a club
or society o The election of officers of an
association.

office security /ofis si'kjuoriti/
noun the means taken to protect an office
against theft of equipment, personal
property or information

office space /'nfis spers/ noun the
space available for offices or occupied by
offices

office staff / vfis 'sta:f/ noun people
who work in offices

official /o'f1J(a)l/ adjective 1. done be-
cause it has been authorised by a govern-
ment department or organisation o He
left official documents in his car. o She
received an official letter of explanation.
o speaking in an official capacity
speaking officially o to go through offi-

cial channels to deal with officials, espe-
cially when making a request 2. done or
approved by a director or by a person in
authority o This must be an official order
— it is written on the company’s notepa-
per. m noun somebody working in a gov-
ernment department

official copy /5,f1f(a)l 'kop1/ noun a
copy of an official document which has
been sealed by the office which issued it
Official Journal /5 f1f(9)] 'd33:m(a)l/
noun a publication which lists the regu-
lations, statutory instruments and direc-
tives of the EC

officially /o'f1f(a)li/ adverb in an offi-
cial way o Officially he knows nothing
about the problem, but unofficially he
has given us a lot of advice about it.

official mediator /o f1f(a)l
'mi:dierta/ noun a government official
who tries to make the two sides in an in-
dustrial dispute agree

Official Receiver /5,fif(o)l r1'sizvo/
noun a government official who is ap-
pointed to close down a company which
is in liquidation or deal with the affairs of
a bankrupt

official referee /o fif(o)l refo'ri:/
noun a judge with specialist knowledge
who is appointed by the High Court to try
complicated, usually technical, cases of
a particular type

official return /5,fif(o)l ri'ta:n/ noun
an official report or statement

official secret /o fif(o)l 'sitkrat/
noun a piece of information which is
classified as important to the state and
which it is a crime to reveal

Official Secrets Act /o fif(o)l
'sitkrots ,&kt/ noun an Act of Parlia-
ment which governs the publication of
secret information relating to the state

Official Solicitor /o,f1f(o)l so'lisito/
noun a solicitor who acts in the High
Court for parties who have no-one to act
for them, usually because they are under
a legal disability

official strike /o, f1f(a)l 'straik/ noun
a strike which has been approved by the
union

officio /o'f1f100/ » ex officio, functus
officio
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off-licence /'of [lais(e)ns/ noun 1. a
licence to sell alcohol for drinking away
from the place where you buy it 2. a shop
which sells alcohol for drinking at home
offspring /'of spring/ noun a child or
children of a parent o His offspring in-
herited the estate. o They had two off-
spring. (NOTE: offspring is both singular
and plural)

off the record/,of 85 'reko:d/ adverb
unofficially or in private o He made some
remarks off the record about the rising
crime figures.

Old Bailey /,ould 'beili/ noun the
Central Criminal Court in London

old lag /,ould 'leeg/ noun a criminal
who has served many (short) prison sen-
tences, one who will never go straight
(informal)

oligarchical / vli'ga:kik(o)l/, oligar-
chic /,pli'ga:kik/ adjective referring to
an oligarchy

ombudsman /'bmbudzmen/ noun an
official who investigates complaints by
the public against government depart-
ments or other large organisations. Also
called Parliamentary Commissioner

COMMENT: There are in fact several
ombudsmen: the main one is the Par-
liamentary Commissioner, but there
are also others, such as the Health
Service Commissioner, who investi-
gates complaints against the Health
Service, and the Local Ombudsman
who investigates complaints against
local authorities, the Banking Om-
budsman, who investigates com-
plaints against banks, etc. In 1990, a
Legal Services Ombudsman was ap-
pointed to investigate complaints
against non-legal professional people
who supply legal services, such as
conveyancing. Although an ombuds-
man will make his recommendations
to the department concerned, and may
make his recommendations public, he
has no power to enforce them. The
Parliamentary Commissioner may
only investigate complaints which are
addressed to him through an MP; the
member of the public first brings his
complaint to his MP, and if the MP can-
not get satisfaction from the depart-
ment against which the complaint is
made, then the matter is passed to the
Ombudsman.

omission /ou'mif(a)n/ noun the fail-
ure to do something

one minute speech /wan 'minat
,spitt[/ noun US a short speech by a
member of the House of Representatives
on any subject at the beginning of the
day’s business

0.N.0. abbreviation or near offer

onus /'aunas/ noun responsibility for
doing something difficult o onus of
proof, onus probandi the duty to prove
that what has been alleged in court is cor-
rect o The onus of proof is on the claim-
ant. » burden of proof

op. cit. phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘in the work mentioned’ (NOTE: used
when referring to a legal text: ‘see
Smith LJ in Jones v. Amalgamated
Steel Ltd op. cit. p. 260)

open /'aupon/ adjective o in open
court in a courtroom with members of
the public present m verb to begin speak-
ing o Counsel for the prosecution opened
with a description of the accused’s fami-
ly background. o to open negotiations to
begin negotiating

open account /oupon o'kaunt/
noun an amount owed with no security
offered

open cheque /,oupan 'tfek/ noun a
cheque which is not crossed and can be
exchanged for cash anywhere

open court /'supon ko:t/ noun a
court where the hearings are open to the
public

open credit /oupon 'kredit/ noun
bank credit given to good customers
without security up to a maximum sum
open-ended /oupan 'endid/, open-
end US/,aupan 'end/ adjective with no
fixed limit, or with some items not spec-
ified o an open-ended agreement

open hearing /,oupon 'hrarig/ noun
a hearing that the public and journalists
may attend

opening /'aup(o)niy/ noun o a mar-
ket opening possibility of starting to do
business in a new market m adjective
happening at the beginning of something
o the judge’s opening remarks o the
opening speech from the defence counsel
or from the Home Secretary

opening balance /'sup(s)nip
,baelons/ noun the balance at the begin-
ning of an accounting period
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opening bid /oup(o)nig 'bid/ noun
the first bid at an auction

opening entry /'sup(e)nip ,entri/
noun the first entry in an account
opening price /oup(o)niy 'prars/
noun the price at the start of a day’s trad-
ing

opening stock /oup(e)niy 'stok/
noun the details of stock at the beginning
of an accounting period

open policy /,oupan 'polisi/ noun a
marine insurance policy, where the value
of what is insured is not stated

open prison /,oupan 'priz(e)n/ noun
a prison with minimum security where
category ‘D’ prisoners can be kept

open ticket /oupon 'tikit/ noun a
ticket which can be used on any date

open verdict /,oupon 'va:dikt/ noun
a verdict in a coroner’s court which does
not decide how the dead person died o
The court recorded an open verdict on
the two policemen.

operandi » modus operandi

operating /'pporeitiy/ noun the gen-
eral running of a business or of a ma-
chine

operating budget /'pporertip
bad3zit/ noun income and expenditure
which is expected to be incurred over a
period of time

operating costs /'oporeitig kpsts/
plural noun costs of the day-to-day or-
ganisation of a company

operating loss /'opareitiy los/ noun
a loss made by a company in its usual
business

operation /,ppa'reif(a)n/ noun o in
operation working, being used o The
system will be in operation by June. o
The new system came into operation on
June Ist.

operational /,opa'rerf(o)nal/ adjec-
tive o the system became operational
on June 1st the system began working
on June Ist

operational budget /,opareif(o)nal
'badz1t/ noun expenditure which is ex-
pected to be made in running a business,
office or other organisation such as po-
lice force

operational costs /pporeif(o)nal
'kosts/ plural noun costs of running a
business or a police force

operational planning
/,ppareif(a)nal 'pleeniy/ noun the activ-
ity of planning how something is to be
run

operational research
/,opareif(a)nal r1's3:tf/ noun a study of
a method of working to see if it can be
made more efficient and cost-effective

operations review /,pporeif(a)nz r1
'vjui/ noun an assessment of the way in
which a company or department works to
see how it can be made more efficient
and profitable

operative  words /pp(o)rotiv
'w3idz/ plural noun words in a convey-
ancing document which transfer the land
or create an interest in the land

opinion /a'pimjon/ noun 1. o to be of
the opinion to believe or to think o The

judge was of the opinion that if the evi-

dence was doubtful the claim should be
dismissed. 2. a piece of expert advice o
to ask an adviser for his opinion on a
case o The lawyers gave their opinion. o
Counsel prepared a written opinion. 3. a
judgment delivered by a court, especially
the House of Lords 4. (in the EU) an
opinion of the European Community
which is not legally binding

opinion poll /o'pinjon poul/ noun the
activity of asking a sample group of peo-
ple what they feel about something in or-
der to assess the opinion of the whole
population

opponent /s'pounant/ noun some-
body who is against you or who votes
against what you propose o The prosecu-
tion tried to discredit their opponents in
the case.

oppose /a'pavz/ verb 1. to try to stop
something happening o We are all op-
posed to the takeover. o Counsel for the
claimant opposed the defendant’s appli-
cation for an adjournment. o the police
opposed bail, opposed the granting of
bail the police said that bail should not
be granted to the accused 2. to vote
against something o A minority of board
members opposed the motion.
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opposition /opo'zif(a)n/  noun
strong disagreement with a suggestion or
plan, often including action to try to
change or stop it o There was considera-
ble opposition to the plan for reorganis-
ing the divorce courts. o The voters
showed their opposition to the govern-
ment by voting against the proposal in
the referendum.

option /'opfon/ noun an offer to some-
one of the right to enter into a contract at
a later date o option to purchase, to sell
giving someone the possibility to buy or
sell something within a period of time or
when a specific event happens o to grant
someone a six-month option on a
product to allow someone six months to
decide if he or she wants to be the agent
for a product, or if he or she wants to
manufacture the product under licence o
to take up an option, to exercise an op-
tion to accept the option which has been
offered and to put it into action o He ex-
ercised his option or he took up his op-
tion to acquire sole marketing rights to
the product. o 1 want to leave my op-
tions open I want to be able to decide
what to do when the time is right o to
take the soft option to decide to do
something which involves the least risk,
effort or problems

option contract /'opfon kontraekt/
noun the right to buy or sell shares at a
fixed price

oral /'o:ral/ adjective spoken

oral evidence /oiral 'evid(a)ns/
noun spoken evidence, as opposed to
written evidence

orally /'oirali/ adverb in speech, not in
writing

order /'o:da/ noun 1. a general state of
calm, where everything is working as
planned and ruled o There was a serious
breakdown of law and order. o offence
against public order, public order of-
fence riot, street fight, etc. 2. o orders
legislation made by ministers, under
powers delegated to them by Act of Par-
liament, but which still have to be ratified
by Parliament before coming into force
3. o to call a meeting to order to start
proceedings officially o to bring a meet-
ing to order to get a meeting back to dis-

cussing the agenda again (after an inter-
ruption) o order ! order! call by the
Speaker of the House of Commons to
bring the meeting to order 4. o pay to
Mr Smith or order pay money to Mr
Smith or as he orders o pay to the order
of Mr Smith pay money directly into Mr
Smith’s account

order book /'o:do buk/ noun a list
showing the House of Commons busi-
ness for the term of Parliament

Order in Council /5:do m
'kauns(9)l/ noun legislation approved
by the Queen in Council, which is al-
lowed by an Act of Parliament and does
not have to be ratified by Parliament

order of certiorari /,0:do ov ,s3:fio
'rearal/ noun an order which transfers a
case from a lower court to the High Court
for investigation into its legality o He ap-
plied for judicial review by way of certi-
orari. o The court ordered certiorari fol-
lowing judicial review, quashing the or-
der made by the juvenile court.

order of committal /5:do ov ko
'mit(a)l/ noun same as committal or-
der

order of discharge /o:do ov
'distfa:d3/ noun a court order releasing
a person from bankruptcy

order paper /,5:ds 'peipa/ noun the
agenda of business to be discussed each
day in the House of Commons

ordinance /'5:dinans/ noun 1. a spe-
cial decree of a government 2. US arule
made by a municipal authority, and ef-
fective only within the jurisdiction of
that authority

ordinarily /'o:d(o)n(o)rili/
normally or usually
ordinarily resident /5:d(o)n(o)rili
'rezid(a)nt/ noun someone who is usu-
ally resident in a particular country
ordinary /'5:d(e)n(a)ri/ adjective nor-
mal or not special

ordinary member /o:d(o)n(o)ri
‘memba/ noun somebody who pays a
subscription to belong to a club or group
ordinary resolution /5:d(o)n(o)ri
reza'lu:f(a)n/ noun a resolution which
can be passed by a simple majority of
shareholders

adverb



outside worker

ordinary shareholder/,5:d(o)n(o)ri
' feahaulda/ noun somebody who owns
ordinary shares in a company

organised crime /o:gonaizd
'kraim/ noun criminal activities which
are run as a business, with groups of spe-
cialist criminals, assistants, security
staff, etc., all run by a group of directors
or by a boss

organised labour /o:gonaizd
'letba/ noun all the employees who are
members of trade unions

original /o'ridzon(o)l/ noun the first
copy made o Send the original and file
two copies.

original evidence /o,rid3zon(o)l
‘evid(e)ns/ noun evidence given by a
witness, based on facts which he or she
knows to be true as opposed to hearsay

originate /s'rid3zinert/ verb to begin to
exist

originating application &)
ridzimertiy epli'kerf(e)n/ noun a
way of beginning some types of case in
the County Court

originating summons &)
rid3inertiy 'samanz/ noun a summons
whereby a legal action is commenced,
usually in the Chancery Division of the
High Court in cases relating to land or
the administration of an estate

orphan /'5:f(9)n/ noun a child whose
parents have died

ostensible /b'stensib(o)l/ adjective
appearing to be something, but not really
SO

ostensible partner /b stensib(o)l
'pa:tna/ noun a person who appears to
be a partner in a business by allowing his
or her name to be used but really has no
interest

otherwise /'Adowaiz/ adverb in an-
other way o John Smith, otherwise
known as ‘the Butcher’. o except as oth-
erwise stated except where it is stated in
a different way o unless otherwise
agreed unless different terms are agreed

ouster /'austa/ noun the removal of an
occupier from a property so that he or
she has to sue to regain possession, used
especially in matrimonial proceedings
against a violent spouse o He had to ap-

ply for an ouster order. o The judge made
an ouster order. Compare eject

Outer House /'auto hauz/ noun part
of the Scottish Court of Session, formed
of five judges

outlaw /'autlo:/ noun an old term for a
person who was thrown out of society as
a punishment m verb to say that some-
thing is unlawful o The government has
proposed a bill to outlaw drinking in
public.

outline planning permission
/,avt(a)lam 'pleniy ps,mif(a)n/ noun
general permission to build a property on
a piece of land, but not final because
there are no details provided

out of court /avt ov 'ko:t/ adverb,
adjective settled without going to court
to end a dispute o a settlement was
reached out of court a dispute was set-
tled between two parties privately with-
out continuing a court case

out of pocket /,aut av 'pokit/ adjec-
tive, adverb having paid out money per-
sonally o out-of-pocket expenses the
amount of money to pay an employee
back for his or her own money which has
been spent on company business
output tax /'avtput teks/ noun VAT
charged by a company on goods or serv-
ices sold

outright /,aut'rait/ adverb, adjective
completely o to purchase something
outright, to make an outright pur-
chase to buy something completely, in-
cluding all rights in it

outside /'avtsaid/ adjective, adverb
not in a prison or institution o on the out-
side outside a prison or institution o They
need help with returning to life on the
outside.

outside dealer /,avtsaid 'di:lo/ noun
somebody who is not a member of the
Stock Exchange but is allowed to trade
outside director /autsaid dar
'rekta/ noun a director who is not em-
ployed by the company

outside line /avtsaid 'lain/ noun a
line from an internal office telephone
system to the main telephone exchange
outside worker /‘avtsaid ,wa:ko/
noun a worker who does not work in a
company’s offices



outstanding

outstanding /aut'stendiy/ adjective
not yet paid or completed o matters out-
standing from the previous meeting
questions which were not settled at the
previous meeting

outstanding debts /aut,standip
'dets/ plural noun debts which are wait-
ing to be paid

outstanding offences  /aut
stendiy o'fenss/ plural noun offences
for which a person has not yet been con-
victed, which can be considered at the
same time as a similar offence for which
he or she faces sentence

Oval Office /,ouval 'ofis/ noun the
room in the White House which is the
personal office of the President of the
United States (NOTE: also used to mean
the President himself: The Oval Office
was not pleased by the attitude of the
Senate.)

overall majority /ouveroil mo
'd3priti/ noun same as absolute ma-
jority

overdue /,auva'dju:/ adjective having
not been paid on time o interest pay-
ments are three weeks overdue interest
payments which should have been made
three weeks ago. Compare outstanding

overreaching /ouva'riit [/ noun a
legal principle where an interest in land
is replaced by a direct right to money

override /ouva'raid/ verb 1. to be
more important than something else o
They believe public safety overrides indi-
vidual preference. 2. to use official pow-
er to change someone else’s decision o
The appeal court overrode the decision
of the lower court.
COMMENT: If the President of the USA
disapproves of a bill sent to him by
Congress for signature, he can send it
back with objections within ten days of
receiving it. Then if the Congress
votes with a two-thirds majority in both
Houses to continue with the bill, the bill
becomes law and the President’s veto
is overridden.
overrider /'suvoraido/, overriding
commission /,ouvoraidin ka'mif(o)n/
noun a special extra commission which
is above all other commissions

overriding interest /ouvoraidip
'Intrast/ noun an interest which comes

before that of another party o His wife es-
tablished an overriding interest in the
property against the bank’s charge on it.
(NOTE: overriding — overrode — has
overridden)

overrule /ouva'ruil/ verb 1. (of a
higher court) to set a new precedent by
deciding a case on a different principle
from one laid down by a lower court o
The Supreme Court can overrule any
other court in the USA. 2. (in a meeting)
not to allow something because you are
more powerful than others o Mr Smith
tried to object but his objection was
overruled by the chairman. o Community
law must overrule national constitutions
of Member States.

overseas call /,cuvasiiz 'ko:l/ noun
a call to another country

overt /ou'va:t/ adjective clear and ob-
vious

overt act /ou'vait &kt/ noun an act
which is obviously aimed at committing
a criminal offence

overtime /'suvetaim/ adverb o to
work overtime to work longer hours
than in the contract of employment

overtime pay /'suvataim per/ noun
pay for extra time worked

overturn /,ouva'tain/ verb to cancel a
judgment on appeal

own /aun/ verb to have or to possess o a
wholly-owned subsidiary a subsidiary
which belongs completely to the parent
company o a state-owned industry an
industry which is nationalised

owner /'sund/ noun somebody who
owns something o goods sent at own-
er’s risk situation where it is the owner
of the goods who has to insure them
while they are being shipped

owner-occupier /,ounar 'nkjupars/
noun somebody who owns the property
which he or she occupies

ownership /'suna[1p/ noun the act of
owning something o the ownership of
the company has passed to the banks
the banks have become owners of the
company

oyez /au'jez/ French word meaning
‘hear!”: used at the beginning of some
types of official proceedings
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pack /pak/ verb to fill a group such as
a committee or a jury with members who
are sympathetic to your views o The left-
wing group packed the general purposes
committee with activists.

pact /pakt/ noun a formal agreement
between two parties or countries o The
countries in the region signed a non-ag-
gression pact. o The two minority parties
signed an electoral pact not to oppose
each other in specific constituencies.
pais » estoppel

palimony /'paelimoni/ noun the mon-
ey that a court orders a man to pay regu-
larly to a woman with whom he has been
living and from whom he has separated
pan- /pxn/ prefix meaning ‘covering
all’

pandering /'pendoriy/ noun the
crime of attempting to solicit customers
for prostitutes

panel /'pen(a)l/ » empanel

Papal Nuncio /peip(a)l 'nansiou/
noun an ambassador sent by the Pope to
a country

paper /'peipa/ noun 1. a thin material
for writing on or for wrapping 2. an out-
line report o The Treasurer asked his
deputy to write a paper on new funding.
o The planning department prepared a
paper for the committee on the possible
uses of the site. ) Green Paper, White
Paper 3. o papers documents o The so-
licitor sent me the relevant papers on the
case. o The police have sent the papers
on the fraud to the Director of Public
Prosecutions. o He has lost the customs
papers. o The office is asking for the VAT
papers. 4. o on paper as explained in
writing, but not tested in practice o On
paper the system is ideal, but we have to
see it working before we will sign the

contract. 5. documents such as bills of
exchange or promissory notes which can
represent money 6. o paper money, pa-
per currency banknotes 7. a newspaper

paper feed /'peipo fi:d/ nounadevice
which puts paper into a printer or copy-
ing machine

paper loss /,peipa 'los/ noun the loss
made when an asset has fallen in value
but has not been sold

paper money /peipa 'mani/ noun
money in notes, not coins

paper profit /, peips 'profit/ noun the
profit made when an asset has increased
in value but has not been sold

paralegal /,pera'lig(a)l/ adjective re-
lated to, but not part of, the law m noun
somebody with no legal qualifications
who works in a lawyer’s office

paramount /‘pxromauvnt/ adjective
superior

parasitic rights /para'sitik raits/
noun (in the EU) the rights of persons to
live in a EU country if they are depend-
ent for their means of living on persons
who have the right to reside and to have
employment

pardon /'pa:d(a)n/ noun the action of
forgiving an offence by a Parliament or
by a monarch m verb to forgive an of-
fence o The political prisoners were par-
doned by the president.
COMMENT: Not the same as ‘quashing’
a conviction, which means that the
conviction has been made void; both
‘pardoning’ and ‘quashing’ have the
same effect.
parens patriae /perenz ‘'petri/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘parent
of the nation’, referring to a king, queen
or other head of state as the sovereign



parent

and guardian of children or people suf-
fering from a legal disability

parent /'pearont/ noun o parents fa-
ther and mother

parental responsibility /ps
rent(9)l r1,sponsi'biliti/ noun a con-
cept introduced by the Children’s Act
1989, which encompasses all the rights,
duties and responsibilities that by law a
parent of a child is entitled to have.
Former name custody (NOTE: Parental
responsibility is automatically acquired
by both parents if married and in cases
of unmarried couples, given to the
mother alone. An unmarried father is
able to acquire parental responsibility
by consent of the mother or by obtain-
ing a parental responsibility order
which is issued by a court.)

parent company /'pearant
Jkamp(o)ni/ noun a company which
owns more than half of another compa-
ny’s shares

parentis » in loco parentis

pari passu /pari 'pesui/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘equally’ or ‘with
no distinction between them’ o The new
shares will rank pari passu with the ex-
isting ones.

parity /'pariti/ noun the fact of being
equal o the female staff want parity
with the men they want to have the same
rates of pay and conditions as the men o
the pound fell to parity with the dollar
the pound fell to a point where one
pound equalled one dollar

parking offence /'pa:kiy o fens/
noun an offence caused when parking a
vehicle, e.g. parking on yellow lines, or
too near to street corners or pedestrian
crossings

parliament /'pa:lomont/ noun an
elected group of representatives who
form the legislative body which votes the
laws of a country. In the UK, it is formed
of the House of Commons and House of
Lords.

parliamentary / pa:lo'ment(o)ri/ ad-
jective referring to parliament

parliamentary agent
/,pa:loment(d)ri 'erdz(e)nt/ noun a
person, usually a solicitor or barrister,

who advises private individuals who
wish to promote a Bill in Parliament

Parliamentary = Commissioner
/,pa:lo,ment(o)ri ka'mif(a)na/, Parlia-
mentary Commissioner for Adminis-
tration / pa:loment(o)ri ko mif(o)na
for admini'streif(a)n/ noun the official
who investigates complaints by the pub-
lic against government departments.
Also called Ombudsman

parliamentary counsel
/,pa:loment(o)ri 'kavnsal/ noun a so-
licitor who is responsible for drafting
Bills going before Parliament

Parliamentary privilege
/,pailoment(a)ri 'privilid3/ noun the
right of a Member of Parliament or
Member of the House of Lords to speak
freely to the House without possibility of
being sued for slander

parol /pa'roul/ adjective done by
speaking

parol agreement /pa'roul o
.gritmant/ noun a simple contract, in-
formal or oral contract

parole /pa'roul/ noun 1. allowing a
prisoner to leave prison for a short time,
on condition that he or she behaves well
o He was given a week’s parole to visit
his mother in hospital. 2. permission for
a prisoner who has behaved well to be re-
leased from prison early on condition
that he continues to behave well o After
six month’s good conduct in prison she is
eligible for parole. o He was let out on
parole and immediately burgled a house.
m verb to allow a prisoner to leave prison
before the end of their sentence on con-
dition that he or she behaves well o If
you're lucky you will be paroled before
Christmas.

parole board /ps'roul bo:d/ noun a
group of people who advise the Home
Secretary if a prisoner should be released
on parole before the end of his or her sen-
tence

parolee /pa'roulii/ noun US a prisoner
who is let out on parole

parol evidence /pa'roul ,evidons/
noun evidence given orally

part /pa:t/ noun 1. a piece or section o
Part of the shipment was damaged. o
Fart of the staff is on overtime. o Part of



partly-paid up shares

the expenses will be refunded. 2. one of
the sections of an Act, Bill, or other offi-
cial document (below) 3. o in part not
completely o to contribute in part to the
costs o to pay the costs in part

Part 20 claim /,pa:t 'twenti kleim/
noun any claim other than a claim filed
by a claimant against a defendant in the
particulars of claim
COMMENT: Part 20 claims include
counterclaims by a defendant against
a claimant, or against other persons
who are not parties to the case, or a
claim by another person against any
other person. These claims are dealt
with under Part 20 of the new Civil Pro-
cedure Rules, hence the name.
Part 36 offer, Part 36 payment noun
an offer or payment made by a defendant
(the offeror) to a claimant (the offeree) to
settle all or part of a claim after proceed-
ings have started (these offers or pay-
ments do not apply to small claims)
parte » ex parte, inter partes, audi al-
teram partem
partial /'pa:[(a)l/ adjective 1. not com-
plete o he was awarded partial com-
pensation for the damage to his house
he was compensated for part of the dam-
age 2. showing unfair support for one
person or group compared with others o
The defendant complained that the judge
was partial.
partial defence /pa:[(o)l di'fens/
noun a defence such as self-defence
which is not enough to acquit the defend-
ant, but which can reduce their charge to
a lesser one
partial intestacy /pa:f(a)l m
'testasi/ noun a situation where a person
dies leaving a will which does not cover
all his or her estate
partial loss /'pa:[(o)l Ips/ noun a sit-
uation where only part of the insured
property has been damaged or lost
particular /po'tikjule/ plural noun
particulars 1. detailed information
about something or someone o sheet
which gives particulars of the items for
sale o the inspector asked for particulars
of the missing car o to give full particu-
lars of something to list all the known
details about something o request for
further and better particulars pleading
served by one party on another in civil

proceedings, asking for information
about the other party’s claim or defence
2. a statement of the facts of a case, made
by a party in civil proceedings or a Coun-
ty Court pleading, setting out the claim-
ant’s claim

particular average /po,tikjulo
'eev(9)rid3/ noun a situation where part
of a shipment is lost or damaged and the
insurance costs are borne by the owner of
the lost goods and not shared among all
the owners of the shipment

particular lien /potikjulo 'lizon/
noun the right of a person to keep pos-
session of another person’s property un-
til debts relating to that property have
been paid

particulars /pa'tikjuloz/ plural noun
details, especially a statement of the facts
of a case made by a party in civil pro-
ceedings or a County Court pleading set-
ting out the claimant’s claim o Sheet
which gives particulars of the items for
sale. o The inspector asked for particu-
lars of the missing car.

particulars of claim /ps,tikjuloz ov
'klerm/ noun a document containing de-
tails of a claimant’s case and the relief
sought against the defendant (NOTE:
Since the introduction of the new Civil
Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has replaced statement of
claim.)
COMMENT: Particulars of claim are
usually included in the claim form filed
by the claimant. They should give a
statement of the facts of the claim, to-
gether with details of interest or dam-
ages claimed. They must include the
following if they are to form part of the
claim to be pleaded: details of fraud, il-
legality, breach of trust, default, or un-
soundness of mind on the part of the
defendant.

partition /pa:'tif(a)n/ noun the divi-

sion of land which is held by joint tenants
or tenants in common

partly-paid capital /pa:t(o)li perd
'kaepit(e)l/ noun capital which repre-
sents partly-paid shares

partly-paid up shares /pa:t(o)li
peid ap '[eaz/ plural noun shares where

the shareholders have not paid the full
face value
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partly-secured creditors / pa:tli st
kjuad 'kreditas/ plural noun creditors
whose debts are not fully covered by the
value of the security

partnership at will /pa:tnofip ot
'wil/ noun a partnership with no fixed
time limit stated

part-owner /,pa:t 'suna/ noun some-
body who owns something jointly with
one or more other persons
part-ownership /pa:it ‘'ounafip/
noun a situation where two or more per-
sons own the same property

part payment / pa:t 'permont/ noun
the payment of part of an amount which
is owed

part performance /pa:it po
'formons/ noun a situation where a party
has carried out part of a contract, but not
complied with all the terms of it

party /'pa:ti/ noun 1. a person or group
of people involved in a legal dispute, le-
gal agreement or crime o One of the par-
ties to the suit has died. o The company
is not a party to the agreement. o to be
party to something to be involved in a
legal action o How important is this case
to those persons who are not party to it?
2. o a third party candidate candidate
for one of the smaller parties

party and party costs /pa:ti on
pa:t1 'kosts/ plural noun normal basis
for assessment of costs which includes
all costs incurred in the party’s case

party wall /,pa:ti 'woil/ noun a wall
which separates two adjoining properties
such as houses or land and belongs to
both owners equally

pass /pais/ noun a permit allowing
someone to go into a building o You need
a pass to enter the ministry offices. o All
members of staff must show their passes.
m verb 1. to vote to approve o The fi-
nance director has to pass an invoice be-
fore it is paid. o The loan has been
passed by the board. o to pass a resolu-
tion to vote to agree to a resolution 2. to
vote to make a law o Parliament passed
the Bill which has now become law. 3. o
to pass sentence on someone to give a
convicted person the official legal pun-
ishment o The jury returned a verdict of
guilty, and the judge will pass sentence

next week. 4. o to pass a dividend to pay
no dividend in a specific year

passenger manifest /pasindzo
‘maenifest/ noun a list of passengers on
a ship or plane

passing off / pa:siy 'nf/ noun the ac-
tion of trying to sell goods by giving the
impression that they have been made by
someone else, using that other person’s
reputation to make a sale

pass off /pa:s 'of/ verb o to pass
something off as something else to pre-
tend that it is another thing in order to
cheat a customer

pass over /,pa:s 'auva/ verb to avoid
using someone who has been appointed,
and use someone else instead
COMMENT: An executor can be passed
over in favour of someone else is if he
has disappeared, is serving a life sen-
tence in prison, etc.
passport /'pa:spo:t/ noun an official
document proving that someone is a citi-
zen of a country, which has to be shown
when travelling from one country to an-
other o We had to show our passports at
the customs post. o His passport is out of
date. o The passport officer stamped my
passport.

passport holder /,pa:spo:t 'houvlds/
noun somebody who holds a passport o
She is a British passport holder.

passport section  /pa:spo:t
'sekfon/ noun a part of an embassy
which deals with passport inquiries

patent /'peitont, 'paetont/ noun an of-
ficial document showing that a person
has the exclusive right to make and sell
an invention o to take out a patent for a
new type of light bulb o to apply for a
patent for a new invention o He has re-
ceived a grant of patent for his invention.
o patent applied for, patent pending
words on a product showing that the in-
ventor has applied for a patent for it o to
forfeit a patent to lose a patent because
payments have not been made o to in-
fringe a patent to make a product which
works in the same way as a patented
product and not pay a royalty to the pat-
ent holder o to file a patent application
to apply for a patent m verb o to patent
an invention to register an invention
with the patent office to prevent other
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patrolman

people from copying it m adjective very
obvious o The prisoner’s statement is a
patent lie.
COMMENT: To qualify for a patent an
invention must be new and not previ-
ously disclosed, it must be an advance
on previous inventions, it must be able
to be manufactured and it must not in-
volve anything excluded from patent
cover. Things excluded from patent
cover include scientific theories (be-
cause they are confidential informa-
tion), games and computer programs
(which are covered by copyrights),
medical treatments, some newly de-
veloped plants, animals and other bio-
logical processes. When a patent is
granted, it gives the patentee a mo-
nopoly in his invention for 20 years.
patentability /patonta'biliti/ noun
the ability to be the subject of a patent
patentable /'pertontob(a)l/ adjective
able to be the subject of a patent o Com-
puter programs are not patentable be-
cause they are covered by copyright.
patent agent /'pertont ,erdzont/
noun somebody who advises on patents
and applies for patents on behalf of cli-
ents
patent defect/ pertont di'fekt/ noun
an obvious defect
patented /'pertontid, 'petontid/ ad-
jective being protected by a patent
patentee / perton'ti:/ noun somebody
who has been granted a patent
patent examiner /peirtont 1g
'zemind/ noun an official who checks
patent applications to see if the inven-
tions are really new
patent holder /pertont 'houlds/
noun somebody who has been granted a
patent
patent number /peitont 'nambo/
noun a reference number given to a pat-
ented invention
patent office /'pertont ,ofis/ noun a
government office which grants patents
and supervises them
patent pending /peitont 'pendiy/
noun a phrase printed on a product to
show that its inventor has applied for a
grant of patent but has not yet received it
patent proprietor /peitont pro
'prarato/ noun a person who holds a pat-
ent

patent rights /'pertont raits/ plural
noun rights which an inventor holds un-
der a patent

patent specification /pertont
spesifi'keif(a)n/ noun the full details
of an invention which is the subject of a
patent application

paternity /pa'tainiti/ noun 1. the ac-
tion of being a father 2. the moral right of
a copyright holder to be identified as the
creator of the work

paternity action /pa,t3:niti 'k fon/,
suit/su:t/ noun a lawsuit brought by the
mother of an illegitimate child to force
the putative father to maintain the child
paternity leave /mo'ta:niti lizv/
noun a period when a man is away from
work because his partner is about to
have, or has had a baby

pathologist /po'Oplodzist/ noun a
doctor who specialises in pathology, es-
pecially a doctor who examines corpses
to find out the cause of death

patrial /'pertrial/ noun a person who
has the right to live in the UK because
they has close family ties with the coun-
try such a grandparent being British
patricide /'patrisaid/ noun the mur-
der of your own father

Patriot Act /'petriot ,&kt/ noun in
the USA, a set of federal anti-terrorism
measures that allows lower standards of
probable cause to be accepted for obtain-
ing intelligence warrants against sus-
pected spies and terrorists

patrol /pa'traul/ noun a group of peo-
ple who walk through an area to see what
is happening o a police patrol group of
policemen who are patrolling an area o
on patrol walking through an area to see
what is happening o We have six squad
cars on patrol in the centre of the town. o
on foot patrol patrolling an area on foot,
not in a car m verb to walk regularly
through an area to see what is happening
o Groups of riot police were patrolling
the centre of the town.

patrol car /pa'troul kai/ noun a car
used by police on patrol

patrolman /pa'trovlman/ noun US
the lowest rank of policeman o Patrol-
man Jones was at the scene of the acci-
dent.



patronage secretary

patronage secretary /patronid3
'sekrat(o)ri/ noun an official of the
Prime Minister’s staff who deals with ap-
pointments to posts

pauperis » in forma pauperis

pawn /po:in/ verb o to pawn a watch to
leave a watch with a pawnbroker who
gives a loan against it

pawnshop /'poimnfop/ noun a pawn-
broker’s shop

pawn ticket /'poin tikit/ noun a re-
ceipt given by the pawnbroker for the ob-
ject left in pawn

pay /pe1/ noun a salary, wage, or money
given to someone for work done m verb
1. to give money to buy an item or a serv-
ice o to pay in advance to give money
before you receive the item bought or be-
fore the service has been completed o to
pay in instalments to give money for an
item by giving small amounts regularly o
to pay cash to pay the complete sum in
cash o to pay costs to pay the costs of a
court case o to pay on demand to pay
money when it is asked for, not after a
period of credit o to pay a dividend to
give shareholders a part of the profits of
a company o to pay interest to give
money as interest on money borrowed or
invested 2. to give an employee money
for work done o The employees have not
been paid for three weeks. o We pay good
wages for skilled employees. o How
much do they pay you per hour? o to be
paid by the hour to get money for each
hour worked o to be paid at piece-work
rates to get money calculated on the
number of pieces of work finished

payable /'perab(o)l/ adjective being
due to be paid o payable in advance be-
ing payable before the goods are deliv-
ered o payable on delivery being paya-
ble when the goods are delivered o pay-
able on demand being payable when
payment is asked for o payable at sixty
days being payable by sixty days after
the date of invoice o cheque made pay-
able to bearer cheque which will be
paid to the person who has it, not to any
particular name written on it o shares
payable on application shares which
must be paid for when you apply to buy
them o electricity charges are payable

by the tenant the tenant (and not the
landlord) must pay for the electricity
pay as you earn /per 9z ju '3in/
noun a tax system by which income tax
is deducted from the salary before it is
paid to the worker. Abbreviation PAYE
(NOTE: The US term is pay-as-you-go.)
pay-as-you-go /,per 9z jur 'gov/
noun 1. US same as pay as you earn 2.
a system of summarily assessing costs in
a trial

pay back /per 'bak/ verb to give
money back to someone o [ lent her £50
and she promised to pay me back in a
month. o He has never paid me back the
money he borrowed.

payback /'peibak/ noun the repay-
ment of money which has been borrowed

payback clause /'peibek klo:z/
noun a clause in a contract which states
the terms for repaying a loan

payback period /'peibak proriod/
noun the period of time over which a
loan is to be repaid or an investment is to
pay for itself

pay cheque /'per tfek/ noun a salary
cheque given to an employee (NOTE: The
US term is paycheck.)

pay down /per 'daun/ verb o to pay
money down to make a deposit o He
paid £50 down and the rest in monthly
instalments.

PAYE abbreviation pay as you earn

payee /pet'i/ noun somebody who re-
ceives money from someone, the person
whose name is on a cheque or bill of ex-
change

pay in /per '/, into /'ints, 'mtu,
'Intui/ verb o to pay in, to pay money
into court (of a defendant) to deposit
money with the court at the beginning of
a case, to try to satisfy the claimant’s
claim
COMMENT: If at trial the claimant fails
to recover more than the amount the
defendant has paid in, he will have to
pay the defendant’s costs from the
date of the payment in.
paying party /,periy 'pa:ti/ noun the
party in a case who is liable to pay costs
(NOTE: The other party is the receiving

party.)



pendens

payment /'‘permont/ noun 1. the trans-
fer of money from one person to another
to satisfy a debt or obligation o payment
in cash or cash payment o payment by
cheque o payment on account paying
part of the money owed before a bill is
delivered o The solicitor asked for a pay-
ment of £100 on account. o payment on
invoice paying money as soon as an in-
voice is received 2. money paid
payment into court/ pemmont 'into
ko:t/ noun the depositing of money by
the defendant into the court before the
case starts, to try to satisfy the claimant’s
claim

pay negotiations /'per nigoufi
.e1f(9)nz/ plural noun discussions be-
tween employers and employees about
pay increases

pay off / per 'nf/ verb 1. to finish pay-
ing money which is owed o to pay off a
mortgage o to pay off a loan 2. to pay all
the money owed to someone and termi-
nate his or her employment o When the
company was taken over the factory was
closed and all the employees were paid
off.

payoff /'perof/ noun money paid to fin-
ish paying something which is owed
pay restraint /'per ri,stremnt/ noun
the activity of keeping increases in wag-
es under control

pay up /pe1 'ap/ verb to give money
which is owed o The company paid up
only when we sent them a letter from our
solicitor. o He finally paid up six months
late.

PC abbreviation police constable or
Privy Council or Privy Councillor
(NOTE: The plural is PCs.)

PDs abbreviation practice directions
pecuniary /pi'kju:niori/ adjective re-
ferring to money o obtaining a pecuni-
ary advantage by deception crime of
tricking someone into handing over
money o he gained no pecuniary ad-
vantage he made no financial gain
pecuniary default judgment /p1
kjurniori di fo:lt 'dzadzmont/ noun a
judgment without trial against a defend-
ant who fails to respond to a claim,
which gives the claimant the money
claimed including interest

pecuniary legacy /p1kju:niori
'legasi/ noun a legacy in the form of
money

pedestrian precinct /po destrion
‘prizsipkt/ noun part of a town which is
closed to traffic so that people can walk
about and shop

peer group /'p1a gru:p/ nouna group
of persons of the same level or rank o
The Magna Carta gave every person the
right to be tried by his or her peers. o
Children try to behave like other mem-
bers of their peer group.

penal /'pi:n(a)l/ adjective referring to
punishment

penal code /'piin(a)l kaud/ noun a set
of laws governing crime and its punish-
ment

penal colony /,pi:n(o)l 'koloni/ noun
a prison camp in a distant place, where
prisoners are sent for long periods
penal institution /'piin(a)l
Jnstrtju:f(a)n/ noun a place such as a
prison where convicted criminals are
kept

penalise /'pimnolaiz/, penalize verb
to punish someone for doing something
wrong, especially by fining them o fo pe-
nalise a supplier for late deliveries o
They were penalised for bad service.

penal laws /'pi:n(a)l Io:s/ plural noun
system of punishments relating to differ-
ent crimes

penal servitude /,piin(d)l
's3rvitjurd/ noun a former punishment
by imprisonment with hard labour

penal system /pimn(o)l 'sistom/
noun same as penal laws

penalty /'pen(a)lti/ noun a punishment
such as a fine which is imposed if some-
thing is not done or if a law is not obeyed
o The penalty for carrying an offensive
weapon is a fine of £2,000 and three
months in prison.

COMMENT: Penalty clauses in a con-

tract are sometimes unenforceable.
penalty clause /'pen(o)lti klo:z/
noun a clause which lists the penalties
which will be imposed if the terms of the
contract are not fulfilled

pendens » lis pendens



pendente lite

pendente lite /pen,denter 'larter/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘during
the lawsuit.” » alimony

pending /'pendiy/ adjective waiting
pending action /pendip 'ekfon/
noun an action concerned with land
which has not been heard

pending suit /'pendip suit/ noun
while a lawsuit is being heard

penitentiary /,peni'tenfori/ noun US
a large prison o the Pennsylvania State
Penitentiary

penology /pi:'nolad3i/ noun the study
of sentences in relation to crimes

pensionable age /penfonob(o)l
‘e1d3/ noun the age after which someone
can take a pension

pension contributions /'penfon
kontri,bju:f(e)nz/ plural noun money
paid by a company or employee into a
pension fund

pension entitlement /'penfon m
tart(e)lmant/ noun the amount of pen-
sion which someone has the right to re-
ceive when he or she retires

pension fund /'penfon fand/ noun
money which provides pensions for re-
tired members of staff

pension plan /'penfon plen/ noun a
plan worked out by an insurance compa-
ny which arranges for an employee to
pay part of his or her salary over many
years and receive a regular payment on
retirement

peppercorn rent /pepoko:n 'rent/
noun a very small or nominal rent o to
pay a peppercorn rent o to lease a prop-
erty for or at a peppercorn rent

per annum /por '®&nom/ adverb in
each year o The rent is £2,500 per an-
num. o What is their turnover per an-
num?

per autre vie /psir outra 'viy/
phrase a French phrase meaning ‘for the
lifetime of another person’

per capita /ps 'keprito/ adjective, ad-
verb 1. divided among beneficiaries in-
dividually. Compare per stirpes 2. for
each person o per capita expenditure
total money spent divided by the number
of people involved

percentage increase /po,sentidz
'inkrizs/ noun an increase in costs above
base costs, which is negotiated as part of
a conditional fee agreement

per contra /p3: 'kontro/ noun a
phrase that shows that a contra entry has
been made

per curiam /p3: 'kju:riom/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘by a court’: a de-
cision correctly made by a court, which
can be used as a precedent

per diem /,pa: 'dizem/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘for each day’

peremptory challenge /pa
rempt(9)ri 'tfelind3/ noun an objec-
tion made about a juror without stating
any reason

perfect right / pa:fikt 'rait/ noun a
correct and legally acceptable right

perform /pa'fomm/ verb to carry out a
task or duty, or something which is re-
quired in a contract

performance /poa'formons/ noun 1.
the way in which someone or something
acts o the poor performance of the
shares on the stock market the fall in
the share price on the stock marketo as a
measure of the company’s perform-
ance as a way of judging if the compa-
ny’s results are good or bad o perform-
ance of personnel against objectives
how personnel have worked, measured
against the objectives set 2. the activity
of carrying out of something, such as a
duty or the terms of a contract o they
were asked to put up a £1m perform-
ance bond they were asked to deposit
£1m as a guarantee that they would carry
out the terms of the contract

performance review /po'formans r1
,vjui/ noun a yearly interview between
an employer and each employee to dis-
cuss how the employee has worked dur-
ing the year

performing right /ps'formig rart/
noun the right to allow the playing of a
copyright piece of music

peril /'peril/ noun danger, especially a
possible accident covered by an insur-
ance policy o perils of the sea, mari-
time perils accidents which can happen
at sea



personal action

per incuriam /p3: m'kjuiriom/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘because
of lack of care’: a decision wrongly made
by a court which does not therefore set a
precedent

periodic /prori'ndik/, periodical
/,prori'ndik(e)l/  adjective happening
regularly from time to time

periodical payments
/,prorindik(d)l '‘permonts/ plural noun
regular payments, e.g. maintenance paid
to a divorced spouse

periodic  tenancy /piorindik
'tenansi/ noun a tenancy where the ten-
ant rents for several short periods but not
for a fixed length of time

period of notice /pioriad ov
'noutis/ noun the time stated in the con-
tract of employment which the employee
or company has to allow between resign-
ing or being fired and the employee actu-
ally leaving his or her job

period of qualification /,pioriod ov
kwolifr'kerf(e)n/ noun the time which
has to pass before something qualifies
for something

period of validity /proriod ov vo
'Iiditi/ noun the length of time for which
a document is valid

perjure /'pa:d3o/ verb o to perjure
yourself to tell lies when you have made
an oath to say what is true

perjury /'p3:dzeri/ noun the notifiable
offence of telling lies when you have
made an oath to say what is true in court
o He was sent to prison for perjury. o She
appeared in court on a charge of perjury
or on a perjury charge.

permissive waste /po,misiv 'weist/
noun damage to a property which is
caused by a tenant not carrying out re-
pairs

permit noun/'p3:mit/ an official docu-
ment which allows someone to do some-
thing m verb /pa'mit/ to allow someone
to do something o This document permits
the export of twenty-five computer sys-
tems. o The ticket permits three people to
go into the exhibition.

per my et per tout /p3: mar i: 'ti:
taut/ phrase a French phrase meaning
‘by half and by all’: used to indicate the
relationship between joint tenants

perpetrate /'pa:pitreit/ verb to com-
mit a crime

perpetrator /'pa:pitreits/ noun a per-
son who does something harmful or dis-
honest, especially a person who commits
a crime

perpetuity /pa:pit'ju:tti/ noun o in
perpetuity for ever

per pro /ps 'prou/ abbreviation per
procurationem o the secretary signed
per pro the manager the secretary
signed on behalf of, and with the author-
ity of, the manager

per procurationem /po prokjureest
‘aunom/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘with the authority of’

per quod /p3: 'kwod/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘by which’ or ‘whereby’

per se / p3: 'sel/ phrase a Latin phrase
meaning ‘on its own’ or ‘alone’

persistent offender /po sistont o
‘fenda/ noun a person who has been
convicted of a crime at least three times
before and is likely to commit the crime
again

person /'p3:s(e)n/ noun a man or
woman o insurance policy which covers
a named person o the persons named in
the contract people whose names are
given in the contract o the document
should be witnessed by a third person
someone who is not named in the docu-
ment should witness it o in person
someone himself or herself o this im-
portant package is to be delivered to
the chairman in person the package has
to be given to the chairman himself (and
not to his secretary, assistant, etc.) o he
came to see me in person he himself
came to see me

persona /pa‘'souna/ noun something
such as a company which has property
personal /'psis(o)n(a)l/ adjective 1.
referring to one person o personal serv-
ice the act of giving legal documents to
someone as part of a legal action, e.g.
serving someone with a writ 2. private o
I want to see the director on a personal
matter.

personal action /p3is(o)n(a)l
‘ek[on/ noun 1. a legal action brought
by a person himself or herself 2. com-



personal allowances

mon law term for an action against a per-
son arising out of a contract or tort
personal allowances /,p3:s(o)n(a)l
d'lavensiz/ plural noun part of a per-
son’s income which is not taxed o allow-
ances against tax or tax allowances
personal assets /p3:s(o)n(a)l
'@®sets/ plural noun moveable assets
which belong to a person

personal assistant /,ps:s(o)n(o)l o
'sistont/ noun a secretary who can take
on responsibility in various ways when
the boss is not there

personal chattels /p3:s(o)n(a)l
'tfeet(9)lz/ noun household things such
furniture, clothes, or cars which belong
to a person and which are not land
personal conduct /p3:s(o)n(a)l
kon'dakt/ noun (in the EU) the way in
which a person acts in society
COMMENT: Personal conduct can be
used as a reason for excluding a na-
tional of another EU state from enter-
ing a country and taking up work.
personal effects /ps3:is(o)n(e)l 1
‘fekts/ plural noun personal belongings
personal estate /p3a:s(o)n(d)l 1
'stert/ noun the set of things, excluding
land, which belong to someone and can
be inherited by their heirs
personal income /p3:s(o)n(a)l
'nkam/ noun income received by an in-
dividual person before tax is paid
personal injury  /,p3:s(®)n(d)l
'indzari/ noun injury to the body suf-
fered by the victim of an accident
personality /,ps:so'naliti/ noun the
qualities of mind and spirit which make
one person different from another
personal property /p3:s(o)n(a)l
'‘propati/ noun property which belongs
to one person, excluding land and build-
ings, but including money, goods, securi-
ties, etc.

personal representative
/,p3is(d)n(a)l repri'zentativ/ noun 1.
a person who is the executor of a will or
the administrator of the estate of a de-
ceased person. Abbreviation pr 2. a per-
son appointed to deal with the estate of a
person who dies intestate

COMMENT: A personal representative

can be the executor of the estate, usu-

ally appointed by the deceased person
in the will, or an administrator who is
appointed to deal with the estate of a
deceased person who died intestate,
or who did not appoint an executor in
the will. The personal representative
holds the property on trust, pays any li-
abilities and expenses, and invests
money until such time as the estate is
distributed.

personalty /'p3:s(o)n(a)lti/ noun per-

sonal property or chattels as opposed to

land

personam » action

persona non grata /ps,souns non
‘gra:to/ noun a foreign person who is
not acceptable to a government (used
especially of diplomats)

personation /ps:so'nerf(o)n/ noun
the crime of fraudulently pretending to
be someone else

person injuries /'p3:s(e)n ,indzoriz/
noun injuries to a person caused by dis-
ease which impair that person’s mental
or physical condition
person-to-person call /,p3:s(o)n to
'‘p3:s(d)n kol/ noun a call where you
ask the operator to connect you with a
named person

per stirpes /pa: 'staipiiz/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘by branches’:
phrase used in wills where the entitle-
ment is divided among branches of a
family rather than among individuals
(which is ‘per capita’)

persuasive precedent /po,sweisiv
'presid(e)nt/, persuasive authority
/pa,sweisiv 2:'Oorati/ noun precedent
which a judge is not obliged to follow but
is of importance in reaching a judgment,
as opposed to a binding precedent

pertain /pa'temn/ verb o to pertain to
to refer to or to relate to o the law per-
taining to public order

perverse verdict /po,va:s 'vaidikt/
noun a verdict by a jury which goes
against what anyone would usually feel
to be the right decision, or which goes
against the direction of the judge

pervert /pa'vait/ verb to change or to
interfere o to attempt to pervert the
course of justice to try to influence the
outcome of a trial by tampering with the
evidence, bribing the jurors, etc.
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COMMENT: Perverting the course of
justice is a notifiable offence.
petition /pa'tif(o)n/ noun 1. a written
application to a court o to file a petition
in bankruptcy to ask officially to be
made bankrupt, to ask officially for
someone else to be made bankrupt 2. a
written request accompanied by a list of
signatures of people supporting it o They
presented a petition with a million signa-
tures to Parliament, asking for the law to
be repealed. m verb to make an official
request o He petitioned the government
for a special pension. o The marriage
had broken down and the wife petitioned
for divorce.
COMMENT: Petitions to the House of
Commons are written by hand, and
have a set form of words. After a peti-
tion is presented in the House of Com-
mons at the beginning of the day’s
business, it is said to ‘lie upon the ta-
ble’ and is placed in a bag behind the
Speaker’s Chair.
petitioner /pa'tif(o)na/ noun some-
body who puts forward a petition
petty /'peti/ adjective not important
petty cash / peti 'k [/ noun a small
amount of money kept in an office to
make small purchases
petty crime /,peti 'kraim/ noun small
crimes which are not very serious
petty jury / peti 'dzusri/ noun mainly
US an ordinary jury of twelve jurors
petty larceny /peti 'la:s(a)ni/ noun
minor thefts
petty-sessional division /peti
sef(@n(d) di'viz(e)n/, petty ses-
sions area /peti sef(o)nz 'eario/
noun an area of the country covered by a
magistrates’ courts committee for ad-
ministration purposes
COMMENT: England and Wales are di-
vided into 45 petty sessions areas.
petty sessions /,peti 'se[(o)nz/ plu-
ral noun magistrates’ court
petty theft / peti 'Oeft/ noun the theft
of small items or small amounts of mon-
ey
petty thief /peti '6i:f/ noun some-
body who steals small items or small
amounts of money (NOTE: The plural is
thieves.)

Photofit /'foutoufit/ a trademark for a
method of making a picture of a criminal
from descriptions given by witnesses, us-
ing pieces of photographs of different
types of faces o The police issued an
Photofit picture of the mugger.

picker /'pika/ noun a person in a team
of pickpockets who performs the act of
picking the victim’s pocket while the
others cause distractions (slang) Com-
pare runner

picket line /'pikit lain/ noun a line of
pickets at the gate of a factory

pickpocket /'pikpokit/ noun some-
body who steals things from people’s
pockets

pilfer /'pilfs/ verb to steal small objects
or small amounts of money

pilferage /'pilforids, 'pilforiy/, pil-
fering /'pilforig/ noun the offence of
stealing small amounts of money or
small items

pilferer /'pilfora/ noun somebody who
steals small objects or small amounts of
money

pimp /pimp/ noun a man who organises
prostitutes and lives off their earnings

pinch /pintf/ verb (informal) 1. to steal
2. to arrest

piracy /'pairasi/ noun 1. a robbery at
sea, by attacking ships 2. the activity of
copying patented inventions or copyright
works o laws to ban book piracy

pirate /'pairst/ noun 1. somebody who
attacks a ship at sea to steal cargo 2.
somebody who copies a patented inven-
tion or a copyright work and sells it o a
pirate copy of a book o pirate radio sta-
tion a radio station which broadcasts
without a licence from outside a coun-
try’s territorial waters m verb to copy a
copyright work o a pirated book or a pi-
rated design o The drawings for the new
dress collection were pirated in the Far
East.

pith and marrow /,pi6 on 'marou/
noun the doctrine that a patent can be ap-
plied to separate parts of an invention or
process as well as to a single invention it-
self

placement /'pleismant/ noun the ac-
tivity of finding work for someone
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place of performance / pleis ov po
'formons/ noun a place where a contract
is to be performed

place of work /,pleis av 'wa:k/ noun
an office, factory or other premises
where people work

placing /'pleisiy/ noun o the placing
of a line of shares finding a buyer for a
large number of shares in a new company
or a company which is going public
plagiarise /'pleidzoraiz/, plagiarize
verb to copy the text of a work created by
someone else and pass it off as your own
plagiarism /'pleidzoriz(o)m/ noun
the activity of copying the text of a work
created by someone else and passing it
off as your own

plainclothes /'plemnkloudz/ adjective
(of a police officer) working in ordinary
clothes, not in uniform o A group of
plainclothes police went into the house.
o A plainclothes detective travelled on
the train.

plaint /'pleint/ noun a claim brought
by one party (the claimant) against an-
other party (the defendant)

plaintiff /'plemtif/ noun somebody
who starts an action against someone in
the civil courts. Compare defendant
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has been replaced by claimant.)
plaint note /'pleint nout/ noun a note
issued by a County Court at the begin-
ning of a County Court action

planned economy /plend 1
'konami/ noun a system where the gov-
ernment plans all business activity
planning authority /'plenipy o:
Oprati/ noun a local body which gives
permission for changes to be made to ex-
isting buildings or for new use of land
planning department /'pleniy di
,paitmont/ noun a section of a local
government office which deals with re-
quests for planning permission
planning inquiry /'pleniy m
kwarri/ noun a hearing before a govern-
ment inspector relating to the decision of
a local authority in planning matters
planning permission /'planiy ps
.mif(a)n/ noun an official document al-
lowing a person or company to plan new

buildings on empty land or to alter exist-
ing buildings o outline planning per-
mission general permission to build a
property on a piece of land, but not the fi-
nal approval because there are no details
given o he was refused planning permis-
sion o we are waiting for planning per-
mission before we can start building o
the land is to be sold with outline plan-
ning permission for four houses

plant /pla:nt/ verb o to plant evidence
to put items at the scene of a crime after
the crime has taken place, so that a per-
son is incriminated and can be arrested

plastic bullet/ plestik 'bulit/ nouna
thick bullet made of plastic fired from a
special gun, used by the police only in
self-defence. Also called baton round
plea /pliz/ noun 1. in civil law, an an-
swer made by a defendant to the case
presented by the claimant 2. in criminal
law, a statement made by a person ac-
cused in court in answer to the charge o
to enter a plea of not guilty to answer
the charge by stating that you are not
guilty

plea bargaining /'pli: ,ba:giniy/
noun an arrangement where the accused
pleads guilty to some charges and the
prosecution drops other charges. o dila-
tory

plead /pli:d/ verb 1. to make an allega-
tion in legal proceedings o If fraud is to
be pleaded as part of a claim, details of
it must be given in the particulars of
claim. 2. to answer a charge in a criminal
court o fit to plead mentally capable of
being tried o to plead guilty to say at the
beginning of a trial that you did commit
the crime of which you are accused o to
plead not guilty to say at the beginning
of a trial that you did not commit the
crime of which you are accused 3. to
speak on behalf of a client in court
pleader /'pli:de/ noun somebody who
pleads a case in court o The pleader of
the defence must deal with each allega-
tion made in the particulars of claim.
pleading /'pli:diy/ noun the action of
speaking in court on someone’s behalf
pleadings /'pli:diyz/ plural noun doc-
uments setting out the claim of the claim-
ant or the defence of the defendant, or
giving the arguments which the two sides



poison-pen letter

will use in proceedings o The damage is
itemised in the pleading. o The judge
found that the claimant’s pleadings dis-
closed no cause of action. o Pleadings
must be submitted to the court when the
action is set down for trial. (NOTE: Since
the introduction of the new Civil Proce-
dure Rules in April 1999, this term has
been replaced by statements of case.)
plea in mitigation /pli: i miti
'ge1f(9)n/ noun a statement in court on
behalf of a guilty party to persuade the
court to impose a lenient sentence
pleasure /'ple3zs/ » Her Majesty’s
pleasure

pledge /pleds/ noun 1. the transfer of
objects or documents to someone as se-
curity for a loan 2. an object given by
someone such as a pawnbroker as securi-
ty for a loan o to redeem a pledge to pay
back a loan and interest and so get back
the security m verb o to pledge share
certificates to deposit share certificates
with the lender as security for money
borrowed

pledgee /pled3'i:/ noun somebody
who receives objects or documents as se-
curity for money lent

pledger /'pledzs/ noun somebody
who gives objects or documents as secu-
rity for money borrowed

plenary /'plirnori/ adjective full or
complete

plenipotentiary /plenipa'tenfoari/
noun an official person acting on behalf
of a government in international affairs
PLP abbreviation Parliamentary Labour
Party

pluralism /'pluoraliz(e)m/ noun a
system allowing different political or re-
ligious groups to exist in the same socie-
ty

pluralist state /pluoralist 'stert/
noun a state where various political pres-
sure groups can exist and exert influence
over the government

PM abbreviation Prime Minister

p.m. / pi:'em/, post meridiem phrase
a Latin phrase meaning ‘after 12 o’clock
midday’ o The train leaves at 6.50 p.m. o
If you phone New York after 6 p.m. the
calls are at a cheaper rate.

PO abbreviation post office

poaching /'paut f11/ noun1. the crime
of killing game which belongs to another
person or trespassing on someone’s land
to kill game 2. the activity of persuading
employees to work for another company,
or to leave one trade union and join an-
other

pocket veto / pokit 'virtouv/ noun US
a veto by the President of a bill after
Congress has adjourned
COMMENT: Normally the President has
ten days to object to a bill which has
been passed to him by Congress; if
Congress adjourns during that period,
the President’s veto kills the bill.
point /point/ noun a question relating
to a matter o to take a point to agree that
the point made by another speaker is cor-
rect o point taken, I take your point I
agree that what you say is valid o in
point of fact really or actually
COMMENT: When raising a point of or-
der, a member will say: ‘on a point of
order, Mr. Chairman’, and the Chair-
man should stop the discussion to
hear what the person raising the point
wishes to say.
point duty /'pomnt ,dju:ti/ noun the
work of a policeman or traffic warden to
direct the traffic at crossroads
point of fact /,point ov 'feekt/ noun a
question which has to be decided regard-
ing the facts of a case
point of law /,point ov 'lo:/ noun a
question relating to the law as applied to
a case o Counsel raised a point of law. o
The case illustrates an interesting point
of legal principle.
point of order /,point ov 'o:do/ noun
a question relating to the way in which a
meeting is being conducted o He raised
a point of order. o On a point of order, Mr
Chairman, can this committee approve
its own accounts? o The meeting was ad-

Jjourned on a point of order.

poison /'poiz(a)n/ noun a substance
which can kill if eaten or drunk o She
killed the old lady by putting poison in
her tea. m verb to kill someone, or make
them very ill, using poison o He was not
shot, he was poisoned.

poison-pen letter /poiz(e)n pen
'leta/ noun an anonymous letter contain-
ing defamatory allegations about some-
one
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police /pa'lizs/ noun a group of people
who keep law and order in a country or
town o The police have cordoned off the
town centre. o The government is relying
on the police to keep law and order dur-
ing the elections. o The bank robbers
were picked up by the police at the rail-
way station.
COMMENT: Under English law, a po-
liceman is primarily an ordinary citizen
who has certain powers at common
law and by statute. The police are or-
ganized by area, each area function-
ing independently with its own police
force. London, and the area round
London, is policed by the Metropolitan
Police Force under the direct supervi-
sion of the Home Secretary. Outside
London, each police force is answera-
ble to a local police authority, although
day-to-day control of operations is
vested entirely in the Chief Constable.
police authority /po lizs o:'Ooriti/
noun a local committee which supervis-
es a local police force
police bail /ps lizs 'beil/ noun bail
granted by the police from police custo-
dy
Police Commissioner /po lirs ko
'mif(e)na/ noun the highest rank in
some police forces
Police Community Support Of-
ficer /polizs komjuiniti so'po:t
,pf1s9/ noun a person whose job is to pa-
trol the streets, especially in cities, pro-
viding assistance to the public, dealing
with incidents of nuisance and anti-so-
cial behaviour which don’t require full
police powers, and issuing some fixed
penalty notices to offenders. Abbrevia-
tion PCSO. Also called community
support officer
Police Complaints Board /po li:s
kom'pleints ,bo:d/ noun a group which
investigates complaints made by mem-
bers of the public against the police
Police Complaints Committee
/pa lits kom'pleints ko miti/ noun a
group of people who investigate com-
plaints made by members of the public
against the police
police constable /pa'lis
kanstab(a)l/ noun an ordinary member
of the police o Police Constables Smith
and Jones are on patrol. o Woman Police
Constable Maclntosh was at the scene of

the accident. (NOTE: usually abbreviated
to PC and WPC)

police cordon /polirs 'ko:d(e)n/
noun aline of barriers and police officers
put round an area to prevent anyone
moving in or out of the area

police court /pa'lizs ko:t/ noun a
magistrates’ court
police force /po'lizs fors/ noun a
group of policemen organised in a cer-
tain area o The members of several local
police forces have collaborated in the
murder hunt. o The London police force
is looking for more recruits. » detective,
Metropolitan Police
COMMENT: The ranks in a British police
force are: Police Constable, Police
Sergeant, Inspector, Chief Inspec-
tor, Superintendent, Chief Superin-
tendent, Assistant Chief Constable,
Deputy Chief Constable and Chief
Constable.
police headquarters /po li:zs hed
'kwo:taz/ noun the main offices of a po-
lice force
police inspector /po,li:s in'spekto/
noun a rank in the police force above a
sergeant

policeman /pa'lizsmon/ noun a man
who is a member of the police (NOTE:
The plural is policemen.)

police officer /pa'li:s ,ofisa/ noun a
member of the police

police precinct /po li:s 'prizsig(k)t/
noun US a section of a town with its own
police station

police protection /polits pro
'tekJon/ noun the services of the police
to protect someone who might be
harmed o The minister was given police
protection.

police sergeant /po lits 'sa:dzent/
noun a rank in the police force above
constable and below inspector

police station /po'lizs | sterf(o)n/
noun a local office of a police force
police superintendent /poli:s
,suiparin'tendant/ noun a high rank in
a police force, above Chief Inspector and
below Chief Superintendent
policewoman /pa'lizswoman/ nouna
female member of a police force (NOTE:
The plural is policewomen.)
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policing /pa'lizsiy/ noun the activity
of keeping law and order in a place, us-
ing the police force

policy holder /'polisi ,houlda/ noun
somebody who is insured by an insur-
ance company

political crime /ps,litik(a)l 'kraim/
noun a crime such as an assassination
committed for a political reason

political prisoner /po litik(o)l
'priz(9)na/ noun a person kept in prison
because he or she is an opponent of the
political party in power

poll /paul/ noun o she changed her
name by deed poll she executed a legal
document to change her name m verbo to
poll a sample of the population to ask a
sample group of people what they feel
about something o to poll the members
of the club on an issue to ask the mem-
bers for their opinion on an issue

poll tax /'paul taeks/ noun a tax levied
equally on each adult member of the
population. » community charge

pollutant /pa'lu:t(e)nt/ noun a sub-
stance or agent which pollutes o Dis-
charge pipes take pollutants away from
the coastal area into the sea.

pollute /pa'lu:t/ verb to discharge
harmful substances into the environment
naturally, accidentally or deliberately

polluter /pa'lu:ta/ noun a person or
company which causes pollution o Cer-
tain industries are major polluters of the
environment.

polluter pays principle /po,lu:to
'peiz ,prinsap(d)l/ noun the principle
that if pollution occurs, the person or
company responsible should be required
to pay for the consequences of the pollu-
tion and for avoiding it in future

pollution /pa'lu:f(a)n/ noun the pres-
ence of harmful substances in the envi-
ronment, especially when produced by
human activity

COMMENT: Pollution is caused by nat-
ural sources or by human action. It can
be caused by a volcanic eruption or by
a nuclear power station. Pollutants are
not only chemical substances, but can
be a noise from a grinding works or an
unpleasant smell from a sewage farm.

pollution charges /po'lu:f(o)n
tfa:dz1z/ plural noun cost of repairing
or stopping environmental pollution
pollution control /pa'lu:f(o)n kon
.travl/ noun a means of limiting pollu-
tion

polygamous /pa'ligemas/ adjective
referring to polygamy o a polygamous
society a society where men are allowed
to be married to more than one wife at
the same time

polygamy /pa'ligomi/ noun the state
of having more than one wife. Compare
bigamy, monogamy

polygraph /'poligra:f/ noun a ma-
chine which tells if a person is lying by
recording physiological changes which
take place while the person is being in-
terviewed. Also called lie detector
popular vote /,popjuls 'vout/ nouna
vote of the people

pornography /po:'nografi/ noun ob-
scene publications or films

porridge /'porids/ noun imprison-
ment (slang) o to do porridge to serve a
term of imprisonment

portion /'po:f(a)n/ noun money or
property given to a young person to pro-
vide money for them as income

port of registry /,po:t ov 'redzistri/
noun the port where a ship is registered
position /pa'zif(a)n/ noun a job or
role in an organisation o to apply for a
position as manager o We have several
positions vacant. o All the vacant posi-
tions have been filled. o She retired from
her position in the accounts department.
position of trust /po,zif(o)n ov
'trast/ noun a job where an employee is
trusted by his or her employer to look af-
ter money, confidential information, etc.
positive discrimination /pozitiv
diskrimi'neif(a)n/ noun discrimination
in favour of one category of workers,
such as women, to enable them to be
more equal o The council’s policy of pos-
itive discrimination has ensured that
more women are appointed to senior
posts.

positive vetting /pozitiv 'vetiy/
noun a thorough examination of a person
before that person is allowed to work
with classified information
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possess /pa'zes/ verb to own or to be
in occupation of or to be in control of o
The company possesses property in the
centre of the town. o He lost all he pos-
sessed when his company was put into
liquidation.

possession /po'zef(o)n/ noun 1.
control over property 2. physically hold-
ing something which does not necessari-
ly belong to you o the documents are in
his possession he is holding the docu-
ments o how did it come into his pos-
session, how did he get possession of
it? how did he acquire it? o unlawful
possession of drugs offence of having
drugs

possession in law /po,zef(o)n m
'Io1/ noun ownership of land or buildings
without actually occupying them
possessive  action /po,zesiv
‘eek[on/ noun an action to regain posses-
sion of land or buildings

possessory /pa'zesari/ adjective re-
ferring to possession of property
possessory title /po,zesori 'tart(o)l/
noun a title to land acquired by occupy-
ing it continuously, usually for twelve
years

post /paust/ verb to pay a bond or bail
for someone

post- /paust/ prefix later

post code /'poust koud/ noun the let-
ters and numbers that are used to indicate
a town or street in an address on an enve-
lope

posteriori» a posteriori

posthumous /'postjomas/ adjective
1. happening after someone’s death o
posthumous publication of her book 2.
born after the death of a father o a post-
humous child

post mortem / poust 'moitom/ noun
an examination of the body of a dead per-
son to see how he or she died o The post
mortem was carried out or was conduct-
ed by the police pathologist.

post obit bond /,poust 'oubit ,bond/
noun an agreement where a borrower
will repay a loan when he or she receives
money as a legacy from someone

post scriptum /poust 'skriptom/
noun full form of P.S.

power /'pauva/ noun 1. strength, ability
or capacity 2. authority or legal right o
the powers of a local authority in rela-
tion to children in care o the powers and
duties conferred on the tribunal by the
statutory code o The president was
granted wide powers under the constitu-
tion. o the full power of the law the full
force of the law when applied o We will
apply the full power of the law to regain
possession of our property. 3. a powerful
country or state o one of the important
military powers in the region

power of advancement /pavo ov
ad'varnsmont/ noun the power of a
trustee to advance funds from a trust to a
beneficiary

power of appointment / pavor ov o
'poimntmant/ noun a power given to one
person such as a trustee to dispose of
property belonging to another

power of attorney /pavor ov o
't3mi/ noun an official power giving
someone the right to act on someone
else’s behalf in legal matters o His solic-
itor was granted power of attorney.

power of search /pavor ov 'sa:tf/
noun the authority to search premises,
which is given to the police and some
other officials such as Customs and Ex-
cise officers

power politics /pavo 'politiks/
noun the threat to use economic or mili-
tary force by one country to try to get
other countries to do what it wants

P-p- verb o to p.p. a receipt, a letter to
sign a receipt or a letter on behalf of
someone o The secretary p.p.’d the letter
while the manager was at lunch. v per
procurationem

PR abbreviation public relations

practice /'praktis/ noun 1. a way of
doing things o His practice was to arrive
at work at 7.30 and start counting the
cash. 2. a way of working in court 3. the
business premises and clients of a pro-
fessional person o She has set up in prac-
tice as a solicitor or a patent agent. o He
is a partner in a country solicitor’s prac-
tice. 4. the carrying on of a profession o
He has been in practice for twenty years.

practice directions /praktis dar
'rekfonz/ plural noun notes made by
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judges as to how specific procedures or
formalities should be carried out. Abbre-
viation PDs

practice form /'praktis form/ nouna
form which lays out practice in a specific
case

Practice Master / prektis 'ma:sto/
noun the Master on duty in the High
Court, who will hear solicitors without
appointment and give directions in rela-
tion to the general conduct of proceed-
ings

practise /'praktis/ verb to work in a
profession, especially law or medicine o
He is a practising solicitor.

practising certificate /praktisip
so'tifikat/ noun a certificate from the
Law Society allowing someone to work
as a solicitor

praecipe /'pri:sipi/ noun a written re-
quest addressed to a court, asking that
court to prepare and issue a document
such as a writ of execution or a witness
summons

pray /prel/ verb to ask o to pray in aid
to rely on something when pleading a
case o I pray in aid the Statute of Frauds.
prayer /prea/ noun words at the end of
a petition or pleading, which summarise
what the litigant is asking the court to do
pre-action /pri: 'ek fon/ adjective be-
fore an action starts

pre-action practice /pri: ,&kfon
'praektis/ noun the way of working be-
fore a case comes to court

pre-action protocol /pri: ,zkJon
'prouvtakol/ noun a set of statements
which are agreed before the hearings
start between lawyers representing dif-
ferent parties about how a case should
proceed, which are then approved by the
court in the practice direction. These pro-
tocols should try to encourage the parties
to try to settle without proceeding to liti-
gation.

preamble /pri'@mb(a)l/ noun the first
words in an official document such as a
contract, introducing the document and
setting out the main points in it
precatory /'prekoat(a)ri/ adjective re-
questing

precatory words /prekst(o)ri
'w3:idz/ noun in a document such as a

will, words which ask for something to
be done

precedent /'presid(a)nt/ noun some-
thing such as a judgment which has hap-
pened earlier than the present, and which
can be a guide to what should be done in
the present case o to set a precedent to
make a decision in court which will show
other courts how to act in future o to fol-
low a precedent to decide in the same
way as an earlier decision in the same
type of case o The court followed the
precedent set in 1926.
COMMENT: Although English law is in-
creasingly governed by statute, the
doctrine of precedent still plays a ma-
jor role. The decisions of higher courts
bind lower courts, except in the case of
the Court of Appeal, where the court
has power to change a previous deci-
sion reached per incuriam. Cases can
be distinguished by the courts where
the facts seem to be sufficiently differ-
ent.
precept /'priisept/ noun an order ask-
ing for local taxes to be paid
precepting body / pri:septip 'bodi/
noun an organisation which levies a pre-
cept
preclude /pri'klu:d/ verb to forbid or
to prevent o The High Court is precluded
by statute from reviewing such a deci-
sion. o This agreement does not preclude
a further agreement between the parties
in the future.

predecease /,pri:di'siis/ verb to die
before someone o He predeceased his fa-
ther. o His estate is left to his daughter,
but should she predecease him, it will be
held in trust for her children.

predecessor /'pri:disesa/ noun
somebody who had a job or position be-
fore someone else o He took over from
his predecessor last May. o She acquired
her predecessor’s list of clients.

pre-emption /pri: 'empjfon/ noun
the right of first refusal to purchase
something before it is sold to someone
else

pre-emption clause /pri: 'empfon
klo:z/ noun a clause in a private compa-
ny’s articles of association which re-
quires any shares offered for sale to be
offered first to existing shareholders
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prefer /pri'fa:/ verb 1. to pay one cred-
itor before any others 2. to bring some-
thing before a court o to prefer charges
to charge someone with an offence

preference /'pref(o)rons/ noun 1.
something which is preferred 2. the pay-
ment of one creditor before other credi-
tors

preferential /,prefoa'renfol/ adjective
showing that something is preferred
more than another
COMMENT: In the case of a company
liquidation, preferential debts are
debts owed to the government or its
agencies and include PAYE owed to
the Inland Revenue, VAT, social secu-
rity contributions, contributions to state
pensions schemes.
preferential creditor
/,prefaren[(a)l 'kredits/ noun a credi-
tor who must be paid first if a company is
in liquidation
preferential debt /,prefo'ren ol det/
noun a debt which is paid before all oth-
ers

preferential duty /preforenf(o)l
'djuzti/ noun a special low rate of tax

preferential payment / preforen ol
'‘permant/ noun payment made to one
creditor before others

preferential terms /prefo'renf(o)l
tsmms/ plural noun terms or way of deal-
ing which is better than usual

preferment of charges /pri
[f3mrmont ov 'tfa:d31z/ noun the act of
charging someone with a criminal of-
fence

preferred creditor  /pri,fa:d
'kredito/ noun a creditor who must be
paid first if a company is in liquidation
preferred shares /prifs:d 'feoz/
plural noun shares which receive their
dividend before all other shares, and
which are repaid first (at face value) if
the company is in liquidation
prejudge /pri:'d3ad3/ verb to judge
an issue before having heard the evi-
dence o Do not prejudge the issue — hear
what defence counsel has to say.
prejudice /'predzudis/ noun1. an un-
reasonable view of someone or some-
thing based on feelings or opinions rath-
er than facts 2. harm done to someone o

Forgery is the copying of a real docu-
ment, so that it is accepted as genuine to
someone’s prejudice. o without preju-
dice phrase spoken or written in letters
when attempting to negotiate a settle-
ment, meaning that the negotiations can-
not be referred to in court or relied upon
by the other party if the discussions fail o
to act to the prejudice of a claim to do
something which may harm a claim m
verb to harm o to prejudice someone’s
claim

preliminary /pri'limin(o)ri/ adjective
happening before other things as an in-
troduction or in preparation

preliminary  discussion /pr1
Jrmin(a)ri di'ska[(9)n/ noun a discus-
sion or meeting which takes place before
the main discussion or meeting starts

preliminary hearing /pri limin(a)ri
‘hrory/ noun 1. court proceedings
where the witnesses and the defendant
are examined to see if there are sufficient
grounds for the case to proceed 2. in the
small claims track, a hearing to decide if
special directions should be issued, or if
the statement of case should be struck
out 3. court proceedings to try a specific
issue rather than the whole case

preliminary inquiries /pr1
Jrmin(o)ri m'kwaroriz/ plural noun in-
vestigation by the solicitor for the pur-
chaser addressed to the vendor’s solicitor
concerning the vendor’s title to the prop-
erty for which the purchaser has made an
offer

preliminary investigation /pr1
Jmmin(o)ri m,vestr'gerf(a)n/ noun an
examination of the details of a case by a
magistrate who then has to decide if the
case should be committed to a higher
court for trial

preliminary reference /pr1
Jimin(o)ri 'ref(o)rons/ noun a refer-
ence from a court in a Member State of
the European Union to the European
Court of Justice on a question of inter-
pretation of EU law, the aim being to en-
sure that the laws are interpreted uni-
formly throughout the EU, and that all
national courts are familiar with it. The
EC]J has used preliminary references as a
means of extending the scope of EU law.
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preliminary ruling /prilimin(a)ri
'ruilin/ noun a provisional decision of
the European Court of Justice

premeditated /pri:'meditertid/ ad-
jective having been thought about care-
fully or which has been planned o a pre-
meditated murder o The crime was pre-
meditated.

premeditation /pri:medi'terf(o)n/
noun the activity of thinking about and
planning a crime such as murder

premises /'premisiz/ plural noun 1.
building and the land it stands on o office
premises, shop premises building
which houses an office or shop o lock-up
premises shop which is locked up at
night when the owner goes home o on
the premises in the building o There is a
doctor on the premises at all times. 2.
things that have been referred to previ-
ously (NOTE: used at the end of a plead-
ing: In the premises the defendant de-
nies that he is indebted to the claimant
as alleged or at all.)

premium /'prizmiom/ noun 1. a sum
of money paid by one person to another,
especially one paid regularly 2. the
amount to be paid to a landlord or a ten-
ant for the right to take over a lease o flat
to let with a premium of £10,000 o annu-
al rent: £8,500 — premium: £25,000 3. an
extra charge

prerogative /pri'rogoativ/ noun a spe-
cial right which someone has

prerogative of mercy /pri,rogotiv
v 'matsi/ noun the power (used by the
Home Secretary) to commute or remit a
sentence

prerogative order /prirogotiv
"2:da/ noun a writ from the High Court,
which requests a body to do its duty, or
not to do some act, or to conduct an in-
quiry into its own actions

prerogative powers /pri,rogotiv
'pavas/ plural noun special powers used
by a government, acting in the name of
the King or Queen, to do something such
as declare war, nominate judges or min-
isters without needing to ask Parliament
to approve the decision

prescribe /pri'skraib/ verb1. to claim
rights which have been enjoyed for a
long time 2. to lay down rules

prescribed limits /pri skraibd
'limits/ plural noun limits which are set
down in legislation, e.g. the limit on the
amount of alcohol a driver is allowed to
drink and still drive

prescription /pri'skripfon/ noun the
act of acquiring a right or exercising a
right over a period of time

present /'prez(o)nt/ noun o these
presents this document itself o know all
men by these presents be informed by
this document m verb to bring or send
and show a document o to present a bill
for acceptance to send a bill for pay-
ment by the person who has accepted it o
to present a bill for payment to send a
bill to be paid

presentation  /prez(o)n'terf(o)n/
noun the process or an act of offering or
showing information for other people to
consider or make a decision about o The
presentation of the case took several
days. o on presentation of by showing o
Admission only on presentation of this
pass.

presentment /pri'zentmont/ noun
the act of showing a document o present-
ment of a bill of exchange

preservation order /,prezo
'verf(o)n ,0:do/ noun a court order
which prevents a building from being de-
molished or a tree from being cut down

preside /pri'zaid/ verb to be chairman
o to preside over a meeting o The meet-
ing was held in the committee room, Mr
Smith presiding.

presidential-style /prezi'denfol
sta1l/ adjective working in a similar way
to the United States presidency o presi-
dential-style government governing in
the same way as a President of the USA,
who is not a member of the elected legis-
lature o presidential-style campaign
election campaign which concentrates
on the person of the leader of the party,
and not on the party’s policies o The
Prime Minister was accused of running a
presidential-style election campaign.

President of the Family Division
/,prezidant ov 89 'fem(ao)li di, viz(a)n/
noun a judge who is responsible for the
work of the Family Division of the High
Court
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presiding judge /pri,zaidiy 'dzadz/
noun a High Court judge who is respon-
sible for a main Crown Court in a circuit

press /pres/ verb o to press charges
against someone to say formally that
someone has committed a crime o He
was very angry when his neighbour’s son
set fire to his car, but decided not to press
charges.

Press Complaints Commission
/,pres kom'pleints ko,mif(a)n/ noun a
voluntary body concerned with the self-
regulation of the press

press conference /'pres
konf(a)rans/ noun a meeting where re-
porters from newspapers and TV are in-
vited to ask a minister questions, to hear
the result of a court case, etc. (NOTE: In
some political parties (such as the Brit-
ish Labour Party), the word Confer-
ence is used without the to indicate
that it is not simply a meeting, but a de-
cision-making body: Decisions of Con-
ference are binding on the Executive;
Conference passed a motion in support
of trade unions.)

press coverage /'pres kav(o)ridz/
noun reports about something in the
newspapers, on TV, etc. o The company
had good media coverage for the launch
of its new model.

press release /'pres r1lits/ noun a
sheet giving news about something
which is sent to newspapers and TV and
radio stations so that they can use the in-
formation

press secretary /'pres ,sekrot(o)ri/
noun the person responsible for contacts
with journalists o The information was
communicated by the President’s Press
Secretary.

pressure group /'prefs gruip/ noun
a group of people with similar interests,
who try to influence government policies

pressure politics /pre[s 'politiks/
noun an attempt to change a govern-
ment’s policies by political pressure

presume /pri'zjurm/ verb to suppose
something is correct o The court pre-
sumes the maintenance payments are be-
ing paid on time. o The company is pre-
sumed to be still solvent. o We presume

the shipment has been stolen. o Two sail-
ors are missing, presumed drowned.
COMMENT: In English law, the accused
is presumed to be innocent until he is
proved to be guilty, and presumed to
be sane until he is proved to be insane.
presumption /pri'zampfon/ noun
something which is assumed to be cor-
rect, because it is based on other facts
presumption of death /pr1
zampfon av 'de®/ noun a situation
where a person has not been seen for sev-
en years and is presumed to be legally
dead

presumption of innocence /pri
zampJfan av 'mas(a)ns/ noun the act
of assuming that someone is innocent,
until they have been proved guilty
presumptive evidence /pr1
zampt1v 'evid(a)ns/ noun circumstan-
tial evidence

pretrial /pri:'trarol/ adjective before a
trial starts

pretrial detention /pri:traial di
'tenfon/ noun US the situation of being
kept in prison until your trial starts
(NOTE: The British equivalent is re-
manded in custody.)

pretrial release /pri: trarol ri'lizs/
noun US the release of an accused per-
son pending his or her return to court to
face trial (NOTE: The British equivalent
is bail.)

pretrial review /pri: tramol ri'vjuy/
noun US a meeting of the parties before
a civil action to examine what is likely to
arise during the action, so that ways can
be found of making it shorter and so re-
duce costs

prevail /pri'veil/ verb o to prevail
upon someone to do something to per-
suade someone to do something o Coun-
sel prevailed upon the judge to grant an
adjournment.

prevaricate /pri'vaerikert/ verb not to
give a clear and straightforward answer
to a question

prevention /pri'venfan/ noun the act
of stopping something from taking place
o the prevention of terrorism stopping
terrorist acts taking place

prevention of corruption /pri
,venJan av ka'rapfon/ noun US activi-
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ty undertaken to stop corruption taking
place
preventive /pri'ventiv/ adjective try-
ing to stop something happening o to
take preventive measures against theft
to try to stop things from being stolen
COMMENT: Now replaced by extended
sentence.
preventive detention /pri,ventiv
di'tenfon/ noun US formerly, the im-
prisonment of someone who frequently
committed a specific crime, so as to pre-
vent them from doing it again
previous /'priivias/ noun a previous
conviction or convictions for criminal of-
fences
price controls /'prais ken,traulz/
plural noun legal measures to prevent
prices rising too fast
price/earnings ratio / prais 'smipz
reifiou/ noun the ratio between the
market price of a share and the current
earnings it produces
price ex warehouse /prais eks
'‘weahaus/ noun the price for a product
which is to be collected from the factory
or from an agent’s warehouse and so
does not include delivery
price ex works /prais eks 'waks/
noun the price not including transport
from the maker’s factory
price fixing /'prais ,fiksig/ noun an
illegal agreement between companies to
charge the same price for competing
products
pricing /'praisiy/ noun the activity of
giving a price to a product
pricing policy /'praisiy ,polisi/ noun
a company’s policy in setting prices for
its products
primacy /'praimasi/ noun supremacy,
one of the twin pillars of EU law. » su-
premacy
prima facie /,praimo 'feii/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘on the face of it’
or ‘as things seem at first’ o there is a
prima facie case to answer one side in a
case has shown that there is a case to an-
swer, and so the action should be pro-
ceeded with
primarily /'praim(a)rili/ adverb in the
first place o He is primarily liable for his
debts. » secondarily

primary  evidence /praimori
‘evid(a)ns/ noun the most reliable type
of evidence, e.g. original documents, or
evidence from eye witnesses

primary legislation /praimori
Jledzr1'slerf(a)n/ noun legislation of the
Member States of the European Union,
as opposed to legislation of the EU itself

prime /praim/ adjective 1. mostimpor-
tant 2. basic

prime bills /,praim 'bilz/ plural noun
bills of exchange which do not involve
any risk

prime rate /'praim reit/ noun the best
rate of interest at which a bank lends to
its customers

prime time /'praim taim/ noun the
most expensive advertising time for TV
advertisements

primogeniture /praimou'dzenit [o/
noun a former rule that the oldest son in-
herits all his father’s estate

primus inter pares /,praimos n'ts:
peas/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘first among equals’: used to refer to the
office of Prime Minister, implying that
all ministers are equal, and the PM is
simply the most important of them

principal /'prinsip(a)l/ noun a person
who is responsible for something, espe-
cially person who is in charge of a com-
pany or a person who commits a crime

principle /'prinsip(o)l/ noun a general
point or rule that is used as the basis of
the way something is done o in principle
in agreement with a general rule o it is
against his principles it goes against
what he believes to be the correct way to
act. Compare principal

printed matter /printid meto/
noun books, newspapers, advertising
material, etc.

prior /'praro/ adjective earlier o with-
out prior knowledge without knowing
before

prior agreement /,praio o'grizmant/
noun an agreement which was reached
earlier

prior charge /,praio 'tfa:dz/ noun a
charge which ranks before others

priori» a priori
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prison /'priz(a)n/ noun 1. a safe build-
ing where criminals can be kept locked
up after they have been convicted or
while they await trial o The government
has ordered the construction of six new
prisons. o This prison was built 150
years ago. 2. a place where prisoners are
kept as a punishment o She was sent to
prison for six years. o They have spent
the last six months in prison. o He es-
caped from prison by climbing over the
wall. (NOTE: no plural for sense 2, which
is also usually written without the arti-
cle: in prison; out of prison; sent to pris-
on.)

prison chaplain /,priz(o)n 't feeplin/
noun a priest or minister who works in a
prison

prisoner /'priz(a)na/ noun somebody
who is in prison

prisoner at the bar / priz(o)ns ot 8o
'ba:/ noun a prisoner who is being tried
in court

prisoner of war / priz(o)ns ov 'woi/
noun a member of the armed forces cap-
tured and put in prison by the enemy in
time of war

prisoner on remand /,priz(o)no on
r1'ma:nd/ noun a prisoner who has been
told to reappear in court at a later date
prison governor /'priz(a)n
,gAvV(9)nd/ noun the person in charge of
a prison

prison officer /'priz(o)n ,nf1sa/ noun
a member of staff in a prison

prison visitor /priz(o)n 'vizito/
noun » visitor

privacy /'privasi/ noun a private life
private /'praivst/ adjective belonging
to a single person, not a company or the
state

Private Bill /'praivat bil/ noun a Bill
or Act relating to a particular person,
corporation or institution

private business /,praivot 'biznis/
noun a business dealing with the mem-
bers of a group or matters which cannot
be discussed in public o The committee
held a special meeting to discuss some
private business.

private carrier /praivot 'kerio/
noun a firm which carries goods or pas-

sengers, but which is not contractually
bound to offer the service to anyone
private client /praivot 'klaront/
noun a client dealt with by a professional
person or by a salesperson as an individ-
ual person, not as a company

private detective /praivot di
'tekt1v/ nouna person who for a fee will
try to find missing people, keep watch on
someone, or find out information
private effects / prarvat 1'fekts/ plu-
ral noun goods which belong to someone
and are used by him

private eye /,praivat 'a1/ noun some-
body who for a fee will try to solve mys-
teries, to find missing persons or to keep
watch on someone (informal)

private law /'praivat Io:/ noun a law
such as the law of contract relating to re-
lations between individual people
private letter /,praivot 'leto/ noun a
letter which deals with personal matters
Private Member’s Bill /praivot
'memboaz ,bil/ noun a Bill which is
drafted and proposed as legislation in the
House of Commons by an ordinary
Member of Parliament, not by a govern-
ment minister on behalf of the govern-
ment

private nuisance /,prarvat
'njuis(e)ns/ noun a tort, a nuisance
which causes harm or damage to a partic-
ular person or their rights

private ownership  /praivot
'aunaf1p/ noun a situation where a com-
pany is owned by private shareholders
private property /,praivot 'propati/
noun property which belongs to a private
person, not to the public

private  prosecution /prarvot
Jprost'kju:f(a)n/ noun a prosecution
for a criminal act, brought by an ordinary
member of the public and not by the po-
lice

privatise /'praivotaiz/, privatize verb
to sell a nationalised industry to private
shareholders

privilege /'privilid3/ noun 1. protec-
tion from the law given in some circum-
stances. ) Crown privilege, profes-
sional privilege 2. the right of a party
not to disclose a document, or to refuse
to answer questions, on the ground of
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some special interest 3. US the order of
priority o motion of the highest privi-
lege motion which will be discussed
first, before all other motions
privileged /'privilid3d/ adjective pro-
tected by privilege

privileged communication
/,privilid3d ko,mjuini'kerf(a)n/ noun
a letter which could be libellous, but
which is protected by privilege, e.g. a let-
ter from a client to his lawyer

privileged meeting /privilidzd
'miztin/ noun a meeting where what is
said will not be repeated outside

privileged questions / privilidzd
'kwest[(a)ns/ plural noun US order of
priority of motions to be discussed

privileged will /'privilidzd wil/ noun
a will which is not made in writing and is
not signed or witnessed, e.g. a will made
by a soldier on the battlefield or a seaman
while at sea
COMMENT: Privileged wills are not like
ordinary wills, in that they may be oral,
or if written, need not be signed or wit-
nessed. ltis sufficient that the intention
of the testator was made clear at the
time.
privity of contract /priviti ov
'kontraekt/ noun a relationship between
the parties to a contract, which makes the
contract enforceable as between them

Privy Council / privi 'kaunsal/ noun
a body of senior advisers who advise the
Queen on specific matters
COMMENT: The Privy Council is mainly
formed of members of the cabinet, and
former members of the cabinet. It nev-
er meets as a group, but three Privy
Councillors need to be present when
the Queen signs Orders in Council.
Privy Councillor / privi 'kaunsalo/
noun a member of the Privy Council

prize court /'praiz ko:t/ noun a court
set up to rule on the ownership of prizes

pro /prau/ preposition for or on behalf
0

probable cause /probab(s)l 'ko:z/
noun US the fact of believing that it is
likely that a crime has been committed
and by an identified person, which is a
necessary part of police stop and search
procedures

probate /'proubert/ noun legal accept-
ance that a document, especially a will, is
valid o the executor was granted pro-
bate, obtained a grant of probate the
executor was told officially that the will
was valid

Probate Registry  /'proubert
redsistri/ noun a court office which
deals with the granting of probate
probation /pra'beif(a)n/ noun1. ale-
gal system for dealing with criminals, of-
ten young offenders, where they are not
sent to prison provided that they continue
to behave well under the supervision of a
probation officer o She was sentenced to
probation for one year. 2. a period when
a new employee is being tested before
being confirmed as having a permanent
job < on probation 1. being tested o he
is on three months’ probation 2. being
under a probation order from a court o fo
take someone on probation
probationer /pro'beif(o)na/ noun
somebody who has been put on proba-
tion

probation officer /pra'berf(o)n
f1sa/ noun an official of the social
services who supervises young people
on probation

probation order /pro,beif(o)n 'o:do/
noun a court order putting someone on
probation

probative /'proubotiv/ adjective re-
lating to proof

probative value  /'proubotiv
veeljui/ noun US the value of an item as
evidence in a trial

problem area /'problom ,earia/ noun
an area of work which is difficult to man-
age o Drug-related crime is a problem
area in large cities.

procedural /pra'sitdzoral/ adjective
referring to legal procedure
procedural judge /pro'si:dzorol
d3Ad3/ noun a judge who deals with the
management of a case, its allocation to a
particular track, etc.

procedural law /pro'si:dzoral 1o/
noun law relating to how the civil or
criminal law is administered by the
courts. Compare substantive law
procedural problem /pro,si:dzorsl
'‘problom/ noun a question concerning



procedure

236

procedure o The hearing was held up
while counsel argued over procedural
problems.

procedure /pra'si:d3a/ noun a way in
which something is done, especially the
correct or agreed way to deal with some-
thing o o follow the proper procedure o
criticised police procedures o this pro-
cedure is very irregular this is not the
set way to do something

proceed /pra'si:d/ verb to continue
doing something o The negotiations are
proceeding slowly. o to proceed against
someone to start a legal action against
someone o to proceed with something
to go on doing something
proceedings /pro'sitdinz/  plural
noun o to institute or to start proceed-
ings against someone to start a legal ac-
tion against someone

proceedings in tort /pro si:digz i
'tort/ plural noun court action for dam-
ages for a tort

process /prov'ses/ noun 1. the way in
which a court acts to assert its jurisdic-
tion 2. the writs issued by a court to sum-
mon a defendant to appear in court 3. a
legal procedure o the due process of the
law the formal work of a fair legal action
m verb to deal with something in the usu-
al routine way o fo process an insurance
claim o The incident room is processing
information received from the public.
processing /'prousesiy/ noun o the
processing of a claim for insurance
putting a claim for compensation
through the usual office routine in the in-
surance company

process-server /prou,ses 's3:1vo/
noun a person who delivers legal docu-
ments such as a writ or summons to peo-
ple in person

proctor /'prokta/ noun (in a universi-
ty) an official who is responsible for
keeping law and order

procurationem  per procura-
tionem
Procurator Fiscal /prokjureito

'fisk(a)l/ noun (in Scotland) a law offic-
er who decides whether an alleged crim-
inal should be prosecuted

procure /pra'kjua/ verb to get some-
one to do something, especially to ar-

range for a woman to provide sexual in-
tercourse for money

procurer /pra'kjuora/ noun some-
body who procures women

procuring /pro'kjuomont/, procure-
ment noun the notifiable offence of get-
ting a woman to provide sexual inter-
course for money

Production Centre /pro,dakf(o)n
'sento/ noun a central office which is-
sues claim forms

product liability /prodakt laio
'bil1ti/ noun the liability of the maker of
a product for negligence in the design or
production of the product

proferentem » contra proferentem

profession /pro'fef(a)n/ noun 1.
work which needs special learning over a
period of time o the managing director
is a lawyer by profession he trained as a
lawyer 2. a group of specialised workers
o the legal profession all lawyers o the
medical profession all doctors
professional /pro'fef(o)n(a)l/ adjec-
tive 1. referring to one of the professions
o The accountant sent in his bill for pro-
fessional services. o We had to ask our
lawyer for professional advice on the
contract. o a professional man some-
body who works in one of the profes-
sions, e.g. a lawyer, doctor, accountant o
professional qualifications documents
showing that someone has successfully
finished a course of study which allows
him to work in one of the professions 2.
expert m noun a person with special
skills and qualifications in a particular
subject

professional misconduct /pro
[fef(@)n(a)l mis'kondakt/ noun behav-
iour by a professional person such as a
lawyer, accountant or doctor which the
body which regulates that profession
considers to be wrong, e.g. an action by
a solicitor which is considered wrong by
the Law Society

professional privilege  /pro
fef(@)n(a)l 'privilidz/ noun confidenti-
ality of communications between a client
and his or her lawyer

profit after tax / profit a:fto 'teks/
noun the profit after tax has been deduct-
ed
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profit and loss account/,profit on
'Ips 9,kaunt/ noun a statement of a com-
pany’s expenditure and income over a
period of time, almost always one calen-
dar year, showing whether the company
has made a profit or loss

profit a prendre /,profi & 'prondro/
noun a right to take from land or a river
passing through it something such as
game or fish

profit before tax /profit bifo:
'teeks/ noun the profit of a company af-
ter expenses have been deducted but be-
fore tax has been calculated

profiteer / profi'tio/ noun somebody
who makes too much profit, especially
when goods are rationed or in short sup-
ply

pro forma /prou 'formo/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘for the sake of
form’ o pro forma (invoice) invoice sent
to a buyer before the goods are sent, so
that payment can be made or that busi-
ness documents can be produced o pro
forma letter formal letter which informs
a court of a decision of another court

progress report /'prougres r1,pa:t/
noun a document which describes what
progress has been made

prohibit /prou'hibit/ verb to say that
something must not happen o Parking is
prohibited in front of the garage. o The
law prohibits the sale of alcohol to mi-
nors.

prohibited degrees /prou,hibitid
dr'grits/ plural noun the relationships
which make it illegal for a man and
woman to marry, e.g. father and daughter

prohibited goods /prou,hibitid
'gudz/ plural noun goods which are not
allowed to be imported

prohibition /,proui'bif(o)n/ noun 1.
the act of forbidding something 2. a High
Court order forbidding a lower court
from doing something which exceeds its
jurisdiction

prohibitory injunction  /pro
hibrt(a)ri in'dzagkfon/ noun an order
from a court preventing someone from
doing an illegal act

promisee /promi'siy/ noun some-
body to whom a promise is made

promisor /promi'so:/ noun some-
body who makes a promise
promissory /'promisori/ adjective
promising

promissory estoppel /,promisori 1
'stop(a)l/ noun a promise made by one
person to another, so that the second per-
son relies on the promise and acts in way
that is detrimental, and the first person is
stopped from denying the validity of the
promise

promote /pra'mout/ verb 1. to intro-
duce a new Bill into Parliament 2. to en-
courage something to grow o to promote
a new company to organise the setting
up of a new company

promoter /pro'mouts/ noun some-
body who introduces a new Bill into Par-
liament

prompt /prompt/ verb to tell someone
what to say o The judge warned counsel
not to prompt the witness.

proof /pru:f/ noun 1. evidence or other
thing which shows that something is true
o proof beyond reasonable doubt proof
that no reasonable person could doubt
(the proof needed to convict a person in
a criminal case) 2. the statement or evi-
dence of a creditor to show that he or she
is owed money by a bankrupt or by a
company in liquidation

proofing /'pru:fiy/ noun o proofing of
witnesses action of looking into witness-
es’ statements

proof of debt / pru:f ov 'det/ noun
proceedings for a creditor to claim pay-
ment from a bankrupt’s assets

proof of evidence /pruif ov
'evid(e)ns/ noun a written statement of
what a witness intends to say in court
proof of identification / pru:f ov a1
dentifr'keif(a)n/ noun 1. proving that
something is what the evidence says it is
o the policeman asked him for proof of
identification 2. proving that someone is
who they say they are

proof of service / pru:f ov 'sa:vis/
noun proof that that legal documents
have been delivered to someone
property /'propati/ noun 1. things that
are owned by someone o They have no
respect for other people’s property. o He
was known to be a receiver of stolen
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property. o The books are my property,
but the bookshelves belong to John. 2.
land and buildings o He owns a lot of
property in the north. 3. a building such
as a house, shop or factory o There are
several properties for sale in the centre
of the town. m adjective relating to land
and buildings o a rise in property prices
proportionality /pro,po:f(s)'neliti/
noun 1. the principle that a government
or local authority can only act if the ac-
tion is in proportion to the aim which is
to be achieved, the aim being to protect
the rights of ordinary citizens 2. the prin-
ciple that a legal action can only take
place if the costs are proportionate to the
aim to be achieved o The requirement of
proportionality may be a reason for a
party to refuse to respond to a request for
further information.

proportionate /pro'po:f(o)nat/ ad-
jective directly related to or in proportion
to something

proposal form /pro'pouvz(a)l form/
noun an official document with details of
a property or person to be insured which
is sent to the insurance company when
asking for an insurance

propose /pra'pavz/ verb o to propose
to to say that you intend to do something
o I propose to repay the loan at £20 a
month.

proprietary drug /pro,praiot(o)ri
'drag/ noun a drug which is made by a
particular company and marketed under
a brand name

proprietary right /pro'praiot(o)ri
rait/ noun the right of someone who
owns a property

proprietor /pra'praista/ noun the
owner of a property

proprietorship /pra'praratafip/
noun the act of being the proprietor of
land

proprietorship  register /pro
'‘praratafip ;red3ista/ noun land regis-
ter which shows the details of owners of
land

proprietress /pra'prarstras/ noun a
female owner

pro rata /prou 'ra:to/ adjective, ad-
verb at a rate which changes according to

the importance of something o a pro rata
payment o to pay someone pro rata
prorogation /,proura‘geif(o)n/ noun
the end of a session of Parliament
prorogue /pra'roug/ verbto end a ses-
sion of Parliament o Parliament was pro-
rogued for the summer recess.

proscribe /prouv'skraib/ verb to ban o
a proscribed organization, political
party an organisation or political party
which has been banned

prosecute /'prosikjuit/ verb 1. to
bring someone to court to answer a crim-
inal charge o She was prosecuted for em-
bezzlement. 2. to speak against the ac-
cused person on behalf of the party
bringing the charge o Mr Smith is prose-
cuting, and Mr Jones is appearing for the
defence.

prosecution /,prosi'kju:f(o)n/ noun
1. the act of bringing someone to court to
answer a charge o his prosecution for
embezzlement 1y Crown Prosecution
Service, Director of Public Prosecu-
tions 2. a party who brings a criminal
charge against someone o The costs of
the case will be borne by the prosecution.
3. the group of lawyers representing the
party who brings a criminal charge
against someone

prosecution counsel /prosi
'kjuif(e)n kavnsal/ noun a lawyer act-
ing for the prosecution

prosecution  witness /prosi
'kjurf(e)n ,witnas/ noun a person
called by the prosecution side to give ev-
idence against the defendant or the ac-
cused

prosecutor /'prosikjuite/ noun
somebody who brings criminal charges
against someone

prosequi » nolle prosequi
prostitute /'prostitju:t/ noun some-
body who provides sexual intercourse in
return for payment

prostitution /,prosti'tju:[(e)n/ noun
the activity of providing sexual inter-
course in return for payment

protect /pro'tekt/ verb to defend
something against harm o The employees
are protected from unfair dismissal by
government legislation. o The computer
is protected by a plastic cover. o The cov-
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er protects the machine from dust. o to
protect an industry by imposing tariff
barriers to stop a local industry from be-
ing hit by foreign competition by stop-
ping foreign products from being im-
ported

protected information /pro tektid
J1nfa'meif(a)n/ noun an electronic text
which is not intelligible without a de-
cryption key

protected person /pro tektid
'p3:s(@)n/ noun an important person
such as a President or Prime Minister
who has special police protection

protected tenancy /protektid
'tenansi/ noun a tenancy where the ten-
antis protected from eviction (NOTE: You
protect someone from something or
from having something done to him.)

protection /pro'tek fon/ noun the ac-
tion of protecting

protection racket /protekfon
'rekit/ noun an illegal organisation
where people demand money from
someone such as a small businessperson
to pay for ‘protection’ against criminal
attacks

protective /pro'tektiv/  adjective
shielding from potential danger o to take
someone into protective custody to put
someone in a safe place, e.g. police sta-
tion cells, to protect him or her from be-
ing harassed or attacked

protective tariff /pro tektiv 'terif/
noun a tariff which tries to ban imports
to stop them competing with local prod-
ucts

pro tem /prou 'tem/, pro tempore
adverb for a short time

protest noun /'proutest/ 1. a state-
ment or action to show that you do not
approve of something o fo make a protest
against high prices o in protest at show-
ing that you do not approve of something
o The staff occupied the offices in protest
at the low pay offer. o to do something
under protest to do something, but say
that you do not approve of it 2. an official
document from a notary public which
notes that a bill of exchange has not been
paid m verb /pra'test/ 1. o to protest
against something to say that you do not
approve of something o The retailers are

protesting against the ban on imported
goods. 2. o to protest a bill to draw up a
document to prove that a bill of exchange
has not been paid

protester /pro'testa/ noun someone
who makes their opposition to something
public

protest march /'provtest ma:t[/
noun a demonstration where protesters
march through the streets

protest strike /'proutest straik/
noun a strike in protest at a particular
grievance

protocol /'pravtokol/ noun 1. a draft
memorandum. ¢ pre-action protocol 2.
a list of things which have been agreed. o
pre-action protocol 3. correct diplo-
matic behaviour

provable /'pru:vab(o)l/ adjective be-
ing able to be proved

provable debts / prurvob(o)l 'dets/
plural noun debts which a creditor can
prove against a bankrupt estate

proven /'pru:v(o)n/ adjective o not
proven (in Scotland) verdict that the
prosecution has not produced sufficient
evidence to prove the accused to be
guilty

provide /pro'vaid/ verb 1. o to pro-
vide for something to allow for some-
thing which may happen in the future o
These expenses have not been provided
for o The contract provides for an annual
increase in charges. o to provide for
someone to put aside money to give
someone enough to live on o He provid-
ed for his daughter in his will. 2. o to
provide someone with something to
supply something to someone o The de-
fendant provided the court with a de-
tailed account of his movements. o Du-
ress provides no defence to a charge of
murder.

provided that /pro'vaidid 'Oat/,
providing /pro'vaidin/ conjunction on
condition that o The judge will sentence
the convicted man next week provided
(that) or providing the psychiatrist’s re-
portis received in time. (NOTE: In deeds,
the form provided always that is often
used.)

province /'provins/ noun o the Prov-
ince Northern Ireland



provision

provision /pra'viz(e)n/ noun 1. o to
make provision for to see that some-
thing is allowed for in the future o to
make financial provision for someone
to arrange for someone to receive money
to live on (by attachment of earnings,
etc.) o there is no provision for, no pro-
vision has been made for car parking
in the plans for the office block the
plans do not include space for cars to
park 2. money put aside in accounts in
case it is needed in the future o The com-
pany has made a £2m provision for bad
debts. 3. a legal condition o the provi-
sions of a Bill conditions listed in a Bill
before Parliament o we have made pro-
vision to this effect we have put into the
contract terms which will make this
work

provisional /pro'viz(9)n(e)l/ adjec-
tive temporary, not final or permanent o
They wrote to give their provisional ac-
ceptance of the contract.

provisional damages /pra
vi3()n(9)l 'demidziz/ plural noun
damages claimed by a claimant while the
case is still being heard

provisional injunction  /pro
vi3(9)n(9)l m'dzank[on/ noun a tem-
porary injunction granted until a full
court hearing can take place

provisional liquidator /pra
viz(@)n(d)l 'likwiderts/ noun an offi-
cial appointed by a court to protect the
assets of a company which is the subject
of a winding up order

proviso /pra'vaizou/ noun a condition
in a contract or deed o We are signing the
contract with the proviso that the terms
can be discussed again in six months’
time. (NOTE: A proviso usually begins
with the phrase ‘provided always
that’.)

provocateur » agent provocateur

provocation /,prova'kerf(o)n/ noun
encouragement to commit a crime or car-
ry out an action which you had not in-
tended to do o He acted under provoca-
tion.

provoke /pra'vouk/ verb to make
someone do something or to make some-
thing happen o The strikers provoked the
police to retaliate. o The murders pro-

voked a campaign to increase police pro-
tection for politicians. (NOTE: You pro-
voke someone to do something.)
proxy /'proksi/ noun 1. a document
which gives someone the power to act on
behalf of someone else o fo sign by proxy
2. somebody who acts on behalf of
someone else, especially somebody ap-
pointed by a shareholder to vote on his or
her behalf at a company meeting o fo act
as proxy for someone

P.S. noun an additional note at the end
of a letter o Did you read the P.S. at the
end of the letter? Full form post scrip-
tum

PSBR abbreviation public sector bor-
rowing requirement

Pty abbreviation proprietary company
public /'pablik/ adjective o the com-
pany is going public the company is go-
ing to place some of its shares for sale on
the Stock Exchange so that anyone can
buy them m noun o the public, the gen-
eral public the people in general o in
public in front of everyone

public administration /pablik od
.mint'stre1f(9)n/ noun 1. the means
whereby government policy is carried
out 2. the people responsible for carrying
out government policy

publication / pabli'keif(a)n/ noun1.
the act of making something public ei-
ther in speech or writing o Publication of
Cabinet papers takes place after thirty
years. 2. the act of making a libel known
to people other than the person libelled
3. a printed work shown to the public
Public Bill /,pablik 'bil/ noun an ordi-
nary Bill relating to a matter applying to
the public in general, introduced by a
government minister

public disorder /pablik dis'sc:do/
noun same as civil disorder

public domain /,pablik dou'memn/
noun land, property or information
which belongs to and is available to the
public

public expenditure /pablik 1k
'spendit[a/ noun the spending of mon-
ey by the local or central government
public funds /,pablik 'fandz/ plural
noun government money available for
expenditure
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public image /,pablik 'tmid3/ noun
the idea which the people have of a com-
pany or a person o The police are trying
to improve their public image.

public interest /pablik 'itrost/
noun the usefulness of a piece of infor-
mation to the public, in matters concern-
ing national security, fraud, medical mal-
practice, etc., used as a defence against
accusations of passing on confidential
information or of invasion of privacy
COMMENT: Public interest implies that
the actions of someone or information
held by someone might affect the pub-
lic in some way: if a newspaper dis-
closes that a group of companies are
fixing prices so as not to compete with
each other, this disclosure might be
held to be in the public interest. If a TV
programme reveals that a Member of
Parliament apparently took drugs,
then this might be held to be in the
public interest.
public law /,pablik 'lo:/ noun laws
which refer to people in general such as
administrative and constitutional law

public monopoly /pablik mo
'nopali/ noun a situation where the state
is the only supplier of a product or serv-
ice

public nuisance /,pablik
'njuis(e)ns/ noun a criminal act which
causes harm or damage to members of
the public in general or to their rights
public opinion /pablik o'pinjon/
noun what people think about something
public order /pablik '5:do/ noun a
situation were the general public is calm
and there are no riots

public ownership /,pablik
'auna[1p/ noun a situation where an in-
dustry is nationalised o The company has
been put into state ownership.

public place /pablik 'plets/ noun a
place such as a road or park where the
public have a right to be

public policy /,pablik 'polisi/ noun
the policy of the government of a Mem-
ber State of the European Union which
protects its nationals, and which can be
used to exclude nationals of other EU
states from entering the country to take
up work, though this excuse cannot be
used for economic reasons

public prosecutor /,pablik
'‘prosikjuits/ noun a government offi-
cial who brings charges against alleged
criminals. In the UK, it is the Director of
Public Prosecutions.

public sector borrowing require-
ment /pablik sekto  borouig 11
'kwaromont/ noun the amount of mon-
ey which a government has to borrow to
pay for its own spending. Abbreviation
PSBR

Public Trustee /pablik tra'stii/
noun an official who is appointed as a
trustee of an individual’s property

publish /'pablif/ verb to have a docu-
ment such as a catalogue, book, maga-
zine, newspaper or piece of music writ-
ten and printed and then sell or give it to
the public o The society publishes its list
of members annually. o The government
has not published the figures on which its
proposals are based. o The company
publishes six magazines for the business
market.

puisne /'pju:ni/ adjective less impor-
tant

puisne judge/,pju:ni 'd3zads/ nouna
High Court judge

puisne mortgage /,pjuzni
'mo:gid3/ noun a mortgage where the
deeds of the property have not been de-
posited with the lender

punish /'panif/ verb to make someone
pay the penalty for a crime which he or
she has committed o You will be pun-
ished for hitting the policeman.

punishable /'panifob(e)l/ adjective
able to be punished o crimes punishable
by imprisonment

punishment /'panifmont/ noun 1.
the act of punishing someone 2. treat-
ment of someone as a way of making
them suffer for their crime o The punish-
ment for treason is death.

punitive damages /pjuinitiv
'‘demid3z1z/ plural noun heavy damages
which punish the defendant for the loss
or harm caused to the claimant, awarded
to show that the court feels the defendant
has behaved badly towards the claimant.
Also called exemplary damages
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pupil /'pju:p(a)l/ noun a trainee barris-
ter, undergoing a year-long training peri-
od before qualification

pupillage /'pju:pilids/ noun a train-
ing period of one year after completing
studies at university and passing all ex-
aminations, which a person has to serve
before he or she can practise independ-
ently as a barrister

pur autre vie /,pu:o ,outro 'vii/ » per
autre vie

purchase order /'ps:tfis ,o:do/
noun an official paper which places an
order for something

purchaser /'p3:tfisa/ noun a person
or company that buys something

purge /p3:d3/ verb o to purge one’s
contempt, to purge a contempt of
court to do something such as make an
apology to show that you are sorry for
the lack of respect you have shown
purpose /'p3:pas/ noun an aim, plan
or intention o on purpose intentionally o
She hid the knife on purpose. o we need
the invoice for tax purposes, for the
purpose of declaration to the tax au-
thorities in order for it to be declared to
the tax authorities

purposive /'p3:pasiv/ adjective refer-
ring to the purpose behind something o a
purposive interpretation of the Treaty on
European Union

pursuant to /pa'sjuiont to/ adverb
relating to or concerning o matters pur-
suant to Article 124 of the EC treaty o
pursuant to the powers conferred on the
local authority

pursue /pa'sjui/ verb to continue with
something such as the proceedings in
court

pursuit /pa'sju:t/ » fresh pursuit, hot
pursuit

purview /'pa:vjui/ noun the general
scope of an Act of Parliament

put aside /,put o'said/ verb to decide
to cancel an order, judgment or decision
putative father /pju:totiv 'fa:0o/
noun a man who is supposed to be or
who a court decides must be the father of
an illegitimate child

put away / put o'wer/ verb to send to
prison o He was put away for ten years.

put down / put 'daun/ verb 1. to make
a deposit o to put down money on a house
2. to write an item in an account book o
to put down a figure for expenses

put in /,put '/ verb o to put in a bid
for something to offer (usually in writ-
ing) to buy something o to put in an es-
timate for something to give someone a
written calculation of the probable costs
of carrying out a job o to put in a claim
for damage, loss to ask an insurance
company to pay for damage or loss

put into /put 'mtu/ verb o to put
money into a business to invest money
in a business

put on/ put 'on/ verb o to put an item
on the agenda to list an item for discus-
sion at a meeting o to put an embargo
on trade to forbid trade

put option /'put ,ppfon/ noun the
right to sell shares at a specific price at a
specific date

pyramiding /'piromidig/ noun ille-
gally using new investors’ deposits to
pay the interest on the deposits made by
existing investors

pyramid selling /'piromid seliy/
noun an illegal way of selling goods to
the public, where each selling agent pays
for the right to sell and sells that right to
other agents, so that in the end the com-
missions earned by the sales of goods
will never pay back the agents for the
payments they themselves have already
made
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QB abbreviation Queen’s Bench

QBD abbreviation Queen’s Bench Divi-
sion

QC abbreviation Queen’s Counsel
(NOTE: written after the surname of the
lawyer: W. Smith QC. Note also that
the plural is written QCs.)

qua /kwa:/ conjunction as or acting in
the capacity of o a decision of the Lord
Chancellor qua head of the judiciary

qualification shares /kwolifr
'ke1f(o)n [eas/ plural noun number of
shares which a person has to hold to be a
director of a company

qualified /'kwolifaid/ adjective 1.
having passed special examinations in a
subject o She is a qualified solicitor. o
highly qualified with very good results
in examinations o All our staff are highly
qualified. o They employ twenty-six
highly qualified legal assistants. 2. with
some reservations or conditions o quali-
fied acceptance of a bill of exchange o
The plan received qualified approval
from the board.

qualified accounts /kwolifaid o
'kavnts/ plural noun accounts which
have been commented on by the auditors
because they contain something with
which the auditors do not agree

qualified auditors’ report
/. kwolifaid 'a:ditaz r1,po:t/ noun a re-
port from a company’s auditors which
points out areas in the accounts with
which the auditors do not agree or about
which they are not prepared to express an
opinion, or where the auditors believe
the accounts as a whole have not been
prepared correctly or where they are un-
able to decide whether the accounts are
correct or not

qualified privilege /kwolifaid
'‘privilid3/ noun protection from being
sued for defamation, which is given to
someone only if it can be proved that the
statements were made without malice

qualified title / kwolifaid 'tart(o)l/
noun atitle to a property which is not ab-
solute because there is some defect

qualify /'kwolifar/ verb 1. o to qualify
for to be in the right position for or to be
entitled to o He does not qualify for Le-
gal Aid. o She qualifies for unemploy-
ment benefit. 2. o to qualify as to follow
a specialised course and pass examina-
tions so that you can do a particular job o
She has qualified as an accountant. o He
will qualify as a solicitor next year. 3. to
change a statement o the auditors have
qualified the accounts the auditors have
found something in the accounts of the
company which they do not agree with,
and have noted it

qualifying period /'kwolifamnp
.p1ariad/ noun a time which has to pass
before something qualifies as suitable for
something o There is a six month quali-
fying period before you can get a grant
from the local authority.

quantum /'kwontom/ noun an
amount of damages o Liability was ad-
mitted by the defendants, but the case
went to trial because they could not
agree the quantum of damages.

quantum meruit  / kwentom
‘merult/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘as much as he has deserved’: a rule that,
when claiming for breach of contract, a
party is entitled to payment for work
done

quarantine /'’kworanti:n/ noun a pe-
riod when a ship, animal or person newly
arrived in a country has to be kept away
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from others in case there is a danger of
carrying diseases o The animals were put
in quarantine on arrival at the port. o
Quarantine restrictions have been lifted
on imported animals from that country.
(NOTE: used without the: The dog was
put in quarantine or was held in quaran-
tine or was released from quarantine.)
m verb to put in quarantine o The ship
was searched and all the animals on it
were quarantined.
quarter /'kworta/ noun a period of
three months
COMMENT: In England the quarter
days are 25th March (Lady Day), 24th
June (Midsummer Day), 29th Septem-
ber (Michaelmas Day) and 25th De-
cember (Christmas Day).
quarter day /'kwo:to der/ noun the
day at the end of a quarter, when rents
should be paid
quarterly /'kwoz:toli/ adjective, ad-
verb happening every three months, i.e.
four times a year o There is a quarterly
charge for electricity. o The bank sends
us a quarterly statement. o We agreed to
pay the rent quarterly or on a quarterly
basis.
Quarter Sessions  /'kworto
sef(9)nz/ plural noun old name for the
criminal court replaced by the Crown
Court
quash /kwo[/ verb 1. to stop some-
thing from continuing 2. to announce of-
ficially that a decision is incorrect and
cannot be accepted o The appeal court
quashed the verdict. o He applied for ju-
dicial review to quash the order. o A con-
viction obtained by fraud or perjury by a
witness will be quashed.
quasi- /kweizal/ prefix partly o a qua-
si-official body o a quasi-judicial investi-
gation
quasi-contract / kweizar
'kontraekt/ noun same as implied con-
tract
Queen’s Bench /kwi:inz 'bent| di
,vi3(a)n/ noun full form of QB
Queen’s Bench Division / kwi:nz
'bentJ/ noun one of the main divisions
of the High Court. Abbreviation QBD
Queen’s Counsel / kwiinz
'kaunsal/ noun a senior British barrister,
appointed by the Lord Chancellor. Ab-

breviation QC (NOTE: There are no new
QCs being appointed currently as the
need for the title QC and the system of
appointment is currently under review.)

Queen’s evidence /kwiinz
'evid(e)ns/ noun o to turn Queen’s ev-
idence to confess to a crime and then act
as witness against the other criminals in-
volved, in the hope of getting a lighter
sentence

Queen’s Proctor /kwiinz 'prokto/
noun a solicitor acting for the Crown in
matrimonial and probate cases

Queen’s Speech /kwimnz 'spiitf/
noun a speech made by the Queen at the
opening of a session of Parliament,
which outlines the government’s plans
for legislation
COMMENT: The Queen’s Speech is not
written by the Queen herself, but by
her ministers, and she is not responsi-
ble for what is in the speech.
question /'kwest [(a)n/ noun 1. a sen-
tence which needs an answer o Counsel
asked the witness questions about his
bank accounts. o Counsel for the prose-
cution put three questions to the police
inspector. o The managing director re-
fused to answer questions about redun-
dancies. o The market research team pre-
pared a series of questions to test the
public’s attitude to problems of law and
order. 2. a problem o He raised the ques-
tion of the cost of the lawsuit. o The main
question is that of time. o The tribunal
discussed the question of redundancy
payments. m verb 1. to ask questions o
The police questioned the accounts staff
for four hours. o She questioned the
chairman about the company’s invest-
ment policy. 2. to query or to suggest that
something may be wrong o Counsel
questioned the reliability of the witness’
evidence. o The accused questioned the
result of the breathalyser test.

questioning /'kwest[(o)nig/ noun
the action of asking someone questions o
The man was taken to the police station
for questioning. o During questioning by
the police, she confessed to the crime. o
The witness became confused during
questioning by counsel for the prosecu-
tion.
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questionnaire / kwest[a'nea/ noun
a printed list of questions given to people
to answer

question of fact / kwest[(o)n ov
'feekt/ noun a fact relevant to a case
which is tried at court

question of law / kwest [(a)n ov 'loz/
noun the law relevant to a case which is
tried at court

question of privilege / kwest[(o)n
ov 'privilid3/ noun a matter which re-
fers to the House or a member of it

Question Time /'kwestf(a)n tarm/
noun the period in the House of Com-
mons when Members of Parliament can
put questions to ministers about the work
of their departments

quickie /'kwiki/, quickie divorce
/. kwiki di'va:s/ nouna divorce which is
processed rapidly through the court by
use of the special procedure

quid pro quo /kwid prou 'kwou/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘one
thing for another’: action done in return
for something done or promised

quiet enjoyment /kwart 1n
‘dzoimant/ noun the right of an occupi-
er to occupy property peacefully under a
tenancy without the landlord or anyone
else interfering with that right

quit /kwit/ verb to leave rented accom-
modation

quo » quid pro quo, status quo

quorate /'kwo:rert/ adjective having a
quorum o The resolution was invalid be-
cause the shareholders’ meeting was not
quorate. v inquorate

quorum /'’kwoirom/ noun the mini-
mum number of people who have to be
present at a meeting to make it valid o to
have a quorum to have enough people
present for a meeting to go ahead o Do
we have a quorum? o The meeting was
adjourned since there was no quorum.
quota system /'kwouto sistom/
noun a system where imports, exports or
supplies are regulated by fixing maxi-
mum amounts

quotation /kwou'terf(e)n/ noun o
quotation on the Stock Exchange,
Stock Exchange quotation listing of the
price of a share on the Stock Exchange o
the company is going for a quotation
on the Stock Exchange the company
has applied to the Stock Exchange to
have its shares listed

quote /kwout/ verb to repeat a refer-
ence number o In reply please quote this
number: PC 1234.

quoted company /kwoutid
'kamp(o)ni/ noun a company whose
shares are listed on the Stock Exchange
quo warranto /kwou 'warontou/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘by what
authority’: action which questions the
authority of someone

g.V., quod vide phrase a Latin phrase
meaning ‘which see’
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R abbreviation Regina or Rex (NOTE:
used in reports of cases where the
Crown is a party: R. v. Smith Ltd)

race /reis/ noun a group of people with
distinct physical characteristics or cul-
ture who are considered to be different
from other groups

race relations /reis ri'leif(a)nz/ plu-
ral noun the relationships between dif-
ferent racial groups in a country

racial /'reif(a)l/ adjective referring to
race

racial discrimination /reif(a)l dis
Jkrimr'ne1f(a)n/ noun unfair treatment
of someone because of their racial back-
ground

racial hatred /re1[(o)l 'hertrid/ noun
a violent dislike of someone because of
their racial background

racial prejudice /reif(d)l
'‘pred3zudis/ noun an unreasonably hos-
tile attitude towards someone because of
their racial background

racial profiling / reif (o)l 'proufailiy/
noun the alleged policy of some police
officers to stop and question members of
some ethnic groups more than others
without reasonable cause

racial segregation /reif(o)l ,segri
'gerf(9)n/ noun a policy of keeping peo-
ple of different races separate in society,
especially in such areas as education,
housing, transport or leisure activities
racism /'reisiz(a)m/, racialism
/'re1f(d)liz(o)m/ noun a belief in racist
ideas or actions based on racist ideas o
The minority groups have accused the
council of racism in their allocation of
council houses.

racist /'reisist/, racialist /'re1f(o)list/
adjective believing that people from oth-
er racial groups are different and should

receive different and usually inferior
treatment m noun somebody with racist
ideas

racket /'reekit/ noun an illegal business
which makes a lot of money by fraud o
He runs a cheap ticket racket. |y protec-
tion

racketeer / reki'tia/ noun somebody
who runs a racket

racketeering / reki'tiorig/ noun the
activity of running an illegal racket

rack rent/'rzk rent/ noun 1. full year-
ly rent of a property let on a normal lease
2. a very high rent

raid /rexd/ noun a sudden attack or
search o Six people were arrested in the
police raid on the club. m verb to make a
sudden attack or search o The police
have raided several houses in the town. o
Drugs were found when the police raided
the club.

raison d’état /reizon der'te/ noun
the reason for a political action, which
says that an action is justified because it
is for the common good
COMMENT: Raison d’état is open to
criticism because it can be used to jus-
tify acts such as the abolition of individ-
ual rights, if the general good of the
people may seem to require it at the
time.
ransom /'rens(o)m/ noun money paid
to abductors to get back someone who
has been abducted o The daughter of the
banker was held by kidnappers who
asked for a ransom of £Im. o to hold
someone to ransom to keep someone
secretly until a ransom is paid m verb to
pay money so that someone is released o
She was ransomed by her family.
ransom note /'rens(o)m nout/ noun
a message sent by kidnappers asking for
aransom to be paid
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rap /rep/ noun a criminal charge
brought against somebody

rape /reip/ noun the notifiable offence
of forcing a person to have sexual inter-
course without their consent o He was
brought to court and charged with rape.
o The incidence of cases of rape has in-
creased over the last years. m verb to
force a person to have sexual intercourse
without their consent

rapporteur /repo:'t3y/ noun one of
the judges in the European Court of Jus-
tice who is assigned to a particular case
and whose job it is to examine the written
applications and the defence to them, and
then prepare a report on the case before
the court starts oral hearings
rapprochement /re'pro[moy/
French word meaning ‘coming closer’,
used to refer to a situation where two par-
ties reach an understanding after a period
of tension o Political commentators have
noted the rapprochement which has been
taking place since the old president died.
rata /'ra:to/ abbreviation pro rata (see)
rate /re1t/ verb o to rate someone high-
ly to value someone, to think someone is
very good

rateable value /reitob(o)l 'veljui/
noun the value of a property as a basis
for calculating local taxes

rate of inflation /reit ov m
'fle1f(a)n/ noun a percentage increase in
prices over the period of one year

rate of return /reit ov ri'tam/ noun
the amount of interest or dividend which
comes from an investment, shown as a
percentage of the money invested

rates /reits/ plural noun local tax on
property

ratification /retifi'kerf(o)n/ noun
official approval of something which
then becomes legally binding

ratify /'retifar/ verb to approve offi-
cially something which has already been
agreed o The treaty was ratified by Con-
gress. o The agreement has to be ratified
by the board. o Although the directors
had acted without due authority, the
company ratified their actions.

ratio decidendi /ratiov derst
'dendi/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning
‘reason for deciding’: main part of a

court judgment setting out the legal prin-
ciples applicable to the case and forming
the binding part of the judgment to which
other courts must pay regard. » obiter
dicta

ratio legis / retiou 'led3is/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘reason of the
law’: the principle behind a law

RCJ abbreviation Royal Courts of Jus-
tice

re /ri:/ preposition about, concerning, or
referring to o re your inquiry of May 29th
o re: Smith’s memorandum of yesterday
o re: the agenda for the AGM o in re con-
cerning, in the case of o in re Jones &
Co. Ltd iy res

re- /rii/ prefix again
rea» mens rea

reading /'ri:diy/ noun 1. o First
Reading, Second Reading, Third
Reading the three stages of discussion of
a Bill in Parliament 2. (in the EU) an ex-
amination in detail of proposed legisla-
tion by the European Parliament

COMMENT: First Reading is the formal
presentation of the Bill when the title is
read to MPs; Second Reading is the
stage when MPs have printed copies
of the Bill and it is explained by the
Minister proposing it, there is a debate
and a vote is taken; the Bill is then dis-
cussed in Committee and at the Re-
port Stage; Third Reading is the final
discussion of the Bill in the whole
House of Commons or House of
Lords. European legislation is placed
before the European Parliament for
discussion. This is the First Reading,
and can be decided by a simple major-
ity in the Parliament. If the Council of
the European Union sets out a com-
mon position on proposed legislation
and communicates this to Parliament,
Parliament will consider the proposal
and may approve it by an absolute ma-
jority of its members.

ready money /redi 'mani/ noun
money which is immediately available

real /riol/ adjective 1. not imitation o
His case is made of real leather or he has
a real leather case. o in real terms actu-
ally or really o Sales have gone up by 3%
but with inflation running at 5% that is a
fall in real terms. 2. referring to things as
opposed to persons 3. referring to land,
especially freehold land
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real estate /'r1al 1,stert/ noun land or
buildings considered from a legal point
of view

real income /1ol 'mkam/ noun in-
come which is available for spending af-
ter tax and any other deductions have
been made

realisation / riclai'zeif(a)n/, realiza-
tion noun the process of making some-
thing happen o the realization of a
project putting a plan into action
realisation of assets
/r1alaizerf(a)n ov 'esets/ plural noun
selling of assets for money

realise /'riolaiz/, realize verb 1. to
make something become real o to real-
ize a project, a plan to put a project or a
plan into action 2. to sell something to
produce money o fo realise property or
assets o The sale realised £100,000.

realizable assets /rislaizob(s)l
'@sets/ plural noun assets which can be
sold for money

realpolitik /rer'a:lpolitik/ noun a
German word meaning ‘politics based on
real and practical factors and not on mor-
al ideas’

real-time system /rl tamm
,SIstom/ noun a computer system where
data is inputted directly into the compu-
ter which automatically processes it to
produce information which can be used
immediately

realty /'r1alti/ noun property, real estate
or legal rights to land

reasonable /'ri:z(o)nab(o)l/ adjective
fair and sensible o The magistrates were
very reasonable when she explained that
the driving licence was necessary for her
work. o beyond reasonable doubt al-
most certain proof needed to convict a
person in a criminal case o The prosecu-
tion in a criminal case has to establish
beyond reasonable doubt that the ac-
cused committed the crime. o no reason-
able offer refused we will accept any of-
fer which is not too low

reasonable financial provision
/,rizz(9)nab(a)l far,nenfol pro
'viz(e)n/ noun a provision which rela-
tives and dependants of a deceased per-
son may ask a court to provide in cases
where the deceased died intestate, or

where no provision was made for them
under the will. Abbreviation rfp

reasonable force /ri:z(o)nab(a)l
'fors/ noun the least amount of force
needed to do something o The police
were instructed to use reasonable force
in dealing with the riot.

reasonable man /'ri:z(o)nob(o)l
man/ noun an imaginary person with
average judgment and intelligence, who
is used as a reference point for usually
expected standards of social behaviour

reasoned /'ri:z(o)nd/ adjective care-
fully thought out and explained

rebate /'ritbeit/ noun money returned

rebel /'reb(a)l/ noun somebody who
fights against the government or against
people in authority o Anti-government
rebels have taken six towns. o Rebel
councillors forced a vote. m verb to fight
against authority o Some teachers have
threatened to rebel against the new pro-
cedures. o It’s natural for teenagers to
rebel but this has got out of hand. (NOTE:
rebelling — rebelled)

rebut /r1'bat/ verb to contradict or to go
against o He attempted to rebut the as-
sertions made by the prosecution wit-
ness. (NOTE: rebutting — rebutted)

rebuttable /ri'batob(o)ll/ adjective
being able to be rebutted

rebuttal /r1'bat(o)l/ noun the act of re-
butting

recall noun /r1'ko:1/ a request for some-
one to come back again m verb 1. /ri:
'ko:l/ to ask someone to come back o
MPs are asking for Parliament to be re-
called to debate the financial crisis. o
The witness was recalled to the witness
box. 2. /r1'ka:l/ to remember o The wit-
ness could not recall having seen the pa-
pers.

recd abbreviation received

receipt /ri'siit/ verb to stamp or sign
something such as a document to show
that it has been received or an invoice to
show that it has been paid

receipt book /ri'siit buk/ noun a
book of blank receipts to be filled in
when purchases are made

receipt in due form /r1si:t i dju:
'form/ noun a correctly written receipt



249

recklessly

receipts /ri'si:ts/ plural noun money
taken in sales o fo itemise receipts and
expenditure o Receipts are down against
the same period of last year.
receivable /ri'si:vob(a)l/ adjective
being able to be received

receivables /ri'siivob(o)lz/ plural
noun money which is owed to a compa-
ny

receive /ri'si:v/ verb o to receive sto-
len goods crime of taking in and dispos-
ing of property which you know to be
stolen

receiver /ri'sizva/ noun 1. somebody
who receives something 2. somebody
who receives stolen goods and disposes
of them

receiver of wrecks /risitvor ov
'reks/ noun an official of the Depart-
ment of Trade who deals with legal prob-
lems of wrecked ships within his or her
area

receivership /ri'sizvofip/ noun ad-
ministration of a company by a receiver
o the company went into receivership
the company was put into the hands of a
receiver

receiving /ri'sitvig/ noun the act of
taking something which has been deliv-
ered o receiving stolen property the
crime of taking in and disposing of goods
which are known to be stolen
receiving clerk /ri'sitvigp kla:k/
noun an official who works in a receiv-
ing office

receiving department /ri'sizvig di
,paitmont/ noun the section of a com-
pany which deals with goods or pay-
ments which are received by the compa-
ny

receiving office /ri'sizvig pfis/
noun an office where goods or payments
are received

receiving order /ri'sitvig o:do/
noun a court order made placing the Of-
ficial Receiver in charge of a person’s as-
sets before a bankruptcy order is made
receiving party /risiivigp 'pa:ty/
noun a party who is entitled to be paid
costs (NOTE: The other party is the pay-
ing party.)

recess /r1'ses/ noun 1. a period when
the court does not meet, but is not for-

mally adjourned 2. a period when an of-
ficial body is not sitting o The last meet-
ing before the summer recess will be on
23rd July. m verb not to meet, but without
formally adjourning o The Senate re-
cessed at the end of the afternoon.

recidivist/r1'sidivist/ noun a criminal
who commits a crime again
reciprocal /ri'siprok(e)l/ adjective
according to an arrangement by which
each party involved agrees to benefit the
other in the same way

reciprocal holdings /r1 siprok(o)l
'hovldigz/ plural noun situation where
two companies own shares in each other
to prevent takeover bids

reciprocal trade /risiprok(o)l
'trexd/ noun trade between two coun-
tries

reciprocal wills /ri'siprok(a)l wilz/
plural noun wills where two people, usu-
ally husband and wife, leave their prop-
erty to each other

reciprocate /ri'siprokert/ verb to do
the same thing to someone as he or she
has just done to you o They offered us an
exclusive agency for their cars and we
reciprocated with an offer of the agency
for our buses.

reciprocity / rest'prositi/ noun an ar-
rangement which applies from one party
to another and vice versa

recitals /ri'sait(a)lz/ plural noun in-
troduction to a deed or conveyance
which sets out the main purpose and the
parties to it

reckless /'reklos/ adjective taking a
risk knowing that the action may be dan-
gerous

COMMENT: Causing death by reckless

driving is a notifiable offence.
reckless driving /reklos 'drarvip/
noun the offence of driving a vehicle in
such a way that it may cause damage to
property or injure people, where the driv-
er is unaware of causing a risk to other
people
recklessly /'reklasli/ adverb taking
risks and being unaware of the likely ef-
fect on other people o The company reck-
lessly spent millions of pounds on a new
factory. o He was accused of driving
recklessly.
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recklessness /'reklosnoas/ noun the
act of taking risks

reclaim /ri'klerm/ verb to claim back
money which has been paid earlier
recognise /'rekog,naiz/, recognize
verb 1. to know someone or something
because you have seen or heard them be-
fore o She recognised the man who at-
tacked her. o I recognised his voice be-
fore he said who he was. o Do you recog-
nise the handwriting on the letter? 2. to
approve something as being legal o to
recognize a government to say that a
government which has taken power in a
foreign country is the legal government
of that country o the prisoner refused to
recognize the jurisdiction of the court
the prisoner said that he or she did not
believe that the court had the legal right
to try them

recognised agent /rekognaizd
‘erdzont/ noun an agent who is ap-
proved by the company for which he or
she acts

recognizance /ri'kngniz(o)ns/ noun
an obligation undertaken by someone to
a court that he, she or someone else will
appear in the court at a later date to an-
swer charges, or if not, will pay a penalty
o He was bound over on his own recog-
nizance of £4,000. o release on recogni-
zance US the release of an accused per-
son, provided that he or she promises to
come back to court when asked to do so
recommendation /,rekomen
'de1f(9)n/ noun a piece of advice about
how something should be done o He was
sentenced to life imprisonment, with a
recommendation that he should serve at
least twenty years. o He was released on
the recommendation of the Parole Board
or on the Parole Board’s recommenda-
tion.

recommendations /,rekomen
'de1f(a)nz/ noun a decision of the Euro-
pean Community which is not legally
binding

recommittal /,ri:zko'mit(a)l/ noun US
the act of sending a bill back to a com-
mittee for further discussion

reconcile /'rekonsail/ verb to make
two accounts or statements agree o to
reconcile one account with another o to
reconcile the accounts

reconciliation  /rekonsili'erf(o)n/
noun the act of making two accounts,
parties or statements agree
reconciliation statement
/,rekansili'erf(o)n ,stertmont/ noun a
statement which explains why two ac-
counts do not agree

reconsider /ritkon'sido/ verb to
think again o The applicant asked the
committee to reconsider its decision to
refuse the application. o motion to re-
consider a vote US motion at the end of
a discussion of any bill, but especially
one passed with a close vote, so that a
second vote has to be taken to settle the
matter

reconstruction of a crime /rizkon
'strakfon av e1 kraim/ noun the use of
people to act a crime again in order to try
to get witnesses to remember details of it
reconsultation /ri: konsol'terf(a)n/
noun the act of consulting again, as when
the Council of the European Union looks
again at proposed legislation, taking into
account objections raised by the Europe-
an Parliament

reconvict / rizkon'vikt/ verb to con-
vict someone again who has previously
been convicted of a crime

reconviction / rizkon'vik [(a)n/ noun
the conviction of someone who has been
previously convicted of a crime o The re-
conviction rate is rising.

record noun /'reko:d/ 1. a report of
something which has happened, espe-
cially an official transcript of a court ac-
tion o The chairman signed the minutes
as a true record of the last meeting. o a
matter of record something which has
been written down and can be confirmed
o for the record, to keep the record
straight to note something which has
been done o on record (fact) which has
been noted o The chairman is on record
as saying that profits are set to rise. 2. a
description of what has happened in the
past o the clerk’s record of service or
service record o The company’s record
in industrial relations. 3. a result which
is better or higher than anything before o
record crime figures, record losses,
record profits crime figures, losses or
profits which are higher than ever before
m verb /r1'ko:d/ to note or to report o The
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company has recorded another year of
increased sales. o Your complaint has
been recorded and will be investigated. o
The court recorded a plea of not guilty. o
The coroner recorded a verdict of death
by misadventure.

recorded delivery /riko:did dr
'liv(a)ri/ noun a mail service where the
letters are signed for by the person re-
ceiving them

recorder /ri'ko:da/ noun a part-time
judge of the Crown Court

Recorder of London /ri,ko:do ov
'Iandan/ noun the chief judge of the
Central Criminal Court

records /'reko:dz/ plural noun docu-
ments which give information o The
names of customers are kept in the com-
pany’s records. o We find from our
records that our invoice number 1234
has not been paid.

recours » sans recours

recourse /r1'ko:s/ noun o to decide to
have recourse to the courts to decide in
the end to start legal proceedings
recover /ri'’kava/ verb 1. to get back
something which has been lost o fo re-
cover damages from the driver of the car
o to start a court action to recover prop-
erty o He never recovered his money. o
The initial investment was never recov-
ered. 2. to get better or to rise o The mar-
ket has not recovered from the rise in oil
prices. o The stock market fell in the
morning, but recovered during the after-
noon.

recoverable /ri'kav(a)rab(a)l/ adjec-
tive being possible to get back
recovery /ri'kav(o)ri/ noun 1. the
process of getting back something which
has been lost or stolen o to start an ac-
tion for recovery of property o We are
aiming for the complete recovery of the
money invested. 2. the movement up-
wards of shares or of the economy o the
recovery of the economy after a reces-
sion o The economy showed signs of a re-
covery.

rectification / rektifi'keif(a)n/ noun
the process of making changes to a doc-
ument or register to make it correct
rectify /‘rektrfar/ verb 1. to make
changes to a document to make it correct

o The court rectified its mistake. 2. to
make something correct

recusal /ri'kju:z(o)l/ noun the dis-
qualification of a judge or jury because
of bias

red bag /red 'baeg/ noun the bag in
which a barrister carries his or her gown,
given them by a QC. ¢ blue bag

red box /red 'boks/ noun a large
briefcase covered in red leather in which
government papers are delivered to min-
isters

redeem /ri'dizm/ verb 1. to pay back
all the principal and interest on a loan, a
debt or a mortgage 2. o to redeem a
bond to sell a bond for cash
redeemable /r1'di:zmab(a)l/ adjective
being possible to sell for cash
redeemable preference shares
/r1,dizmab(a)l 'pref(o)rons feas/ plural
noun preference shares which the com-
pany may buy back from the shareholder
for cash

redemption /ri'dempfon/ noun 1. the
repayment of a loan o redemption be-
fore due date paying back a loan before
the date when repayment is due 2. the re-
payment of a debt or a mortgage
redemption date /ri'demp/on dert/
noun the date on which a loan, etc., is
due to be repaid

redemption value /ri'dempfon
veeljur/ noun the value of a security
when redeemed

red tape /,red 'teip/ noun 1. a red rib-
bon used to tie up a pile of legal docu-
ments o The application has been held
up by red tape. 2. unhelpful rules which
slow down administrative work
reduced /ri'dju:st/ adjective lower o
He received a reduced sentence on ap-
peal.

redundancy /ri'dandonsi/ noun a
state where someone is no longer em-
ployed, because the job being done is no
longer needed

redundancy payment /ri'dandansi
,pemmant/ noun a payment made to an
employee to compensate for losing his or
her job

redundant /ri'dandent/ adjective 1.
more than is needed 2. useless 3. some-
thing which is no longer needed o a re-
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dundant clause in a contract o This law
is now redundant. o The new legislation
has made clause 6 redundant. 4. o to
make someone redundant to decide
that an employee is not needed any more

redundant staff /ri,dandont 'sta:f/
noun staff who have lost their jobs be-
cause they are not needed any more

re-entry / ri: 'entri/ noun the act of go-
ing back into a property

re-examination  /ri:  1g,zemi
'nerfon/ noun the activity of asking a
witness more questions after cross-ex-
amination by counsel for the other party

re-examine / ri:ig'zemin/ verb (of a
barrister) to ask his or her own witness
more questions after the witness has
been cross-examined by counsel for the
other party

refer /r1'f3:/ verb 1. to mention, deal
with or write about something o refer-
ring to the court order dated June 4th o
We refer to your letter of May 26th. o He
referred to an article which he had seen
in ‘The Times’. o the schedule before
referred to the schedule which has been
mentioned earlier 2. to pass a problem on
to someone else to decide o fo refer a
question to a committee o We have re-
ferred your complaint to the tribunal. 3.
o the bank referred the cheque to
drawer the bank returned the cheque to
person who wrote it because there was
not enough money in the account to pay
it o ‘refer to drawer’ words written on a
cheque which a bank refuses to pay 4. (in
the EU) to pass a case to the ECJ for a
ruling (NOTE: referring — referred)

referee /refo'riz/ noun 1. somebody
who can give a report on someone’s
character, ability or speed of work, etc. o
to give someone’s name as referee o She
gave the name of her boss as a referee. o
When applying please give the names of
three referees. 2. somebody to whom a
problem is passed for a decision o The
question of maintenance payments is
with a court-appointed referee.

reference /'ref(o)rons/ noun 1. the act
of passing a problem to a someone for
his or her opinion 2. a comment that
mentions someone or something o with
reference to your letter of May 25th o
with reference to used to introduce

something that will be talked or written
about o with reference to your letter of
18th August 3. the numbers or letters giv-
en to a document which make it possible
to find it after it has been filed o our ref-
erence: SJ/JA 134 o Thank you for your
letter (reference MA 25.2). o Please
quote this reference in all correspond-
ence. o When replying please quote ref-
erence GS/km 264. 4. a written report on
someone’s character, ability, etc. o to
write someone a reference or to give
someone a reference o to ask applicants
to supply references o to ask a company
for trade references, for bank refer-
ences to ask for reports from traders or a
bank on the company’s financial status
and reputation 5. o to hear a reference
(of the ECJ) to discuss a legal point
which has been referred to them o to
make a reference (of a national court)
to ask the ECJ to decide on a legal point.
o preliminary reference 6. somebody
who reports on someone’s character,
ability, etc. o to give someone’s name as
reference o Please use me as a reference
if you wish.

referral /ri'fairal/ noun 1. the act of
passing a problem on to someone else for
a decision o the referral of the case to the
planning committee 2. (in the EU) the
action of referring a case to the ECJ

reflag /ri:'fleeg/ verb to register a ship
in a different country, giving it the right
to fly a different flag

reform /ri'fo:m/ noun a change made
to something to make it better o They
have signed an appeal for the reform of
the remand system. o The reform in the
legislation was intended to make the
court procedure more straightforward. m
verb to change something to make it bet-
ter o The group is pressing for the prison
system to be reformed. o The prisoner
has committed so many crimes of vio-
lence that he will never be reformed.

refrain /ri'fren/ verb o to refrain
from something to agree not to do
something which you were doing previ-
ously o He was asked to give an under-
taking to refrain from political activity.

refresher /ri'frefo/ noun a fee paid to
counsel for the second and subsequent
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days of a hearing o Counsel’s brief fee
was £1,000 with refreshers of £250.

regard /ri'ga:d/ noun o having regard
to, as regards, regarding concerning a
particular subject o having regard to the
opinion of the European Parliament o
Regarding the second of the accused, the
Jjury was unable to reach a majority ver-
dict.

regarding /ri'ga:diy/ preposition
concerning a particular subject o I wrote
last week regarding my appointment.

regardless /ri'ga:dlss/ adverb o re-
gardless of without concerning o Such
conduct constitutes contempt of court re-
gardless of intent. o The court takes a se-
rious view of such crimes, regardless of
the age of the accused.

regime /rer'3i:m/ noun (sometimes as
criticism) 1. a type of government o Un-
der a military regime, civil liberties may
be severely curtailed. 2. a period of rule
o Life was better under the previous re-
gime.

Regina /ri'dzaimns/ Latin word mean-
ing ‘the Queen’: the Crown or state, as a
party in legal proceedings (NOTE: In writ-
ten reports, usually abbreviated to R:
the case of R. v. Smith.)

register /'redzists/ noun an official
list o to enter something in a register o to
keep a register up to date m verb to write
something in an official list or record o to
register a company o to register a sale o
to register a property o to register a
trademark o to register a marriage or a
death

registered /'red3istod/ adjective hav-
ing been noted on an official list o a com-
pany’s registered office the address of a
company which is officially registered
with the Registrar of Companies and to
which specific legal documents must
normally be sent

registered company /redzistod
'kamp(9)ni/ noun a company which has
been properly formed and incorporated
registered land /'redzistod lend/
noun land which has been registered
with the land registry

registered letter /redzistod 'leto/,
registered parcel /,redzistad
'pa:is(9)l/ noun aletter or parcel which is

noted by the post office before it is sent,
so that compensation can be claimed if it
is lost o to send documents by registered
mail or registered post

registered office / redzistod 'nfis/
noun in Britain, the office address of a
company which is officially registered
with the Companies’ Registrar and to
which legal documents must normally be
sent

registered trade mark /redzistod
'trerd ;ma:k/ noun a name, design or
other feature which identifies a commer-
cial product, has been registered by the
maker and cannot be used by other mak-
ers o You cannot call your beds
‘Softn’kumfi’ — it is a registered trade-
mark.

registered user /redzistad 'juizo/
noun a person or company which has
been officially given a licence to use a
registered trademark

register of charges /redsisto ov
'tfa:d31z/ noun an index of charges af-
fecting land

register of debentures /redsista
av di'bentjuaz/ noun a list of deben-
tures over a company’s assets

register of directors / redsisto ov
dar'rektoz/ noun an official list of the
directors of a company which has to be
sent to the Registrar of Companies
register of electors /redzistor ov 1
'lektoz/ noun an official list of names
and addresses of people living in a spe-
cific area who are eligible to vote in local
or national elections

Register Office /redzisto 'pfis/
noun a local office where records of
births, marriages and deaths are kept and
where civil marriages can be performed
register of members /redzisto ov
‘membas/ noun a list of shareholders in
a company with their addresses
registrar /redzi'stra:/ noun 1. some-
body who keeps official records 2. an of-
ficial of a court who can hear preliminary
arguments in civil cases 3. the head of
the registry of the European Court of Jus-
tice, who is the manager of the court and
maintains the files of all pleadings
Registrar-General /,redzistra:
'dzen(a)ral/ noun an official who is re-
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sponsible for the process of registering
all births, marriages and deaths
Registrar of Companies
/;redzistra: ov 'kamp(o)niz/ noun an
official who keeps a record of all incor-
porated companies, the details of their
directors and financial state

registrar of trademarks
/;redzistra: ov trerd'ma:ks/ noun an
official who keeps a record of all trade-
marks

registration /redzi'streif(o)n/ noun
the act of having something noted on an
official list o registration of a trademark
or of a share transaction

registration fee /redzi'streif(o)n
fir/ noun 1. money paid to have some-
thing registered 2. money paid to attend
a conference

registration number  /reds:
'strerf(9)n ,namba/ noun an official
number of something which has been
registered such as a car
registry /'redszistri/ noun 1. a place
where official records are kept 2. the reg-
istering of a ship 3. (in the EU) an office
which administers the ECJ
regulate /'regjuleit/ verb 1. to adjust
something so that it works well or is cor-
rect 2. to change or maintain something
by law o prices are regulated by supply
and demand prices are increased or low-
ered according to supply and demand
regulation /regju'leif(a)n/ noun the
act of making sure that something will
work well o The regulation of trading
practices.
regulations /regju'leif(o)nz/ plural
noun 1. rules made by ministers, which
then have to be submitted to Parliament
for approval o the new government regu-
lations on standards for electrical goods
o safety regulations which apply to plac-
es of work o regulations concerning im-
ports and exports 2. rules laid down by
the Council or Commission of the Euro-
pean Communities, according to the Eu-
ropean Union treaties, which are binding
on all Member States of the EU without
any implementing legislation being
passed. Compare directive

COMMENT: Regulations are binding on

people in general as citizens of Mem-

ber States of the EU; they have a di-

rect effect on all Member States and

on all citizens of Member States.
regulatory /'regjulst(e)ri/ adjective
making something work according to
law o The independent radio and televi-
sion companies are supervised by a reg-
ulatory body. o Complaints are referred
to several regulatory bodies.

rehabilitate /ri:o'bilitert/ verb to
help a criminal become a responsible
member of society again

rehabilitation / rizabilr'terf(a)n/
noun the process of making someone fit
to be a member of society again o reha-
bilitation of offenders the principle
whereby a person convicted of a crime
and being of good character after a peri-
od of time is treated as if he or she had
not had a conviction
COMMENT: By the Rehabilitation of Of-
fenders Act, 1974, a person who is
convicted of an offence, and then
spends a period of time without com-
mitting any other offence, is not re-
quired to reveal that he has a previous
conviction.
rehear /ri:'hes/ verb to hear a case
again when the first hearing was in some
way invalid
rehearing /ri:'hearig/ noun the hear-
ing of a case again
reinsurance /ri:in' [uarans/ nounin-
surance where a second insurer (the rein-
surer) agrees to cover part of the risk in-
sured by the first insurer

reject /ri'dzekt/ verb 1. to refuse to ac-
cept something o The appeal was reject-
ed by the House of Lords. o The magis-
trate rejected a request from the defend-
ant. o the company rejected the
takeover bid the directors recommend-
ed that the shareholders should not ac-
cept the bid 2. to say that something is
not satisfactory

rejection /ri'dzekfon/ noun a refusal
to accept o the rejection of the defend-
ant’s request o the rejection of the appeal
by the tribunal

rejoinder /ri'dzoindo/ noun formerly,
a plea served in answer to a claimant’s
reply

related /r1'lertid/ adjective connected,
linked, being of the same family o of-
fences related to drugs or drug-related
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offences o the law which relates to
drunken driving

related company /r1 lertid
'kamp(9)ni/ noun a company which is
partly owned by another company

relation /r1'lerf(a)n/ noun 1. o in rela-
tion to referring to or connected with o
documents in relation to the case o the
court’s powers in relation to children in
care 2. a procedure by which, for legal
purposes, an act is deemed to have been
done at an earlier time than was actually
the case m plural noun 1. relations links
with other people or other groups. v in-
dustrial relations 2. o to enter into re-
lations with someone to start discussing
a business deal with someone o to break
off relations with someone to stop deal-
ing with someone

relation back /r1'leif(o)n bak/ noun
the ability of the administrator of an es-
tate to take action to recover funds which
were removed from the estate in the in-
terval between the death and the grant of
administration

relator /r1'leits/ noun a private person
who suggests to the Attorney-General
that proceedings should be brought, usu-
ally against a public body

release /r1'lits/ noun 1. an act of set-
ting someone free, or allowing someone
to leave prison 2. the abandoning of
rights by someone in favour of someone
else m verb 1. to free someone or some-
thing, or allow someone to leave prison o
The president released the opposition
leader from prison. o Customs released
the goods against payment of a fine. o to
release someone from a debt, from a
contract to make someone no longer lia-
ble for the debt or for the obligations un-
der the contract 2. to make something
public o The company released informa-
tion about the new mine in Australia. o
The government has refused to release
figures for the number of unemployed
women.

release on licence /rilizs bn
'lars(o)ns/ noun permission to leave
prison on parole o The appellant will be
released on licence after eight months.

relevance /'relov(o)ns/ noun a con-
nection with a subject being discussed o

Counsel argued with the judge over the
relevance of the documents to the case.

relevant/'relov(a)nt/ adjective having
to do with what is being discussed o The
question is not relevant to the case. o
Which is the relevant government de-
partment? o Can you give me the rele-
vant papers?

reliable /ri'larab(o)l/ adjective being
able to be trusted o He is a reliable wit-
ness or the witness is completely reliable.
o The police have reliable information
about the gang’s movements.

relief /r1'li:f/ noun a remedy sought by
a claimant in a legal action o The relief
the claimant sought was an injunction
and damages.

rem /rem/ » in rem

remainder /ri'meinda/ noun 1. some-
thing left behind o The remainder of the
stock will be sold off at half price. 2.
what is left of an estate, or the right to an
estate which will return to the owner at
the end of a lease m verb o to remainder
books to sell new books off cheaply

remainderman /ri'memndaman/
noun somebody who receives the re-
mainder of an estate

remand /ri'ma:nd/ noun the act of
sending a prisoner away for a time when
a case is adjourned to be heard at a later
date m verb 1. to send a prisoner away to
reappear later to answer a case which has
been adjourned o he was remanded in
custody, remanded on bail for two
weeks he was sent to prison or allowed
to go free on payment of bail while wait-
ing to return to court two weeks later 2.
US to send a case back to a lower court
after a higher court has given an opinion
on it

remand centre /ri'ma:nd sento/
noun a special prison for keeping young
persons who have been remanded in cus-
tody

remanded in custody /r1,ma:ndid
n 'kastadi/ noun remanded to be kept
in prison until the trial starts

remedy /'remadi/ noun a way of re-
pairing harm or damage suffered o The
claimant is seeking remedy through the
courts. m verb to help repair harm or
damage
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remission /ri'mif(e)n/ noun the re-
duction of a prison sentence o He was
sentenced to five years, but should serve
only three with remission. o She got six
months’ remission for good behaviour.

remit noun /'ri:mit/ an area of respon-
sibility given to someone o This depart-
ment can do nothing on the case as it is
not part of our remit or it is beyond our
remit. m verb /r1'mit/ 1. to reduce a pris-
on sentence 2. to send money o fo remit
by cheque (NOTE: remitting — remitted)
remittance /ri'mit(o)ns/ noun money
that is sent o Please send remittances to
the treasurer. o The family lives on a
weekly remittance from their father in the
USA.

remote /ri'mout/ adjective too far to
be connected o The court decided that
the damage was too remote to be recov-
erable by the claimant.

remoteness /ri'mautnas/ noun the
fact of not being connected or relevant to
something o remoteness of damage le-
gal principle that damage that is insuffi-
ciently connected or foreseeable by a de-
fendant should not make the defendant
liable to the claimant

render /'rends/ verb 1. to provide
something 2. to make someone or some-
thing become something o Failure to ob-
serve the conditions of bail renders the
accused liable to arrest. o The state of
health of the witness renders his appear-
ance in court impossible. 3. to officially
announce a judgment or verdict o The
Jjury rendered a guilty verdict.

renew /ri'njui/ verbto grant something
again so that it continues for a further pe-
riod of time o fo renew a bill of exchange
or to renew a lease o to renew a sub-
scription to pay a subscription for anoth-
er year o to renew an insurance policy
to pay the premium for another year’s in-
surance

renewal /ri'nju:al/ noun the act of re-
newing o renewal of a lease or of a sub-
scription or of a bill o The lease is up for
renewal next month. o When is the re-
newal date of the bill?

renewal notice /ri'nju:ol ,noutrs/
noun a note sent by an insurance compa-
ny asking the insured person to renew the
insurance

renewal premium /ri'njuzal
prirmiom/ noun a premium to be paid
to renew an insurance
renounce /r1'navns/ verb to give up a
right or a planned action o The govern-
ment has renounced the use of force in
dealing with international terrorists.
rent /rent/ noun money paid, or occa-
sionally a service provided, in return for
using something such as an office, house,
factory, car or piece of equipment for a
period of time o high rent, low rent ex-
pensive or cheap rent
rent action /'rent ,&kfon/ noun pro-
ceedings to obtain payment of rent owing
rental /'rent(a)l/ noun money paid to
use something such as an office, house,
factory, car or piece of equipment for a
period of time
rental income /rent(s)l ,inkam/
noun income from letting property
rent allowance /'rent 5 lavons/ noun
a state subsidy paid to people who do not
have enough income to pay their rents
rental value /'rent(a)l ,vaelju:/ noun
the full value of the rent for a property if
it were charged at the current market
rate, i.e. calculated between rent reviews
rentcharge /'renttfa:d3/ noun pay-
ment of rental on freehold land
COMMENT: Rare except in the case of
covenants involving land.
rent controls /'rent kon,travlz/ plu-
ral noun government regulation of rents
charged by landlords
rent review /'rent r1,vju:/ noun an in-
crease in rents which is carried out dur-
ing the term of a lease. Most leases allow
for rents to be reviewed every three or
five years.
rent tribunal /'rent trarbjuin(o)l/
noun a court which adjudicates in dis-
putes about rents and awards fair rents
renunciation /r1,nansi'e1f(a)n/ noun
the act of giving up aright, especially the
ownership of shares
reoffend /ri:o'fend/ verb to commit
an offence again o He came out of prison
and immediately reoffended.
reoffender /ri:o'fenda/ noun some-
body who commits an offence again
reopen /ri:'aupan/ verb 1. to start in-
vestigating a case again o After receiving
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new evidence, the police have reopened
the murder inquiry. 2. to start an activity
such as a hearing or inquiry again o The
hearing reopened on Monday afternoon.

reorganisation /riz,o1gonar
'ze1f(9)n/, reorganization noun the ac-
tion of organising a company in a differ-
ent way. In the USA, a bankrupt compa-
ny applies to be treated under Chapter 11
to be protected from its creditors while it
is being reorganised. (NOTE: In the USA,
a bankrupt company applies to be
treated under Chapter 11 to be protect-
ed from its creditors while it is being re-
organised.)

repairer’s lien /ri'pearoz \lizn/ noun
the right of someone who has been carry-
ing out repairs to keep the goods until the
repair bill has been paid (NOTE: You have
a lien on an item.)

repatriate /ri:'patriert/ verb to force
someone to leave the country he or she is
living in and go back to their country of
birth

repatriation /ri:,patri'erf(o)n/ noun
1. the act of forcing someone to return to
their own country 2. the return of foreign
investments, profits, etc., to the home
country of their owner

repeal /r1'pi:l/ noun the act of saying
that a law is no longer valid o pressing
for the repeal of the Immigration Act m
verb to say officially that a law no longer
has legal authority o The Bill seeks to re-
peal the existing legislation. o Member
States must repeal national legislation
which conflicts with Community legisla-
tion.
COMMENT: Since the UK does not
have a written constitution, all EC law
has to be incorporated into UK law by
acts of Parliament. Since no act of one
parliament can be considered binding
on another parliament, these acts can
in theory be repealed by subsequent
parliaments. No parliament can bind
subsequent parliaments to the princi-
ple of the supremacy of EC law.
repeat /r1'piit/ verb o to repeat an of-
fence to commit an offence again
repetition /rep1'tif(o)n/ noun the act
of repeating something o Repetition of a
libel is an offence.
replevin /ri'plevin/ noun an action
brought to obtain possession of goods

which have been seized, by paying off a
judgment debt

reply /ri'plar/ noun 1. a written state-
ment by a claimant in a civil case in an-
swer to the defendant’s defence. The re-
ply must be filed at the same time as the
claimant files his allocation question-
naire. 2. a speech by prosecution counsel
or counsel for the claimant which an-
swers claims made by the defence m verb
1. to answer claims made by an opponent
2. to give an opposing view in a discus-
sion

report /r1'po:t/ noun 1. a statement de-
scribing what has happened or describ-
ing a state of affairs o fo make a report or
to present a report or to send in a report
o The court heard a report from the pro-
bation officer. o The chairman has re-
ceived a report from the insurance com-
pany. o the company’s annual report,
the chairman’s report, the directors’
report document sent each year by the
chairman of a company or the directors
to the shareholders, explaining what the
company has done during the year o the
treasurer’s report document from the
honorary treasurer of a society to explain
the financial state of the society to its
members 2. o a report in a newspaper,
a newspaper report article or news item
3. an official document from a govern-
ment committee o The government has
issued a report on the problems of inner
city violence. m verb to make a statement
describing something o The probation
officer reported on the progress of the
two young criminals. o He reported the
damage to the insurance company. o We
asked the bank to report on his financial
status. o reporting restrictions were
lifted journalists were allowed to report
details of the case

reported case /r1,po:tid 'kers/ noun
a case which has been reported in the
Law Reports because of its importance
as a precedent

reporting restrictions /r1,po:tip r1
'strik[(a)ns/ plural noun restrictions on
information about a case which can be
reported in newspapers

repossess /riipa'zes/ verb to take
back an item which someone is buying
under a hire-purchase agreement or a
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property which someone is buying under
a mortgage because the purchaser cannot
continue the repayments

repossession /ri:pa'zef(a)n/ noun
the act of repossessing something, such
as taking possession of a mortgaged
property where the purchaser cannot
continue the mortgage repayments

represent /repri'zent/ verb 1. to state
or to show o He was represented as a
man of great honour. 2. to act on behalf
of someone o The defendant is represent-
ed by his solicitor.

representation /reprizen'terf(o)n/
noun 1. a statement, especially a state-
ment made to persuade someone to enter
into a contract 2. o to make representa-
tions to complain 3. the process of being
represented by a solicitor o the appli-
cant had no legal representation he had
no lawyer to represent him in court 4. a
system where the people of a country
elect representatives to a Parliament
which governs the country

Representation of the People
Act /reprizenteif(a)n av 39 'pirp(a)l
.&kt/ noun an Act of Parliament which
states how elections must be organised

representative /,repri'zentativ/
noun somebody who represents another
person o The court heard the representa-
tive of the insurance company.

reprieve /ri'prizv/ noun temporarily
stopping the carrying out of a sentence or
court order m verb to stop a sentence or
order being carried out o He was sen-
tenced to death but was reprieved by the
president.

reprimand /'reprima:nd/ noun an of-
ficial criticism o The police officer re-
ceived an official reprimand after the in-
quiry into the accident. m verbto criticise
someone officially o He was reprimand-
ed by the magistrate.

reproduction /,rizpra'dakf(a)n/
noun the process of making a copy of
something o The reproduction of copy-
right material without the permission of
the copyright holder is banned by law.

republication  /ri:,pabli'kerf(o)n/
noun the action of publishing a will
again

republish /ri:'pablif/ verb to make an
existing will valid again from the date of
republication. This makes possessions
acquired since the will was originally
made fall within the dispositions of the
will.

repudiate /ri'pju:diert/ verb to refuse
to accept o to repudiate an agreement,
a contract to refuse to perform one’s ob-
ligations under an agreement or contract
repudiation /r1,pju:di'erf(o)n/ noun
1. a refusal to accept 2. a refusal to per-
form one’s obligations under an agree-
ment or contract

reputable /'repjutob(a)l/ adjective
with a good reputation o a reputable firm
of accountants o We use only reputable
carriers.

reputation / repju'terf(o)n/ noun the
opinion of someone or something held
by other people o company with a repu-
tation for quality o She has a reputation
for being difficult to negotiate with.

requesting state /ri'kwestiy stert/
noun a state which is seeking the extra-
dition of someone from another state

requisition /rekwri'zif(e)n/ verb to
take private property into the ownership
of the state for the state to use o The army
requisitioned all the trucks to carry sup-
plies.
requisition on title /rekwizif(o)n
pn 'tart(a)l/ noun a request to the ven-
dor of a property for details of the title to
the property
res /rez/ noun a Latin word meaning
‘thing’ or ‘matter’
resale price maintenance /ri:,seil
'prais ,meintonans/ noun a system
where the price for an item is fixed by the
manufacturer and the retailer is not al-
lowed to sell it for a lower price. Abbre-
viation RPM
COMMENT: This system applies in the
UK to certain products only, such as
newspapers.
rescind /ri'sind/ verb to annul or to
cancel o fo rescind a contract or an
agreement o The committee rescinded its
earlier resolution on the use of council
premises.

rescission /r1's13(a)n/ noun 1. a can-
cellation of a contract 2. US an item in an
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appropriation bill which cancels money
previously appropriated but not spent

rescue /'reskjui/ verb to save some-

one from injury or death
COMMENT: If a rescuer is injured while
rescuing someone from danger
caused by the defendant’s negligence,
the defendant may be liable for dam-
ages to the rescuer as well as to the
person rescued.

research institute /ri's3itf

,Inst1tjurt/ noun an organisation set up
to do research

reservation /,rezo'verf(o)n/ noun the
act of keeping something back o reser-
vation of title clause clause in a contract
whereby the seller provides that title to
the goods does not pass to the buyer until
the buyer has paid for them. ) Romalpa
clause

reserve /r1'zs:v/ noun a supply of
something that might be needed in future
oin reserve kept to be used at a later date
m verb 1. to ask for a room, table or seat
to be kept free for you o I want to reserve
a table for four people. o Can you re-
serve a seat for me on the train to Glas-
gow? 2. to keep something back o to re-
serve one’s defence not to present any
defence at a preliminary hearing, but to
wait until full trial o to reserve judg-
ment not to pass judgment immediately,
but keep it back until later so that the
judge has time to consider the case o to
reserve the right to do something to in-
dicate that you consider that you have the
right to do something, and intend to use
that right in the future o He reserved the
right to cross-examine witnesses. o We
reserve the right to appeal against the
tribunal’s decision.

reserve currency /r1'z3:iv karonsi/
noun a strong currency held by other
countries to support their own weaker
currencies

reserve for bad debts /ri,za:v fo
,baed 'dets/ noun money kept by a com-
pany to cover debts which may not be
paid

reserve fund /ri'zaiv fand/ noun
profits in a business which have not been
paid out as dividend but which have been
ploughed back into the business

res gestae /reiz 'dzestar/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘things which have
been done’

reside /ri'zaid/ verb to live in a place

residence /rezid(o)ns/ noun 1. a
place where someone lives o He has a
country residence where he spends his
weekends. 2. the act of living or operat-
ing officially in a country
COMMENT: In the European Union, a
residence permit is a document which
permits the holder to live in a country
while not being a citizen of that coun-
try. Normally a residence permit is val-
id for five years and can be renewed
automatically. A residence permit is
not withdrawn if the person becomes
unemployed involuntarily (if a worker
gives up his job and makes no effort to
find another, his residence permit may
be withdrawn).
residence permit /'rezid(o)ns
,p3:mit/ noun an official document al-
lowing a non-resident to live in a country
o He has applied for a residence permit.
o She was granted a residence permit for
one year.

resident /'rezid(o)nt/ adjective living
or operating in a country o The company
is resident in France. o person ordinar-
ily resident in the UK somebody who
normally lives in the UK m noun a person
living in a country

resident alien /rezid(o)nt 'eilion/
noun an alien who has permission to live
in a country without having citizenship

residual /r1'zidjusl/ adjective remain-
ing after everything else has gone

residuary /ri'zidjuori/ adjective re-
ferring to what is left

residuary body /ri'zidjuori ,bodi/
noun a body set up to administer the end-
ing of a local authority and to manage
those of its functions which have not
been handed over to other authorities

residuary devise /ri,zidjuori di
'vaiz/ noun devise to someone of what is
left of the testator’s property after other
devises have been made and taxes have
been paid

residuary devisee /r1,zidjuori
(dirvar'zii/ noun somebody who re-
ceives the rest of the land when the other
bequests have been made
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residuary estate /r1,zidjuori 1'stert/
noun 1. the estate of a dead person which
has not been bequeathed in his will 2.
what remains of an estate after the debts
have been paid and bequests have been
made

residuary legacy /r1,zidjuori
'legasi/ noun a legacy of what remains
of an estate after debts, taxes and other
legacies have been paid

residuary legatee /r1,zidjuori ,lego
'tit/ noun somebody who receives the
rest of the personal property after specif-
ic legacies have been made

residue /'rezi,dju:/ noun what is left
over, especially what is left of an estate
after debts and bequests have been made
o After paying various bequests the resi-
due of his estate was split between his
children.

resign /ri'zain/ verbto leave a job o He
resigned from his post as treasurer. o He
has resigned with effect from July 1st. o
She resigned as Education Minister.

res ipsa loquitur /reiz ,ipso
'Ipkwito/ phrase a Latin phrase mean-
ing ‘the matter speaks for itself’: a situa-
tion where the facts seem so obvious,
that it is for the defendant to prove he or
she was not negligent rather than for the
claimant to prove his or her claim
resisting arrest /ri,zistigp o'rest/
noun the offence of refusing to allow
yourself to be arrested

res judicata /reiz ,dzu:dr'keto/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘matter
on which a judgment has been given’

resolution /rezo'lu:f(a)n/ noun the
action of solving a dispute o The aim of
the small claims track is the rapid reso-
lution of disputes.
COMMENT: There are three types or
resolution which can be put to an
AGM: the ‘ordinary resolution’, usually
referring to some general procedural
matter, and which requires a simple
majority of votes; and the ‘extraordi-
nary resolution’ and ‘special resolu-
tion’, such as a resolution to change a
company’s articles of association in
some way, both of which need 75% of
the votes before they can be carried.

resort /r1'zo:t/ verb o to resort to to
come to use o He had to resort to threats
of court action to get repayment of the

money owing. o Workers must not resort
to violence in industrial disputes.

respect /ri'spekt/ noun o with re-
spect to, in respect of concerning o his
right to an indemnity in respect of earlier
payments o The defendant counter-
claimed for loss and damage in respect
of a machine sold to him by the claimant.

respondeat superior /1
,spondeizet su'perioy/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘let the superior be re-
sponsible’: rule that a principal is re-
sponsible for actions of the agent or the
employer for actions of the employee

respondent /ri'spondont/ noun 1.
the other side in a case which is the sub-
ject of an appeal 2. a person against
whom an order is sought by an applica-
tion notice 3. somebody who answers a
petition, especially one who is being
sued for divorce » ) co-respondent

responsible for /ri'sponsib(o)l for/
noun being in charge of or being in con-
trol of o The tenant is responsible for all
repairs to the building. o The consignee
is held responsible for the goods he has
received on consignment. o She was re-
sponsible for a series of thefts from offic-
es.

responsible government /r1
,spponsib(d)l 'gav(e)nmont/ noun a
form of government which acts in ac-
cordance with the wishes of the people
and which is accountable to Parliament
for its actions

responsible to someone /r1
,sponsib(a)l ta 'samwan/ noun being
under someone’s authority o Magistrates
are responsible to the Lord Chancellor.

restitutio in integrum /restr
turtiou 1n In'tegrom/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘returning everything to
the state as it was before’

restitution / restr'tju:f(o)n/ noun 1.
the return of property which has been il-
legally obtained o The court ordered the
restitution of assets to the company. 2.
compensation or payment for damage or
loss

restitution order /resti'tju:[(o)n
,o1da/ noun a court order asking for
property to be returned to someone
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restrain /ri'stremn/ verb 1. to control or
to hold someone back o The prisoner
fought and had to be restrained by two
policemen. 2. to tell someone not to do
something o The court granted the
claimant an injunction restraining the
defendant from breaching copyright.

restraining order /ri'stremiy ,o:do/
noun a court order which tells a defend-
ant not to do something while the court is
still taking a decision

restraint /ri'streint/ noun control

restraint of trade /ristremt ov
'trerd/ noun 1. a situation where an em-
ployee is not allowed to move to another
job in the same trade because the experi-
ence acquired with the present employer
might be sensitive or unfairly beneficial
to the new employer 2. an attempt by
companies to fix prices, create monopo-
lies or reduce competition, which could
affect free trade

restriction /ri'strik[(a)n/ noun some-
thing that limits what can happen or what
someone can do o to impose restric-
tions on imports, on credit to start lim-
iting imports or credit o to lift credit re-
strictions to allow credit to be given
freely o reporting restrictions were
lifted journalists were allowed to report
details of the case

restrictive /ri'striktiv/ adjective lim-
iting

restrictive covenant /ristriktiv
'kavanont/ noun a clause in a contract
which prevents someone from doing
something

restrictive practices /r1striktiv
'preektisiz/ plural noun ways of work-
ing which exclude free competition in re-
lation to the supply of goods or labour in
order to maintain high prices or wages

Restrictive Practices Court /r1
,striktiv 'praektisiz koit/ nouna court
which decides in cases of restrictive
practices

retail /'rizterl/ noun the sale of small
quantities of goods to individual custom-
ers

retailer /'rizterls/ noun a person who
runs a business that sells goods to the
public

retail price /'rizteil \prais/ noun the
price at which the retailer sells to the fi-
nal customer

retail shop /'ri:teil fop/ noun a shop
where goods are sold only to the public

retain /ri'temn/ verb o to retain a law-
yer to act for you to agree with a lawyer
that he or she will act for you (and pay a
fee in advance)

retained income /ri,teind 'mkam/
noun profit which is not distributed to
the shareholders as dividend

retainer /ri'temna/ noun 1. a fee paid to
a barrister 2. money paid in advance to
someone when they are not actively
working for you so that they will work
for you on the occasions when they are
needed o We pay him a retainer of £1,000
per annum.

retiral /ri'taroral/ noun Scotland, US
same as retirement

retire /ri'tars/ verb 1. to stop work and
take a pension o She retired with a
£6,000 pension. o The chairman of the
company retired at the age of 65. o The
shop is owned by a retired policeman. 2.
to make an employee stop work and take
a pension o They decided to retire all
staff over 50 years of age. 3. to come to
the end of an elected term of office o The
treasurer retires after six years. o Two re-
tiring directors offer themselves for re-
election. 4. to go away from a court for a
period of time o The magistrates retired
to consider their verdict. o The jury re-
tired for four hours.

retirement /ri'tatomont/ noun 1. the
act of retiring from work o to take early
retirement to leave work before the usu-
al age 2. (of a jury) the act of leaving a
courtroom to consider a verdict

retirement age /rr'taromont erdz/
noun the age at which people retire (in
the UK usually 65 for men and 60 for
women) (NOTE: In the UK, this is usually
65 for men and 60 for women.)
retirement pension /rr'taromont
.penfan/ noun a state pension given to a
man who is over 65 or woman who is
over 60

retirement plan /ri'tatomont plen/
noun a plan set up to provide a person for
someone when he or she retires
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retiring age /r'taroriy erds/ noun the
age at which people retire (in the UK
usually 65 for men and 60 for women)
(NOTE: In the UK, this is usually 65 for
men and 60 for women.)

retrial /'riz,trarol/ noun a new trial o
The Court of Appeal ordered a retrial.

retroactive /retrov'ektiv/ adjective
taking effect from a time in the past o
They received a pay rise retroactive to
last January.

retroactively /retrouv'ektivli/ ad-
verb going back to a time in the past

retrospective /retrou'spektiv/ ad-
jective going back in time o Legislation
is enacted with the presumption that it
should not be retrospective. o with ret-
rospective effect applying to a past peri-
od

retrospective legislation
/,retrouspektiv ledzi'slerf(a)n/ noun
an Act of Parliament which applies to the
period before the Act was passed

retrospectively /retrou'spektivli/
adverb in a retrospective way o The rul-
ing is applied retrospectively.

retry / rii'trai/ verb to try a case a sec-
ond time o The court ordered the case to
be retried.

return /r1't3ain/ noun o to make a re-
turn to the tax office, to make an in-
come tax return to send a statement of
income to the tax office o to fill in a VAT
return to complete the form showing
VAT income and expenditure

return address /r1't3:n 9,dres/ noun
an address to send back something
return on investment /r1,t3:n on i
'vestmont/ noun profit shown as a per-
centage of money invested

reus » actus reus

revenue expenditure /revonju: 1k
'spendit o/ noun the day-to-day costs
of a council such as salaries and wages,
maintenance of buildings, etc.

revenue officer /'revonju: ,ofiso/
noun somebody working in a govern-
ment tax office

reversal /r1'vais(d)l/ noun 1. the
change of a decision to the opposite o
The reversal of the High Court ruling by
the Court of Appeal. 2. a change from be-

ing profitable to unprofitable o The com-
pany suffered a reversal in the Far East.

reverse /r1'vs:s/ adjective opposite, in
the opposite direction m verb to change a
decision to the opposite one o The Ap-
peal Court reversed the decision of the
High Court.

reverse charge call /r1,va:s t[a:d3
'ko:l/ noun a telephone call where the
person receiving the call agrees to pay
for it

reverse takeover /r1,va:s 'tetkouvo/
noun a takeover where the company
which has been taken over ends up own-
ing the company which has taken it over

reversion /ri'vs:[(9)n/ noun the re-
turn of property to an original owner
when a lease expires o he has the rever-
sion of the estate he will receive the es-
tate when the present lease ends or when
the present owner dies

reversionary /r1'va:[(a)n(o)ri/ adjec-
tive referring to property which passes to
another owner on the death of the present
one

reversionary annuity /1
v3if(e)n(o)ri 9'njuriti/ noun an annui-
ty paid to someone on the death of anoth-
er person

reversionary right /r1,vs:[(o)n(o)ri
'rait/ noun the right of a writer’s heir to
his or her copyrights after his or her
death

revert /r1'vs:t/ verb to go back to the
previous state or owner o The property
reverts to its original owner in 2010.

review /ri'vjui/ noun a general exami-
nation of something again o fo conduct a
review of sentencing policy o The coro-
ner asked for a review of police proce-
dures. m verb to examine something gen-
erally o A committee has been appointed
to review judicial salaries. o The High
Court has reviewed the decision.
revise /ri'vaiz/ verb to change a docu-
ment, decision or opinion in some way o
The judge revised his earlier decision not
to consider a submission from defence
counsel.

revision /r1'viz(o)n/ noun the act of
changing something o The Lord Chan-
cellor has proposed a revision of the di-
vorce procedures.
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right of survivorship

revival /ri'vaiv(e)l/ noun the act of
making a will that has been revoked but
not destroyed valid again

revive /r1'varv/ verb to make a revoked
will become valid again

revocable /revokob(a)l/ adjective
being able to be revoked. Opposite irrev-
ocable (NOTE: The opposite is irrevo-
cable.)

revocandi » animus revocandi

revocation /revou'keif(e)n/ noun
the act of cancelling a permission, right,
agreement, offer or will
COMMENT: A will may be revoked by
marriage, by writing another will which
changes the dispositions of the first
one, or by destroying the will intention-
ally.
revoke /r1'vouk/ verb to cancel a per-
mission, right, agreement, offer or will o
to revoke a clause in an agreement o The
treaty on fishing rights has been revoked.

reward /r1'wo:d/ noun a payment giv-
en to someone who does a service such
as finding something which has been lost
or giving information about something o
She offered a £50 reward to anyone who
found her watch. o The police have of-
fered a reward for information about the
man seen at the bank.

Rex /reks/ Latin word meaning ‘the
King’: the Crown or state, as a party in
legal proceedings (NOTE: In written re-
ports, usually abbreviated to R: the
case of R. v. Smith.)

rfp abbreviation reasonable financial
provision

rider /'rarda/ noun 1. a clause added to
a document such as contract or report 2.
US aclause attached to a bill, which may
have nothing to do with the subject of the
bill, but which the sponsor hopes will
help the bill to pass into law more easily

right /rart/ noun a legal entitlement to
something o right of renewal of a con-
tract o She has a right to the property. o
He has no right to the patent. o The staff
have a right to know what the company is
doing.

rightful /'rartf(e)l/ adjective legally
correct

rightful claimant / rartf(a)l
'klermoent/ noun somebody who has a
legal claim to something

rightful owner /raitf(o)l 'ouno/
noun the legal owner
Right Honourable / rart

'pn(a)rab(a)l/ noun the title given to
members of the Privy Council (NOTE:
usually written Hon.: the Hon. Member;
the Rt. Hon. William Smith, M.P)
right of abode / rait ov o'baud/ noun
the right to live in a country

right of audience / rait ov 'o:dions/
noun the right to speak to a court, which
can be used by the parties in the case or
their legal representatives o A barrister
has right of audience in any court in
England and Wales. (NOTE: Solicitors
now have right of audience in some
courts.)
COMMENT: Solicitors have a right of
audience in a limited number of courts.
Solicitor-advocates have the same
rights of audience as barristers.
right of centre /rait ov 'sents/ ad-
jective tending towards conservatism o a
left-of-centre political group o The Cab-
inet is formed mainly of right-of-centre
supporters of the Prime Minister. (NOTE:
usually used with the: The centre com-
bined with the right to defeat the mo-
tion.)
right of establishment /rait ov 1
'staeblifmont/ noun the right of an EC
citizen to live and work in any EC coun-
try
right of re-entry /rart ov ri'entri/
noun 1. the right of a landlord to take
back possession of the property if the
tenant breaks his agreement 2. the right
of a person resident in a country to go
back into that country after leaving it for
a time
right of reply /rart ov ri'plar/ noun
the right of someone to answer claims
made by an opponent o He demanded the
right of reply to the newspaper allega-
tions.
right of silence /rart ov 'sailons/
noun the right of an accused not to say
anything when charged with a criminal
offence
right of survivorship /rart ov so
'varva[ip/ noun a right of the survivor
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of ajoint tenancy to the estate rather than
of the heirs of the deceased tenant (also)
(NOTE: The right of survivorship is also
called by its Latin name: jus accrescen-
di.)

right of way /rart ov 'wer/ noun the
right to go lawfully along a path on an-
other person’s land

right to enter / rart to 'ento/ nounthe
right of a EU citizen to go into another
EU country to look for work

right to reside / rait to ri'zaid/ noun
one of the fundamental rights of citizens
and workers in the European Union, the
right of living in any another EU Mem-
ber State

rigor mortis / rigo 'mo:tis/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘stiffening of the
dead’: a state where a dead body be-
comes stiff some time after death, which
can allow a pathologist to estimate the
time of death in some cases

ring /rig/ verb to alter chassis or engine
numbers on a car, so as to falsify its ori-
gin

riot /'rarat/ noun a notifiable offence
when three or more people meet illegally
and plan to use force to achieve their
aims or to frighten the public m verb to
form an illegal group to use force
rioter /'rarota/ noun somebody who
takes part in a riot o Rioters attacked the
banks and post offices.

riotous assembly /ramtos o
'sembli/ noun formerly, a meeting of
twelve or more people who come togeth-
er to use force to achieve their aims or
frighten other people

riparian /rar'peorion/ adjective refer-
ring to the bank of a river

riparian rights /rar'pesrion raits/
plural noun the rights that apply to peo-
ple who own land on the bank of a river,
e.g. the right to fish in the river

risk /risk/ noun 1. possible harm, loss
or chance of danger o at risk in a situa-
tion where something bad or dangerous
is likely to happen o His careless driving
had put his passengers as well as other
road-users at risk. o The school was
known to be at risk of flooding. o at own-
er’s risk a situation in which goods
shipped or stored are the responsibility

of the owner, not of the shipping compa-
ny or storage company o to run a risk or
run the risk of something to be likely to
suffer harm o She knew she was running
a risk in not reporting the accident. o In
allowing him to retain his passport, the
court runs the risk of the accused leaving
the country. 2. loss or damage against
which you are insured o he is a bad risk
it is likely that an insurance company
will have to pay out compensation as far
as he is concerned o He is likely to die
soon, so is a bad risk for an insurance
company

road rage /'roud reid3/ noun a violent
attack by a driver on another car or its
driver, caused by anger at the way the
other driver has been driving o There
have been several incidents of road rage
lately. o In the latest road rage attack, the
driver leapt out of his car and knocked a
cyclist to the ground.

road tax /'roud taeks/ noun an annual
tax levied on cars and other vehicles
rob /rob/ verb to steal something from
someone, usually violently o They
robbed a bank in London and stole a car
to make their getaway. o The gang
robbed shopkeepers in the centre of the
town. (NOTE: robbing — robbed. Note
also that you rob someone of some-
thing.)

robber /'roba/ noun somebody who
robs people

robbery /'robori/ noun 1. the offence
of stealing something from someone us-
ing force or threatening to use force 2.
the act of stealing something with vio-
lence o He committed three petrol station
robberies in two days.

robbery with violence /,robori wid
'varalons/ noun the offence of stealing
goods and harming someone at the same
time

rogatory letter /'rogot(o)ri leto/
noun a letter of request to a court in an-
other country, asking for evidence to be
taken from someone under that court’s
jurisdiction

rolling contract / roulip 'kontrakt/
noun 1. a contract for a period of more
than one year that is renewed annually
for the same period, subject to a favoura-
ble review 2. a contract that is open-end-
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ed and runs until one of the contracting
parties cancels it

Roll of Solicitors /rouvl ov so
'lisitoz/ noun a list of admitted solici-
tors

roll over /raul 'suva/ verb o to roll
over credit to make credit available over
a continuing period

Romalpa clause /rou'molps  klo:z/
noun a clause in a contract, whereby the
seller provides that title to the goods does
not pass to the buyer until the buyer has
paid for them
COMMENT: Called after the case of
Aluminium Industrie Vaassen BV v.
Romalpa Ltd.
Roman law /'rouvmen 1o:/ noun the set
of laws which existed in the Roman Em-
pire
COMMENT: Roman law is the basis of
the laws of many European countries
but has had only negligible and indi-
rect influence on the development of
English law.
Rome Convention /roum kon
'ven[(e)n/ noun a copyright convention
signed in Rome, covering the rights of
record producers, musical performers,
broadcasters and television companies,
etc.

root of title /ru:t ov 'tart(e)l/ noun
the basic title deed which proves that a
vendor has the right to sell a property

ROR abbreviation US release on recog-
nizance

rotation /rou'terf(o)n/ noun the activ-
ity of taking turns o to fill the post of
chairman by rotation each member of
the group is chairman for a period then
gives the post to another member o two
directors retire by rotation two direc-
tors retire because they have been direc-
tors longer than any others, but can offer
themselves for re-election

rough copy /,raf 'kopi/ noun a draft
of a document which is expected to have
changes made to it before it is complete
rough draft / raf 'dra:ft/ nouna plan
of a document which may have changes
made to it before it is complete

rough justice / raf 'dzastis/ nounle-
gal processes which are not always very
fair

round table conference /raund
teib(9)l 'konf(a)rons/ noun a confer-
ence at which each party at the meeting
is of equal status to the others o The gov-
ernment is trying to get the rebel leaders
to come to the conference table.

rout /rauvt/ noun the offence of gather-
ing together of people to do some unlaw-
ful act

Royal Assent/ rorsl o'sent/ noun the
act of signing of bill by the Queen, con-
firming that the bill is to become law as
an Act of Parliament

Royal Commission /ol ko
'mif(a)n/ noun a group of people spe-
cially appointed by a minister to examine
and report on a major problem

Royal Courts of Justice /roml
koits av 'dzastis/ noun the central civ-
il court in London, where serious claims
covering fatal accidents, professional
negligence, defamation, and claims
against the police are heard. Abbrevia-
tion RCJ

Royal pardon / ro1al 'pa:d(e)n/ noun
a pardon whereby a person convicted of
a crime is forgiven and need not serve a
sentence

Royal prerogative /rowol pri
'rpgat1v/ noun a special right belonging
only to a king or queen such as the right
to appoint ministers or end a session of
Parliament

royalty /'roislti/ noun money paid to
an inventor, writer, or the owner of land
for the right to use his property. It is usu-
ally an agreed percentage of sales or an
amount per sale. o Oil royalties make up
a large proportion of the country’s reve-
nue. o He is receiving royalties from his
invention.

rozzer /'roza/ noun a policeman
(informal)

RPM abbreviation resale price mainte-
nance

RSC abbreviation Rules of the Supreme
Court

rule /ru:l/ noun 1. a general order of
conduct which says how things should be
done, e.g. an order governing voting pro-
cedure in Parliament or Congress o The
debate followed the rules of procedure
used in the British House of Commons. o
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to work to rule to work strictly accord-
ing to the rules agreed by the company
and union, and therefore to work very
slowly 2. US a special decision made by
the Rules Committee which states how a
particular bill should be treated in the
House of Representatives 3. the way in
which a country is governed o The coun-
try has had ten years of military rule. o
the rule of law principle of government
that all persons and bodies and the gov-
ernment itself are equal before and an-
swerable to the law and that no person
shall be punished without trial 4. a deci-
sion made by a court o Rule in Rylands
v. Fletcher a rule that when a person
brings a dangerous thing (substance or
animal) to his or her own land, and the
dangerous thing escapes and causes
harm, then that person is absolutely lia-
ble for the damage caused m verb 1. to
give an official decision o We are waiting
for the judge to rule on the admissibility
of the defence evidence. o The commis-
sion of inquiry ruled that the company
was in breach of contract. 2. to be in
force or to be current o prices which are
ruling at the moment 3. to govern a coun-
try o The country is ruled by a group of
army officers.

rule against perpetuities /ru:l o
.genst p3ipit'juiitiz/ noun a rule that
an interest can only last for a period of no
more than 21 years

rule of evidence /ru:l ov
‘evid(9)ns/ noun a rule established by
law which determines the type of evi-

dence which a court will consider and
how such evidence must be given

Rules of the Supreme Court
/ruilz ov ds su,pritm 'koit/ plural
nounrules governing practice and proce-
dure in the Supreme Court. Abbreviation
RSC. » Civil Procedure Rules, Coun-
ty Court Rules, White Book

ruling /'ru:lig/ noun a decision made
by someone with official authority such
as a judge, magistrate, arbitrator or chair-
man o According to the ruling of the
court, the contract was illegal. m adjec-
tive 1. in power or in control o the ruling
Democratic Party o The actions of the
ruling junta have been criticised in the
press. 2. most important o The ruling
consideration is one of cost. 3. in opera-
tion at the moment o We invoiced at rul-
ing prices.

runner /'rana/ noun a member of a
gang of pickpockets who takes the items
stolen and runs away with them to a safe
place (slang)

run-up /'ran Ap/ noun o run-up to an
election period before an election o In
the run-up to the General Election, opin-
ion polls were forecasting heavy losses
for the government.

rustle /'ras(o)l/ verb to steal livestock,
especially cows and horses

rustler /'raslo/ noun somebody who
steals livestock o a cattle rustler

rustling /'ras(o)lig/ noun the crime of
stealing cattle or horses
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sabotage /'sebata:3/ noun malicious
damage done to machines or equipment
o Several acts of sabotage were commit-
ted against radio stations. (NOTE: no plu-
ral; for the plural say acts of sabotage)

sack /sek/ noun o to get the sack to be
dismissed from a job m verb o to sack
someone to dismiss someone from a job
o He was sacked after being late for
work.

sacking /'sekig/ noun dismissal from
a job o The scandal led to the sacking of
several employees

safe /seif/ noun a heavy metal box
which cannot be opened easily, in which
valuable items such as documents or
money can be kept o Put the documents
in the safe. o We keep the petty cash in
the safe. m adjective 1. out of danger o
keep the documents in a safe place in a
place where they cannot be stolen or de-
stroyed 2. referring to a judgment of a
court which is well-based and is not like-
ly to be quashed on appeal o The court of
appeal found that the original conviction
was not safe. » unsafe

safe deposit /'seif di,pozit/ noun a
safe in a bank vault where you can leave
jewellery or documents

safe deposit box /seif di'pozit
,boks/ noun a small box which you can
rent to keep jewellery or documents in a
bank’s safe

safeguard /'seifga:d/ noun an action
or plan for doing something that prevents
something unwanted from happening o
The proposed legislation will provide a
safeguard against illegal traders. m verb
to protect someone or something against
something unwanted happening o The
court acted to safeguard the interests of
the shareholders. o The management had

failed to safeguard their employees
against exposure to the hazard.

safekeeping /,seif 'ki:piy/ noun care
and protection o We put the documents
into the bank for safe keeping.

safe seat /seif 'siit/ noun a seat
where the Member of Parliament has a
large majority and is not likely to lose the
seat at an election

safety /'seifti/ noun the situation of be-
ing free from danger or risk o to take
safety precautions, safety measures to
act to make sure something is safe

safety margin /'seifti ,ma:dzmn/
noun time or space allowed for some-
thing to be safe

safety measures /'seifti ,me3oz/
plural noun actions to make sure that
something is or will be safe

safety regulations /'seifti regju
le1f(a)nz/ plural noun rules to make a
place of work safe for the workers

salary /'selari/ noun payment for work
made to an employee with a contract of
employment, especially in a professional
or office job (NOTE: The plural is sala-
ries.)

sale /se1l/ noun 1. the act of selling or
transferring an item or a property from
one owner to another in exchange for a
consideration, usually in the form of
money 2. o for sale ready to be sold o to
offer something for sale, to put some-
thing up for sale to announce that some-
thing is ready to be sold o They put the
factory up for sale. 3. the selling of
goods at specially low prices o The shop
is having a sale to clear old stock. o The
sale price is 50% of the normal price. o
half-price sale sale of items at half the
usual price o the sales period when ma-
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jor stores sell many items at specially
low prices

sale and lease-back / seil on 'lits
bak/ noun a situation where a company
sells a property to raise cash and then
leases it back from the purchaser

Sale of Goods Act /seil ov 'gudz
.&kt/ noun an Act of Parliament which
regulates the selling of goods but not
land, copyrights or patents o The law re-
lating to the sale of goods is governed by
the Sale of Goods Act.

sale or return/ seil o: ri't3:in/ nouna
system which allows unsold goods to be
delivered to a person, who then has the
right to keep the goods for a specified
time while deciding whether or not to
purchase them

sales department /'seilz di
,partmont/ noun the section of a com-
pany which deals in selling the compa-
ny’s products or services

salvage /'sxlvidz/ noun 1. aright of a
person who saves a ship from being
wrecked or cargo from a ship which has
been wrecked in order to receive com-
pensation 2. goods saved from a wrecked
ship or from a fire or other accident o a
sale of flood salvage items m verbto save
goods or a ship from being wrecked o We
are selling off a warehouse full of sal-
vaged goods.

salvage agreement /szlvidz o
'grizmant/ noun an agreement between
the captain of a sinking ship and a sal-
vage crew, giving the terms on which the
ship will be saved

salvage vessel /'szlvidz ,ves(d)l/
noun a ship which specialises in saving
other ships and their cargoes

sample /'saimpal/ noun a small part of
something taken to show what the whole
is like o They polled a sample group of
voters. m verb to take a small part of
something and examine it o The sus-
pect’s urine was sampled and the test
proved positive.

sanction /'szpkfon/ noun 1. an offi-
cial order to do something o You will
need the sanction of the local authorities
before you can knock down the office
block. o The payment was made without
official sanction. 2. US punishment by a

court for failure to comply with an order.
If the sanction is payment of costs, the
party in default may obtain relief by ap-
pealing. 3. a punishment for an act which
goes against what is generally accepted
behaviour o (economic) sanctions re-
strictions on trade with a country in order
to influence its political situation or in
order to make its government change its
policy o fo impose sanctions on a coun-
try or to lift sanctions m verb to approve
or permit something officially o The
board sanctioned the expenditure of
£1.2m on the development plan.

sane /sein/ adjective mentally well o
Was he sane when he made the will?
sanity /'seniti/ noun the ability to
make rational decisions

sans frais /s&nz 'freis/ phrase a
French phrase meaning ‘with no ex-
pense’

sans recours /saznz ra'kuioz/
phrase a French phrase meaning ‘with
no recourse’: used to show that someone
such as an agent acting for a principal in
endorsing a bill is not responsible for
paying it

satisfaction / setis'fekfon/ noun 1.
the acceptance of money or goods by an
injured party who then cannot make any
further claim 2. payment or giving of
goods to someone in exchange for that
person’s agreement to stop a claim
satisfy /'s@tisfar/ verb 1. to convince
someone that something is correct o
When opposing bail the police had to
satisfy the court that the prisoner was
likely to try to leave the country. 2. to ful-
fil or to carry out fully o Has he satisfied
all the conditions for parole? o The com-
pany has not satisfied all the conditions
laid down in the agreement. o We cannot
produce enough to satisfy the demand for
the product.

scaffold /'skefould/ noun a raised
platform on which executions take place
scale /skeil/ noun o large scale, small
scale working with large or small
amounts of investment, staff, etc. o to
start in business on a small scale to
start in business with a small staff, few
products or little investment m verb o to
scale down, to scale up to lower or to in-
crease in proportion
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scale of charges /skeil ov
't3a:d31z/ noun a list showing various
prices

scale of salaries / skeil ov 'seloriz/
noun a list of salaries showing different
levels of pay in different jobs in the same
company

scam /skam/ noun a dishonest plan to
deceive someone, especially in order to
obtain money (informal)

scene-of-crime / siin ov 'kraim/ ad-
jective relating or belonging to the part
of the police force responsible for col-
lecting forensic evidence at crime scenes

schedule /' fedju:l/ noun 1. a plan of
the times when something will happen o
to be ahead of schedule to be early o to
be on schedule to be on time o to be be-
hind schedule to be late o I am sorry to
say that we are three months behind
schedule. 2. an additional document at-
tached to a contract o schedule of mar-
kets to which a contract applies o see the
attached schedule or as per the attached
schedule o the schedule before referred
to 3. alist o We publish our new schedule
of charges. (NOTE: For the schedules
applying to drugs, see drug.) m verb 1.
to list officially o scheduled prices or
scheduled charges 2. to plan the time
when something will happen o The
building is scheduled for completion in
May.

Schedule A /[fedju:l 'ev noun a
schedule to the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
land or buildings

Schedule B / fedju:l 'bi:/ noun a
schedule to the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
woodlands

Schedule C /[edju:l 'si/ noun a
schedule to the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on profits from gov-
ernment stock

Schedule D / fedju:l 'diz/ noun a
schedule to the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
trades, professions, interest and other
earnings which do not come from em-
ployment

Schedule F /[edju:l 'ef/ noun a
schedule to the Finance Acts under

which tax is charged on income from
dividends

scheme of arrangement / ski:m ov
9'reindzmant/ noun a scheme drawn up
by an individual offering ways of paying
debts and so avoiding bankruptcy pro-
ceedings

scire facias /,sarori 'feifias/ noun a
writ that requires a defendant to appear
in court to show why the plaintiff should
not be permitted to take a specific legal
step

scope /skoup/ noun the limits covered
by something o The question does not
come within the scope of the authority’s
powers. o The Bill plans to increase the
scope of the tribunal’s authority.

Scotland Yard /skotlond 'ja:d/
noun the headquarters of the Metropoli-
tan Police in London

screen /skri:n/ verb o to screen candi-
dates to examine candidates to see if
they are completely suitable

screening /'skri:nip/ noun o the
screening of candidates examining can-
didates to see if they are suitable

screw /skru:/ noun a prison warder
(slang)

scrip /skrip/ noun a certificate showing
that someone owns shares in a company

scuttle /'skat(a)l/ verb to sink a ship
deliberately by making holes in the bot-
tom of it

seal /si:l/ noun 1. a piece of wax or red
paper attached to a document to show
that it is legally valid 2. a stamp printed
or marked on a document to show that it
is valid 3. a mark put on a document by a
court to show that it has been correctly
issued by that court o The document
bears the court’s seal and is admissible
in evidence. 4. a piece of paper, metal or
wax attached to close something, so that
it can be opened only if the paper, metal
or wax is removed or broken o The seals
on the ballot box had been tampered
with. m verb 1. to close something tightly
o The computer disks were sent in a
sealed container. 2. (of a court) to attach
a mark to a document to show that it has
been issued by that court o A court must
seal a claim form when it is issued. 3. to
attach a seal o The customs sealed the
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shipment. 4. to stamp something with a
seal

sealed envelope /si:ld 'envaloup/
noun an envelope where the back has
been stuck down to close it o The infor-
mation was sent in a sealed envelope.

sealed instrument /,sizld
'Instrumant/ noun a document which
has been signed and sealed

sealed tender /si:ld 'tends/ noun
tenders sent in sealed envelopes, which
will all be opened together at a specified
time

seal off /si:l 'nf/ verb to put barriers
across a street or an entrance to prevent
people from going in or out o Police
sealed off all roads leading to the court-
house.

search /s3:t/ noun an act of examin-
ing a place to try to find something. o
power of search m verb to examine a
place or a person to try to find something
o The agent searched his files for a
record of the sale. o All drivers and their
cars are searched at the customs post. o
The police searched the area round the
house for clues. o to stop and search to
stop a person in a public place and search
them for weapons, implements used for
burglary, stolen articles, etc.

search order /'s3:tf ,o:ds/ noun an
order by a court in a civil case allowing a
party to inspect and photocopy or re-
move a defendant’s documents, especial-
ly where the defendant might destroy ev-
idence. The search should be done in the
presence of an independent solicitor.
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has replaced Anton Piller order.)

search warrant /'s3:tf ,woront/
noun an official document signed by a
magistrate allowing the police to enter
premises and look for persons suspected
of being criminals, objects which are be-
lieved to have been stolen, or dangerous
or illegal substances

secede /si'siid/ verb to break away
from an organisation or a federation o
The American colonies seceded from
Great Britain in 1776 and formed the
USA.

secession /si'sef(a)n/ noun the act of
seceding

second /'sekond/ verb o to second a
motion, a candidate to agree to support
a motion after it has been proposed by
the proposer, but before a vote is taken o
The motion is proposed by Mr Smith,
seconded by Mr Jones. o The name of Mr
Brown has been proposed for the post of
treasurer, who is going to second him?
secondarily /sekon'dearili/ adverb
in second place o The person making a
guarantee is secondarily liable if the
person who is primarily liable defaults. v
primarily

secondary /'sekond(o)ri/ adjective
second in importance

secondary action /sekond(o)ri
‘ek[on/ noun the picketing of another
factory or place of work which is not di-
rectly connected with a strike to prevent
it supplying a striking factory or receiv-
ing supplies from it

secondary banks /;sekond(o)ri
'beepks/ plural noun companies which
provide money for hire-purchase deals
secondary evidence /,sekond(o)ri
'evid(e)ns/ noun evidence which is not
the main proof, e.g. copies of documents
and not the original documents them-
selves. Secondary evidence can be ad-
mitted if there is no primary evidence
available.

secondary legislation
/,sekand(9)ri ledzi'sleif(o)n/ noun
legislation passed by the European Un-
ion, as opposed to primary legislation
passed by the Member States themselves
second degree murder /,sekond di
,grit 'm3:da/ noun US the unlawful kill-
ing of a person without premeditation
and not committed at the same time as
rape or robbery

second mortgage  /sekond
'mo:g1d3/ noun a further mortgage on a
property which is already mortgaged.
The first mortgage has prior claim.
second quarter /sekond 'kwo:to/
noun a period of three months from
April to the end of June

Second Reading /,;sekond 'ri:dip/
noun 1. a detailed presentation of a Bill
in the House of Commons by the respon-



security printer

sible minister, followed by a discussion
and vote 2. US a detailed examination of
a Bill in the House of Representatives,
before it is passed to the Senate

secret agent/ sitkroat 'erdzont/ noun
somebody who tries to find out informa-
tion in secret about other countries, other
governments or other armed forces

Secretary-General /,sekratri
'dzen(a)ral/ noun a main administrator
in a large organisation such as the United
Nations or a political party

Secretary of State for Defence
/,sekratri ov stert fo di'fens/ noun a
government minister in charge of the
armed forces. Also called Defence Sec-
retary (NOTE: The US term is Secre-
tary for Defense.)

Secretary of the Treasury
/,sekrat(a)ri ov 09 'trezari/ noun US a
senior member of the government in
charge of financial affairs

Secretary to the Senate / sekrotri
ta 09 'sendat/ noun US the head of the
administrative staff in the Senate

secret police / si:krot pa'lizs/ noun
police officers who work in secret, espe-
cially dealing with people working
against the state

section /'sekfon/ noun 1. a depart-
ment in an office o legal section depart-
ment dealing with legal matters in a com-
pany 2. part of an Act of Parliament or
bylaw o He does not qualify for a grant
under section 2 of the Act. (NOTE: When
referring to a section of an act, it is ab-
breviated to s: s 24 LGA.)

secure /s1'kjua/ adjective 1. safe from
danger or harm 2. firmly fastened or held
o The documents should be kept in a se-
cure place. o The police and army have
made the border secure. m verb o to se-
cure a loan to pledge a property or other
assets as a security for a loan

secured creditor /s1,kjuad
'kred1ta/ noun a person who is owed
money by someone and holds a mortgage
or charge on that person’s property as se-
curity

secured debts /s1,kjuod 'det/ plural
noun debts which are guaranteed by as-
sets

secured loan /s1'kjuad laun/ noun a
loan which is guaranteed by the borrower
giving valuable property as security

secure investment /sikjuo m
'vestmont/ noun an investment where
you are not likely to lose money

secure job /s1 kjus 'd3zpb/ noun a job
from which you are not likely to be made
redundant

secure tenant /sikjuo 'tenont/
noun a tenant of a local authority who
has the right to buy the freehold of the
property he or she rents at a discount

securities  trader /si'kjuoritiz
,trerds/ noun somebody whose business
is buying and selling stocks and shares

security /st'kjuoriti/ noun 1. safety
from danger or harm 2. the state of being
protected 3. a guarantee that someone
will repay money borrowed o to stand
security for someone to guarantee that if
the person does not repay a loan, you will
repay it for him
security for costs /sikjuoriti fo
'kosts/ noun a guarantee that a party in
a dispute will pay costs o The master or-
dered that the claimant should deposit
£2,000 as security for the defendant’s
costs.
COMMENT: Where a foreign claimant
or a company which may become in-
solvent brings proceedings against a
defendant, the defendant is entitled to
apply to the court for an order that the
proceedings be stayed unless the
claimant deposits money to secure the
defendant’s costs if the claimant fails
in his action.
security guard /si'kjuoriti ga:d/
noun somebody whose job is to protect
money, valuables or an office against
possible theft or damage
security of employment /s
kjuortti ov 1mm'plormant/ noun the
feeling by an employee that he or she has
the right to keep a job until retirement

security of tenure /sikjuoriti ov
'tenjo/ noun the right to keep a position
or rented accommodation, provided that
conditions are met

security printer /si'kjuoriti ,printo/
noun a printer who prints paper money
or material such as secret government
documents
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sedition /s1'dif(a)n/ noun the crime of
doing acts or speaking or publishing
words which bring the royal family or
the government into hatred or contempt
and encourage civil disorder

COMMENT: Sedition is a lesser crime

than treason.
seditious /s1'difos/ adjective provok-
ing sedition
seek /si:k/ verb 1. to ask for o a credi-
tor seeking a receiving order under the
Bankruptcy Act o They are seeking dam-
ages for loss of revenue. o The applicant
sought judicial review to quash the order.
o The Bill requires a social worker to
seek permission of the Juvenile Court. o
to seek an interview to ask if you can
see someone o she sought an interview
with the minister 2. to look for someone
or something o The police are seeking a
tall man who was seen near the scene of
the crime. o Two men are being sought by
the police. 3. to try to do something o
The local authority is seeking to place
the ward of court in accommodation.
(NOTE: seeking - sought - has
sought)
segregate /'segrigeit/ verb to sepa-
rate or keep apart, especially to keep dif-
ferent ethnic groups in a country apart o
Single-sex schools segregate boys from
girls.

seised /si:zd/ adjective o seised of a
property being legally in possession of
property

seisin /'sizzin/ noun possession of land
(feudal law)

seizin /'sizzin/ noun another spelling
of seisin

seizure /'siz39/ noun the act of taking
possession of something o The court or-
dered the seizure of the shipment or of the
company’s funds.

selection board /si'lekfon bo:d/
noun a committee which chooses a can-
didate for a job

selection procedure /si'lek[an pro
,sitd39/ noun a general method of
choosing a candidate for election or for a
job

self-defence / self di'fens/ noun ac-
tions or skills that you use to try to pro-
tect yourself when attacked o He pleaded

that he had acted in self-defence when he
had hit the mugger.
COMMENT: This can be used as a de-
fence to a charge of a crime of vio-
lence, where the defendant pleads
that his actions were attributable to de-
fending himself rather than to a desire
to commit violence.
self-incrimination /self m krimi
‘ne1f(a)n/ noun the act of incriminating
yourself, of saying something which
shows you are guilty o right against
self-incrimination right not to say any-
thing, when questioned by the police, in
case you may say something which
could incriminate you

sell /sel/ verb to transfer the ownership
of property to another person in ex-
change for money o to sell cars or to sell
refrigerators o to sell something on cred-
it o They have decided to sell their house.
o They tried to sell their house for
£100,000. o Her house is difficult to sell.
o Their products are easy to sell. o to sell
forward to sell foreign currency, com-
modities, etc., for delivery at a later date

seller /'selo/ noun 1. somebody who
sells o There were few sellers in the mar-
ket, so prices remained high. 2. some-
thing which sells o This book is a good
seller.

selling price /'selig prais/ noun the
price at which someone is willing to sell

semble /'semb(a)l/ noun a French
word meaning ‘it appears’: word used in
discussing a court judgment where there
is some uncertainty about what the court
intended

semi-autonomous  /semi  o:
'tonomas/ noun with a limited amount
of autonomy

senate /'senat/ noun 1. an upper house
of a legislative body o France has a bi-
cameral system: a lower house or Cham-
ber of Deputies and a upper house or
Senate. 2. US the upper house of the
American Congress o The US Senate
voted against the proposal. o The Secre-
tary of State appeared before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. 3. the rul-
ing body of a university, college or other
institution

senator /'senoto/, Senator noun a
member of a senate (NOTE: written with a
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capital letter when used as a title: Sen-
ator Jackson)

senatorial /,sena'torriol/ adjective re-

ferring to a senate or to senators
COMMENT: The US Senate has 100
members, each state electing two sen-
ators by popular vote. Bills may be in-
troduced in the Senate, with the ex-
ception of bills relating to finance. The
Senate has the power to ratify treaties
and to confirm presidential appoint-
ments to federal posts.

sender /'senda/ noun somebody who
sends a letter, parcel or message

senior /'si:nio/ adjective 1. more im-
portant 2. having been employed in a job
for longer than someone else

seniority /simi'riti/ noun 1. the
state of being older or more important
than someone else o the managers were
listed in order of seniority the manager
who had been an employee the longest or
the manager with the most important job
was put at the top of the list 2. the fact of
having been employed in a job for longer
than someone else, often a reason for an
employee to earn more pay than another,
even if the two jobs are the same

senior manager /si:nio 'menidzo/
noun a manager or director who has a
higher rank than others

senior partner / si:nio 'pa:tna/ noun
somebody who has a large part of the
shares in a partnership

sentence /'sentons/ noun a legal pun-
ishment given by a court to a convicted
person o He received a three-year jail
sentence. o The two men accused of rape
face sentences of up to six years in pris-
on. o to pass sentence on someone to
give a convicted person the official legal
punishment o The jury returned a verdict
of manslaughter and the judge will pass
sentence next week. m verb to give some-
one an official legal punishment o The
judge sentenced him to six months in
prison or he was sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment. o The accused
was convicted of murder and will be sen-
tenced next week. Compare convict

sentencer /'sentonsa/ noun a person
such as a judge who can pass a legal sen-
tence on someone

sentencing /'sentonsiy/ noun the act
of giving a judicial sentence to a defend-
ant

separate  property /sep(o)rat
'‘propati/ noun US property owned by a
husband and wife before their marriage
(as opposed to ‘community property’).
Compare community property

separation / ;sepa'rerf(9)n/ noun 1.
an agreement between a husband and
wife to live apart from each other 2. US
the act of leaving a job by resigning, re-
tiring, being fired or made redundant 3.
the act of keeping things separate from
each other
COMMENT: In the USA, the three parts
of the power of the state are kept sep-
arate and independent: the President
does not sit in Congress; Congress
cannot influence the decisions of the
Supreme Court, etc. In the UK, the
powers are not separated, because
Parliament has both legislative powers
(it makes laws) and judicial powers
(the House of Lords acts as a court of
appeal); the government (the execu-
tive) is not independent and is respon-
sible to Parliament which can outvote
it and so cause a general election. In
the USA, members of government are
not members of Congress, though
their appointment has to be approved
by Senate; in the UK, members of gov-
ernment are usually Members of Par-
liament, although some are members
of the House of Lords.
separation of powers
/,separeif(a)n av 'pavas/ noun a sys-
tem in which the power in a state is sep-
arated between the legislative body
which passes laws, the judiciary which
enforces the law, and the executive
which runs the government

seq » et seq.
sequester /si'’kwesto/, sequestrate
['sizkwistrert, si'kwestrert/ verb to

take and keep property because a court
has ordered it

sequestration /sitkwe'streif(o)n/
noun the taking and keeping of property
on the order of a court, especially seizing
property from someone who is in con-
tempt of court o His property has been
kept under sequestration.

sequestrator /'sitkwistreita, s1
'kwestrerta/ noun somebody who takes
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and keeps property on the order of a
court

seriatim /srori'ertim/ Latin  word
meaning ‘one after the other in order’

Serious Fraud Office /siorios
'frord ,of1s/ noun a government depart-
ment in charge of investigating major
fraud in companies. Abbreviation SFO

Serjeant » Common Serjeant

serve /s3:v/ verb 1. to deal with (a cus-
tomer), to do a type of work o to serve
articles to work in a solicitor’s office as
a trainee o to serve on a jury to act as a
member of a jury 2. to give someone a le-
gal document that requires them to do
something o They were served notice to
quit the premises in two months’ time. o
to serve someone with a writ, to serve
a writ on someone to give someone an
official notice of a court case which has
to be defended or judgment will be taken
in the person’s absence 3. to spend a pe-
riod of time in prison after being sen-
tenced to imprisonment o He served six
months in a local jail. o She still has half
her sentence to serve. o to serve time to
spend a period of time in prison for a par-
ticular crime o Her brother has served
time for robbery.

service /'s3:vis/ noun o service (of
process), personal service the delivery
of a document such as a writ or summons
to someone in person or to his or her le-
gal representative o to acknowledge
service to confirm that a legal document
such as a claim form has been received o
service by an alternative method serv-
ing a legal document on someone other
than by the legally prescribed method,
e.g. by posting it to the last known ad-
dress, or by advertising
COMMENT: The Civil Procedure Rules
give five methods of service of docu-
ments: (i) personal service (i.e. physi-
cally to a person himself); (i) by first-
class post; (iii) by sending or leaving
the document at an address for serv-
ice; (iv) by sending the document
through a document exchange; (v) by
fax or other electronic means, though
this method is only used in certain cir-
cumstances, such as sending docu-
ments to a legal representative. Note
also that under the new rules, docu-
ments are prepared and usually

served by the court itself and not by
one or other of the parties concerned.

service charge /'sa:vis tfa:dz/ noun
1. a charge made by a landlord to cover
general work done to the property such
as cleaning stairs or collecting rubbish 2.
a charge made in a restaurant for serving
the customer

service contract /'s31vis
kontrakt/ noun same as contract of
employment

servient /'sarviont/ adjective being
less important

servient owner /ss:viont 'ouno/
noun the owner of land over which
someone else (the dominant owner) has a
right to use a path

servient tenement /ss:viont
'tenomont/ noun land over which the
owner (the servient owner) grants an
easement to the owner (the dominant
owner) of another property (the domi-
nant tenement)

session /'sef(a)n/ noun 1. the period
when a group of people meets o The
morning session will be held at 10.30
a.m. o opening session, closing session
first part, last part of a conference 2. the
period during which formal meetings of
a body are being held o The Act was
passed in the last session of Parliament
or the last Parliamentary session. (NOTE:
The Parliamentary session starts in
October with the Opening of Parliament
and the Queen’s Speech. It usually
lasts until August. In the USA, a new
congressional session starts on the 3rd
of January each year.) o in session tak-
ing place and carrying out the usual ac-
tivities
COMMENT: The Parliamentary session
starts in October with the Opening of
Parliament and the Queen’s Speech. It
usually lasts until August. In the USA,
a new congressional session starts on
the 3rd of January each year.

sessional Select Committee
/,sef(d)n(d)l s1,lekt ka'miti/ noun a Se-
lect Committee set up at the beginning of
each session of parliament o the Select
Committee on Defence or the Defence
Select Committee

sessions /'se[(a)nz/ plural noun court
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set /set/ noun o set (of chambers) se-
ries of offices for a group of barristers
who work together

set aside / ;set o'said/ verb to decide
not to apply a decision, or to cancel an
order, judgment or step taken by a party
in legal proceedings o The arbitrator’s
award was set aside on appeal.

set down / ;set 'davn/ verb to arrange
for a trial to take place by putting it on
one of the lists of trials o Pleadings must
be submitted to the court when the action
is set down for trial.

set forth / set '{2:0/ verb to put down
in writing o The argument is set forth in
the document from the European Court.
set-off /'set vf/ noun a counterclaim by
a defendant which should be deducted
from the sum being claimed by the
claimant

set out /;set 'aut/ verb 1. to put down
in writing o The claim is set out in the en-
closed document. o The figures are set
out in the tables at the back of the book.
2. to try to do something o Counsel for
the prosecution has set out to discredit
the defence witness.

settle /'set(a)l/ verb 1. o to settle an
account to pay what is owed o to settle
a claim to agree to pay what is asked for
o The insurance company refused to set-
tle his claim for storm damage. o the two
parties settled out of court the two par-
ties reached an agreement privately with-
out continuing the court case 2. o to set-
tle property on someone to arrange for
land to be passed to trustees to keep for
the benefit of future owners 3. to write
out in final form o Counsel is instructed
to settle the defence.

settled land /set(o)ld 'l&nd/ noun
land which is subject of a settlement
settlement /'set(o)lmont/ noun 1.
payment of an account o our basic dis-
count is 20% but we offer an extra 5%
for rapid settlement we take a further
5% off the price if the customer pays
quickly 2. an agreement reached after an
argument o to effect a settlement be-
tween two parties to bring two parties
together and make them agree to a settle-
ment o to accept something in full set-
tlement to accept money or service from
a debtor and agree that it covers all the

claim 3. an arrangement where land is
passed to trustees to keep for the benefit
of future owners

settlement day /'set(o)lmont der/
noun the day when accounts have to be
settled

settle on /'set(o)l on/ verb to leave
property to someone when you die o He
settled his property on his children.
settlor /'set(9)la/ noun somebody who
settles property on someone

sever /'seva/ verb to split off from the
rest o The property was severed from the
rest of his assets and formed a specific
legacy to his friend.

severable /'sev(o)rob(a)l/ adjective
being able to be divided off from the rest
o the deceased’s severable share of a

Jjoint property

several /'sev(o)ral/ adjective 1. some
o Several judges are retiring this year. o
Several of our clients have received long
prison sentences. 2. separate
severally /'sev(a)rali/ adverb sepa-
rately or not jointly o they are jointly
and severally liable they are liable both
together as a group and as individuals
several tenancy /,sev(a)ral
'tenansi/ noun the holding of property
by a number of people, each separately
and not jointly with any other person
severance /'sev(d)rons/ noun 1. the
ending of a joint tenancy 2. the ending of
a contract of employment

severance pay /'sev(o)rons pel/
noun money paid as compensation to
someone who is losing his or her job
sexual /'sekfusl/ adjective relating to
the two sexes

sexual discrimination /sekJusl
diskrimi'nerf(a)n/ noun the unfair
treatment of someone because of their
sex, either before or after entering a con-
tract of employment or during the course
of their employment. It may be ‘direct’
or ‘indirect’.

sexual intercourse /sekJuoal
'intakors/ noun a sexual act between a
man and a woman o Sexual intercourse
with a girl under sixteen is an offence.
sexual offence /sekfual o'fens/
noun criminal acts where sexual inter-
course takes place, e.g. rape, incest
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SFO abbreviation Serious Fraud Office

shady /'[e1di/ adjective not honest o a
shady deal

sham /[&m/ adjective false or not true
share capital /'feo kepit(o)l/ noun
the value of the assets of a company held
as shares

share certificate /'feo so,tifikot/
noun a document proving that you own
shares

shareholder /'feohoulds/ noun
somebody who owns shares in a compa-
ny

shareholders’ agreement
/Jeahouldoz o'grirmont/ noun an
agreement showing the rights of share-
holders in a company

shareholders’ equity / feshouldoz
‘ekwiti/ noun the amount of a compa-
ny’s capital which is owned by share-
holders

share option /'fear ,pp[on/ noun the
right to buy or sell shares at a specific
price at a time in the future

share quoted ex dividend /feo
kwoutid eks 'dividend/ noun a share
price not including the right to receive
the next dividend

sharp practice/, [a:p 'prektis/ noun
a way of doing business which is not
honest or fair, but is not illegal

sheriff /' [erif/ noun1. US an official in
charge of justice in a county (NOTE: At
federal level, the equivalent is a mar-
shal.) 2. (in Scotland) the chief judge in
a district

Sheriff Court /'ferif ko:t/ noun a
court presided over by a sheriff
sheriff’s sale /'[erifs ,se1l/ noun a
public sale of the goods of a person
whose property has been seized by the
courts because he or she has defaulted on
payments

shipper /'fipa/ noun a person who
sends goods or who organises the send-
ing of goods for other customers
shipping agent /fipiy ,erdzont/
noun a company which specialises in the
sending of goods

shipping company /'[1p1p
Jkamp(o)ni/ noun a company which
owns ships

shipwreck /'[iprek/ noun the action
of sinking or badly damaging a ship
shoot /[u:t/ verb 1. to fire a gun 2. to
hit or kill a person or animal by firing a
gun

shootout /'fu:tavt/ noun a fight be-
tween people who are using guns

shop /fop/ verb o to shop (for) some-
thing to look for things in shops
shoplifter /' [oplifta/ noun somebody
who steals goods from shops o At Christ-
mas time gangs of shoplifters target the
stores in Oxford Street.

shoplifting /' [opliftig/ noun the of-
fence of stealing goods from shops, by
taking them when the shop is open and
not paying for them

Short Cause List / fo:t 'ko:z list/
noun the set of cases to be heard in the
Queen’s Bench Division which the judge
thinks are not likely to take very long to
hear

shorthand writer / [o:thend 'raito/
noun somebody who takes down in
shorthand evidence or a judgment given
in court

shorthold tenancy / [o:thould
'tenansi/ noun a protected tenancy for a
limited period of less than five years
short lease / [o:t 'lits/ noun a lease
which runs for up to two or three years o
to rent office space on a twenty-year
lease o We have a short lease on our cur-
rent premises.

short sharp shock/ [o:t ,[a:p '[pk/
noun formerly, a type of punishment for
young offenders where they were sub-
jected to harsh discipline for a short peri-
od in a detention centre

short title / [o:t 'tart(o)l/ noun the
usual name by which an Act of Parlia-
ment is known

show of hands / fouv ov 'hendz/
noun a way of casting votes where peo-
ple show how they vote by raising their
hands o The motion was carried on a
show of hands.

shrink-wrap licence /[ripk rep
'lats(o)ns/, license /'lais(a)ns/ noun a
manufacturer’s licence applied to soft-
ware sold to a customer under which the
manufacturer grants only limited war-
ranty over the product
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COMMENT: In general, the customer
does not own the software he has
bought, and the manufacturer has no
liability for damages consequent on
using the product.

S| abbreviation statutory instrument
sic /sik/ nounused to show that this was
the way a word was actually written in
the document in question even if it looks
like a mistake o The letter stated ‘my le-
gal adviser intends to apply for attack
(sic) of earnings’.

sick leave /'sik litv/ noun a period
when an employee is away from work
because of illness

sight draft /'sait dra:ft/ nouna bill of
exchange which is payable when it is
presented

signatory /'signat(o)ri/ noun a person
who signs an official document such as a
contract o You have to get the permission
of all the signatories to the agreement if
you want to change the terms.
signature /'signitfa/ noun 1. a sur-
name and personal name or initials writ-
ten by person in the same typical way
every time they sign a document so that
it can be recognised as belonging only to
that person o a pile of letters waiting for
the managing director’s signature o The
contract has been engrossed ready for
signature. o A will needs the signature of
the testator and two witnesses. o All the
company’s cheques need two signatures.
v electronic signature 2. the action of
signing a document o Are the letters
ready for signature yet?

silk /silk/ noun o a silk a Queen’s
Counsel (informal) o to take silk to be-
come a QC

similiter /si'milito/ adverb a Latin
word meaning ‘similarly’ or ‘in a similar
way’

simple contract /,stmpal
'kontraekt/ noun a contract which is not
under seal, but is made orally or in writ-
ing. Compare contract under seal
sine die /siini 'dizer/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘with no day’ o the
hearing was adjourned sine die the
hearing was adjourned without saying
when it would meet again

sine qua non /smi kwa: 'non/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘without

which nothing’: condition without which
something cannot work o Agreement by
the management is a sine qua non of all
employment contracts.

sinking fund /'sigpkiy fand/ noun a
fund built up out of amounts of money
put aside regularly to meet a future need
sit-down protest /'sit daun
,proutest/ noun an action by members
of the staff who occupy their place of
work and refuse to leave

sitting /'sitig/ noun a meeting of a
court, tribunal or parliament (NOTE:
There are four sittings in the legal year:
Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter and Trini-
ty)

sittings /'sitinz/ plural noun periods
when courts sit

sitting tenant / sitiy 'tenant/ noun a
tenant who is living in a house when the
freehold or lease is sold

situate /'sitfuertid/, situated adjec-
tive in a specific place o a freehold prop-
erty situated in the borough of Richmond
situations vacant /sitfueif(o)nz
‘'veikont/ plural noun a list of jobs
which are available

skeleton /'skelit(o)n/ noun the basic
details of something

skeleton key / skelit(o)n 'ki:/ nouna
key which will fit several different doors
in a building

skimming /'skimir/ noun the crime of
fraudulently reusing the electronic infor-
mation from a swiped credit card or pay-
ment card

slander /'sla:nda/ noun an untrue spo-
ken statement which damages someone’s
character. iy defamation of character o
action for slander, slander action case
in a law court where someone says that
another person had slandered him m verb
o to slander someone to damage some-
one’s character by saying untrue things
about him. Compare libel

slanderous /'sla:nd(a)ros/ adjective
being slander o He made slanderous
statements about the Prime Minister on
television.

slip /slip/ noun 1. a small piece of pa-
per, especially a note of the details of a
marine insurance policy o He handed a
slip of paper to the person sitting next to
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him. 2. a slip of paper used for a particu-
lar purpose o a voting slip 3. a small mis-
take o He made a couple of slips in re-
peating what he had said the day before.
slip law /'slip Io:/ noun US a law pub-
lished for the first time after it has been
approved, printed on a single sheet of pa-
per or as a small separate booklet
slip rule /'slip ru:l/ noun the name for
one of the Rules of the Supreme Court
allowing minor errors to be corrected on
pleadings
small ads /'smo:l &edz/ plural noun
short private advertisements in a newspa-
per selling small items, offering or re-
questing jobs, etc.
small claim /;smo:l 'klerm/ noun a
claim for less than £5000 in the County
Court
small claims court /;smo:l 'kleimz
kort/ noun a court which deals with dis-
putes over small amounts of money
small claims track /;smo:l 'kleimz
trek/ noun the case management sys-
tem which applies to claims under
£5,000
COMMENT: The aim of the small claims
track is to deal with disputes as rapidly
as possible, especially where the liti-
gants appear in person. Lawyers are
discouraged, but lay representatives
can appear. There is only a limited
right of appeal in this track.
smuggle /'smag(d)l/ verb to take
goods into or out of a country without
declaring them to the customs o They
had to smuggle the spare parts into the
country.
smuggler /'smagls/ noun somebody
who smuggles
smuggling /'smaglig/ noun the of-
fence of taking goods illegally into or out
of a country, without paying any tax o He
made his money in arms smuggling.
snatch squad /'snet| skwod/ noun
a group of police officers trained to find
and arrest the leaders of groups causing
public disorder
snatch theft /'snat[ Oeft/ noun the
theft of an item of personal property such
as a bag or mobile phone in a public
place
social advantage /souf(o)l od
'vaintidz/ noun a benefit which some

people are given, e.g. a bus pass given to
aretired person or a special loan given to
a family with many children

social class /,souf(a)l 'klais/ noun a
group of people who have a position in
society

social ownership  /;sauf(a)l
‘auna[1p/ noun a situation where an in-
dustry is nationalised and run by a board
appointed by the government

social worker /'souf(o)l ,waiko/
noun somebody who works in a social
services department, visiting and look-
ing after people who need help

SOCO /'spkau/ noun a police officer
responsible for collecting forensic evi-
dence. Full form scene of crime offic-
er

sodomy /'spdomi/ noun same as bug-
gery

soft loan /soft 'loun/ noun a loan
from a company to an employee or from
one government to another with no inter-
est payable

sole /soul/ adjective only

solemn /'splom/ adjective o solemn
and binding agreement agreement
which is not legally binding, but which
all parties are supposed to obey

sole owner /,;soul 'auna/ noun a per-
son who owns a business and has no part-
ners

sole trader /;soul 'trerda/ noun a per-
son who runs a business, usually without
partners, but has not registered it as a
company

solicit /sa'listt/ verb 1. o to solicit or-
ders to ask for orders, to try to get people
to order goods 2. to ask for something
immoral, especially to offer to provide
sexual intercourse for money
soliciting /so'lisitiyg/ noun the offence
of offering to provide sexual intercourse
for money

solicitor /sa'lisita/ noun a lawyer who
has passed the examinations of the Law
Society and has a valid certificate to
practise, who gives advice to members of
the public and acts for them in legal mat-
ters, and who may have right of audience
in some courts o to instruct a solicitor
to give orders to a solicitor to act on your
behalf o the Official Solicitor solicitor
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who acts in the High Court for parties
who have no one to act for them, usually
because they are under an official disa-
bility
COMMENT: Solicitors of ten years
standing can be appointed as judges.
Solicitor-advocates are fully qualified
solicitors who have taken additional
advocacy exams. Solicitor-advocates
have the same rights of audience as
barristers.
Solicitor-General /s, lis1to
'dzen(a)ral/ noun one of the law offic-
ers, a Member of the House of Commons
and deputy to the Attorney-General
Solicitor-General for Scotland /so
Jisito \dzen(o)ral fo 'skotlond/ noun a
junior law officer in Scotland
solicitors’ charges /so'lisitoz
tJa:dz1z/ plural noun payments to be
made to solicitors for work done on be-
half of clients
solitary confinement /solit(o)ri
kon'fainmont/ noun the practice of
keeping someone alone in a cell, without
being able to see or speak to other pris-
oners o He was kept in solitary confine-
ment for six months.
solus agreement /soules o
'gritmont/ noun an agreement where
one party is linked only to the other par-
ty, especially an agreement where a re-
tailer buys all their stock from a single
supplier
solvency /'solv(a)nsi/ noun the abili-
ty to pay all debts. ) insolvency
solvent /'solv(a)nt/ adjective having
enough money to pay debts o When he
bought the company it was barely sol-
vent. m noun a powerful glue
solvent abuse /'soblvont o bju:s/
noun the activity of sniffing solvent,
which acts as a hallucinatory drug
SOSR abbreviation some other sub-
stantial reason
sought /so:t/» seek
sound /saund/ adjective reliable, ef-
fective or thorough o The company’s fi-
nancial situation is very sound. o The so-
licitor gave us some very sound advice. o
The evidence brought forward by the po-
lice is not very sound. o of sound mind
sane, mentally well o He was of sound
mind when he wrote the will.

soundness /'saundnas/ noun the fact
of being reasonable
source /sois/ noun a place where
something comes from o source of in-
come o You must declare income from all
sources to the Inland Revenue. o income
which is taxed at source where the tax
is removed before the income is paid
South-Eastern  Circuit  /saub
Jiist(9)n 's3:kit/ noun one of the six cir-
cuits of the Crown Court to which barris-
ters belong, with its centre in London
sovereign /'sovrin/ adjective having
complete freedom to govern itself
sovereign immunity /sovrin 1
'mjuiniti/ noun immunity of a foreign
head of state or former head of state from
prosecution outside his or her country for
crimes committed inside his or her coun-
try in the course of exercising public
function
sovereign rights /sovrin 'raits/
noun the rights of a state, which are lim-
ited by the application of EU law
Speaker /'spitka/ noun somebody
who presides over a meeting of a parlia-
ment o discussions held behind the
Speaker’s chair informal discussions
between representatives of opposing po-
litical parties meeting on neutral ground
away from the floor of the House
COMMENT: In the House of Commons,
the speaker is an ordinary Member of
Parliament chosen by the other mem-
bers; the equivalent in the House of
Lords is the Lord Chancellor. In the US
Congress, the speaker of the House of
Representatives is an ordinary con-
gressman, elected by the other con-
gressmen; the person presiding over
meetings of the Senate is the Vice-
President.
Speaker’s Chaplain /spiikoz
'tfeeplin/ noun a priest who reads
prayers at the beginning of each sitting of
the House of Commons
special /'spef(o)l/ adjective referring
to one particular thing
special agent /spef(a)l 'erdzont/
noun 1. a person who represents some-
one in a particular matter 2. a person who
does secret work for a government
Special Branch /'spef(o)l bra:nf/
noun a department of the British police
which deals with terrorism
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special constable /spef(o)l
'kanstab(e)l/ noun a part-time police-
man who works mainly at weekends or
on important occasions

special damages  /,spef(o)l
'‘demi1d3iz/ plural noun damages
awarded by court to compensate for a
loss such as the expense of repairing
something, which can be calculated
(NoTE: Damages are noted at the end
of a report on a case as: Special dam-

ages: £100; General damages:
£2,500.)
special deposits /spef(o)l di

'pozits/ plural noun large sums of mon-
ey which banks have to deposit with the
Bank of England

special directions /spef(o)l dar
'rekJonz/ plural noun instructions given
by a court in a specific case, which are
additional to the standard instructions

special indorsement /;spef(a)l m
'dorsmont/ noun full details of a claim
involving money, land or goods which a
claimant is trying to recover

specialise /'spefolaiz/ verb 1. to
study one particular subject o He spe-
cialised in employment cases. 2. to pro-
duce one thing in particular o The com-
pany specialises in electronic compo-
nents. (NOTE: specialised -
specialising)

special procedure /spe[(d)l pro
'sizd3za/ noun a special system for deal-
ing quickly with undefended divorce
cases whereby the parties can obtain a di-
vorce without the necessity of a full trial

special resolution / spef(a)l rezo
'luzf(a)n/ noun a resolution of the mem-
bers of a company which is only valid if
it is approved by 75% of the votes cast at
a meeting
COMMENT: 21 days’ notice that special
resolution will be put to a meeting must
be given. A special resolution might
deal with an important matter, such as
a change to the company’s articles of
association, a change of the compa-
ny’s name, or of the objects of the
company.
special sessions  /;spef(a)l
'sef(o)ns/ plural noun a Magistrates’
Court for a district which is held for a
special unusual reason

specialty contract /spef(o)lti kon
'traekt/ noun a contract made under seal
specific devise /spo sifik di'vaiz/
noun devise of a specified property to
someone

specific disclosure /spo,sifik dis
'klou3a/ noun an order by a court for a
party to disclose specific documents or
to search for them and disclose them if
they are found to exist

specific legacy /spo,sifik 'legosi/
noun alegacy of a specific item to some-
one in a will

specific performance /spo,sifik po
'formons/ noun a court order to a party
to carry out his or her obligations in a
contract

specimen /'spesimin/ noun some-
thing which is given as a sample o to give
specimen signatures on a bank man-
date to write the signatures of all people
who can sign cheques on an account so
that the bank can recognise them
speeding /'spi:dig/ noun an offence
committed when driving a vehicle faster
than the speed limit o He was booked for
speeding.

spent conviction /spent kon
'vikfon/ noun a conviction for which an
accused person has been sentenced in the
past and which must not be referred to in
open court when trying a different case
sphere of influence /sfio ov
'influens/ noun an area of the world
where a very strong country can exert
powerful influence over other states o
Some Latin American states fall within
the USA’s sphere of influence.
splendid isolation / splendid ,aiso
'le1f(e)n/ noun a policy where a country
refuses to link with other countries in
treaties

spoils of war /,spoilz ov 'wo:/ plural
noun goods or valuables taken by an
army from an enemy

spoilt ballot paper /spoilt bealot
'perpa/ noun a voting paper which has
not been filled in correctly by the voter
(NOTE: spoiling — spoiled or spoilt)
spokesperson /'spauks,p3:is(a)n/
noun somebody who speaks in public on
behalf of a group (NOTE: The word
spokesperson is now often used, as it
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standard

avoids making a distinction between
men and women.)

spot price /'spot prais/ noun the
price for immediate delivery of a com-
modity

spouse /spaus/ noun 1. a husband or
wife 2. a person who is married to anoth-
er person

springing use /,sprigiy 'jurs/ nouna
use which will come into effect if some-
thing happens in the future

SPpY /spa1/ noun somebody who tries to
find out secrets about another country o
He spent many years as a spy for the en-
emy. o He was arrested as a spy. m verb
1. to watch another country secretly to
get information o She was accused of
spying for the enemy. 2. to see o I spy
strangers words said by an MP when he
or she wants to tell the Speaker to clear
the public galleries

squad /skwod/ noun 1. a special group
of police 2. a special group of soldiers or
workers

squad car /'skwod ka:/ noun a police
patrol car

square measure /skweo 'mezo/
noun area in square feet or metres, calcu-
lated by multiplying width and length
squat /skwnt/ verb to occupy premises
belonging to another person unlawfully
and without title or without paying rent
(NOTE: squatting — squatted)
squatter /'skwoto/ noun somebody
who squats in someone else’s property
COMMENT: If a squatter has lived on
the premises for a long period (over 12
years) and the owner has not tried to
evict him or her, he or she may have
rights over the premises.
squatter’s rights /'skwotoz raits/
plural noun rights of a person who is
squatting in another person’s property to
remain in unlawful possession of premis-
es until ordered to leave by a court
squeal /skwi:l/ verb to inform the po-
lice about other criminals (slang)
squire /'skwara/ noun US a local legal
official such as a magistrate
stabvest /'stebvest/ noun a padded
waistcoat, designed to protect a police or
security officer against attacks with
knives

staff turnover /sta:if ‘'tamouvo/
noun the regular changes in staff that oc-
cur in a workplace, when some leave and
others join

stakeholder /'steitkhouldsa/ noun 1.
someone with a personal interest in how
something happens 2. a person or group
of people who have invested in and own
part of a business 3. a person who holds
money impartially, such as money de-
posited by one of the parties to a wager,
until it has to be given it up to another
party

stakeholder pension /'steikhouldo
.penfan/ noun a pension scheme availa-
ble to employees through their employer,
although the employer does not have to
contribute any funds to it

stamp duty /'stemp ,dju:ti/ noun a
tax on documents recording legal activi-
ties such as the conveyance of a property
to a new owner or the contract for the
purchase of shares

stamped addressed envelope
/,steempd 9,dresd 'envoloup/ noun an
envelope with your own address written
on it and a stamp stuck on it to pay for the
return postage

stand /stend/ noun 1. an active cam-
paign against something o the govern-
ment’s stand against racial prejudice o
The police chief criticised the council’s
stand on law and order. 2. the position of
a member of Congress on a question (ei-
ther for or against) 3. o to take the stand
to go into the witness box to give evi-
dence m verb 1. to offer yourself as a can-
didate in an election o He stood as a Lib-
eral candidate in the General Election. o
He is standing against the present deputy
leader in the leadership contest. o She
was persuaded to stand for parliament. o
He has stood for office several times, but
has never been elected. 2. to exist, to be
in a state o The report stood referred to
the Finance Committee. (NOTE: stand-
ing — stood)

standard /'steendod/ noun the normal
quality or normal conditions against
which other things are judged o produc-
tion standards quality of production o
up to standard of acceptable quality
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standard agreement /stendad o
'gritmant/ noun a normal printed con-
tract form

standard directions / stendod dar
'rekfonz/ plural noun directions as laid
out in the practice direction for a partic-
ular track

standard disclosure / stendod dis
'klouza/ noun a statement by a party
about the existence of documents which
will support his case, or which do not
support his case, or which will support
the case of the other party

standard form contract / stendod
form 'kontrakt/ noun a contract which
states the conditions of carrying out a
common commercial arrangement such
as chartering a ship

standard letter /stazndod 'leto/
noun a letter which is sent with only mi-
nor changes to various correspondents
standard of living /stendad ov
'livig/ noun a quality of personal home
life such as amount of food or clothes
bought or the size of a family car
standard rate /'steendad reit/ noun a
general level of tax such as the level of
income tax which is paid by most tax-
payers or the level of VAT which is lev-
ied on most goods and services
Standard Time /'stendod taim/
noun normal time as in the winter
months

stand down /;staend 'davn/ verb to
withdraw your name from an election o
The wife of one of the candidates is ill
and he has stood down.

standi » locus standi

stand in for /steend ' fo:/ verb to
take the place of someone o Mr Smith is
standing in for the chairman who is away
on holiday.

standing /'standiy/ adjective perma-
nent m noun good reputation o the finan-
cial standing of a company

standing committee /'stendip ko
.miIti/ noun a permanent committee
which deals with matters not given to
other committees, e.g. a parliamentary
committee which examines Bills not sent
to other committees

standing orders /stendiy 'o:doz/
plural noun rules or regulations which

control the conduct of any official insti-
tution or committee

stand over / stend 'suva/ verb to ad-
journ o The case has been stood over to
next month.

Star Chamber /'sta: ,t [eimbo/ noun
formerly, a royal court which tried cases
without a jury

stare decisis /sta:rer di'sarsis/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘stand by
preceding decisions’: principle that
courts must abide by precedents set by
judgments made in higher courts

state /stert/ noun 1. a semi-independ-
ent section of a federal country such as
the USA 2. the government of a country
o offence against the state an act of at-
tacking the lawful government of a coun-
try, e.g. sedition, treason m verb to say
clearly o The document states that all
revenue has to be declared to the tax of-
fice.

state capital /;stert 'kapit(o)l/ noun
the main town in a state or province
State Capitol / stert 'kapit(a)l/ noun
in the USA, a building which houses the
State legislature in the main city of a
state

state-controlled /'stert kon,trould/
adjective run by the state o state-control-
led television

state enterprise /steit 'entopraiz/
noun a company run by the state o The
bosses of state industries are appointed
by the government.

stateless person /,stertlas
'p3:s(e)n/ noun somebody who is not a
citizen of any state

statement /'stertmont/ noun1. an an-
nouncement of something in public o
The company issued a statement denying
the allegations. o The celebrity’s manag-
er made a brief statement to the press. 2.
a formal account of what happened or
what was seen at a particular time, given
to the police who are investigating a
crime o to make a statement to give de-
tails of something to the police o to
make a false statement to give wrong
details to the police about something that
happened or was seen 3. the presentation
of information about something o state-
ments of case (in a civil court) docu-
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ments relating to a claim, including the
claim form, the particulars of claim, the
defence and counterclaim, the reply and
the defence to the counterclaim o state-
ment of claim a pleading containing de-
tails of a claimant’s case and the relief
sought against the defendant o state-
ment of truth a statement attached to a
claim form or the particulars of claim by
which the claimant or defendant states
that he believes that the facts given are
true (if it can be proved that he signed the
statement without believing it to be true,
he is guilty of contempt of court) o state-
ment of value a document filed by the
claimant as part of his claim, detailing
the value of the claim, or a document
filed by the defendant giving his estimate
of value in reply to the claim 4. a docu-
ment that shows the amount of money in
a bank account or information about
business accounts o « financial statement
o a monthly statement

statement of account /steitmont
ov o'kaunt/ noun a list of invoices and
credits and debits sent by a supplier to a
customer at the end of each month

statement of affairs /,steitmont ov
9'feaz/ noun an official statement made
by an insolvent company, listing its as-
sets and liabilities

statement of claim /steritmont ov
'klerm/ noun » particulars of claim
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has been replaced by particulars
of claim.)

Statement of Means /,steitmont ov
'miinz/ noun a statement showing the fi-
nancial position of the claimant, attached
to an application for Legal Aid

statement of truth /steitmont ov
'trui®/ noun a statement attached to a
claim form or the particulars of a claim
by which the claimant or defendant
states that he or she believes that the facts
given are true. If it can be proved that the
statement was signed without believing
it to be true, the claimant is guilty of con-
tempt of court.

statement of value /steritmont ov
'veeljui/ noun a document filed by the
claimant as part of a claim, detailing the
value of the claim, or a document filed by

the defendant giving an estimate of value
in reply to the claim

statements of case/ steitmonts ov
'ke1s/ plural noun documents relating to
a claim, including the claim form, the
particulars of claim, the defence and
counterclaim, the reply and the defence
to the counterclaim (NOTE: Since the in-
troduction of the new Civil Procedure
Rules in April 1999, this term has re-
placed pleadings.)

state of indebtedness / steit ov in
'detidnas/ noun the state of owing mon-
ey

state of repair/stert ov ri'pea/ noun
the physical condition of something o
The house was in a bad state of repair
when he bought it.

State of the Union message /steit
ov 09 ,juinjon 'mesidz/ noun US an
annual speech by the President of the
USA which summarises the political sit-
uation in the country

States of the Union /steits ov 00
'jurnjon/ plural noun the states joined
together to form the United States of
America

statistical  discrepancy /sto
tistik(9)l di'skreponsi/ noun the
amount by which two sets of figures dif-
fer

statistics /sto'tistiks/ plural noun
study of facts in the form of figures o He
asked for the birth statistics for 1998. o
Council statistics show that the amount
of rented property in the borough has in-
creased. o Government trade statistics
show that exports to the EC have fallen
over the last six months.

status inquiry /'stertos m kwarori/
noun a request for a check on a custom-
er’s credit rating

status quo / stertos 'kwou/ noun the
state of things as they are now o The con-
tract does not alter the status quo.
status quo ante /stertos kwou
'eenti/ noun the situation as it was before
statute /'stat [u:t/ noun an established
written law, especially an Act of Parlia-
ment

statute-barred / stetfu:t 'ba:d/ ad-
jective being unable to take place be-
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cause the time laid down in the statute of
limitations has expired

statute book /'statfu:t buk/ noun
all laws passed by Parliament which are
still in force

statute of limitations /;stetfu:t ov
JQmmir'terf(e)nz/ noun a law which al-
lows only a certain amount of time (usu-
ally six years) for someone to start legal
proceedings to claim property or com-
pensation for damage, etc.

statutorily /'steet fut(o)rili/ adverb by
statute o a statutorily protected tenant
statutory /'stetfut(o)ri/ adjective
fixed by law or by a statute o powers con-
ferred on an authority by the statutory
code o There is a statutory period of pro-
bation of thirteen weeks. o The authority
has a statutory obligation to provide free
education to all children.

statutory books /statfut(o)ri
'‘buks/ plural noun official registers
which a company must keep

statutory declaration
/,stetfut(a)ri dekla'rerf(a)n/ noun 1.
a statement made to the Registrar of
Companies that a company has complied
with certain legal conditions 2. a declara-
tion signed and witnessed for official
purposes

statutory duty /;stat [ut(o)ri 'djusti/
noun a duty which someone must per-
form and which is laid down by statute
statutory holiday /stetfut(o)ri
'holider/ noun a holiday which is fixed
by law

statutory instrument / stet [ut(o)ri
'Instromont/ noun an order with the
force of law made under authority grant-
ed to a minister by an Act of Parliament.
Abbreviation Sl

statutory legacy /statfut(o)ri
'legesi/ noun the amount of money
which is distributed to a surviving spouse
of a person who dies intestate and has
other surviving relatives but no surviving
children

statutory trust / stat[ut(o)ri 'trast/
noun an arrangement for holding proper-
ty on behalf of the children of a person
who has died intestate

statutory
/,stetfut(a)ri

undertakers
.Andoa'tetkoz/  plural

noun bodies formed by statute and hav-
ing legal duties to provide services such
as gas, electricity or water

statutory will /statfot(o)ri 'wil/
noun a will made on behalf of a person
who is judged unable to do so themselves
on the instructions of the Court of Pro-
tection

stay /ster/ noun the temporary stopping
of an order made by a court m verb to stop
an action temporarily o The defendant
made an application to stay the proceed-
ings until the claimant gave security for
costs. o One of the parties asked for the
action to be stayed for a month to allow
for a settlement to be attempted.

stay away order /ster o'wer ,0:do/
noun a court order that tells someone to
have no contact or communication with
another person

stay of execution /ster ov eksi
'kju:f(e)n/ noun a temporary prevention
of someone from enforcing a judgment o
The court granted the company a two-
week stay of execution. o The stay was
extended for a further four weeks.

stay of proceedings /;ster ov pro
'sitrdinz/ noun the stopping of a case
which is being heard o Proceedings will
continue when the stay is lifted.

steal /sti:l/ verb to take something
which does not belong to you o Two bur-
glars broke into the office and stole the
petty cash. o One of our managers left to
form her own company and stole the list
of our clients’ addresses. o One of our
biggest problems is stealing in the wine
department. o handling, receiving sto-
len goods the offence of dealing with
goods (receiving them or selling them)
which you know to have been stolen

stealing /'sti:lig/ noun the crime of
taking property which belongs to some-
one else o going equipped for stealing
notifiable offence of carrying tools
which could be used for burglary

steaming /'stirmig/ noun an offence
committed by a group of youths, usually
unarmed, who rush down a street or
through a public place such as a depart-
ment store, stealing items and harassing
people
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stenographer /sto'nografa/ noun an
official person who can write in short-
hand and so take records of what is said
in court

step- /step/ prefix showing a family re-
lationship through a parent who has mar-
ried again

stepfather /'stepfa:0o/ noun a man
who has married a child’s mother but is
not the natural father of the child

stepmother /'stepmads/ noun a
woman who has married a child’s father
but is not the natural mother of the child

stepparent /'step,pesront/ noun a
stepfather or stepmother

stinger /'stiga/ noun a device covered
in spikes that can be thrown across a road
to puncture a car’s tyres if the police
want to stop someone

stipendiary  magistrate /star
.pendiori 'mad3zistrert/ noun a magis-
trate who is a qualified lawyer and who
receives a salary (as opposed to an un-
paid Justice of the Peace). Compare lay
magistrate (NOTE: Now called District
Judge or Senior District Judge.)

stipulate /'stipjulert/ verb to demand
that a condition be put into a contract o fo
stipulate that the contract should run for
five years o to pay the stipulated charges
o The company failed to pay on the stip-
ulated date or on the date stipulated in
the contract. o The contract stipulates
that the seller pays the buyer’s legal
costs.

stipulation / stipju'lerf(o)n/ noun a
condition in a contract

stirpes » per stirpes

stirpital /'sta:pit(o)l/ adjective refer-
ring to an entitlement which is divided
among branches of a family rather than
among individuals o The judge placed a
stirpital construction on the rule that
children of a deceased person dying in-
testate must bring interest received from
that person into hotchpot.

stock /stok/ noun o in stock, out of
stock available or not available in the
warehouse or store

stockbroking /'stokbroukin/ noun
the trade of dealing in shares for clients o
a stockbroking firm

stock certificate /'stok so,tifikot/
noun a document proving that someone
owns shares in a company

Stock Exchange listing /'stok ks
tfemd3z \listiy/ noun an official list of
shares which can be bought or sold on
the Stock Exchange

Stock Exchange operation / stok
iks,tfeind3 ,ppa're1[(a)n/ noun buying
or selling of shares on the Stock Ex-
change

stock market manipulator /;stok
;ma:kit ma'nipjulerts/ noun some-
body who tries to influence the price of
shares in his or her own favour

stock market valuation /stok
.ma:kit velju'erf(a)n/ noun the value
of shares based on the current market
price

stock movements /'stok
.mu:ivmonts/ plural noun passing of
stock into or out of the warehouse
stock option /'stok ,opfon/ noun the
right to buy shares at a cheap price given
by a company to its employees

stock transfer form /stok
'treensf3: form/ noun a form to be
signed by the person transferring shares
to another

stock valuation /stol vealju
'e1f(9)n/ noun estimation of the value of
stock at the end of an accounting period
stolen goods / stouvlon 'gudz/ plural
noun goods which have been stolen
stop and search /stop on sa:tf/,
stop and frisk US /stop an frisk/ noun
the power held by a police officer to stop
anyone and search them, even though
there is no evidence that the person has
committed any offence

storm damage /'storm ,demidz/
noun damage caused by a storm
straight /streit/ adjective not dishon-
est o to play straight, to act straight
with someone to act honestly with
someone o to go straight to stop crimi-
nal activities

stranger crime /'stremndzo kraim/
noun a violent crime in which the attack-
er is someone whom the victim does not
know

street crime /'stritt kraim/ noun
criminal activity in a public place, espe-
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cially an urban area, especially theft of
personal possessions or cars, or the ille-
gal possession or use of firearms

street vendor /'striit ,venda/ noun
somebody who sells food or small items
in the street

strict liability /strikt laro'biliti/
noun total liability for an offence which
has been committed whether you are at
fault or not

strife /straif/ noun violent public argu-
ments and disorder

strike /straik/ noun 1. the activity of
stopping work because of inability to
reach agreement with management or
because of orders from a union 2. o to
take strike action to go on strike m verb
1. to stop working because there is no
agreement with management o to strike
for higher wages or for shorter working
hours o to strike in protest against bad
working conditions 2. to hit someone or
something o Two policemen were struck
by bottles. o He was struck on the head
by a cosh. 3. o to strike from the record
to remove words from the written min-
utes of a meeting because they are incor-
rect or offensive o The chairman’s re-
marks were struck from the record.

strike off / straik 'of/ verb to delete a
name or item from a list or record o to
strike someone off the rolls to stop a so-
licitor from practising by removing his or
her name from the list of solicitors

strike out /'straik aut/ verb 1. to de-
lete a word or words from a document o
to strike out the last word US way of
getting permission of the chair to speak
on a question, by moving that the last
word of the amendment or section being
discussed should be deleted 2. to order
something written to be deleted, so that it
no longer forms part of the case o o
strike out a pleading or a statement of
case o A party can apply for a statement
of case to be struck out if it is not verified.
o A court may strike out a statement of
case if it appears that the statement
shows no grounds for bringing the claim.
strip search /'strip sa:t[/ noun the
searching of a person after he or she has
removed their clothes (strip searches
should be carried out by a doctor or
nurse, or at least by a police officer of the

same sex as the person being searched)
(NOTE: Strip searches should be carried
out by a doctor or nurse, or at least by a
police officer of the same sex as the
person being searched.)

strongbox /'strogboks/ noun a heavy
metal box which cannot be opened easi-
ly, in which valuable documents, money,
etc., can be kept

strongroom /'strogruim/ noun a spe-
cial room in a bank where valuable doc-
uments, money, gold, etc., can be kept
STV abbreviation single transferable
vote

sub- /sab/ prefix less important
sub-agency /'sab ,eidzonsi/ noun a
small agency which is part of a large
agency

sub-agent /'sab ,erdzent/ noun
somebody who is in charge of a sub-
agency

sub-clause /,;sab 'klo:z/ noun part of
a clause in a Bill being considered by
Parliament, which will become a sub-
section when the Bill becomes an Act

sub-committee /'sab ko,miti/ noun
a small committee which reports on a
special subject to a main committee o He
is chairman of the Finance Sub-Commit-
tee.

subcontract noun /'sab kontrekt/ a
contract between the main contractor for
a whole project and another firm who
will do part of the work o They have been
awarded the subcontract for all the elec-
trical work in the new building. o We will
put the electrical work out to subcon-
tract. m verb / sabken'trekt/ to agree
with a company that they will do part of
the work for a project o The electrical
work has been subcontracted to Smith
Ltd.

subcontractor  /'sabkon,trekts/
noun a company which has a contract to
do work for a main contractor

subject /'sabdzikt/ noun 1. what
something is concerned with o The sub-

Jject of the action was the liability of the

defendant for the claimant’s injuries. 2.
somebody who is a citizen of a country
and bound by its laws o He is a British
subject. o British subjects do not need vi-
sas to visit Common Market countries. o
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liberty of the subject the right of a citi-
zen to be free unless convicted of a crime
which is punishable by imprisonment

subject to /'sabd3ikt to/ adjective 1.
depending on o the contract is subject
to government approval the contract
will be valid only if it is approved by the
government o agreement, sale subject
to contract agreement or sale which is
not legal until a proper contract has been
signed o offer subject to availability the
offer is valid only if the goods are avail-
able 2. being able to receive o these ar-
ticles are subject to import tax import
tax has to be paid on these articles

sub judice /,sab 'dzu:disi/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘under the law’:
being considered by a court and so not
decided (NOTE: Cases which are ‘sub ju-
dice’ cannot be mentioned in the media
or in Parliament if the mention is likely
to prejudice the trial, and so would con-
stitute contempt of court.)

sublease noun /'sabli:s/ a lease from
a tenant to another tenant m verb /sab
'lirs/ to lease a leased property from an-
other tenant o They subleased a small of-
fice in the centre of town.

sublessee / sable'sii/ noun a person
or company which holds a property on a
sublease

sublessor /;sable'so:/ noun a tenant
who lets a leased property to another ten-
ant

sublet /sab'let/ verb to let a leased
property to another tenant o We have
sublet part of our office to a financial
consultancy. (NOTE: subletting — sub-
let — has sublet)

submission /sob'mif(a)n/ noun 1. a
statement made to a judge or other per-
son considering a case o The court heard
the submission of defence counsel that
there was no case to answer. or In the
submission of defence counsel there was
no case to answer. 2. a document outlin-
ing a proposal given to someone who has
to make a decision about it o The dead-
line for submissions is the end of June. 3.
the process of presenting something for
consideration 4. the state of giving in or
having to obey someone

submit /sob'mit/ verb 1. to put some-
thing forward to be examined o to submit

a proposal to the committee o She sub-
mitted a claim to the insurers. 2. to plead
an argument in court o Counsel submit-
ted that the defendant had no case to an-
swer. o It was submitted that the right of
self-defence can be available only
against unlawful attack. 3. to agree to be
ruled by something o He refused to sub-
mit to the jurisdiction of the court.
(NOTE: submitting — submitted)

subornation of perjury
/,sabainelf(9)n av 'p3idzeri/ noun the
offence of getting someone to commit
perjury

subpoena /sa'piina/ noun a court or-
der requiring someone to appear in court
m verb to order someone to appear in
court o The finance director was subpoe-
naed by the prosecution.

subpoena ad testificandum /so
pino @&d testifr'’kendom/ noun a
court order requiring someone to appear
as a witness

subpoena duces tecum noun a
court order requiring someone to appear
as a witness and bring with them docu-
ments relevant to the case (NOTE: Since
the introduction of the new Civil Proce-
dure Rules in April 1999, these terms
have been replaced by witness sum-
mons.)

subrogation /,sabrav'gerf(a)n/
noun a legal principle whereby someone
stands in the place of another person and
acquires that person’s rights and is re-
sponsible for that person’s liabilities

subscribe /sab'skraib/ verb 1. o to
subscribe to a magazine to pay for a se-
ries of issues of a magazine 2. o to sub-
scribe for shares to apply to buy shares
in a new company

sub-section /'sab sekfon/ noun a
part of a section of a document such as an
Act of Parliament o You will find the in-
formation in sub-section 3 of Section 47.

subsequent /'sabsikwont/ adjective
following because of something

subsidiarity /sob sidi'ariti/ noun (in
the EU) a principle that the Community
shall only decide on matters which are
better decided at Community level than
at the level of the individual Member
States and that other matters shall be left
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to each Member State to decide (NOTE:
Subsidiarity only operates in those are-
as where the EU does not have exclu-
sive jurisdiction.)

subsidiary /sob'sidiori/ adjective re-
lated to, but less important than, some-
thing else o He faces one serious charge
and several subsidiary charges arising
out of the main charge.

subsidiary company /sob,sidiori
'kamp(o)ni/ noun a company which is
owned by a parent company
subsidise /'sabsidaiz/, subsidize
verb to help by giving money o The gov-
ernment has refused to subsidise the car
industry.

subsidised accommodation
/,sabsidaizd o koma'derf(a)n/ noun
cheap accommodation which is partly
paid for by someone else such as an em-
ployer or a local authority

substance /'sabstons/ noun 1. a
drug, solvent, gas or other material on
which someone can become dependent
or which can cause harm o regulations
on the transport of dangerous substances
such as corrosive chemicals o illegal
substances i controlled drug 2. the real
basis of a report or argument o There is
no substance to the stories about his res-
ignation.

substance abuse /'sabstons o
,bjuzs/ noun the practice of drinking too
much alcohol or using illegal drugs or
other substances

substantive /sob'stantiv/ adjective
real or actual

substantive law /sabstontiv 'lo:/
noun all laws including common law and
statute law which deal with legal princi-
ples (as opposed to procedural law which
refers to the procedure for putting law
into practice). Compare procedural law
substantive motion /sob,stentiv
'mauf(9)n/ noun a motion which is
complete in itself

substantive offence / ;sabstontiv o
'fens/ noun an offence which has actual-
ly taken place

substitute /'sabstitju:t/ noun some-
body or something which takes the place
of someone or something else m verb 1.
to take the place of something else 2. to

put something in the place of something
else o They made an application to sub-
stitute a party, but the claimant refused
his consent.

substituted service / sabstitju:tid
's3rvis/ noun serving a legal document
on someone other than by the legally pre-
scribed method, e.g. by posting it to the
last known address, or by advertising in
the press (NOTE: Since the introduction
of the new Civil Procedure Rules in
April 1999, this term has been replaced
by service by an alternative method.)
substitution/ sabsti'tju:f(a)n/ noun
an act of putting something or someone
in the place of something else o The sub-
stitution of a party may take place if the
court agrees that the original party was
named by mistake.

substitutionary /,sAbstr
'tjurf(a)n(o)ri/ adjective acting as a
substitute o He made a will leaving eve-
rything to his wife, but with the substitu-
tionary provision that if she died before
him, his estate devolved on their chil-
dren.

subtenancy /sab'tenansi/ noun an
agreement to sublet a property
subtenant /sab'tenant/ noun a per-
son or company to which a property has
been sublet

subversive /sob'vaisiv/ adjective
acting secretly against the government o
The police is investigating subversive
groups in the student organisations.
success fee /sok'ses fi:/ noun a fee
which is only paid to a lawyer if the case
he or she has taken has been successful
for his or her client

succession /sok'sef(a)n/ noun the
act of acquiring property or title from
someone who has died

successor /sak'sesa/ noun some-
body who takes over from someone o Mr
Smith’s successor as chairman will be
Mr Jones.

sue /sjui/ verb to start legal proceed-
ings against someone to get compensa-
tion for a wrong o fo sue someone for
damages o He is suing the company for
£50,000 compensation.

sufferance /'saforons/ noun an
agreement to something which is not
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stated, but assumed because no objection
has been raised o He has been allowed to
live in the house on sufferance.
suffrage /'safrid3/ noun the right to
vote in elections
suggestion box /sa'dzest[on boks/
noun a place in a company where mem-
bers of staff can put forward their ideas
for making the company more efficient
and profitable
suicide /'suisard/ noun 1. the act of
killing yourself o The police are treating
the death as suicide, not murder. o to
commit suicide to kill yourself o After
shooting his wife, he committed suicide
in the bedroom. 2. somebody who has
committed suicide
COMMENT: Aiding suicide is a notifia-
ble offence.
suicide pact /'su:isaid pakt/ noun
an agreement between two or more peo-
ple that they will all commit suicide at
the same time
sui generis /,su:ar 'dzenaris/ phrase
a Latin phrase meaning ‘of its own
right’: being in a class of its own
sui juris /su:ar 'dzuoris/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘in one’s own
right’: legally able to make contracts and
sue others or be sued. Compare alieni ju-
ris
suit /su:t/ noun a civil legal case
sum /som/ verb o to sum up (of a
judge) to speak at the end of a trial and
review all the evidence and arguments
for the benefit of the jury
summarily /'samorili/ adverb imme-
diately o Magistrates can try a case sum-
marily or refer it to the Crown Court.
summarise /'samaraiz/ verb to write
or give a short account of what has been
said or what happened (NOTE: summa-
rised — summarising)
summary /'samari/ noun a short ac-
count of what has happened or of what
has been written o The chairman gave a
summary of his discussions with the Ger-
man delegation. o The police inspector
have a summary of events leading to the
raid on the house. m adjective happening
immediately
summary arrest /samori o'rest/
noun an arrest without a warrant

summary conviction /,samori kon
'vik fon/ noun a conviction by a magis-
trate sitting without a jury

summary dismissal /samori dis
'mi1s(a)l/ noun the dismissal of an em-
ployee without giving the notice stated in
the contract of employment

summary judgment /samori
'‘dzadzmont/ noun an immediate judg-
ment of a case without a trial. This can be
decided by the court itself or can be ap-
plied for by a party believing the oppos-
ing party has no real chance of succeed-
ing with the case.

summary jurisdiction /samori
d3zvoaris'dik[on/ noun the power of a
magistrates’ court to try a case without a
jury or to try a case immediately without
referring it to the Crown Court

summary offence /,;samori o'fens/
noun a minor crime which can be tried
only in a magistrates’ court

summary trial / samori 'trarsl/ noun
the trial of a petty offence by magistrates
summing up /;samiyg 'Ap/ noun a
speech by a judge at the end of a trial, re-
viewing all the evidence and arguments
and noting important points of law for
the benefit of the jury (NOTE: The US
term is instructions.)

summit conference  /samit
'konf(a)rons/ noun the meeting of two
or more heads of government o The sum-
mit conference or summit meeting was
held in Geneva. o The matter will be dis-
cussed at next week’s summit of the EC
leaders.

summon /'saman/ verb to call some-
one to come o He was summoned to ap-
pear before the committee.

summons /'samoanz/ noun an official
command from a court requiring some-
one to appear in court to be tried for a
criminal offence or to defend a civil ac-
tion o He tore up the summons and went
on holiday to Spain.

Sunday closing /,sander 'klovzig/
noun the act of not opening a shop on
Sundays

sunshine law /'sanfain ,Io:/ noun a
law that prohibits closed meetings of
public bodies
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super /'suipd/ noun same as police
superintendent

supergrass /'suipagra:s/ noun a per-
son, usually a criminal, who gives infor-
mation to the police about a large
number of criminals (slang)
supervision order /;su:pa'viz(o)n
,01do/ noun a court order for a young of-
fender to be placed under the supervision
of the probation service
supplemental / sapli'mental/ adjec-
tive being additional to something
supplementary /sapli'ment(o)ri/
adjective additional

supply and demand /ss,plat an di
'‘marnd/ noun the amount of a product
which is available at a specific price and
the amount which is wanted by custom-
ers at that price

Supply Bill /sa'plar bil/ noun a Bill
for providing money for government re-
quirements

supply price /so'plai prais/ noun the
price at which something is provided
suppress /so'pres/ verb 1. to hide
documents 2. to prevent evidence being
given

suppressio veri /so,presiov 'verar/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘sup-
pressing the truth’: act of not mentioning
some important fact

supra /'su:pro/ adverb above
supremacy /su'premasi/ noun 1. a
situation where one person or group is
much more powerful than any other o
the supremacy of Parliament the situa-
tion where the UK Parliament can both
pass and repeal laws 2. the feeling that
the ethnic group you belong to is superi-
or to other groups 3. one of the twin pil-
lars of EU law, by which it cannot be
overridden by national laws even if the
national laws existed before the EU law.
It is based on all forms of EU law, i.e.
treaty articles, community acts and
agreements with third parties. ) direct
effect

Supreme Court /su,priim ‘'ko:t/
noun 1. o Supreme Court (of Judica-
ture) the highest court in England and
Wales, consisting of the Court of Appeal
and the High Court of Justice 2. in the
United Kingdom, a court that is planned

as a replacement for the Law Lords com-
mittee as the highest court in the land 3.
the highest federal court in the USA and
other countries

surcharge /'sa:tfa:d3/ noun 1. an ex-
tra charge 2. a penalty for incurring ex-
penditure without authorisation

surety /'[vorati/ noun 1. somebody
who guarantees that someone will do
something, especially by paying to guar-
antee that someone will keep the peace o
to stand surety for someone 2. something
such as money, deeds or share certifi-
cates deposited as security for a loan

surrender /so'renda/ noun 1. the giv-
ing up of aright or power 2. the giving up
of an insurance policy before the con-
tracted date for maturity o The contract
becomes null and void when these docu-
ments are surrendered. m verb to give in
a document, to give up a right o The
court ordered him to surrender his pass-
port. o She surrendered her rights to the
piece of land.

surrender value /so'rends ,velju/
noun money which an insurer will pay if
an insurance policy is given up before it
matures

surrogate /'saragoat/ noun a person
appointed to act in place of someone else

surrogate mother /sarogot 'mads/
noun a woman who has a child by artifi-
cial insemination for a couple when the
wife cannot bear children, with the inten-
tion of handing the child over to them
when it is born

surveillance /so'veilons/ noun the
activity of keeping careful watch on
someone to find out what they are doing
o The diplomats were placed under po-
lice surveillance. o Surveillance at inter-
national airports has been increased.

surveillance device /so,veilons di
'vais/ noun same as bug

survive /sa'varv/ verb to live longer
than another person o he survived his
wife o She is survived by her husband
and three children. o he left his estate to
his surviving relatives to the relatives
who were still alive

surviving spouse  /so,varvip
'spaus/ noun the living husband or wife
of a person who has died, who is usually
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the beneficiary of the estate, even if the
dead person died intestate. If there are
living children, then the spouse takes the
personal chattels, a statutory sum as leg-
acy, and interest in half the remaining es-
tate.

survivor /so'varva/ noun someone
who lives longer than another person

survivorship /so'vaivo[ip/ noun the
state of being the survivor of two or more
people who hold a joint tenancy on a
property

SUS law /'sas lo:/ noun formerly, a
law which allowed the police to stop and
arrest a person whom they suspected of
having committed an offence

suspect noun /'saspekt/ somebody
whom the police think has committed a
crime o The police have taken six sus-
pects into custody. o The police are ques-
tioning the suspect about his movements
at the time the crime was committed. m
verb /sa'spekt/ to believe that someone
has done something o He was arrested as
a suspected spy. o The police suspect that
the thefts were committed by a member
of the shop’s staff. (NOTE: You suspect
someone of committing a crime.)

suspend /sa'spend/ verb 1. to stop
something happening for a period of
time o We have suspended payments
while we are waiting for news from our
agent. o The hearings have been sus-
pended for two weeks. o Work on the
preparation of the case has been sus-
pended. o The employers decided to sus-
pend negotiations. 2. to stop someone
working for a period of time o She was
suspended on full pay while the police in-
vestigations were proceeding. 3. to pun-
ish a student by refusing to allow him to
attend school or college o Three boys
were suspended from school for fighting.
suspended sentence /so,spendid
'sentons/ noun a sentence of imprison-
ment which a court orders shall not take

effect unless the offender commits an-
other crime
suspension /sa'spenfon/ noun the
act of stopping something for a time o
suspension of payments o suspension of
deliveries
COMMENT: When an MP is ‘named’ by
the Speaker, the House will vote to
suspend him. Suspension is normally
for five days, though it may be for long-
er if the MP is suspended twice in the
same session of Parliament.
suspicion /sa'spif(o)n/ noun o on
suspicion feeling that someone has com-
mitted a crime o He was arrested on sus-
picion of being an accessory to the
crime.
suspicious /so'spifos/ adjective
which makes someone suspect o The po-
lice are dealing with the suspicious pack-
age found in the car. o Suspicious sub-
stances were found in the man’s pocket.
swear /swed/ verb to promise that what
you will say will be the truth o He swore
to tell the truth. o ‘I swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth’ words used when a witness
takes the oath in court
swear in /;sweo 'in/ verb to make
someone take an oath before taking up a
position o He was sworn in as a Privy
Councillor.
swearing-in /,sweoriy 'in/ noun the
act of making someone take an oath be-
fore taking up a position
swindle /'swind(e)l/ noun an illegal
deal in which someone is cheated out of
his or her money m verb to cheat some-
one out of his or her money o He made
£50,000 by swindling small shopkeepers.
o The gang swindled the bank out of
£1.5m.
swindler /'swindle/ noun somebody
who swindles
syllabus /'silobas/ noun US a head-
note giving a short summary of a case
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table /'terb(a)l/ noun o to let a bill lie
on the table US not to proceed with dis-
cussion of a bill, but to hold it over to be
debated later ¢ to lay a bill on the table
US 1. to present a bill to the House of
Commons for discussion 2. to kill debate
on a bill in the House of Representatives
o to table a motion US 1. to put for-
ward a proposal for discussion by putting
details of it on the table at a meeting 2. to
remove a motion from consideration for
an indefinite period

Table A / teib(o)l 'e1/ noun model arti-
cles of association of a limited company
set out in the Companies Act, 1985

Table B /teib(o)l 'bi:/ noun a model
memorandum of association of a limited
company set out in the Companies Act,
1985

Table C /teib(a)l 'si:/ noun a model
memorandum and articles of association
set out in the Companies Act, 1985 for a
company limited by guarantee having no
share capital

Table D /terb(o)l 'di:/ noun a model
memorandum and articles of association
of a public company with share capital
limited by guarantee, set out in the Com-
panies Act, 1985

Table E /teib(o)l 'iz/ noun a model
memorandum and articles of association
of an unlimited company with share cap-
ital set out in the Companies Act, 1985

tabs /tabz/ plural noun bands of white
cloth worn by a barrister round his or her
neck, instead of a tie

tacit /'teesit/ adjective agreed but not
stated o He gave the proposal his tacit
approval. o The committee gave its tacit
agreement to the proposal.

tail /teil/ » fee tail

take in/terk '/ verbto trick someone
into believing something that is not true
o We were taken in by his promise of
quick profits.

take out/ teik 'avt/ verb o to take out
a patent for an invention to apply for
and receive a patent o to take out insur-
ance against theft to pay a premium to
an insurance company, so that if a theft
takes place the company will pay com-
pensation

take over / teik 'ouva/ verb 1. to start
to do something in place of someone else
o Miss Black took over from Mr Jones on
May Ist. o The new chairman takes over
on July Ist. o the take-over period is al-
ways difficult the period when one per-
son is taking over work from another 2.
o to take over a company to buy a busi-
ness by offering to buy most of its shares
o The company was taken over by a large
international corporation.

takeover /'tetkouva/ noun the activity
of one business buying another o to
make a takeover bid for a company to
offer to buy a majority of the shares in a
company o to withdraw a takeover bid
to say that you no longer offer to buy
most of the shares in a company o the
company rejected the takeover bid the
directors recommended that the share-
holders should not accept the bid
Takeover Panel /'tetkouva ,pan(a)l/
noun a non-statutory body which exam-
ines takeovers and applies the City Code
on Takeovers and Mergers

talaq /'tzelaek/ noun an Islamic form of
divorce where the husband may divorce
his wife unilaterally by an oral declara-
tion made three times

tamper /'tempo/ verb o to tamper
with something to change something or
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tax-free

to act in such a way that something does
not work o The police were accused of
tampering with the evidence. o The
charges state that she had tampered with
the wheels of the victim’s car.

tangible assets /tznd3ib(o)l
'aesets/ plural noun assets which are vis-
ible, e.g. machinery, buildings, furniture
or jewellery

tariff /'teerif/ noun the minimum period
of time which a life prisoner must serve
in prison

tax /teks/ noun 1. money taken com-
pulsorily by the government or by an of-
ficial body to pay for government servic-
es 2. o to levy a tax, to impose a tax to
make a tax payable o The government
has imposed a 15% tax on petrol. o to lift
a tax to remove a tax o tax deducted at
source tax which is removed from a sal-
ary, interest payment or dividend pay-
ment before the money is paid out o tax
loophole legal means of not paying tax o
tax planning planning one’s financial
affairs so that one pays as little tax as
possible m verb 1. to impose a tax on
something, or make someone pay a tax o
to tax businesses at 50% o Income is
taxed at 29%. o These items are heavily
taxed. 2. to have the costs of a legal ac-
tion assessed by the court o The court or-
dered the costs to be taxed if not agreed.
3. to assess the bill presented by a Parlia-
mentary agent

tax abatement /'txks o ,bertmont/
noun the reduction of tax

taxable /'teksob(o)l/ adjective being
able to be taxed o taxable items items on
which a tax has to be paid

taxable income  /taksob(o)l
'tnkam/ noun income on which a person
has to pay tax

tax advantage /'tzks od,va:ntidz/
noun a special tax reduction accorded to
some classes of taxpayers such as those
with low pay, which must be extended to
workers who are not nationals of the
country

tax allowances /'taxks o lavonsiz/
plural noun part of one’s income which a
person is allowed to earn and not pay tax
on

taxation of costs /taxk,seif(o)n ov
'kosts/ noun formerly, the assessment of
the costs of a legal action by the Taxing
Master (NOTE: Since the introduction of
the new Civil Procedure Rules in April
1999, this term has been replaced by
assessment of costs.)

tax avoidance /'txzks 9,void(a)ns/
noun a legal attempt to minimise the
amount of tax to be paid

tax code /'taks koud/ noun a number
given to indicate the amount of tax al-
lowances a person has

tax concession /'teks kon,sef(a)n/
noun a reduction in the amount of tax
that has to be paid

tax consultant /'teks kon,saltont/
noun somebody who gives advice on tax
problems

tax court /'taks ko:t/ noun US a tri-
bunal which hears appeals from taxpay-
ers against the Internal Revenue Service

tax credit /'teeks kredit/ noun a part
of a dividend on which a company has al-
ready paid tax, so that the shareholder is
not taxed on it again

tax-deductible /,taxks di'daktib(a)l/
adjective being possible to deduct from
an income before tax is calculated o
these expenses are not tax-deductible
tax has to be paid on these expenses

tax deductions /'tazks di,dakfonz/
plural noun US 1. money removed from
a salary to pay tax 2. business expenses
which can be claimed against tax

taxed costs /teksd 'kosts/ plural
noun varying amount of costs which can
be awarded in legal proceedings

tax evasion /'tzks 1,ver3(e)n/ noun
illegally trying not to pay tax
tax-exempt / teks 1g'zempt/ adjec-
tive 1. (of a person or organisation) not
required to pay tax 2. (of income or
goods) not subject to tax

tax exemption /'teks 1g,zempfon/
noun US 1. the state of being free from
payment of tax 2. a part of income which
a person is allowed to earn and not pay
tax on

tax-free /txks 'fri:/ adjective on
which tax does not have to be paid
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tax haven /'teks /herv(e)n/ noun a
country where taxes levied on foreigners
or foreign companies are low

tax holiday /'teks ,holider/ noun the
period when a new business is exempted
from paying tax

Taxing Master /tzksiyp 'ma:isto/
noun an official of the Supreme Court
who assesses the costs of a court action
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this
term has been replaced in some con-
texts by costs judge.)

taxing officer / taksip 'nfiso/ nouna
person appointed by the House of Com-
mons to assess the charges presented by
a Parliamentary agent

tax inspector /'txzks 1n,spekto/
noun an official of the Inland Revenue
who examines tax returns and decides
how much tax someone should pay

taxpayer /'tzkspera/ noun a person or
company which has to pay tax o basic
taxpayer or taxpayer at the basic rate

tax point /'teeks poimnt/ noun 1. the
date when goods are supplied and VAT is
charged 2. the date at which a tax begins
to be applied

tax relief /'teks r1,li:f/ noun a reduc-
tion in the amount of tax that has to be
paid

tax return /'txks r1,t3:n/ nouna com-
pleted tax form, with details of income
and allowances

tax schedules /'txks ,fedju:lz/ plu-
ral nounssix types of income as classified
in the Finance Acts for British tax

TD abbreviation Teachta Dala

Teachta Dala / tiexts 'deelo/ noun a
member of the lower house of the parlia-
ment of the Republic of Ireland, the D4il.
Abbreviation TD

technical /'teknik(a)l/ adjective refer-
ring to a specific legal point, using a
strictly legal interpretation o Nominal
damages were awarded as the harm was
judged to be technical rather than actu-
al.

technicality /tekni'keliti/ noun a
special interpretation of a legal point o
The Appeal Court rejected the appeal on
a technicality.

teleological / ti:lia'lndz1k(o)l/ adjec-
tive referring to the final purpose of
something o The ECJ uses a teleological
approach to legislation.

telephone book /'telifoun buk/
noun a book which lists names of people
or companies with their addresses and
telephone numbers

telephone  hearing /telifoun
'hrarig/ noun a hearing conducted by
telephone and recorded on tape, using a
telephone conferencing system

tem /tem/ » pro tem

Temple » Middle Temple
temporary employment
/,temp(d)rari im'plormant/ noun full-
time work which does not last for more
than a few days or months

tenancy /'tenonsi/ noun 1. an agree-
ment by which a person can occupy a
property 2. the period during which a
person has an agreement to occupy a
property 3. the period during which a
barrister occupies chambers

tenancy at sufferance /,tenonsi ot
'saf(e)rons/ noun a situation where a
previously lawful tenant is still in posses-
sion of property after the termination of
the lease

tenancy at will /tenonsi ot 'wil/
noun a situation where the owner of a
property allows a tenant to occupy it as
long as either party wishes

tenancy in common /tenonsi
'koman/ noun a situation where two or
more persons jointly lease a property and
each can leave his or her interest to an
heir on their death

tenant /'tenant/ noun a person or com-
pany which rents a house, flat or office in
which to live or work o The tenant is lia-
ble for repairs.

tenant at will/ tenont ot 'wil/ nouna
tenant who holds a property at the will of
the owner

tenant for life / tenont fo 'laif/ noun
somebody who can occupy a property
for life

tender /'tenda/ noun o tender before
claim defence that the defendant offered
the claimant the amount of money
claimed before the claimant started pro-
ceedings against him. Also called de-
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fence before claim m verb 1. o to ten-
der for a contract to put forward an es-
timate of cost for work to be carried out
under contract o fo tender for the con-
struction of a hospital 2. o to tender
one’s resignation to give in one’s resig-
nation

tenderer /'tendors/ noun a person or
company which tenders for work o The
company was the successful tenderer for
the project.

tenement /'tenoment/ noun 1. prop-
erty which is held by a tenant 2. in Scot-
land, a building which is divided into
rented flats

tenens /'tenonz/ » locum

tenure /'tenjo/ noun 1. the right to
hold property or a position 2. the time
when a position is held o during his ten-
ure of the office of chairman

term /t3:m/ noun 1. a period of time o
the term of a lease o to have a loan for a
term of fifteen years o during his term of
office as chairman o The term of the loan
is fifteen years. o term of years a fixed
period of several years (of a lease) 2. o
term, terms conditions or duties which
have to be carried out as part of a con-
tract, arrangements which have to be
agreed before a contract is valid o He re-
fused to agree to some of the terms of the
contract. o By or under the terms of the
contract, the company is responsible for
all damage to the property. 3. a part of a
legal year when courts are in session.
The four law terms are Easter, Hilary,
Michaelmas and Trinity. o The autumn
or winter term starts in September. 4. a
word or phrase which has a particular
meaning o Counsel used several techni-
cal terms which the prisoner didn’t un-
derstand.

term deposit /'t3:m di,pozit/ noun
money invested for a fixed period which
gives a higher rate of interest than nor-
mal

terminable /'ts:minob(o)l/ adjective
being possible to terminate

terminate /'tz:mrneit/ verb to end
something, bring something to an end, or
come to an end o fo terminate an agree-
ment o His employment was terminated.
o An offer terminates on the death of the
offeror.

termination /ts:mi'neif(a)n/ noun
1. bringing to an end o the termination of
an offer or of a lease o to appeal against
the termination of a foster order 2. US
the act of leaving a job by resigning, re-
tiring, or being fired or made redundant
termination clause /t3imi
'ne1f(a)n klo:z/ noun a clause which ex-
plains how and when a contract can be
terminated

term insurance /'ta:m 1n,[uorons/
noun life assurance which covers a per-
son’s life for a fixed period of time
term loan /'t3:m loun/ noun a loan for
a fixed period of time

term shares /'ta:m [eoaz/ plural noun
type of building society deposit for a
fixed period of time at a higher rate of in-
terest

terms of employment /taimz ov
1m'plormant/ plural noun conditions set
out in a contract of employment

terms of payment /taimz ov
'permont/ plural noun conditions for
paying something

terms of reference /ta:mz ov
'ref(o)rons/ plural noun areas which a
committee or an inspector can deal with
o Under the terms of reference of the
commiittee, it cannot investigate com-
plaints from the public. o The tribunal’s
terms of reference do not cover traffic of-
fences.

terms of sale / ta:mz ov 'se1l/ plural
noun same as conditions of sale
territorial / terr'torriol/ adjective re-
ferring to land o territorial claims
claims to own land which is part of an-
other country o territorial waters sea
waters near the coast of a country, which
is part of the country and governed by the
laws of that country o outside territorial
waters in international waters, where a
single country’s jurisdiction does not run
territoriality /terttorri'eliti/ noun
the principle that a country has jurisdic-
tion only over its own territory. v extra-
territory /'terit(o)ri/ noun an area of
land over which a government has con-
trol o Their government has laid claim to
part of our territory.

terrorism /'terariz(a)m/ noun the use
of violent actions such as assassination
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or bombing for political reasons o The
act of terrorism was condemned by the
Minister of Justice.

terrorist /'terarist/ noun somebody
who commits a violent act for political
reasons o The bomb was planted by a ter-
rorist group or by a group of terrorists. o
Six people were killed in the terrorist at-
tack on the airport.

testacy /'testasi/ noun the condition
of having made a legally valid will

testamentary /testo'mentori/ adjec-
tive referring to a will

testamentary capacity /testo
.mentari ka'pasiti/ noun the legal abil-
ity of someone to make a will
COMMENT: A testator must be able to
make a will: he must be of sound mind
(i.e. must know what he is doing, what
property he has, and who he is leaving
it to), he must approve of the will (for
example, in cases where a will is pre-
pared for a testator by someone else),
he must be acting freely (not coerced
by anyone else, not tricked into mak-
ing a fraudulent will).
testamentary disposition /testo
.mentari ,dispa'zif(a)n/ nounthe pass-
ing of property to someone in a will
testamentary freedom /testo
.mentari 'fritdom/ noun freedom to dis-
pose of your property in a will as you
want
testate /'testert/ adjective having
made a will o Did he die testate? v intes-
tate
testator /te'sterta/ noun a man who
has made a will

testatrix /te'stertriks/ noun a woman
who has made a will

test case /'test kers/ noun a legal ac-
tion where the decision will fix a princi-
ple which other cases can follow

test certificate /'test sotifikat/
noun a certificate to show that something
has passed a test

testify /'testifar/ verb to give evidence
in court

testimonium clause /,test1
'mouniom ,klo:z/ noun the last section
of a document such as will or convey-
ance which shows how it has been wit-
nessed

COMMENT: The testimonium clause

usually begins with the words: ‘in wit-

ness whereof | have set my hand’.
testimony /'testimoni/ noun an oral
statement given by a witness in court
about what happened o She gave her tes-
timony in a low voice.

test of effectiveness /est ov 1
'fektivnas/ noun in the European Un-
ion, a test to show if an action is more ef-
fective when taken by a Member State
than when taken centrally. It is one of the
tests used to decide on subsidiarity.

test of scale / test ov 'skeil/ nounin
the European Union, a test to show if an
action is more effective when taken cen-
trally than when taken by a Member
State. It is one of the tests used to decide
on subsidiarity.

TEU abbreviation Treaty on European
Union

textbook /'tekstbuk/ noun a book of
legal commentary which can be cited in
court

theft /0eft/ noun 1. the crime of taking
of property which belongs to someone
else with the intention of depriving that
person of it o fto take out insurance
against theft o We have brought in secu-
rity guards to protect the store against
theft. o The company is trying to reduce
losses caused by theft. 2. the act of steal-
ing o There has been a wave of thefts
from newsagents.
COMMENT: Types of theft which are
notifiable offences are: theft from the
person of another; theft in a dwelling;
theft by an employee; theft of mail,
pedal cycle or motor vehicle; theft from
vehicles, from a shop or from an auto-
matic machine or meter.

there- /0ea/ prefix that thing

thereafter /deor'a:fto/ adverb after
that

thereby /dea'bai/ adverb by that
therefor /dea'fo:/ adverb for that
therefrom /deo'fram/ adverb from
that

therein /0ear'in/ adverb in that
thereinafter /deorm'a:fto/ adverb
afterwards listed in that document

thereinbefore /,0eorinbi'fo:/ adverb
mentioned before in that document
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thereinunder /,deorin'ands/ adverb
mentioned under that heading

thereof /deor'pv/ adverb of that o in
respect thereof regarding that thing
thereto /dea'tu:/ adverb to that
theretofore /0estu'for/ adverb be-
fore that time

therewith /0es'w10/ adverb with that
thief /6i:f/ noun somebody who steals
or who takes property which belongs to
someone else o Thieves broke into the of-
fice and stole the petty cash.

third party /,03:d 'pa:ti/ noun 1. any
person other than the two main parties
involved in proceedings or contract o the
case is in the hands of a third party the
case is being dealt with by someone who
is not one of the main interested parties.
v party 2. the other person involved in an
accident

third party insurance /,63:d pa:ti
In' fuarans/ noun insurance which pays
compensation if someone who is not the
insured person incurs loss or injury
third party notice /03:d paitr
'nautis/ noun a pleading served by a de-
fendant on another party joining that par-
ty to an existing court action

third party proceedings /03:d
\pa:ti pra'sitdinz/ plural noun the intro-
duction of a third party into a case by the
defendant, or by the claimant in the case
of a counterclaim (NOTE: The US term is
impleader.)

third quarter / 03:d 'kwo:ts/ noun a
period of three months from July to the
end of September

Third Reading /,03:d 'ri:dig/ noun a
final discussion and vote on a Bill in Par-
liament

threat /0ret/ noun 1. spoken or written
words which say that something unpleas-
ant may happen to someone, and which
frighten that person 2. an action or situa-
tion that could be harmful or dangerous o
The introduction of ID cards might be re-
garded as a threat to civil liberties.
threaten /'Oret(o)n/ verb to warn
someone that unpleasant things may
happen to him or her o He threatened to
take the tenant to court or to have the
tenant evicted. o She complained that
her husband had threatened her with a

knife. o threatening behaviour acting in
a way which threatens someone

threshold criteria /'0refhould krar
\traria/ plural noun the conditions that
need to be met before the social services
of a local authority can begin care pro-
ceedings, mainly, whether the child is
suffering or likely to suffer significant
harm if left in the care of its natural par-
ents, indicating that the child is beyond
parental control (NOTE: Since the intro-
duction of the Human Rights Act 1998,
the court must be satisfied that such an
order does not contravene Article 8,
which guarantees a right to family life.
Consequently, the court must be satis-
fied that any intervention is proportion-
ate to the legitimate aim of protecting
family life.)

ticket office /'tikit ,ofis/ noun an of-
fice where tickets can be bought

tied cottage /taid 'kotidz/ noun a
house owned by an employer and let to
an employee for the period of his or her
employment

time and motion study /taim on
'mauf(9)n ,stadi/ noun a study in an of-
fice or factory of the time taken to do
specific jobs and the movements em-
ployees have to make to do them

time-bar /'tarm ba:/ verb to stop
someone doing something such as exer-
cising a right because a set time limit has
expired (NOTE: time-barring — time-
barred)

time charter /'taim ,tfa:ts/ noun an
agreement to charter a ship for a fixed
period

time limit/'tarm ,limit/ noun the max-
imum time which can be taken to do
something

time limitation /'tarm limi,terf(o)n/
noun the amount of time which is avail-
able

time lock /'taim lok/ noun a lock such
as one in a bank vault which will open
only at a specific time of day

time policy /'taim ,polisi/ noun a ma-
rine insurance policy which runs for a
fixed period of time

time summons /'taim ,samonz/
noun a summons issued to apply to the
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court for more time in which to serve a
pleading

timetable /'taimteib(o)l/ noun a
printed list which shows the times of
things that are going to happen

tip off / tip 'nf/ verb o to tip someone
off to warn someone (informal) o We
think he tipped the burglars off that the
police were outside. o She tipped them
off that a police investigation was about
to take place.

tip-off /'tip of/ noun a piece of useful
information, given secretly (informal) o
Acting on a tip-off from a member of the
public, customs officials stopped the
truck. o The police received a tip-off
about a bomb in the building. o The po-
lice raided the club after a tip-off from a
member of the public.

tipstaff /'tipsta:f/ noun an official of
the Supreme Court who is responsible
for arresting persons in contempt of
court

title /'tart(o)l/ noun 1. the right to hold
goods or property o She has no title to
the property. 2. a document proving a
right to hold a property o He has a good
title to the property. o to have a clear ti-
tle to something to have a right to some-
thing with no limitations or charges 3.
the name of a bill which comes before
Parliament or of an Act of Parliament

title deeds /'tait(e)l ,di:dz/ plural
noun document showing who owns a
property o We have deposited the deeds
of the house in the bank.

token charge /,toukon 'tfa:d3/ noun
a small charge which does not cover the
real costs o A token charge is made for
heating.

token payment /'tovkon ,permont/
noun a small payment to show that a
payment is being made

token rent /toukon 'rent/ noun a
very low rent payment to show that a rent
is being asked

toll /toul/ verb US to suspend a law for
a period

top security prison /top s1,kjuoriti
'priz(9)n/ noun a prison with very strict
security where category ‘A’ prisoners are
kept

tort /to:t/ noun a civil wrong done by
one person to another and entitling the
victim to claim damages o action in tort
a case brought by a claimant who alleges
he or she has suffered damage or harm
caused by the defendant

tortfeasor /to:t'fizza/ noun somebody
who has committed a tort

tortious /'to: [as/ adjective referring to
a tort o tortious act a wrong, an act
which damages someone o tortious lia-
bility liability for harm caused by a
breach of duty

torture /'to:t[o/ verb to hurt someone
badly so as to force him or her to give in-
formation

torturer /'tortfora/ noun somebody
who tortures

total intestacy / tout(o)l in'testasi/
noun a state where a person has not made
a will, or where a previous will has been
revoked

total loss /,tout(a)l 'los/ noun o the
cargo was written off as a total loss the
cargo was so badly damaged that the in-
surers said it had no value

toties quoties /,toufti:z 'kwoufri:z/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘as often
as necessary’

totting up /,totiy 'ap/ noun the proce-
dure of adding previous convictions for
traffic offences to a present conviction.
Each conviction leads to an endorsement
of the driver’s licence and he or she may
be sufficient for disqualification from
driving if all the endorsements are added
together.

tourist visa /'tuorist ,viizo/ noun a
visa which allows a person to visit a
country for a short time on holiday

town planner /taun 'pleena/ noun a
person who supervises the design of a
town, the way the streets and buildings in
a town are laid out and how the land in a
town used

town planning /,taun 'pleeniy/ noun
the activity of supervising the design of a
town and the use of land in a town

trace /treis/ verb to look for someone
or something o We have traced the miss-
ing documents. o The police traced the
two men to a hotel in London.
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tracing action /tremsiy ‘'ekfon/
noun a court action begun to trace money
or the proceeds of a sale

track /traek/ noun one of three manage-
ment systems by which a court case is
processed: the small claims track, the
fast track or the multi-track

track record /'trak ,reko:d/ noun the
success or failure of someone in the past
o He has a good track record as a detec-
tive. o The company has no track record
in the computer market.

trade /treid/ noun 1. the business of
buying and selling 2. o to ask a compa-
ny to supply trade references to ask a
company to give names of traders who
can report on the company’s financial sit-
uation and reputation 3. all the people or
companies dealing in the same type of
product o He is in the secondhand car
trade. o She is very well known in the
clothing trade.

trade agreement /'treid o,grizmont/
noun an international agreement be-
tween countries over general terms of
trade

trade association /'treid asousi
.e1f(e)n/ noun a group which joins to-
gether companies in the same type of
business

trade description /treid di
'skrip[on/ noun a description of a prod-
uct to attract customers

Trade Descriptions Act /treid dr
'skripfonz &kt/ noun an Act of Parlia-
ment which limits the way in which
products can be described so as to protect
consumers from wrong descriptions
made by the makers

trade dispute /'treid di,spju:t/ noun
1. an international dispute over trade
matters 2. a dispute between manage-
ment and workers over conditions of em-
ployment or union membership

trade fixtures / treid 'fikst[az/ plu-
ral noun equipment attached to a proper-
ty by a tenant so that they can exercise
their trade, which may be removed at the
end of the tenancy

trade paper /treid 'peipa/ noun a
newspaper aimed at people working in a
particular industry

Trades Union Congress /treidz
'jurnjon kopgres/ noun a central or-
ganisation for all British trade unions.
Abbreviation TUC (NOTE: Although
Trades Union Congress is the official
name for the organisation, trade union
is commoner than trades union.)

trade terms /'treird taimz/ plural
noun special discount for people in the
same trade

trade union / treid 'juinjon/, trades
union/ treidz 'juinjon/ noun an organ-
isation which represents employees in
discussions about wages and conditions
of employment with employers o They
are members of a trade union or they are
trade union members. o He has applied
for trade union membership or he has
applied to join a trade union.

trading loss / treidiy 'los/ noun a sit-
uation where the company’s receipts are
less than its expenditure

trading profit /'treidip ,profit/ noun
a result where the company’ receipts are
higher than its expenditure

Trading Standards Department
/itreidig  'stendodz  di,pa:tmont/
noun a department of a council which
deals with weighing and measuring
equipment used by shops and other con-
sumer matters. Also called Weights and
Measures Department

trading standards officer / treidip
'steendodz ,of1sa/ noun an official in
charge of a council’s Trading Standards
Department

traffic /'treefik/ verb to buy and sell
something illegally o He was charged
with trafficking in drugs.

trafficking /'treefikin/ noun the activ-
ity of dealing in illegal goods o drug traf-
ficking o trafficking in persons the ille-
gal practice of finding and using human
beings for unpaid often unpleasant work
in situations their circumstances prevent
them from leaving

traffic offences /'traefik o fensiz/
plural noun offences committed by driv-
ers of vehicles

traffic police /'trefik po,lizs/ noun a
section of the police concerned with
problems on the roads
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traffic warden /'trefik ,wo:don/
noun a person whose job is to regulate
the traffic under the supervision of the
police, especially to deal with cars which
are illegally parked

trainee /trer'nii/ noun a young person
who is learning a skill or job

traineeship /trer'ni:f1p/ noun the pe-
riod during which someone is working in
a solicitor’s office to learn the law

trainee solicitor /trer,ni: so'lisito/
noun someone who is bound by a train-
ing contract to work in a solicitor’s office
for some years to learn the law (NOTE:
This term has officially replaced arti-
cled clerk.)

training contract /,treinip
'kontrakt/ noun a contract under which
a trainee works in a solicitor’s office to
learn the law (NOTE: This term has offi-
cially replaced articles.)

training levy /'treiniy \levi/ noun a
tax to be paid by companies to fund the
government’s training schemes

training officer /tremiy ofiso/
noun somebody who deals with the
training of staff

transact /tren'zakt/ verb o to trans-
act business to carry out a piece of busi-
ness

transaction /tren'zek [on/ noun o a
transaction on the Stock Exchange
purchase or sale of shares on the Stock
Exchange

transcript /'trenskript/ noun a
record in full of something noted in
shorthand or of recorded speech o The
Jjudge asked for a full transcript of the ev-
idence.

transfer noun /'treensfa:/ 1. the move-
ment of someone or something to a new
place 2. the movement of the hearing of
a case to another court m verb/trens'far/
to pass to someone else

transferable /trens'fsirob(s)l/ ad-
jective being able to be passed to some-
one else o the season ticket is not trans-
ferable the ticket cannot be given or lent
to someone else to use

transferee / trenzfo'ri:/ noun some-

body to whom property or goods are
transferred

transfer of property / trensfs: ov
'propati/, transfer of shares
/treensf3r ov '[eaz/ noun the move-
ment of the ownership of property or
shares from one person to another

transferor /treens'faira/ noun some-
body who transfers goods or property to
another

transit /'trensit/ » in transit

transit visa /'treensit ,viizo/ noun a
visa which allows someone to spend a
short time in one country while travelling
to another country

transparency /traens'peronsi/ noun
the state of being open and easy to under-
stand o Too many different decision-mak-
ing processes can cause a lack of trans-
parency.

transparent /trens'paront/ adjec-
tive 1. completely obvious o Her expla-
nation was a transparent lie. 2. open and
honest about official actions o The gov-
ernment insists on the importance all its
actions being transparent.

traveller’s cheques /'trev(o)loz
tfeks/ plural noun cheques used by a
traveller which can be exchanged for
cash in a foreign country

traverse /tra'vais/ noun denial in a
pleading by one side in a case that the
facts alleged by the other side are correct

treason /'tri:z(o)n/ noun a notifiable
offence of betraying one’s country, usu-
ally by helping the enemy in time of war
o He was accused of treason. o Three
men were executed for treason. o The
treason trial lasted three weeks.

treasonable /'tri:z(o)nob(o)l/ adjec-
tive being considered as treason o He
was accused of making treasonable re-
marks.

treason felony /tri:z(o)n 'feloni/
noun the notifiable offence of planning
to remove a King or Queen, or of plan-
ning to start a war against the United
Kingdom

treasure /'tre3o/ noun gold, silver or
jewels, especially when found or stolen o
Thieves broke into the palace and stole
the king’s treasure.

treasure trove /trezs 'trouv/ noun
treasure which has been hidden by some-
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one in the past and has now been discov-

ered
COMMENT: Formerly, any treasure
found was declared to the coroner,
who decided if it was treasure trove. If
it was declared treasure trove, it be-
longed to the state, though the person
who found it usually got a reward
equal to its market value. Since 1997
there is a new Treasure Act regarding
treasure. The word now covers objects
made of at least 10% gold or silver and
over 300 years old, whether they have
been buried intentionally or simply
lost. It also covers other items of value
such as pottery. Anyone finding treas-
ure still has to report it to the local cor-
oner, but they will only receive a re-
ward if a museum wants to acquire the
object. The reward is based on an in-
dependent expert's valuation. The
owner of the land where the object
was found is now also eligible for a re-
ward.

treasury /'trezori/ noun o the Treas-

ury Benches front benches in the House

of Commons where the government min-

isters sit
COMMENT: In most countries, the gov-
ernment’s finances are the responsi-
bility of the Ministry of Finance, head-
ed by the Finance Minister. In the UK,
the Treasury is headed by the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer.

treasury bonds /'trezori bond/ plu-

ral noun bonds issued by the Treasury of

the USA

Treasury counsel / trezori
'kaunsal/ noun a barrister who pleads in
the Central Criminal Court on behalf of
the Director of Public Prosecutions

Treasury Solicitor /trezori so
'lisita/ noun the solicitor who is the
head of the Government’s legal depart-
ment in England and Wales and legal ad-
viser to the Cabinet Office and other gov-
ernment departments

treaty /'triiti/ noun 1. a written legal
agreement between countries o commer-
cial treaty o cultural treaty 2. a formal
written agreement, especially between
two or more countries o to sell (a house)
by private treaty to sell (a house) to an-
other person not by auction

Treaty of Accession / triiti ov ok
'sefn/ noun the treaty whereby the UK
joined the EC

Treaty of Rome /triiti ov 'roum/
noun the treaty which established the EC
in 1957
Treaty on European Union / tri:ti
DN ,juarapiian 'juinjon/ noun the trea-
ty which created the European Union,
with three main pillars: the European
Community, the Common Foreign and
Security Policy, and the Common Home
Affairs and Justice Policy. Abbreviation
TEU
COMMENT: The TEU established a
committee of the regions; the Court of
Auditors became part of the Communi-
ty; more emphasis was put on cooper-
ation in culture, education, etc.; the
European Parliament had a greater
role than before; capital can move
freely between Member States.
trespass /'trespas/ nounthe tort of in-
terfering with the land or goods of anoth-
er person (note that trespass on some-
one’s property is not a criminal offence)
(NOTE: Trespass on someone’s proper-
ty is not a criminal offence.) o trespass
to goods tort of harming, stealing or in-
terfering with goods which belong to
someone else o trespass to land tort of
interfering with, going on someone’s
property or putting things or animals on
someone’s property without permission
o trespass to the person tort of harming
someone by assault or false imprison-
ment m verb to offend by going on to
property without the permission of the
owner
trespasser /'trespasa/ noun some-
body who commits trespass by going
onto land without the permission of the
owner
triable /'trarob(o)l/ adjective referring
to an offence for which a person can be
tried in a court o offence triable either
way offence which can be tried before
the Magistrates’ Court or before the
Crown Court
triad /'trareed/ noun a secret Chinese
criminal organisation
trial /'traral/ noun 1. a criminal or civil
court case heard before a judge o The tri-
al lasted six days. o The judge ordered a
new trial when one of the jurors was
Sfound to be the accused’s brother. o he is
on trial, is standing trial for embezzle-
ment he is being tried for embezzlement
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o to commit someone for trial to send
someone to a court to be tried 2. a test to
see if something is good ¢ on trial 1. be-
ing tested o the product is on trial in our
laboratories 2. before a court

trial balance /'trarasl \balons/ noun a
draft adding of debits and credits to see if
they balance

trial bundle / trarsl 'band(o)l/ noun
all the documents brought together by
the claimant for a trial in a ring binder
trial by jury / trarsl bar 'dzuari/ noun
proceedings where an accused is tried by
a jury and judge

trial judge /'traral dzadz/ noun a
judge who is hearing a trial

trial location /traiol lou'kerf(o)n/
noun a place where a trial is to be held
trial period / traisl 'proriad/ noun the
time when a customer can test a product
before buying it

trial sample /'traiol ,sa:mpal/ nouna
small piece of a product used for testing
trial timetable / traial 'taimteib(o)l/
noun a detailed timetable of a hearing,
set out in the listing directions, including
information such as the length of time al-
lowed for speeches and for cross-exami-
nation of witnesses

trial window / trarol 'windou/ noun a
period of three weeks during which a tri-
al is scheduled to take place

tribunal /trar'bjuin(o)l/ noun a spe-
cialist court outside the judicial system
which examines special problems and
makes judgments

trier of fact/ traio ov 'fekt/ noun US
a person such as a member of a jury
whose role it is to find out the true facts
about a case

Trinity /'triniti/ noun 1. one of the four
sittings of the law courts 2. one of the
four law terms

Trinity House / trintti 'havz/ noun a
body which superintends lighthouses
and pilots in some areas of the British
coast

trove » treasure

trover /'trouva/ noun an action to re-
cover property which has been convert-
ed, or goods which have been taken or
passed to other parties

true /tru:/ adjective correct or accurate
o true copy exact copy o [ certify that
this is a true copy. o The document has
been certified as a true copy.

true bill / tru: 'bil/ noun the verdict by
a grand jury that an indictment should
proceed

trust /trast/ noun 1. a feeling of confi-
dence that something is correct, will
work, etc. o we took his statement on
trust we accepted his statement without
examining it to see if it was correct 2. the
duty of looking after goods, money or
property which someone (the benefici-
ary) has passed to you (the trustee) o He
left his property in trust for his grand-
children. 3. the management of money or
property for someone o They set up a
family trust for their grandchildren. 4.
US a small group of companies which
control the supply of a product m verb o
to trust someone with something to
give something to someone to look after
o Can he be trusted with all that cash?

trust company /'trast kamp(o)ni/
noun US an organisation which super-
vises the financial affairs of private
trusts, executes wills, and acts as a bank
to a limited number of customers

trust deed /'trast di:d/ noun a docu-
ment which sets out the details of a trust

trustee /tra'stii/ noun a person who
has charge of money or property in trust
o the trustees of the pension fund

trustee in bankruptcy /tra sti: in
'bepkraptsi/ noun somebody who is
appointed by a court to run the affairs of
a bankrupt and pay his or her creditors

trusteeship /tra'sti: [1p/ noun the po-
sition of being a trustee o The territory is
under United Nations trusteeship.

trust for sale / trast fo 'seil/ noun a
trust whereby property is held but can be
sold and the money passed to the benefi-
ciaries

trust fund /'trast fand/ noun assets
such as money, securities or property that
are held in trust for someone

trust territory /trast ‘'terit(o)ri/
noun a territory which is being adminis-
tered by another country under a trustee-
ship agreement



turn over

trusty /'trasti/ noun a prisoner who is
trusted by the prison warders (slang)
truth in sentencing /tru:0 m
'sentonsiyg/ noun the principal, often
enforced by government legislation, that
convicted criminals should serve the full
sentence they have been given and not
become eligible for early parole

try /trar/ verb to hear a civil or criminal
trial o He was tried for murder and sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. o The court
is not competent to try the case.

TUC abbreviation Trades Union Con-
gress

turnkey operation /'ts:nki: bpo
re1f(a)n/ noun a contract where a com-
pany takes all responsibility for building,
fitting and staffing for a building such as
a school, hospital or factory so that it is
completely ready for the purchaser to
take over at an agreed date

turn over /t3:n 'auva/ verb to have a
specific amount of sales o We turn over
£2,000 a week.



U

uberrimae fidei /u: berimi: 'faider/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘of total
good faith’: state which should exist be-
tween parties to some types of legal rela-
tionship such as partnerships or insur-
ance o An insurance contract is uber-
rimae fidei.

UCC abbreviation Universal Copyright
Convention

UDI abbreviation Unilateral Declaration
of Independence

ulterior motive /al tiorio 'moutrv/
noun a reason for doing something
which is not immediately connected with
the action, but is done in anticipation of
its result and so is an act of bad faith

ultimate consumer / altimat kon
'sjurma/ noun the person who actually
uses the product

ultimate owner /altimot
noun the real or true owner

ultimatum /alti'meritom/ noun a
statement to someone that unless some-
thing is done within a period of time a
punishment will follow (NOTE: The plu-
ral is ultimatums or ultimata.)

ultra-leftist /,altro 'leftist/ noun ex-
tremely left-wing

ultra vires /,altro 'varri:z/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘beyond powers.” o
intra vires o their action was ultra
vires they acted in a way which exceeded
their legal powers

umpire /' Ampaid/ noun a person called
in to decide when two arbitrators cannot
agree

unadmitted / anod'mitid/ adjective
(of a member of staff of a solicitor’s of-
fice) not having been admitted as a solic-
itor

'aona/

unanimous /ju:'nenimos/ adjective
where everyone votes in the same way o
There was a unanimous vote against the
proposal. o They reached unanimous
agreement. o unanimous verdict verdict
agreed by all the jurors o The jury
reached a unanimous verdict of not
guilty.

unanimously /ju:'nemimasli/ ad-
verb with everyone agreeing o The ap-
peal court decided unanimously in fa-
vour of the defendant.

unascertained /aAnzso'teind/ ad-
jective not identified o Title to unascer-
tained goods cannot pass to the buyer
until the goods have been ascertained.
unborn /an'boin/ adjective referring
to a child still in the mother’s body and
not yet born

unchallenged /an't f2lind3d/ adjec-
tive not questioned or argued about
unclean » clean hands
unconditional /ankon'dif(o)nal/
adjective with no conditions attached o
unconditional acceptance of the offer by
the board o On the claimant’s applica-
tion for summary judgment the master
gave the defendant unconditional leave
to defend. o the offer went uncondi-
tional last Thursday the takeover bid
was accepted by the majority of the
shareholders and therefore the condi-
tions attached to it no longer apply
unconfirmed / ankon'f3:md/ adjec-
tive having not been confirmed o There
are unconfirmed reports that a BBC re-
porter has been arrested.
unconstitutional /,ankonst1
'tjuzf(a)n(a)l/ adjective 1. being not ac-
cording to the constitution of a country o
Legislation which is contrary to Europe-
an Community regulations is declared
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undisclosed principal

unconstitutional. o The Appeal Court
ruled that the action of the Attorney-
General was unconstitutional. 2. being
not allowed by the rules of an organisa-
tion o The chairman ruled that the meet-
ing was unconstitutional.
uncontested / ankon'testid/ adjec-
tive being not contested or defended o an
uncontested divorce case or election
uncrossed cheque / ankrpst 't fek/
noun a cheque which does not have two
lines across it and can be exchanged for
cash anywhere

undefended /,andi'fendid/ adjective
referring to a case in which the defendant
does not acknowledge service and does
not appear at the court to defend the case
o an undefended divorce case
undercover agent /andokavo
‘erdzont/ noun someone acting secretly
to get information or catch criminals
underlease /'andoli:s/ noun a lease
from a tenant to another tenant
underlet /'andalet/ verb to let a prop-
erty which is held on a lease
undermentioned /,ando
'men|(9)nd/ adjective mentioned lower
down in a document

undersheriff /'ands, ferif/ noun a
person who is second to a High Sheriff
and deputises for him

undersigned /ands'saind/ noun
somebody who has signed a letter o we,
the undersigned we, the people who
have signed below

understanding /,anda'steendir/
noun a private agreement o The two par-
ties came to an understanding about the
division of the estate. o on the under-
standing that on condition that, provid-
ed that o We accept the terms of the con-
tract, on the understanding that it has to
be ratified by the full board.
undertake /,ando'terk/ verb to prom-
ise to do something o fo undertake an in-
vestigation of the fraud o The members
of the jury have undertaken not to read
the newspapers. o He undertook to re-
port to the probation office once a month.
(NOTE: undertaking — undertook -
has undertaken)

undertaking /'ando teikig/ noun1. a
business o a commercial undertaking 2.

a promise to do something that has legal
force o They have given us a written un-
dertaking that they will not infringe our
patent. o The judge accepted the defend-
ant’s undertaking not to harass the
claimant.

undertenant /ands'tenant/ noun
somebody who holds a property on an
underlease

underworld /'andows:ld/ noun the
world of criminals o The police has in-
formers in the London underworld. o
The indications are that it is an under-
world killing.

underwrite /,ando'rait/ verb 1. to ac-
cept responsibility for o to underwrite a
share issue to guarantee that a share is-
sue will be sold by agreeing to buy all
shares which are not subscribed o The is-
sue was underwritten by three under-
writing companies. o to underwrite an
insurance policy to accept liability for
the payment of compensation according
to the policy 2. to agree to pay for costs
o The government has underwritten the
development costs of the building. (NOTE:
underwriting — underwrote — has un-
derwritten)

underwriter /'andorarts/ noun 1.
somebody who underwrites a share issue
2. somebody who accepts liability for an
insurance

undesirable alien /andizairob(s)l
‘e1lion/ noun a person who is not a citi-
zen of a country, and who the govern-
ment considers should not be allowed to
stay in the country o He was deported as
an undesirable alien.

undischarged bankrupt
/,andistfardzd  'bepkrapt/  noun
somebody who has been declared bank-
rupt and has not been released from that
state

undisclosed /,andis'klouzd/ adjec-
tive not identified
COMMENT: The doctrine of the undis-
closed principal means that the agent
may be sued as well as the principal if
his identity is discovered.
undisclosed principal
/,andisklovzd 'prinsip(e)l/ noun a
principal who has not been identified by
his or her agent



undue influence

undue influence /,andju: 'influons/
noun wrongful pressure put on someone
which prevents that person from acting
independently
unemployment /anim'ploimant/
noun absence of work o the unemploy-
ment figures or the figures for unemploy-
ment are rising
unemployment pay /anmm
'ploimant per/ noun money given by the
government to someone who is unem-
ployed
unenforceable /, Anin'fo:sab(a)l/ ad-
jective unable to be enforced
unequivocal / anr'kwivok(e)l/ ad-
jective clear and not ambiguous in any
way
unfair /an'fea/ adjective not just or rea-
sonable
unfair competition /,anfeo . kompo
'tif(a)n/ noun an attempt to do better
than another company by using methods
such as importing foreign products at
very low prices or by wrongly criticising
a competitor’s products
unfair contract term /anfeo
'kontraekt t3:m/ noun a term in a con-
tract which is held by law to be unjust
unfair dismissal /anfeo dis
'mis(a)l/ noun the act of removing
someone from a job in a way that appears
not to be reasonable such as dismissing
someone who wants to join a union
COMMENT: An employee can complain
of unfair dismissal to an employment
tribunal.
unfit to plead /an fit to 'plizd/ noun
mentally not capable of being tried
uni- /juini/ prefix meaning single
Uniform  Commercial Code
/,juiniform ko m3:[(9)l 'kaud/ noun in
the USA, a set of uniform laws govern-
ing commercial transactions
unilateral / ju:ni'let(o)rol/ adjective
on one side only, or done by one party
only o They took the unilateral decision
to cancel the contract.
unilaterally / ju:ni'let(o)rali/ adverb
by one party only o They cancelled the
contract unilaterally.
unincorporated association
/,aninko:porertid 9,s9ousi'erf(a)n/
noun a group of people, such as a club or

partnership, which is not legally incorpo-
rated

uninsured /anin' [uad/ adjective with
no valid insurance o The driver of the car
was uninsured.

United Kingdom  /ju: nartid
'kigdem/ noun an independent country,
formed of England, Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland o He came to the UK to
study. o Does she have a UK passport? o
Is he a UK citizen? Abbreviation UK

United Nations /juznartrd
'neif(a)nz/, United Nations Organiza-
tion noun an international organisation
including almost all sovereign states in
the world, where member states are rep-
resented at meetings. Abbreviation UNO

United States Code /ju:naitid
sterts 'koud/ noun a book containing all
the permanent laws of the USA, arranged
in sections according to subject, and re-
vised from time to time

United States of America /ju:
.nartid sterts ov 9'merika/ noun an in-
dependent country, a federation of 50
states in North America. Abbreviation
USA

COMMENT: The federal government
(based in Washington D.C.) is formed
of a legislature (the Congress) with
two chambers (the Senate and House
of Representatives), an executive (the
President) and a judiciary (the Su-
preme Court). Each of the fifty states
making up the USA has its own legis-
lature and executive (the Governor) as
well as its own legal system and con-
stitution.
Universal Copyright Convention
/,juiniva:s(9)l 'kopirart kon,venf(o)n/
noun an international agreement on cop-
yright set up by the United Nations in
Geneva in 1952. Abbreviation UCC
COMMENT: Both the Berne Convention
of 1886 and the UCC were drawn up to
try to protect copyright from pirates;
under the Berne Convention, pub-
lished material remains in copyright
until 50 years after the death of the au-
thor and for 25 years after publication
under the UCC. In both cases, a work
which is copyrighted in one country is
automatically covered by the copyright
legislation of all countries signing the
convention.

universal franchise / juinivsis(o)l
‘freent fa1z/ noun the right to vote which
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is given to all adult members of the pop-
ulation

universal suffrage / juinivsis(o)l
'safridz/ noun same as universal fran-
chise

unjust /an'dzast/ adjective not ac-
cording to legal or reasonable moral
standards

unlawful /an'lo:f(0)l/  adjective
against the law o unlawful sexual inter-
course sexual intercourse with someone
who is under the age of consent, etc. o
verdict of unlawful Kkilling (in a coro-
ner’s court) verdict that a person’s death
was murder or manslaughter

unlawful assembly /an lo:f(a)l o
'sembl1/ noun a notifiable offence when
a number of people come together to
commit a breach of the peace or any oth-
er crime

unless order /on,les 'o:do/ noun an
order that a statement of claim will be
struck out if a party does not comply
with the order

unlimited company /an limitid
'kamp(9)ni/ noun a company where the
shareholders have no limit as regards lia-
bility

unlimited liability /an Iimitid 1laro
'biliti/ noun a situation where a sole
trader or each single partner is responsi-
ble for all the firm’s debts with no limit
at the amount each may have to pay

unliquidated claim / anlikwidertd
'kletm/ noun a claim for unliquidated
damages

unliquidated damages
/. anlikwidertid  'demidziz/  plural
noun damages which are not for a fixed
amount of money but are awarded by a
court as a matter of discretion depending
on the case
COMMENT: Torts give rise to claims for
unliquidated damages.
unmarried /an'merid/ adjective not
legally married
unofficial /,ana'fif(a)l/ adjective not
official
unofficially /ans'fifsli/ adverb not
officially o The tax office told the compa-

ny, unofficially, that it would be prosecut-
ed.

unopposed / ana'pauzd/ adjective
(motion) with no one voting against

unparliamentary /an,pa:lo
'ment(a)ri/ adjective not suitable for
Parliament
COMMENT: Various terms of abuse are
considered unparliamentary, in partic-
ular words which suggest that an MP
has not told the truth. In a recent ex-
change in the House of Commons, a
Member called others ‘clowns’ and
‘drunks’; the Deputy Speaker said: ‘Or-
der. That is unparliamentary language,
and | must ask the hon. Member to
withdraw’. Another recent example oc-
curred when an MP said: ‘if the hon.
Member were honest, | suspect that
he would have to do the same’. Mr.
Speaker: ‘Order. All hon. Members are
honest.’.
unprecedented /an'presidentid/
adjective having not happened before, or
having no legal precedent o In an un-
precedented move, the tribunal asked the
witness to sing a song.

unprofessional conduct /anpro
fefon(a)l 'kondakt/ noun a way of be-
having which is not suitable for a profes-
sional person and goes against the code
of practice of a profession
unquantifiable /an kwontr
'farob(a)l/ adjective unable to be stated
exactly

unreasonable /an'ri:z(e)nob(a)l/
adjective not fair or acceptable accord-
ing to what might be usually expected
unreasonable  conduct /an
rizz(9)nab(a)l kan'dakt/ noun behav-
iour by a spouse which is not reasonable
and which shows that a marriage has bro-
ken down

unreasonably /an'ri:z(a)nabli/ ad-
verb in a way which is not reasonable or
which cannot be explained o Approval of
any loan will not be unreasonably with-
held.

unredeemed pledge / anridizmd
'pled3/ noun a pledge which the borrow-
er has not claimed back by paying back
his or her loan

unregistered /an'redzistod/ adjec-
tive referring to land which has not been
registered

unreliable / anr1'laiob(o)l/ adjective
being impossible to rely on o The prose-



unreported

cution tried to show that the driver’s ev-
idence was unreliable. o The defence
called two witnesses and both were unre-
liable.

unreported / anri'po:tid/ adjective
1. not reported to the police o There are
thousands of unreported cases of theft. 2.
not reported in the Law Reports o Coun-
sel referred the judge to a number of rel-
evant unreported cases.

unsafe /an'seif/ adjective referring to
a judgment which is not acceptable in
law and may be quashed on appeal

unsecured creditor /ansikjuad
'kred1to/ noun a creditor who is owed
money, but has no mortgage or charge
over the debtor’s property as security

unsecured debt / ansikjuad 'det/
noun a debt which is not guaranteed by
assets

unsecured loan /ansikjuad 'loun/
noun a loan made with no security

unsolicited /anso'lisitid/ adjective
having not been asked for o an unsolicit-
ed gift

unsolicited goods /ansalisitid
'gudz/ plural noun goods which are sent
to someone who has not asked for them,
suggesting that he or she might like to
buy them

unsolved /an'solvd/ adjective not
solved o an unsolved crime

unsound /an'saund/ adjective o per-
sons of unsound mind people who are
not sane

unsworn /an'swo:n/ adjective having
not been made on oath o an unsworn
Sstatement

unwritten agreement /an rit(o)n o
'gritmont/ noun an agreement which
has been reached orally but has not been
written down

unwritten law /an,rit(o)n '1o:/ nouna
rule which is established by precedent
uphold /ap'hould/ verb to keep in
good order o to uphold the law to make
sure that laws are obeyed o to uphold a
sentence to reject an appeal against a

sentence o The Appeal Court upheld the
sentence.

uplift /' aplift/ noun in a conditional fee
agreement, an extra fee paid by a client
to a lawyer if the case is won

Upper Chamber /apo 'tfeimbo/
noun the House of Lords or the Senate

upper class /'aps kla:s/ noun the ar-
istocracy and the richest and most influ-
ential business and professional people

upper middle class /,apo 'mid(o)l
kla:s/ noun wealthy professional people
and businessmen

urine sample /jvorin 'sa:mpal/
noun a small amount of urine taken from
someone to be tested

urine test /'juorin test/ noun a test of
a sample of a person’s urine to see if it
contains drugs or alcohol

use/ju:s/ noun 1. land held by the legal
owner on trust for a beneficiary 2. o land
zoned for industrial use land where
planning permission has been given to
build factories

user’s guide /'juizoz gard/ noun a
book showing someone how to use
something

usher /'aAfo/ noun somebody who
guards the door leading into a courtroom
and maintains order in court

usufruct /'juisjufrakt/ noun the right
to enjoy the use or the profit of the prop-
erty or land of another person

usurp /ju:'zaip/ verb to take and use
someone’s else role, position or right
when you do not have the authority to do
it

usurpation /ju:zs:'peif(e)n/ noun
the activity of taking and using a right
which is not yours

usurper /ju:'zaips/ noun somebody
who usurps power o The army killed the
usurper and placed the king back on his
throne again.

usury /'ju:zori/ noun the practice of
lending money at very high interest
utter /'ato/ verb to use a forged docu-
ment criminally
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V. against. Abbreviation of versus
(NOTE: Titles of cases are quoted as
Hills v. The Amalgamated Company
Ltd; R. v. Smith.)

vacant /'veikont/ adjective not occu-
pied
vacantia » bona vacantia

vacant possession /veikont po
'ze[(d)n/ noun the right to occupy a
property immediately after buying it be-
cause it is empty o The property is to be
sold with vacant possession.

vacate /vo'kert/ verb o to vacate the
premises to leave premises, so that they
become empty

vacation /vo'keif(a)n/ noun 1. a peri-
od when the courts are closed between
sittings 2. US a period when people are
not working

vagrancy /'veigronsi/ noun the state
of being a vagrant o He was charged with
vagrancy.

vagrant /'veigront/ noun somebody
who goes about with no work and no
place to live

valid /'veelid/ adjective 1. being accept-
able because it is true o That is not a val-
id argument or excuse. 2. being able to be
used lawtully o The contract is not valid
if it has not been witnessed. o Ticket
which is valid for three months. o He was
carrying a valid passport.

validate /'vali,dert/ verb 1. to check
to see if something is correct o The doc-
ument was validated by the bank. 2. to
make something valid o The import doc-
uments have to be validated by the cus-
toms officials.

validation /,vali'deif(a)n/ noun the
act of making something valid

validity /vo'liditi/ noun the state of be-
ing valid o A national court can ask the
ECJ for a ruling about the validity of a
Community act.

valorem /va'lo:rom/ » ad valorem

valuable /'valjuab(e)l/ adjective be-
ing worth a lot of money

valuable consideration
/,veeljuab(a)l kan,sida'rerf(e)n/ noun
something of value which is passed from
one party (the promisee) to another (the
promisor) as payment for what is prom-
ised

valuable property /valjub(a)l
'propati/ noun personal items which are
worth a lot of money

valuation /,velju'erf(o)n/ noun an es-
timate of how much something is worth
o to ask for a valuation of a property be-
fore making an offer for it

value /'velju:/ noun the amount of
money which something is worth o the
fall in the value of the dollar o He im-
ported goods to the value of £250. o The
valuer put the value of the stock at
£25,000. m verb to estimate how much
money something is worth o goods val-
ued at £250 o He valued the stock at
£25,000. o We are having the jewellery
valued for insurance.

Value Added Tax /velju: edid
'teeks/ noun a tax imposed as a percent-
age of the invoice value of goods and
services. Abbreviation VAT

valued policy /,valju:d 'polisi/ noun
a marine insurance policy where the val-
ue of what is insured is stated

valuer /'veljua/ noun somebody who
values property for insurance purposes
vandal /'vend(e)l/ noun somebody
who destroys property, especially public



vandalise 310

property, wilfully o Vandals have pulled
the telephones out of the call boxes.

vandalise /'vendolaiz/, vandalize
verb to destroy property wilfully o None
of the call boxes work because they have
all been vandalised.

vandalism /'vands,liz(o)m/ noun the
wilful destruction of property

variable /'veoriob(e)l/
changing

variable costs /,veariob(a)l 'kpsts/
plural noun costs of producing a product
or service which change according to the
amount produced

variance /'vearians/ noun the differ-
ence

variation /,veori'eif(o)n/ noun 1. the
amount by which something changes o
seasonal variations changes which take
place because of the seasons 2. a change
in conditions o The petitioner asked for a
variation in her maintenance order.

vary /'veari/ verb to change o The court
has been asked to vary the conditions of
the order. o Demand for social services
varies according to the weather.

VAT / vi: e1 'tiz, veet/ abbreviation Val-
ue Added Tax

VAT declaration /vet deklo
reif(a)n/ noun a statement declaring
VAT income to the VAT office

vault /voult/ noun an underground
strongroom usually built under a bank
VC abbreviation Vice Chancellor
vendee /ven'di:/ noun somebody who
buys

vendible /'vendib(a)l/ adjective able
to be sold o For a patent application to
succeed, the product being patented must
be vendible.

vendor /'vendos/ noun somebody who

sells o the solicitor acting on behalf of
the vendor

adjective

venue /'venjui/ noun a place where a
meeting or hearing is held

verbal /'va:b(a)l/ adjective 1. using
spoken words, not writing 2. referring to
spoken or written evidence m verb to use
threatening words when interviewing a
suspect

verbal agreement /v3ib(d)l o
'gritmant/ noun an agreement which is
spoken and not written down

verbal evidence /,v3ib(a)l
‘evid(9)ns/ noun written or spoken evi-
dence. Compare non-verbal evidence
(NOTE: British lawyers refer specifically
to spoken evidence as oral evidence.)

verbally /'v3:bali/ adverb using spo-
ken words, not writing o They agreed to
the terms verbally, and then started to
draft the contract.

verbals /'v3:b(o)lz/ plural noun words
spoken to a police officer by a suspect
(informal)

verbal warning /,va:b(a)l 'wornig/
noun a stage in warning an employee
that his or her work is not satisfactory,
followed by a written warning, if per-
formance does not improve

verbatim /vs:'beitim/ adjective, ad-
verb in the exact words o a verbatim
transcript of the trial o Hansard provides
a verbatim account of the proceedings of
the House of Commons.

verdict /'va:dikt/ noun 1. the decision
of a jury or magistrate o to bring in, to
return a verdict to state a verdict at the
end of a trial o The jury brought in or re-
turned a verdict of not guilty. o to come
to a verdict, to reach a verdict to decide
whether the accused is guilty or not o
The jury took two hours to reach their
verdict. 2. the decision reached by a cor-
oner’s court o The court returned a ver-
dict of death by misadventure.

versa » vice versa

versus /'v3isas/ preposition against
(NOTE: usually abbreviated to v. as in
the case of Smith v. Williams)

vest /vest/ verb to transfer to someone
the legal ownership and possession of
land or of a right o The property was
vested in the trustees. (NOTE: You vest
something in or on someone.)
vested interest /vestid 'itrost/
noun an interest in a property which will
come into a person’s possession when
the interest of another person ends
vested remainder /vestid 11
'‘meinda/ noun a remainder which is ab-
solutely vested in a person
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vesting assent/ vestiy o'sent/ noun
a document which vests settled land on a
tenant for life

vesting order /,vestiy 'o:do/ noun a
court order which transfers property

vet /vet/ verb to examine someone or a
document carefully to see if there is any
breach of security o All applications are
vetted by the Home Office.

veto /'viitau/ noun a ban or order not to
allow something to become law, even if it
has been passed by a parliament o The
President has the power of veto over
Bills passed by Congress. o The UK used
its veto in the Security Council. m verb to
refuse to allow something, especially to
use an official power to do so o The res-
olution was vetoed by the president. o
The council has vetoed all plans to hold
protest marches in the centre of town.
COMMENT: In the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, each of the five perma-
nent members has a veto. In the USA,
the President may veto a bill sent to
him by Congress, provided he does so
within ten days of receiving it. The bill
then returns to Congress for further
discussion, and the President’s veto
can be overridden by a two-thirds ma-
jority in both House of Representatives
and Senate.
vexatious /vek'seifas/ adjective an-
noying
vexatious action /vek seifos
‘zk[on/ noun a case brought in order to
annoy the defendant

vexatious litigant /vek seifos
'Iitigont/ noun somebody who fre-
quently starts legal actions to annoy peo-
ple and who is barred from bringing ac-
tions without leave of the court

viable /'vaiab(a)l/ adjective able to be
done o not commercially viable not
likely to make a profit o viable alterna-
tive different proposal which may work

vicarious /vi'keorios/ adjective not
personally interested
COMMENT: If the employee is on a frol-
ic of his own, the employer may not be
liable.
vicarious liability /vi keorios laro
'bil1ti/ noun a liability of one person for
torts committed by another, especially
the liability of an employer for acts com-

mitted by an employee in the course of
work

vicariously /vi'keariasli/ adverb not
directly

vicarious performance /vi kearios
pa'formons/ noun the performance of a
contract where the work has been done
by a third party

vice /vars/ Latin word meaning ‘in the
place of’ o was present: Councillor
Smith (vice Councillor Brown)

Vice Chancellor /vais 't[a:nsalo/
noun a senior judge in charge of the
Chancery Division of the High Court.
Abbreviation VC

vice-consul /,vais 'konsal/ noun a
diplomat with a rank below consul

Vice-President /vais 'prezidont/
noun the deputy to a president
COMMENT: In the USA, the Vice-Presi-
dent is the president (i.e. the chair-
man) of the Senate. He also succeeds
a president if the president dies in of-
fice (as Vice-President Johnson suc-
ceeded President Kennedy).
vice versa /vaisi 'v3iso/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘reverse position’:
in the opposite way o the responsibilities
of the employer towards the employee
and vice versa

victim /'viktim/ noun somebody who
suffers a crime or a wrong o The mugger
left his victim lying in the road. o He was
the victim of a con trick. o The accident
victims or victims of the accident were
taken to hospital.

victimless crime /viktimlos
'kraim/ noun a crime where there is no
obvious victim, e.g. drug pushing or
prostitution

vide /'vidi/ Latin word meaning ‘see’:
used in written texts to refer to another
reference

videlicet /'vidi:liset/ phrase a Latin
word meaning ‘that is’ (NOTE: usually
abbreviated to viz)

video conferencing /'vidicu
konf(a)ronsig/ noun a system of con-
ducting a hearing using closed-circuit
television and recording the events on
tape

Vienna Conventions /viens kon
'venf(9)nz/ noun conventions signed in
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Austria, generally relating to internation-
al treaties and the rights of diplomats
villain /'vilon/ noun a criminal
(informal) o The job of the policeman is
to catch villains.

villainy /'viloni/ noun a wilful illegal
act

violate /'varsleit/ verb to break a rule
or a law o The council has violated the
planning regulations. o The action of the
government violates the international
treaty on commercial shipping. o The
legislation was inapplicable in this case,
and the country had not violated the
Treaty.

violation /,vaia'leif(a)n/ noun the act
of breaking a rule o The number of traffic
violations has increased. o The court
criticised the violations of the treaty on
human rights. o in violation of a rule
breaking a rule

violence /'varalons/ noun an action
using force o violence against the per-
son one of the types of notifiable offenc-
es against the person, e.g. murder, assault
violent /'vawslont/ adjective using
force o a violent attack on the police o
the prisoner became violent the prison-
er tried to attack

virement /'varomont/ noun the trans-
fer of money from one account to anoth-
er or from one section of a budget to an-
other o The council may use the virement
procedure to transfer money from one
area of expenditure to another.

vires » intra vires, ultra vires

virtue /'vaitfui/ noun good quality
virtute officii /va:tuiti o'fisii/
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘because
of his office’

visa /'viiza/ noun a special document
or special stamp in a passport which al-
lows someone to enter a country o You
will need a visa before you go to the
USA. o She filled in her visa application
form.

visitor /'vizita/ noun somebody who
goes to see someone for a short time
visitor’s visa /'vizitoz ,viizo/ noun a
visa which allows a person to visit a
country for a short time

vis major /,vis 'merd3o/ noun Latin
words meaning ‘superior force’: force of

people or of nature such as a revolution
or an earthquake which cannot be
stopped

vital statistics /,vait(o)l sto'tistiks/
noun statistics dealing with births, mar-
riages and deaths in a town or district

viva voce /,vaiva 'vaut[i/ phrase a
Latin phrase meaning ‘orally’, ‘by
speaking’
vivos /'varvous/ plural noun a Latin
word meaning ‘living people’
viz » videlicet
void /void/ adjective not having any le-
gal effect o the contract was declared
null and void the contract was said to be
no longer valid m verb o to void a con-
tract to make a contract invalid
voidable /'voidab(a)l/ adjective being
able to be made void
COMMENT: A contract is void where it
never had legal effect, but is voidable
if it is apparently of legal effect and re-
mains of legal effect until one or both
parties take steps to rescind it.
voided /'voidid/ adjective deprived of
legal force
void marriage /,void 'merid3/ noun
a marriage which is declared not to have
had any legal existence
volenti non fit injuria /vou lenti
noun fit m'dzuvorio/ phrase a Latin
phrase meaning ‘there can be no injury to
a person who is willing’: a rule that if
someone has agreed to take the risk of an
injury he or she cannot sue for it, as in the
case of someone injured in a boxing
match

volition /va'lif(a)n/ noun the will to do
something o of your own volition be-
cause you decide to do something your-
self o She gave up her job of her own vo-
lition.

voluntary /'volant(o)ri/ adjective 1.
done without being forced or without be-
ing paid 2. without being paid a salary
voluntary confession /,volont(o)ri
kon'fe[(9)n/ noun a confession made by
an accused person without being threat-
ened or paid

voluntary disposition /,volont(o)ri
dispa'zif(a)n/ noun the transfer of
property without any valuable considera-
tion
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voluntary liquidation / volont(o)ri
Jikwi'derf(a)n/ noun a situation where
a company itself decides it must close
and sell its assets

voluntary manslaughter
/,volont(a)ri 'menslo:ta/ noun the of-
fence of killing someone intentionally,
but under mitigating circumstances such
as provocation or diminished responsi-
bility. y involuntary manslaughter
voluntary organisation
/'volont(a)ri ,0:gonaizerf(9)n/ noun an
organisation which has no paid staff
voluntary redundancy
/,volont(a)ri r1'dandansi/ noun a situa-
tion where the employee asks to be made
redundant, usually in return for a pay-
ment

voluntary unemployment
/,volont(9)ri Anim'ploimant/ noun a
situation where an employee resigns
from a job of his or her own free will and
does not look for another

volunteer /,volon'tia/ noun 1. some-
body who gives or receives property
without consideration 2. somebody who
offers to do something without being
forced m verb 1. to offer information
without being asked o He volunteered
the information that the defendant was
not in fact a British subject. 2. to offer to
do something without being forced o Six

men volunteered to go into the burning
house.

vote down /vout 'daun/ verb o to
vote down to defeat a motion o The pro-
posal was voted down.

vote in/ ,vout '/ verb o to vote some-
one in to elect someone o The Tory can-
didate was voted in.

vote out / vout 'aut/ verb o to vote
someone out to make someone lose an
election o The government was voted out
of office within a year.

voter /'vouto/ noun somebody who
votes

voting /'vautig/ noun the act of mak-
ing a vote

voting paper /'voutiy ,peipa/ noun a
piece of paper on which the voter puts a
cross to show for whom he or she wants
to vote

voting rights /'voutiy raits/ plural
noun rights of shareholders to voting at
company meetings

vouch for /'vaut foi/ verb 1. to state
that you believe something is correct, to
say that you take responsibility for some-
thing o I cannot vouch for the correct-
ness of the transcript of proceedings. 2.
to say that you take responsibility for
something
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wage claim /'weid3 kleirm/ noun a re-
quest for an increase in wages

wage review /'weid3 ri1,vju:/ noun
an examination of salaries or wages in a
company to see if the employees should
earn more

waive /werv/ verb to give up a right o
He waived his claim to the estate. o to
waive a payment to say that payment is
not necessary

waiver /'werva/ noun an act of volun-
tarily giving up a right, or removing the
conditions of a rule o If you want to work
without a permit, you will have to apply
for a waiver.

waiver clause /'wervo klo:z/ noun a
clause in a contract giving the conditions
under which the rights in the contract can
be given up

Wales and Chester Circuit /, weilz
an 'tfesto ,s3:kit/ noun one of the six
circuits of the Crown Court to which bar-
risters belong, with its centre in Cardiff
walking possession /woikip po
'ze[(a)n/ noun temporary possession of
a debtor’s goods taken by a bailiff or
sheriff until they can be sold to satisfy
execution

wall safe /'wo:l serf/ noun a safe fixed
in a wall

wanted /'wontid/ adjective required
for questioning as a suspect in a crime
war crimes /'wo: kraimz/ plural noun
criminal acts committed by a country, or
by people in positions of power during
time of war

ward /woid/ noun 1. a division of a
town or city for administrative purposes
o an electoral ward area of a town rep-
resented by a councillor on a local coun-
cil 2. a minor protected by a guardian o
Mr Jones acting on behalf of his ward,

Miss Smith. 3. a minor protected by a
court m verbto make a child a ward o The
court warded the girl.

warden /'wo:d(a)n/ noun 1. somebody
who is in charge of an institution 2. US
the head of a prison (NOTE: The British
equivalent is prison governor.) 3.
somebody who sees that rules are obeyed

warder /'wo:da/ noun a guard in a pris-
on

ward of court /, wo:d ov 'ko:t/ noun
a minor under the protection of the High
Court o The High Court declared the girl
ward of court, to protect her from her un-
cle who wanted to take her out of the
country.

wardship /'wo:df1p/ noun 1. the role
of being in charge of a ward o The judge
has discretion to exercise the wardship

Jjurisdiction. 2. the power of a court to

take on itself the rights and responsibili-
ties of parents in the interests of a child

warehousing /'weshauvziy/ noun the
act of storing goods o Warehousing costs
are rising rapidly. o warehousing in
bond keeping imported goods in a ware-
house without payment of duty, either to
be exported again, or for sale into the
country when the duty has been paid

warrant /'woront/ noun 1. an official
document from a court which allows
someone to do something o to issue a
warrant for the arrest of someone, to
issue an arrest warrant for someone to
make out and sign an official document
which authorises the police to arrest
someone 2. an official document author-
ising the payment of money o a dividend
warrant

warrantee / woron'ti:/ noun some-
body who is given a warranty
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warrant of attachment/ woront ov
9'tetmont/ noun a warrant which au-
thorises the bailiff to arrest a person in
contempt of court

warrant of committal / woront ov
ko'mit(e)l/ noun same as committal
warrant

warrant of execution / worant ov
.eksi'kju:f(a)n/ noun a warrant issued
by a court which gives the bailiffs or
sheriffs the power to seize goods from a
debtor in order to pay his or her debts
warrantor / woron'to:/ noun some-
body who gives a warranty

warranty /'woranti/ noun 1. a guaran-
tee o The car is sold with a twelve-month
warranty. o The warranty covers spare
parts but not labour costs. 2. a contractu-
al term which is secondary to the main
purpose of the contract 3. a statement
made by an insured person which de-
clares that the facts stated by them are
true

wash sale /'wp] seil/ noun the activi-
ty of buying stock and selling it almost
immediately, to give the impression that
business is good

wasted costs order / weistid kosts
'o:da/ noun an order by a court that a
party has to pay the costs involved in a
case which has to be postponed because
the party’s representative is badly pre-
pared or incompetent

watch /wot [/ noun a group of people
who patrol the streets to maintain law
and order

watch committee /'wot| ko miti/
noun a committee of a local authority
which supervises the policing of an area
watchdog /'wot[dog/, watchdog
body /'wot [dog ,bodi/ noun 1. a body
which sees that the law is obeyed o The
Commission acts as the watchdog for
competition law. 2. a body which takes
note of what official bodies such as gov-
ernment departments or commercial
firms are doing to see that regulations are
not being abused

water pollution /'wo:to pa,lu:f(a)n/
noun the polluting of the sea, rivers,
lakes or canals

weapon /'wepan/ noun o dangerous,
offensive weapon an item which can be

used to harm someone physically, e.g. a
gun, a knife o carrying offensive weap-
ons the offence of holding a weapon or
something such as a bottle which could
be used as a weapon

Weekly Law Reports /,wi:kli 'lo: r1
poits/ plural noun regular reports of
cases published by the Council of Law
Reporting. Abbreviation WLR

weight limit /'wert limit/ noun the
maximum permitted weight

welfare /'welfea/ noun the state of be-
ing well cared for o It is the duty of the

Juvenile court to see to the welfare of

children in care.

Wells notice /'welz ,noutis/ noun a
notice from the US Securities and Ex-
change Commission informing the recip-
ient that a lawsuit will be filed against
him or he and outlining the charges and
evidence supporting them

Western Circuit / weston 'saikit/
noun one of the six circuits of the Crown
Court to which barristers belong, with its
centre in Bristol

whatsoever / wotsouv'evo/ adjective
of any sort o There is no substance what-
soever in the report. o The police found
no suspicious documents whatsoever.
(NOTE: always used after a noun and af-
ter a negative)

whereas /wear'®z/ conjunction as the
situation is stated, taking the following
fact into consideration o whereas the
property is held in trust for the appellant
o whereas the contract between the two
parties stipulated that either party may
withdraw at six months’ notice
whereby /wea'bar/ adverb by which o
a deed whereby ownership of the proper-
ty is transferred

wherein /wear'mn/ adverb in which o a
document wherein the regulations are
listed

whereof /wear'ov/ adverb of which o
in witness whereof I sign my hand I
sign as a witness that this is correct
whereon /wear'pn/ adverb on which
o land whereon a dwelling is constructed
wheresoever /,weasouv'eva/ adverb
in any place where o the insurance cov-
ering jewels wheresoever they may be
kept
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White Book /'wart buk/ noun a book
containing the Rules of the Supreme
Court and a commentary on them
white collar crime /wart kolo
'krarm/ noun crime committed by busi-
ness people or office workers, e.g. em-
bezzlement, computer fraud or insider
dealings

White Paper / wait 'peipa/ nounare-
port issued by the government as a state-
ment of government policy on a particu-
lar problem, often setting out proposals
for changes to legislation for discussion
before a Bill is drafted. Compare Green
Paper

whole-life insurance / houl 'laif
Juarans/ noun an insurance policy for
which the insured person pays premiums
for an entire lifetime and the insurance
company pays a sum when he or she dies
(NOTE: For life insurance, British Eng-
lish prefers to use assurance.)
wholesale /'houlseil/ adjective, ad-
verb buying goods direct from the pro-
ducers and selling in large quantities to
traders who then sell in smaller quanti-
ties to the general public

wholesale dealer /houlseil di:lo/
noun somebody who buys in bulk from
producers and sells to retailers
wholly-owned subsidiary / houlli
osund sob'sidjori/ noun a company
which is owned completely by another
company

wilful /'wilf(a)l/ adjective 1. (person)
who is determined to do what he or she
wants 2. done because someone wants to
do it, regardless of the effect it may have
on others (NOTE: [all senses] The US
spelling is willful.)

wilfully /'wilfuli/ adverb done because
someone wants to do it, regardless of the
effect on others o He wilfully set fire to
the building.

wilful misconduct / wilf(e)l mis
'kondakt/ noun an act of doing some-
thing which harms someone while know-
ing it is wrong

wilful murder /wilf(o)l 'ms:do/
noun murder which is premeditated
wilful neglect /wilf(a)l nr'glekt/
noun intentionally not doing something
which it is your duty to do

will /wil/ noun » last will and testa-
ment
COMMENT: To make a valid will, a per-
son must be of age and of sound mind;
normally a will must be signed and wit-
nessed in the presence of two witness-
es who are not interested in the will. In
English law there is complete freedom
to dispose of one’s property after
death as one wishes. However, any
dependant may apply for provision to
be made out of the estate of a de-
ceased under the Inheritance (Provi-
sion for Family and Dependants) Act.
winding up /,waindip 'Ap/ noun lig-
uidation, the closing of a company and
selling its assets
winding up petition / wamndiy ap
pa'tif(e)n/ noun an application to a
court for an order that a company be put
into liquidation
window /'windsu/ noun o window of
opportunity short moment when the
conditions for something are especially
favourable

wind up /,waind 'ap/ verb 1. to end
something such as a meeting o He wound
up the meeting with a vote of thanks to
the committee. 2. o to wind up a compa-
ny to put a company into liquidation o
The court ordered the company to be
wound up.

wire fraud /'wars fro:d/ noun in the
USA, the crime of using interstate tele-
communications systems to obtain mon-
ey or some other benefit by deception
wiretapping /'warstepiy/ noun the
action of secretly listening in on a tele-
phone line

with costs /w10 'kosts/ adverb o
judgment for someone with costs judg-
ment that the party’s plea was correct and
that all the costs of the case should be
paid by the other party

withdraw /w10'dro:/ verb1. to say that
a charge, accusation or statement is no
longer valid o The prosecution has with-
drawn the charges against him. o He was
forced to withdraw his statement. o The
chairman asked him to withdraw the re-
marks he had made about the finance di-
rector. 2. to take money out of an account
o to withdraw money from the bank or
from your account o You can withdraw
up to £50 from any bank on presentation
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of a banker’s card. 3. to take back an of-
fer o one of the company’s backers has
withdrawn he stopped supporting the
company financially

withhold /w1d'hauld/ verb not to give
something such as information which
should be given o She was charged with
withholding information from the police.
o Approval of any loan will not be unrea-
sonably withheld.

without /wi'daut/ preposition o with-
out prejudice phrase spoken or written
in letters when attempting to negotiate a
settlement, meaning that the negotiations
cannot be referred to in court or relied
upon by the other party if the discussions
fail o without reserve sale at an auction
where an item has no reserve price

witness /'witnas/ noun 1. somebody
who sees something happen or who is
present when something happens o to
act as a witness to a document, a signa-
ture to sign a document to show that you
have watched the main signatory sign it
o in witness whereof first words of the
testimonium clause, where the signatory
of the will or contract signs 2. somebody
who appears in court to give evidence m
verb to sign a document to show that you
guarantee that the other signatures on it
are genuine o fo witness an agreement or
a signature o ‘now this deed witnes-
seth’ words indicating that the details of
the agreement follow

witness box /'witnas ,boks/ noun a
place in a courtroom where the witnesses
give evidence

witness of fact / witnos ov 'feekt/
noun somebody who gives evidence to
say that facts in a claim are true
witness statement  / witnos
'steitmont/ noun a written statement
made by a witness and signed, contain-
ing evidence which he or she will make
orally in court

witness summary  /,witnas
'samari/ noun a short document which
summarises the evidence which will be
in a witness statement, or which lists
points which a witness will be ques-
tioned on in court

witness  summons  /'witnas
,SAmanz/ noun a court order requiring
someone to appear as a witness and if

necessary produce documents relevant to
the case (NOTE: Since the introduction of
the new Civil Procedure Rules in April
1999, this term has replaced subpoe-
na ad testificandum and subpoena
duces tecum.)

WLR abbreviation Weekly Law Reports
woman police constable / womon
palits 'kanstab(a)l/ noun the lowest
rank of police officer o The sergeant and
six constables searched the premises.
(NOTE: Constable can be used to ad-
dress a policeman; also used with a
name: Constable Smith; it is usually
abbreviated to PC or WPC.)
Woolsack /'wulsek/ noun the seat of
the Lord Chancellor in the House of
Lords

word /w3:d/ noun o to give one’s word
to promise o He gave his word that the
matter would remain confidential.
wording /'wa:diy/ noun a series of
words o Did you understand the wording
of the contract?

words of art /wa:dz ov 'a:t/ noun
words that have a special meaning in law
working party /'wa:kiy ,pa:ti/ noun
a group of experts who study a problem
o The government has set up a working
party to study the problems of industrial
waste. o Professor Smith is the chairman
of the working party on drug abuse.
work in hand /,w3:k i 'hand/ noun
work which is in progress but not fin-
ished

work permit /'wa:k ,paimit/ noun an
official document which allows someone
who is not a citizen to work in a country
wound /wu:nd/ noun a cut done to the
skin of a person o She has a knife wound
in her leg. m verb to injure or to hurt
someone in such a way that his or her
skin is cut o He was wounded in the fight.
wounding with intent / wu:ndip
wid 1n'tent/ noun the offence of injur-
ing someone, especially when trying to
avoid arrest

WPC abbreviation woman police con-
stable

wreck /rek/ noun 1. the action of sink-
ing or badly damaging a ship o They
saved the cargo from the wreck. 2. a ship
which has sunk or which has been badly
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damaged and cannot float o Oil poured
out of the wreck of the ship. 3. a company
which has become insolvent o He man-
aged to save some of his investment from
the wreck of the company. o Investors
lost thousands of pounds in the wreck of
the investment company. m verb to dam-
age badly or to ruin o They are trying to
salvage the wrecked ship. o The defence
case was wrecked by the defendant’s be-
haviour in court.

writ /rit/ noun 1. o to serve someone
with a writ to give someone a writ offi-
cially, so that he or she has to defend it or
allow judgment to be taken in their ab-
sence 2. a legal action to hold a by-elec-
tion o to move a writ to propose in the
House of Commons that a by-election
should be held

write in /rait 'in/ verb US to write the
name of a candidate in a space on the
voting paper

write-in  candidate /rait
'keendidert/ noun a candidate whose
name has been written by the voters on
their voting papers

writ of fieri facias /it ov farrar
'ferfiaes/ noun a court order to a sheriff
telling them to seize the goods of a debt-
or against whom judgment has been
made (NOTE: often abbreviated to fi. fa.)

writ of habeas corpus /rit ov
.heibias 'koipas/ noun a writ to obtain
the release of someone who has been un-
lawfully held in prison or in police custo-
dy, or to make the person holding them
bring them to court to explain why they
are being held

writ of summons /it ov 'samonz/
noun » claim form
written application /rit(o)n ,&plt
'ke1f(a)n/ noun the first part of proceed-
ings in the European Court of Justice,
where an applicant makes a written ap-
plication against which the defendant
may reply in writing. The papers will
then be examined by the judge rappor-
teur and one of the Advocates General,
before moving on to oral hearings.
wrong /rpy/ noun an act against natural
justice or which infringes someone else’s
right o Civil wrongs against persons or
property are called ‘torts’.
wrongdoer /'ropdu:s/ noun some-
body who commits an offence
wrongdoing /'rogdu:iy/ noun activi-
ty which is against the law
wrongful /'ropf(a)l/ adjective unlaw-
ful
wrongful dismissal /ropf(o)l dis
'mi1s(a)l/ noun the removal of someone
from a job for a reason which does not
justify dismissal and is in breach of the
contract of employment
COMMENT: An employee can complain
of wrongful dismissal to a county court
or, where the compensation claimed is
less than £25 000, to an employment
tribunal.
wrongfully /'ropf(s)li/ adverb in an
unlawful way o He claimed he was
wrongfully dismissed. o She was accused
of wrongfully holding her clients’ money.
wrongly /'ropli/ adverb not correctly o
He wrongly invoiced Smith Ltd for £250,
when he should have credited them with
the same amount.
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year and a day rule /,jio and 5 'der
,ruil/ noun an ancient rule that a person
could not be convicted of murder if the
victim died more than 366 days after the
attack
COMMENT: The rule was abolished in
1996, as it had come to be used as a
defence in cases of work-related
deaths, such as from asbestosis or ra-
diation, which may occur many years
after the first contamination.
year end / jio 'end/ noun the end of
the financial year, when a company’s ac-
counts are prepared o The accounts de-
partment has started work on the year-
end accounts.

yellow dog contract / jelou 'dog
kontraekt/ noun US a contract of em-
ployment where the employee is forbid-
den to join a trade union

young offender /jap o'fends/,
youthful offender US / ju:bf(d)l o
'fendo/ noun a person aged between
seventeen and twenty years of age who
has committed an offence

Young Offender Institution/ jap o
'fends ,nstitju:[(9)n/, young offend-
ers institution noun a centre where
young offenders are sent for training if
they have committed crimes which
would usually be punishable by a prison
sentence

young person /,jay 'p3:s(a)n/ noun
somebody over fourteen years of age, but
less than seventeen

youth /ju:6/ noun a young man
Youth Court /'ju:0 ko:t/ noun a court
which tries offenders between the ages of
10 and 18. Former name Juvenile
Court

youth custody order /ju:0 kastodi
'o:da/ noun a sentence sending a young
person to detention in a special centre
zebra crossing /,zebro 'krosig/
noun a place in a street marked with
white lines, where pedestrians have right
of way to cross

zero inflation /ziorouv m'fleif(o)n/
noun inflation at 0%

zero-rated /,ziorou 'reitid/ adjective
having a VAT rate of 0%

zip code /'zip 'koud/ noun US a series
of numbers used to represent the area or
part of a city or town where an address is
situated (NOTE: The British term is post
code.)

zipper clause /'zips klo:z/ noun US
a standard clause in a contract of em-
ployment, which tries to prevent any dis-
cussion of employment conditions dur-
ing the life of the agreement

zoning /'zaunig/ noun an order by a
local council that land shall be used only
for one type of building
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Legislative procedure in the UK

Green Paper Stage a paper discussing the issues surrounding the
proposed bill (optional)

White Paper Stage a paper stating current policy on the issues
surrounding the proposed bill (optional)

Draft Bill Stage the wording of the Bill is drafted

First Reading the Bill is presented formally in Parliament
as a reading with no debate or decision

Second Reading the Bill is read again to the House and a
debate takes place
Committee stage a standing committee (a committee of about

18 house members, more for long or
complicated bills) debates whether each
clause and schedule of the Bill should be
kept or dropped

Report Stage the whole house looks at the amendments
proposed by the standing committee and
propose and debate any of their own

Third Reading Stage the whole redrafted Bill is read once more in
the House and briefly discussed

Lords Approval Stage the House of Lords takes the Bill and goes
through the same procedure from First to
Third Reading, debating any amendments.
The Lords and Commons agree on a final
text

Royal Assent Stage royal approval is given and the Bill becomes
a statute (Act of Parliament)



Legislative procedure in the UK continued

Important Note: The Parliament Act

The entire process must take place in one Session of Parliament, mean-
ing that a Bill may not be passed purely because it has run out of time.
This means that the House of Lords may °kill” a Bill they don’t wish to
pass (for example the Hunting Bill 2002) by taking an overly long time
to discuss it. In this case the Parliament Act means that the Bill can be
reintroduced and passed in the following Session without the approval

of the Lords, with the following conditions:

1. The Lords had enough time to debate it before the end of the
session (at least one month).

2. The wording of the Bill hasn’t changed since the last
presentation.
3. One year has passed since the Bill was given its Second

Reading in the Commons.

Private Members’ Bills go through the same procedure from First Read-
ing. However, there is intense competition for the little Parliamentary
time available for considering these. Unless the Bill is completely
uncontroversial it is likely to be formally objected to at some stage and
therefore dropped; otherwise it is more or less ‘nodded through’ with-
out much debate.



Legislative procedure in the European Union

Proposal

First Reading

Common Position

Recommendation

Second Reading

Amended proposal

Conciliation committee

Third Reading

the European Commission drafts the text of
a Bill

the European Parliament submits the Bill to
a committee reading and a report is prepared
with suggested amendments

the European Council either accepts the
amended Bill or suggests its own
amendments (NB this is the first point at
which the Bill can be passed)

a further committee assessment is
undertaken of the Council’s proposed
amendments at Parliament and a
recommendation given

Parliament debates the committee’s report
and vote by absolute majority whether to
accept the Council’s amendments and on
further amendments of their own

the Commission looks at Parliament’s
second reading decisions and drafts an
amended proposal for the Council, who vote
whether to accept or modify it (this is the
second point at which the Bill can be passed)

a committee of members from both the
Council and Parliament meet to agree on a
joint text

Parliament meets to finally discuss whether
to adopt the Bill as law. If no mutual
agreement can be reached the Bill will lapse.



Legislative procedure in the US

Introduction

Referral to Committee

Committee Action 1

Committee Action 2

Markup

Final Committee Action

House Floor
Consideration

Resolving Differences

Final Step

the draft Bill is submitted to the House
without reading or debate (any time while
the House is in session)

the Bill is published and assigned an
identification number, then sent to the
appropriate committee (of 19) according to
its subject

relevant offices and departments give their
input, reports are prepared on the validity of
the Bill and committee meetings are held

a public hearing may be held before a
subcommittee with the questioning of
witnesses and the attendance of interested
parties

the subcommittee prepares a report on the
hearing with any relevant amendments to the
Bill

the full committee reads and amends the Bill
and either reports it back favourably to the
House, tables it or discharges it (thereby
preventing it from progressing any further),
or reports it back without recommendation
(rare)

the committee report is debated in the House
and any further amendments voted on

the Bill is sent to the Senate for house floor
consideration and an identical version is
agreed on by both bodies, possibly with the
help of a mediating committee

the Bill is approved (signed) by the President
and becomes a Law



UK court structure

Court of Justice of the European Communities (ECJ)

House of Lords

Court of Appeal

Criminal Division Civil Division

Crown Court High Court

Magistrates Court County Court



US court structure

Supreme Court

Courts of Appeal Court of Appeal Court of Military
(12 Circuits) (Federal Circuit) Appeals
94 District Courts  Tax Court Courts of Military
Review
v
International Trade Claims Court Court of Veterans’

Court Appeals



Useful Internet Links

UNITED KINGDOM

The United Kingdom Parliament: www.parliament.uk
Casetrack: www.casetrack.com

UK Court Service: www.courtservice.gov.uk

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office (published Acts of Parliament):
www.hmso.gov.uk/acts.htm

Citizens Advice Bureau Online: www.nacab.org.uk
The Crown Prosecution Service: www.cps.gov.uk
The British and Irish Legal Information Institute: www.bailii.org

Legal Week (an online newspaper for people in the legal profession):
www.legalweek.net

Infolaw (a legal web portal): www.infolaw.co.uk
The Law Society: www.lawsoc.org.uk
The Law Commission: www.lawcom.gov.uk

Just ask! (Community Legal Service online):
www.justask.org.uk/index.jsp

Law Campus (online resource for law students):
www.lexisnexis.co.uk/lawcampus/student/student_index.htm

Scotland Legislation: www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk
Wales Legislation: www.wales-legislation.hmso.gov.uk

Northern Ireland Legislation: www.northernireland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk
EUROPEAN UNION

Europa (Summaries of EU legislation by area):
http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/scad_en.htm

UNITED STATES

Office of the Law Revision Council (complete guide to the US code):
http://uscode.house.gov

Enactment of a Law (legislative procedure in the United States):
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/enactment/enactlaw.html


http://www.parliament.uk
http://www.casetrack.com
http://www.courtservice.gov.uk
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts.htm
http://www.nacab.org.uk
http://www.cps.gov.uk
http://www.bailii.org
http://www.legalweek.net
http://www.infolaw.co.uk
http://www.lawsoc.org.uk
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk
http://www.justask.org.uk/index.jsp
http://www.lexisnexis.co.uk/lawcampus/student/student_index.htm
http://www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk
http://www.wales-legislation.hmso.gov.uk
http://www.northernireland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk
http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/scad_en.htm
http://uscode.house.gov
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/enactment/enactlaw.html
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